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Topic:
Unbelief 
Theme:
Why do people have such divided opinions about Christ?
Thrust:
People reject Christ because they don’t accept God’s authority over their lives.
Purpose:
The listeners will see that the reason for unbelief in Christ’s teaching is because of people disobey God and don’t know God.
Video:
Play VTS_01_3.VOB from 9:21 to 17:00 (which totals 7:39 minutes)
Introduction

1. Arouse Interest: [Many know about Christ but still reject Him.]

a) Have any of you ever seen this drawing? Who is this?  A caveman?  No, not so.  A couple of years ago some artists and archaeologists decided to try to draw a picture of Jesus Christ, since none were made of him when he lived on earth.  So they carefully studied the facial skeletons of men buried at the time of Christ, as well as the likely color of skin of the average Palestinian man at that time.  They entered all the data into a computer and this is the picture that resulted.

b) Is this picture better?  Why?  Some have tried to spice him up to make him look cool—or even presidential—why others prefer to see him unhappy.  

c) Whatever he looked like, Jesus is the most controversial person who ever lived—so even uttering his name is prohibited in many places.  At my high school graduation we were allowed to keep a prayer as long as we didn’t mention Jesus!

d) He is absent even from what is deemed to be “good” media, such as “Touched by An Angel.”  Not even mentioning Him implies that Jesus is irrelevant.

e) In the media Christians are made to look like fools.  When was the last time you saw a Hollywood movie that depicted a Christian in a positive light?  

f) Last year I saw the movie “Four Christmases” about a couple that lives together and their Christmas vacation to the tropics gets canceled.  Both of their parents are divorced and remarried, so they spend part of Christmas day with her mom, his mom, her dad, and his dad.  The film depicts Pastor Phil as an idiot—and all this affects how people think of Jesus too!

g) The result is that even most people who have heard of Christ’s love for them still does not accept His love.

2. Need: Do you know people who just can’t accept the gospel?

a) I often hear the testimonies of my students who see their entire families delivered from Buddhism, ancestor worship, and idols thrown out of the house.

b) My family has 21 people, including the three generations of grandparents, my siblings, and the 10 grandkids.  Of these 21 people, only 8 attend church and seek to walk with Christ.

3. Subject: Why do people have such divided opinions about Christ? 

4. Background: People had divided opinions about Christ when He walked the earth, as seen in many who believed in Him (John 1:19–4:54) as well as those who rejected Him (5:1–6:71). 

5. Preview: We’ll see three reasons people don’t agree about Christ.  The first reason there are such divided opinions about Jesus is…
I. Everyone makes his or her own decision about Christ (7:1-13).

[Belief in Jesus is something no one else can decide for you.]
A. Jesus’ brothers were unbelieving, so He rejected their advice as to when to shift his ministry from Galilee to Jerusalem (7:1-13).

1. Jesus stayed at Galilee rather than going to the most popular feast (7:1). 

2. Even Jesus’ own brothers disbelieved Him (7:2-5).

3. Jesus responded to His brother’s disbelief by saying He would follow God’s timing (7:6-9).  This concept of God’s right time for his death appears several times in John.

B. The Jerusalem crowds also debated about Him after Jesus later went to the Feast of Tabernacles alone (7:10-13).

C. We must each decide who Christ is—and also give that choice to others.

1. Growing up in a godly family like Jesus’ family is no guarantee of belief.  

2. Going to a Christian school doesn’t lead to belief either.  You youth who attend ICS, have you personally committed yourself to Christ?

(So the first reason that people have such divided opinions about Christ is that everyone makes his or her own decision about Him—so no one else can decide for you.  The next section shows…)
II. People reject Christ’s teaching because they reject God (7:14-36).

[Contrary to what people often think, your view of Jesus and God go hand-in-hand.  Reject one, you’ll reject the other.]
A. Jesus defended His Sabbath healing by crediting God as the Source of His teaching (7:14-24).
B. Reactions to Christ in Jerusalem were divided because they did not first know God (7:25-36).
1. The Jews rejected Jesus because they knew He was from Galilee (7:25-27).

2. Jesus said they could not know He was from God because they did not know God (7:28-30).

3. However, still many people put their faith in Jesus (7:31).

4. Jesus declared to the dismay of the temple leaders that he was returning to heaven (7:32-36).

C. You can’t say, “I love God but I just have a problem with Jesus.”

1. The issue is with Jesus—not with his fan club!  I hope you like coming to this church, but my main concern is what you think of Christ.

2. He says in verse 29 that God sent Him!

(So the first reason that people have such divided opinions about Christ is that everyone makes his or her own decision about Him—not someone else.  The second reason there’s so many opinions about Christ is because people just plain reject God, which can’t be separated from rejecting Christ.  Now the final reason is that…)
III.  Jesus’ claim to give eternal life always has a mixed response (7:37-52).

A. Christ’s invitation to come to Him for eternal life yielded a divided response (7:37-52).
1. On the last day of the feast, Jesus offered people the Spirit by believing in Him (7:37-39).  The feast always ended with a procession of people who walked down the hill to the Gihon Spring, where the priest filled up a gold pitcher of water, then made their way back up to the temple at the top.  The priest poured out the water as a remembrance of saying thanks to God for bringing water from a rock and giving the people water for 40 years in the desert.  Seizing this opportune time, Christ shouted, “If anyone is thirsty, let him come to me!  Anyone who believes in me will have rivers of living water flow from his heart!”

2. People responded differently to the invitation with some rejecting Him because they did not investigate his birthplace (7:40-44).

3. However, believers included some in the crowd, temple guards and Nicodemus while the chief priests and Pharisees rejected Him (7:45-52).

B. People reject Christ as the Living Water even though he is so accessible! It’s like this story I heard about a new alternative fuel source [show clip where cars can now run on water!].

C. People today reject Christ for various reasons.

1. Curious: “Where did he get all this knowledge?” (14-15).  Jesus’ Answer: “God gave it to me.”

2. Offended: “You’re demon possessed!  Who’s trying to kill you?” (20). Jesus’ Answer: “Hypocrites are who care more for circumcision than for people.”

3. Uninformed: “Isn’t this the man they are trying to kill? But the Messiah will simply appear…” (25). Jesus’ Answer: “You know where I’m from—but you don’t know God!”

4. Believing: “Will the Messiah do more miracles than Jesus?” (31). Jesus’ Answer: “I will be with you only for a short time more [about 6 months] but you won’t find me and can’t follow me.”

5. To which of these groups do you belong?

Conclusion

1. People reject Christ because they don’t accept God’s authority over their lives (MI). Accept God’s authority over your life!
2. Jesus waited until his “hour” had come.  Has your hour come now to recognize that he paid the penalty for your sin?

3. You can’t change people’s opinion of Jesus but you can let God have control over your own life.

4. Do you find that you don’t understand many things about Christ?  Perhaps, like the Pharisees, it is not an intellectual problem but a Lordship problem!

5. Pray with me to trust Christ now.

Study Questions (Step 1)

Context:
What did the author record just prior to this passage?

Purpose:
Why is this passage in the Bible?

Background:
What historical context helps us understand this passage?

Questions

1. What is significant about the time markers in 7:1-2, 14, and 37?
a) These show him before the feast, at the mid-point, and finally at the end.

b) In each case, Jesus reveals more about himself.
2. What is the situation with Christ’s brothers in 7:1-5 and how do his words fit (7:6-8, esp. v. 8)?

3. How does John 7:10-13 fit into John’s argument? 
a) People had varying opinions about him but most wanted to keep these to themselves for fear of what the leaders might think.

b) John provides signs to convince us that Jesus is worth believing in.
4. How do the four different groups respond to Jesus in 7:14-15; 7:20; 7:25; and 7:31?
a) Curious: “Where did he get all this knowledge?” (14-15).  Jesus’ Answer: “God gave it to me.”

b) Offended: “You’re demon possessed!  Who’s trying to kill you?” (20). Jesus’ Answer: “Hypocrites are who care more for circumcision than for people.”
c) Uninformed: “Isn’t this the man they are trying to kill? But the Messiah will simply appear…” (25). Jesus’ Answer: “You know where I’m from—but you don’t know God!”
d) Believing: “Will the Messiah do more miracles than Jesus?” (31). Jesus’ Answer: “I will be with you only for a short time more [about 6 months] but you won’t find me and can’t follow me.”
5. What is the point of Christ’s answer in 7:16-18?
a) Those obeying God will see that Jesus is from God (esp. v. 17).

b) What a wonderful promise!
6. What is the point of Christ’s answer in 7:19-24?
7. How could Jesus say that the unbelieving people in Jerusalem knew Him (7:27-28)?

8. What is the significance of Christ’s invitation to drink in 7:37a?
9. Is the living water of 7:38 the same or different than in 4:14?

a) Jesus says that “drinking the water” in 4:14 “will become a spring of water welling up to eternal life” 

b) However, in 7:38 this “water” refers to the Holy Spirit.
Outlines (Steps 2-5)

Divided Opinions
John 7:1-51
Exegetical Outline (Steps 2-3)
Prologue
“Out of three outstanding Jewish feasts which are Passover, Weeks and Tabernacles, this feast of Tabernacles was also the third greatest feast and the most important and best attended of pilgrimages to the temple.”
  

Jesus rejected His brother’s suggestion and accomplished His own plan that came from the Father. This climaxed the last day of the feast or the greatest day of the feast. 

“John portrayed Jesus in his letter as the divine/human savior and clearly mentioned his main theme in 20:31 to encourage believing in Jesus and having eternal life through Him.”
 

“Though Jesus did many signs and wonders, John purposefully selected only a few, seven signs, so that people can believe in Jesus as Messiah, the Son of God and have eternal life.”
 Though John did not mention a miracle in this chapter, he noted the way Jesus waited to find an opportune time. 

Exegetical Idea: The reason people in Jerusalem had divided opinions about Christ was because most did not accept God’s authority over their lives.
I. The reason Jesus rejected His brother’s advice to show Himself publicly was because He knew the right time to show himself as a public figure (7:1-13).

A. The reason Jesus initially did not attend the Feast of Shelters was to wait for God’s timing (7:1-9).

1. Jesus stayed at Galilee purposefully (7:1). 

a) Jesus stayed away from the Jewish leaders in Jerusalem (1a).

b) Jesus stayed away because these leaders wanted to kill him (1b).

2. Even Jesus’ own brothers misunderstood Him (7:2-5).

a) They chided Jesus to show himself publicly at the Feast of Shelters (2-4).

b) They chided him because they did not believe in him (5).

3. Jesus remaining in Galilee because he told his brothers that he must submit to God’s timing (7:6-9).

a) Jesus responded to His brother’s disbelief by saying He would follow God’s timing (7:6-8).

(1) Jesus knew that it was not the right time to go (7:6a).

(2) Any time was right for his unbelieving brothers to do what they wanted (7:6b).

(3) The world couldn’t hate them for doing what they wanted (7:7a).

(4) Unlike with man, Jesus was hated by the world because Jesus accused the world of doing evil (7:7b).

(5) Jesus refused to go to the festival because this was not the proper time (8).

b) Jesus stayed in Galilee because the timing was not proper (7:9).

B. Jesus went to the feast alone later and confirmed that people debated about Him (7:10-13).

1. He went to the festival privately because the Jewish leaders were trying to kill Him (7:10-11).

2. There were different views toward Him (7:12-13).

a) Some said Jesus was a good man (7:12a).

b) Others said He was a deceiver (7:12b).

c) No one dared to say anything public about Jesus because of the fear of Jews (7:13).

II. The reason the people at Jerusalem doubted that He was from God was because they disobeyed God (7:14-24).
A. People marveled at Jesus’ teaching since he had no formal training (7:14-15).

B. Their disobedience kept them from seeing God as His Father (7:16-18).

1. Jesus called His Father and the source of His teaching (7:16).

2. All who want the will of God will know that Christ’s teaching was from God (7:17).

3. Jesus honored His Father by speaking truth (7:18).

C. Jesus pointed how the Jewish people were disobedient (7:19-20).

1. They did not obey the Law of Moses (7:19a).

2. They intended to kill Jesus (7:19b).

3. They counted Jesus as a man demon possessed (7:20).

D. The people should judge Christ’s Sabbath healing correctly (7:21-24).

1. They judged Jesus because He had done miracle on the Sabbath (7:21).

2. Moses commanded circumcision even on a Sabbath day (7:22).

3. Jesus commanded them not to judge by seeing outward appearance (7:23-24).

III. The reason people’s reactions to Christ in Jerusalem were unbelieving was because they did not first know God (7:25-36).
A. Many Jews rejected Jesus because He was from Galilee (7:25-27).

1. The people knew the leaders wanted to kill Jesus (7:25).

2. The people questioned why the authorities let Jesus teach (7:26).

3. The people knew Jesus was from Galilee (7:27a).

4. The people thought that no one could know the origin of the Messiah (7:27b).

B. Jesus declared that the unbelievers there could not know He was from God because they did not know God (7:28-30).

1. The people knew Jesus was from Galilee (7:28a).

2. The people did not know that God sent Jesus (7:28b).

3. The people did not know God the Father (7:28c).

4. Jesus knew God the Father because God sent Him (7:29).

5. The leaders could not seize Jesus yet because the time to die on the cross had not yet come (7:30).

C. Many people put their faith in Jesus (7:31).

1. They realized what Jesus had done (7:31a).

2. They believed in Jesus through the Sabbath healing (7:31b).

D. Jesus declared to the leaders’ dismay that he was returning to heaven (7:32-36).

1. Pharisees sent temple guards to arrest Jesus (7:32).

2. Jesus noted that he would soon return to heaven (7:33-34).

a) He would be here for a short time (7:33a).

b) Then He would return to heaven (7:33b)

c) None of them would find Him because they couldn’t go to the Father (7:34).

3. The Jewish leaders thought that He would be going to the scattered Jews or Greeks (7:35-36).

IV.  The response to Christ’s invitation to come to Him for eternal life was divided (7:37-53).
A. On the last day of the feast, Jesus offered people the Spirit by believing in Him (7:37-39).

B. People differently responded to the invitation with some rejecting Him because they did not investigate his birthplace (7:40-44).

C. Believers included some in the crowd, temple guards and Nicodemus while the chief priests and Pharisees rejected Him (7:45-53).

Purpose or Desired Listener Response (Step 4)
The listeners will see that the reason for unbelief in Christ’s teaching is because of people disobey God and don’t know God.
Homiletical Outline (Cyclical inductive form)—Steps 5-6

Subject: Why do people have such divided opinions about Christ?
Introduction

1. Arouse Interest: Many know about Christ but still reject Him.

2. Need: Do you know people who just can’t accept the gospel?

3. Subject: Why do people have such divided opinions about Christ? 

4. Background: People had divided opinions about Christ when He walked the earth, as seen in many who believed in Him (John 1:19–4:54) as well as those who rejected Him (5:1–6:71). 

5. Preview: We’ll see three reasons people don’t agree about Christ.  The first reason there are such divided opinions about Jesus is…
I. Everyone makes his or her own decision about Christ (7:1-13).

A. Jesus’ brothers were unbelieving, so He rejected their advice as to when to shift his ministry from Galilee to Jerusalem (7:1-13).

B. The Jerusalem crowds also debated about Him after Jesus later went to the Feast of Tabernacles alone (7:10-13).

C. We must each decide who Christ is—and also give that choice to others.

II. People reject Christ’s teaching because they reject God (7:14-36).

A. Jesus defended His Sabbath healing by crediting God as the Source of His teaching (7:14-24).
B. Reactions to Christ in Jerusalem were divided because they did not first know God (7:25-36).
C. You can’t say, “I love God but I just have a problem with Jesus.”

III.  Jesus’ claim to give eternal life always has a mixed response (7:37-52).

A. Christ’s invitation to come to Him for eternal life yielded a divided response (7:37-52).
B. People today reject Christ for various reasons.

Conclusion

1. People reject Christ because they don’t accept God’s authority over their lives (MI). Accept God’s authority over your life!
2. You can’t change people’s opinion of Jesus but you can let God have control over your own life.

3. Do you find that you don’t understand many things about Christ?  Perhaps, like the Pharisees, it is not an intellectual problem but a Lordship problem!

Tentative Theme/Thrust Statements (Step 5)

Accept God’s authority over your life!
Possible Illustrations (Step 6)

1. Text

Possible Applications (Step 6)

1. Text

Bulletin filled in

Introduction

1. Many know about Christ but still reject Him.

2. Why do people have such divided opinions about Christ? 

I. Everyone makes his or her own decision about Christ (7:1-13).

A. Jesus’ brothers were unbelieving, so He rejected their advice as to when to shift his ministry from Galilee to Jerusalem (7:1-13).

B. The Jerusalem crowds also debated about Him after Jesus later went to the Feast of Tabernacles alone (7:10-13).

C. We must each decide who Christ is—and also give that choice to others.

II. People reject Christ’s teaching because they reject God (7:14-36).

A. Jesus defended His Sabbath healing by crediting God as the Source of His teaching (7:14-24).
B. Reactions to Christ in Jerusalem were divided because they did not first know God (7:25-36).
C. You can’t say, “I love God but I just have a problem with Jesus.”

III.  Jesus’ claim to give eternal life always has a mixed response (7:37-52).

A. Christ’s invitation to come to Him for eternal life yielded a divided response (7:37-52).
B. People today reject Christ for various reasons.

Conclusion

1. People reject Christ because they don’t accept God’s authority over their lives (Main Idea). 

2. You can’t change people’s opinions of Jesus but you can let God have control over your own life.

3. Do you find that you don’t understand many things about Christ?  Perhaps, like the Pharisees, it is not an intellectual problem but a Lordship problem!

Bulletin with Blanks

Introduction

1. Many know about Christ but still reject Him.

2. Why do people have such _____________ opinions about Christ? 

I. Everyone makes his or her _____________ decision about Christ (7:1-13).

A. Jesus’ brothers were unbelieving, so He rejected their advice as to when to shift his ministry from Galilee to Jerusalem (7:1-13).

B. The Jerusalem crowds also debated about Him after Jesus later went to the Feast of Tabernacles alone (7:10-13).

C. We must each decide who Christ is—and also give that choice to others.

II. People reject Christ’s teaching because they _____________ _________ (7:14-36).

A. Jesus defended His Sabbath healing by crediting God as the Source of His teaching (7:14-24).
B. Reactions to Christ in Jerusalem were divided because they did not first know God (7:25-36).
C. You can’t say, “I love God but I just have a problem with Jesus.”

III.  Jesus’ claim to give eternal life always has a _____________ response (7:37-52).

A. Christ’s invitation to come to Him for eternal life yielded a divided response (7:37-52).
B. People today reject Christ for various reasons.

Conclusion

1. People reject Christ because they don’t accept God’s _____________ over their lives (Main Idea). 

2. You can’t change people’s opinions of Jesus but you can let God have control over your own life.

3. Do you find that you don’t understand many things about Christ?  Perhaps, like the Pharisees, it is not an intellectual problem but a Lordship problem!
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