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How do we know Jesus can give eternal life?

Thrust:
Jesus shows authority over creation and is the giver of life itself.
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The listeners will be able to present evidence that Jesus can give eternal life.
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Introduction

1. Interest: Some people today claim that they can help others live forever.  Seriously!

a) “The Independent” news website report on 23 January 2008 claimed that by tweaking our DNA, scientists believe people can live up to 800 years old.  You can even live older than this woman, who died at 122 years old!   Hopefully you will look better though!

b) Also, if you go to www.howtoliveforever.net, the authors will tell you that, if you buy their new age book, eat right and do their yoga exercises, you’ll have “youthful looks, improved appearance and attractiveness, and health and vitality well into your 70s, 80s, 90s, 100s, 1,000s  . . . as long as you want”!
2. Interest: Now if I claimed I could enable you to live forever, what would it take for you to believe me?  Wouldn’t I need to do more than just make this claim—wouldn’t I have to do the impossible?
3. Background/Text: As we’ve been studying John’s gospel, we have now come to our 11th message in John 6.  Up to this point Jesus has been going around Israel making some rather amazing claims—that he can help people be born again (John 3), that he is the living water (John 4), and John 5:24 where he says, “I tell you the truth, those who listen to my message and believe in God who sent me have eternal life. They will never be condemned for their sins, but they have already passed from death into life.”

4. Need: So Jesus repeatedly claimed that he could give eternal life.  But are you convinced that Jesus can back this claim? Wouldn’t you need for him to do that which no one else can do for you to believe it?
5. Subject: How do we know Jesus can give eternal life?
6. Preview: It’s easy to make such a claim, but today we will see how Jesus proves himself to be the source of eternal life.  He will show his authority, claim to be the Bread of Life, and this will result in people deserting him.
(First, Jesus proved his ability to give eternal life when…) 

I.  Jesus showed His authority over Moses and creation (6:1-21).

[Christ’s powerful proofs are in two stories that show him greater than Moses and natural laws.]
A. Jesus proved himself greater than Moses as the giver of eternal life by miraculously feeding 5000 Jews (6:1-15).

1. Overview of the story… (briefly review 10 slides)

2. So what’s the point of the story?  The crowd is the key!

a) The people felt that this sign showed that Jesus was the Prophet that Moses promised would come (6:14; cf. Deut. 18:15, 18).

(1) This miraculous sign was one of the 9 signs in John (explain).

(2) Each sign gave evidence that Jesus is God who gives eternal life (20:30-31).

(3) The people believed the sign, but in wanting to make him king right there they only wanted Jesus to lead them out of political bondage like Moses led Israel out of political bondage—but Christ came to lead them out of a far greater bondage—slavery to sin.
b) The point is that the miracle contrasts Jesus with Moses:

(1) Moses not only predicted the prophet Jesus, but he was greatly honored by the Jews since he fed them manna in the desert—even though it wasn’t really Moses who provided the bread!  Yet this manna only sustained their lives.

(2) But Jesus says that he fulfilled the prediction, IS the manna who is God, and gives eternal (not just physical) life.

3. So if we honor Moses for seeing God give bread, how much more we should honor Jesus for multiplying five loaves to feed 5000 men, plus women and children!

B. Jesus is greater than Moses who brought Israel through the Sea because He walked on water (6:16-21).

1. Moses was also greatly used of God to help Israel pass through the Sea out of Egypt—though Moses only lifted his hand while God did the work of parting the Sea.

2. If we honor Moses who walked on dry ground, how much more should we honor Jesus for his ability to walk not on the dry land but on the water itself!

a) Some think Jesus even did this in his high school swim race (cartoon joke).

b) No one can walk on water, right?  Only God can do this!

(Again the text refers to Moses…)

3. Jesus is greater than Moses because he is the “I Am” who sent Moses (6:20).

a) Most translations have Jesus declaring in verse 20, “It is I.”

b) However, I think the NLT gets closest to the meaning by rendering it “I am here.”

c) But even this isn’t what it literally says.  The Greek has, “Don’t be afraid.  I Am!”  

d) Why is this significant?   Jesus made the claim to be the same “I Am” at 23 times in John’s Gospel!  Here is the second time in 6:20.  What he is really saying is, “Don’t be afraid.  I Am GOD!”

e) The quote is from Exodus 3:14.  Please turn there.  Here God called Moses but Moses gave his excuses.  God told Moses that he was the “I Am” who sent him.

f) In other words, Jesus is greater than Moses as he’s the “I Am” who sent Moses!

(So do you see how Jesus is quite different from the religious hucksters I noted at the start who seek only to sell their books and give no evidence for being able to grant eternal life?  Now if Jesus can do these impossible things like feeding thousands and defying gravity, then we can trust that…) 

II.  Jesus satisfies our spiritual hunger by giving us eternal life (6:22-59).
A. Two Foods: Unlike food that spoils, Jesus gives eternal life (6:22-27).
B. Two Works: Unlike human effort, Jesus enables us to do God’s work by believing in Him (6:28-29).
C. Two Breads: Unlike manna that God gave through Moses, Jesus is the true “Bread” from heaven that gives eternal life (6:30-33).
D. Two Results: Unlike bread that only sustains physical life, belief in Christ gives eternal life (6:34-59).
 (How does one respond to such outrageous claims?)   

III. Jesus’ claim to be the only source of life forces a decision (6:60-71).
A. Many of Christ’s disciples rejected Him because they were not the elect (6:60-66).

B. The Twelve remained because eleven of them believed He was God’s Son (6:67-71).

C. As you grow in faith, Jesus’ teaching may be tough to accept.  Will you then reject Christ?

(Many people today turn away from Christ.  But this whole chapter tells us simply this key idea…)
Conclusion

1. Since Christ has authority over creation, trust Him to give you eternal life (MI).

2. I started this message asking, “How do we know Jesus can give eternal life?”  Do you know the answer?  If Jesus can create bread and fish miraculously, and he can walk on water, then he can create eternal life too! Christ has proved his claim of being the source of eternal life.  Peter saw it and exclaimed, “You are the holy one of God!”

3. God showed His love for us by sacrificing His Son so that we can believe in Him and have eternal life. 

4. There are only two real responses: we either accept him or reject him (ILL: push ups).

There was a certain Professor of Religion named Dr. Christianson, a studious man who taught at a small college in the western United States.

Dr. Christianson taught the required survey course in Christianity at this particular institution.  Every student was required to take this course his or her freshman year, regardless of his or her major.

Although Dr. Christianson tried hard to communicate the essence of the gospel in his class, he found that most of his students looked upon the course as nothing but required drudgery.  Despite his best efforts, most students refused to take Christianity seriously.

One year Dr. Christianson had a special student named Steve.  Steve was only a freshman, but was studying with the intent of going onto seminary for the ministry.  Steve was popular, he was well liked, and he was an imposing physical specimen.  He was now the starting center on the school football team, and was the best student in the professor's class.

One day, Dr. Christianson asked Steve to stay after class so he could talk with him.

"How many push-ups can you do?"

Steve said, "I do about 200 every night."

"200? That's pretty good, Steve," Dr. Christianson said. "Do you think you could do 300?"

Steve replied, "I don't know.... I've never done 300 at a time"

"Do you think you could?" again asked Dr. Christianson.

"Well, I can try," said Steve.

"Can you do 300 in sets of 10? I have a class project in mind and I need you to do about 300 push-ups in sets of ten for this to work.  Can you do it? I need you to tell me you can do it," said the professor.

Steve said, "Well... I think I can...yeah, I can do it."

Dr. Christianson said, "Good! I need you to do this on Friday.  Let me explain what I have in mind."

Friday came and Steve got to class early and sat in the front of the room.  When class started, the professor pulled out a big box of donuts.  No, these weren't the normal kinds of donuts, they were the extra fancy BIG kind, with cream centers and frosting swirls.  Everyone was pretty excited it was Friday, the last class of the day, and they were going to get an early start on the weekend with a party in Dr. Christianson's class.

Dr. Christianson went to the first girl in the first row and asked, "Cynthia, do you want to have one of these donuts?"

Cynthia said, "Yes."

Dr. Christianson then turned to Steve and asked, "Steve, would you do ten push-ups so that Cynthia can have a donut?"

"Sure!" Steve jumped down from his desk to do a quick ten.  Then Steve again sat in his desk. Dr. Christianson put a donut on Cynthia's desk.

Dr. Christianson then went to Joe, the next person, and asked, "Joe, do you want a donut?"

Joe said, "Yes."  Dr. Christianson asked, "Steve would you do ten push-ups so Joe can have a donut?"

Steve did ten push-ups, and Joe got a donut.  And so it went, down the first aisle, Steve did ten push-ups for every person before they got their donut.

Walking down the second aisle, Dr. Christianson came to Scott.

Scott was on the basketball team, and in as good condition as Steve.  He was very popular and never lacking for female companionship.

When the professor asked, "Scott do you want a donut?"

Scott's reply was, "Well, can I do my own push-ups?"

Dr. Christianson said, "No, Steve has to do them."

Then Scott said, "Well, I don't want one then."

Dr. Christianson shrugged and then turned to Steve and asked, "Steve, would you do ten push-ups so Scott can have a donut he doesn't want?"

With perfect obedience Steve started to do ten push-ups.

Scott said, "HEY! I said I didn't want one!"

Dr. Christianson said, "Look! This is my classroom, my class, my desks, and these are my donuts.  Just leave it on the desk if you don't want it."  And he put a donut on Scott's desk.

Now by this time, Steve had begun to slow down a little.  He just stayed on the floor between sets because it took too much effort to be getting up and down.  You could start to see a little perspiration coming out around his brow.

Dr. Christianson started down the third row. Now the students were beginning to get a little angry.  Dr. Christianson asked Jenny, "Jenny, do you want a donut?"

Sternly, Jenny said, "No."

Then Dr. Christianson asked Steve, "Steve, would you do ten more push-ups so Jenny can have a donut that she doesn't want?"

Steve did ten... Jenny got a donut.  By now, a growing sense of uneasiness filled the room.  The students were beginning to say, "No!" and there were all these uneaten donuts on the desks.

Steve also had to really put forth a lot of extra effort to get these push-ups done for each donut.  There began to be a small pool of sweat on the floor beneath his face, his arms and brow were beginning to get red because of the physical effort involved.

Dr. Christianson asked Robert, who was the most vocal unbeliever in the class, to watch Steve do each push up to make sure he did the full ten push-ups in a set because he couldn't bear to watch all of Steve's work for all of those uneaten donuts.  He sent Robert over to where Steve was so Robert could count the set and watch Steve closely.

Dr. Christianson started down the fourth row.  During his class, however, some students from other classes had wandered in and sat down on the steps along the radiators that ran down the sides of the room.  When the professor realized this, he did a quick count and saw that now there were 34 students in the room.  He started to worry if Steve would be able to make it.

Dr. Christianson went on to the next person and the next and the next.  Near the end of that row, Steve was really having a rough time.  He was taking a lot more time to complete each set.

Steve asked Dr. Christianson, "Do I have to make my nose touch on each one?"

Dr. Christianson thought for a moment, "Well, they're your push-ups.  You are in charge now.  You can do them any way that you want."  And Dr. Christianson went on.

A few moments later, Jason, a recent transfer student, came to the room and was about to come in when all the students yelled in one voice, "NO! Don't come in! Stay out!"

Jason didn't know what was going on.  Steve picked up his head and said, "No, let him come."

Professor Christianson said, "Do you realize that if Jason comes in, you will have to do ten push-ups for him?"

Steve said, "Yes, let him come in.  Give him a donut."

Dr. Christianson said, "Okay, Steve, I'll let you get Jason's out of the way right now. Jason, do you want a donut?"

Jason, new to the room, hardly knew what was going on.  "Yes," he said, "give me a donut."

"Steve, will you do ten push-ups so that Jason can have a donut?"

Steve did ten push-ups very slowly and with great effort. Jason, bewildered, was handed a donut and sat down.

Dr Christianson finished the fourth row, and then started on those visitors seated by the heaters.  Steve's arms were now shaking with each push-up in a struggle to lift himself against the force of gravity.  By this time sweat was profusely dropping off of his face, there was no sound except his heavy breathing; there was not a dry eye in the room.

The very last two students in the room were two young women, both cheerleaders, and very popular.  Dr. Christianson went to Linda, the second to last, and asked, "Linda, do you want a doughnut?"

Linda said, very sadly, "No, thank you."

Professor Christianson quietly asked, "Steve, would you do ten push-ups so that Linda can have a donut she doesn't want?"

Grunting from the effort, Steve did ten very slow push-ups for Linda.

Then Dr. Christianson turned to the last girl, Susan.  "Susan, do you want a donut?"

Susan, with tears flowing down her face, began to cry.  "Dr. Christianson, why can't I help him?"

Dr Christianson, with tears of his own, said, "No, Steve has to do it alone; I have given him this task and he is in charge of seeing that everyone has an opportunity for a donut whether they want it or not.  When I decided to have a party this last day of class, I looked at my grade book.  Steve here is the only student with a perfect grade.  Everyone else has failed a test, skipped class, or offered me inferior work.  Steve told me that in football practice, when a player messes up he must do push-ups. I told Steve that none of you could come to my party unless he paid the price by doing your push-ups.  He and I made a deal for your sakes."

"Steve, would you do ten push-ups so Susan can have a donut?"

As Steve very slowly finished his last push-up, with the understanding that he had accomplished all that was required of him, having done 350 push-ups, his arms buckled beneath him and he fell to the floor.

Dr. Christianson turned to the room and said, "And so it was, that our Savior, Jesus Christ, on the cross, pled to the Father, 'Into thy hands I commend my spirit.'  With the understanding that He had done everything that was required of Him, He yielded up His life.  And like some of those in this room, many of us leave the gift on the desk, uneaten."

Two students helped Steve up off the floor and to a seat, physically exhausted, but wearing a thin smile.

"Well done, good and faithful servant," said the professor, adding, "Not all sermons are preached in words."

Turning to his class, the professor said, "My wish is that you might understand and fully comprehend all the riches of grace and mercy that have been given to you through the sacrifice of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  He spared not His Only Begotten Son, but gave Him up for us all, for the whole world, now and forever.  Whether or not we choose to accept His gift to us, the price has been paid."

"Wouldn't you be foolish and ungrateful to leave it lying on the desk?"

Study Questions (Step 1)

Context:
What did the author record just prior to this passage?

1. Jesus has just healed a paralytic and told the unbelieving Pharisees that Moses will indict them.
Purpose:
Why is this passage in the Bible?

Background:
What historical context helps us understand this passage?

1. To understand the feeding of the 5000 and the walk on water, we must understand how Moses did minor variations of these miracles.
Questions

Outlines (Steps 2-5)
Can He Prove It?
John 6
Exegetical Outline (Steps 2-3)
Prologue: Following healing the paralytic in John 5, Jesus went off to the other side of the lake. In chapter 6, Jesus deals with the miraculous feeding of five thousand and the control of the sea. Jesus was also being described as the Bread of Life – the one who not only gives life but sustains it. 
Exegetical Idea: The way Jesus proved to be the giver of eternal life, despite being deserted, was by feeding 5000 men, by walking on water and by declaring to be the bread from heaven.
I.   The way Jesus showed that His divine authority was greater than Moses was by miraculously feeding five thousand men and walking on water (6:1-21).  

A. Jesus is greater than Moses as the giver of life itself because He miraculously fed 5000 Jews (6:1-15).
B. Jesus is greater than Moses who brought Israel through the Sea because He walked on water as the “I Am” (6:16-21).
II. The way Jesus showed Himself as God’s provision from heaven that satisfies spiritual hunger was by describing Himself as bread from heaven that gives eternal life to those who believe Him (6:22-59).  

III. The result of Jesus’ claim to be the only source of life was that it forced a decision where many left (6:60-71). 

A. Many of Christ’s disciples rejected Him because they were not the elect (6:60-66).

B. The Twelve remained because eleven of them believed He was God’s Holy Son (6:67-71).

Purpose or Desired Listener Response (Step 4)
The listeners will be able to present evidence that Jesus can give eternal life.
Homiletical Outline (Cyclical inductive form)—Steps 5-6

Subject: How do we know Jesus can give eternal life?
Introduction

1. Interest: Some people claim that people can really live forever.

2. Interest: If I claimed I could enable you to live forever, what would it take for you to believe me?  Wouldn’t I need to do more than just make this claim—wouldn’t I have to do the impossible?
3. Background/Text: Jesus has been going around Israel up to this point making some rather amazing claims—that he can help people be born again (John 3), that he is the living water (John 4), and John 5:24 where he says, “I tell you the truth, those who listen to my message and believe in God who sent me have eternal life. They will never be condemned for their sins, but they have already passed from death into life.”

4. Need: Jesus made the claim that he could give eternal life.  Are you convinced that Jesus can back this claim? Wouldn’t you need for him to do that which no one else can do for you to believe it?
5. Subject: How do we know Jesus can give eternal life?
6. Preview: It’s easy to make such a claim, but today we will see how Jesus proves himself to be the source of eternal life.
(First, Jesus proved his ability to give eternal life when…) 

I.  Jesus showed His authority over Moses and creation (6:1-21).
A. Jesus proved himself greater than Moses as the giver of eternal life by miraculously feeding 5000 Jews (6:1-15).

B. Jesus proved himself greater than Moses who brought Israel through the Sea by walking on water as the “I Am” (6:16-21).
 (Now if Jesus can do these impossible things, then we can trust that…) 

II.  Jesus satisfies our spiritual hunger by giving us eternal life (6:22-59).
A. Two Foods: Unlike food that spoils, Jesus gives eternal life (6:22-27).
B. Two Works: Unlike human effort, Jesus enables us to do God’s work by believing in Him (6:28-29).
C. Two Breads: Unlike manna that God gave through Moses, Jesus is the true “Bread” from heaven that gives eternal life (6:30-33).
D. Two Responses: Unlike bread that only sustains physical life, belief in Christ gives eternal life (6:34-40).
 (Many of the disciples deserted Jesus because…)   

III. Jesus’ claim to be the only source of life forces a decision (6:60-71).
A. Many of Christ’s disciples rejected Him because they were not the elect (6:60-66).

B. The Twelve remained because eleven of them believed He was God’s Son (6:67-71).

C. As you grow in your faith, Jesus’ teaching may be difficult to accept.  Will you then reject Christ?

(Many people today turn away from Christ.  However, this text tells us that…)
Conclusion

1. Since Christ has authority over creation, trust Him to give you eternal life (MI).

2. Restatement: I started with the question, “How do we know Jesus can give eternal life?”  Do you know the answer?  If Jesus can create bread and fish miraculously, and he can walk on water, then I don’t have a problem with him being able to create eternal life too!

3. God showed His love for us by sacrificing His son so that we can believe in Him and have eternal life. 

4. Christ has already proved his claim of being the source of eternal life.

5. There are only two real responses: we either accept him or reject him.
Sources:

1. Borchert, Gerald L., An Exegetical and Theological Exposition of Holy Scripture NI6: Text: John 1-11, NAC. Tennessee: Broadman and Holdman Publishers, 1996. 

2. MacDonald, William, The Gospel of John. Illinois: Emmaus Bible School, 1962.

3. Blomberg, Craig L., Jesus and the Gospels. Tennessee: Broadman and Holdman Publishers, 1997. 

4. Life Application Study Bible, NIV. Tyndale House Publishers, Inc, 1991. 

Tentative Theme/Thrust Statements (Step 5)

Text

Possible Illustrations (Step 6)

1. Text

Possible Applications (Step 6)

1. Text

Bulletin with blanks filled in

Introduction

1. Interest: Some people claim that people can really live forever.

2. Subject: How do we know Jesus can give eternal life?
I.  Jesus showed His authority over Moses and creation (6:1-21).
A. Jesus proved himself greater than Moses as the giver of eternal life by miraculously feeding 5000 Jews (6:1-15).

B. Jesus proved himself greater than Moses who brought Israel through the Sea by walking on water as the “I Am” (6:16-21).
 (Now if Jesus can do these impossible things, then we can trust that…) 

II.  Jesus satisfies our spiritual hunger by giving us eternal life (6:22-59).
A. Two Foods: Unlike food that spoils, Jesus gives eternal life (6:22-27).
B. Two Works: Unlike human effort, Jesus enables us to do God’s work by believing in Him (6:28-29).
C. Two Breads: Unlike manna that God gave through Moses, Jesus is the true “Bread” from heaven that gives eternal life (6:30-33).
D. Two Responses: Unlike bread that only sustains physical life, belief in Christ gives eternal life (6:34-40).
 (Many of the disciples deserted Jesus because…)   

III. Jesus’ claim to be the only source of life forces a decision (6:60-71).
Conclusion

1. Since Christ has authority over creation, trust Him to give you eternal life (MI).

2. There are only two real responses: we either accept him or reject him.
Bulletin with blanks

Introduction

1. Interest: Some people claim that people can really live forever.

2. Subject: How do we ___________ Jesus can give eternal life?
I.  Jesus showed His authority over ___________ and ___________ (6:1-21).
A. Jesus proved himself greater than Moses as the giver of eternal life by miraculously feeding 5000 Jews (6:1-15).

B. Jesus proved himself greater than Moses who brought Israel through the Sea by walking on water as the “I Am” (6:16-21).
II.  Jesus satisfies our ___________ hunger by giving us eternal life (6:22-59).
A. Two Foods: Unlike food that spoils, Jesus gives eternal life (6:22-27).
B. Two Works: Unlike human effort, Jesus enables us to do God’s work by believing in Him (6:28-29).
C. Two Breads: Unlike manna that God gave through Moses, Jesus is the true “Bread” from heaven that gives eternal life (6:30-33).
D. Two Responses: Unlike bread that only sustains physical life, belief in Christ gives eternal life (6:34-40).
III. Jesus’ claim to be the only source of life forces a ___________ (6:60-71).
Conclusion

1. Since Christ has ________________  _______  ____________, trust Him to give you eternal life (Main Idea).

2. There are only two real responses: we either accept him or reject him.
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