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Topic:
Evangelism

Theme:
Why should we share the gospel with people who aren’t like us?

Thrust:
The Gospel is for everyone

Purpose:
The listeners will break out of their cultural mode by sharing the gospel with those unlike them.
Introduction

1. Interest: “Birds of a feather flock together.” 

a) Our desire to be around those like us was evident in last week’s church dinner. 
b) Our desire to be around those who are like us shows in the type of people we share the gospel with.

2. Need: Can you relate?  Do you struggle with striking up a conversation with other nationalities? Many of us face this challenge of sharing the Gospel with another nationality—especially a country that doesn’t like your people—or even doubt whether the person will receive the Gospel.  Sometimes we also wonder what the person would think of us.

3. Subject: Why should we care for people who aren’t like us—care even enough to share the gospel with them?

4. Background: Racial prejudice was rampant in Christ’s day.

a) Jesus has already shared with Nicodemus [explain].

b) Ethnic groups were broadly speaking comprised of Jews & Gentiles.

c) But there was “some area” in between them.  

d) Jews saw life in three classes: Jews at the top, followed by Samaritans with Gentiles at the bottom.
e) Samaritans grew out of the Assyrian conquest.

f) Some still exist today in Israel.
5. Text/Theme: John 4 tells us how Jesus broke all social barriers and cultures to tell the various people in Samaria and Galilee that He is the Messiah.

6. Preview: John 4 has two major accounts—Christ revealing himself to a Samaritan and then to a Gentile official.
7. Setting: 
a) Six events preceded where we begin in John 4 today [2 map slides].

b) It begins with Jesus and His disciples traveling from Judea to Galilee, stopping to rest at noon at Jacob’s well just outside Sychar, Samaria (4:1-6).
c) Jews normally wouldn’t travel through Samaria just like tour groups typically avoid the West Bank today.

8. Transition: So what does this first story in verses 7-42 relate to us?  Simply that…
I.  Jesus loves those who are outcasts (4:7-42).

A. Jesus gave eternal life to an outcast woman in Samaria to show that his salvation is for all people (4:7-42).  It follows the typical betrothal sequence:
1. Jesus shared the gospel to an immoral Samaritan woman (4:7-26).
a) Front stage – Jesus shares that he is the source of salvation to a Samaritan woman at Jacob’s well outside of Sychar. 

b) Back stage - In Sychar, the disciples are purchasing food from the townspeople.

2. Jesus taught His disciples to share beyond the Jewish community (4:27-38).

a) Front stage – When the disciples rejoin Jesus and the woman, he teaches them to share about Him beyond their ethnic group, Jews. 

b) Back stage – The woman returns to town and tells her neighbors about Jesus who believe her and invite Jesus to stay with them. 

3. Grand Finale - Many Samaritans believed in Jesus (4:39-42).

B. This outcast woman couldn’t be more different than Nicodemus [explain].

1. Jesus gradually helped her progress in belief.

2. She discovered the “Living Water.”

3. Jesus is Messiah for outcasts.

C. Is Jesus teaching you to share with those who are unlike you?

1. Christ has gently taught me also to share with people unlike me (testimony).

2. He wants each of us to have a big heart towards all people—especially outcasts.

a) That's why CIC exists!

b) Do you love those who hate you?
II. Jesus loves those who are desperate (4:43-54).

A. Jesus gave eternal life in Cana to show that He loves Gentiles too (4:43-54).

1. Jesus went to Cana to perform His second miracle (4:43-46).

2. A royal official begged Jesus to come to Capernaum to heal his son (4:47-49).

3. The official took Jesus at His word to heal him from afar (4:50).

4. The official’s servants confirmed the official’s faith (4:51-52).

5. This second sign of Christ led the household to trust in Jesus (4:53-54).
B. Key Observations

1. This official was unlike Nicodemus and the Samaritan woman [chart].

2. He showed four types of faith (Wiersbe).

3. Signs are viewed positively in John compared to the Synoptics.

4. Signs point to Christ in the theology of John 2–4.

C. Do we care for those who really need help?

1. Some are lonely (Nancy calls 2-8 times daily).

2. Others have made bad mistakes (some students are willing to sacrifice their graduation to protect their pride).

3. Still others are simply idiots (lying).

4. Acts 1:8 actually begins earlier here in John 4 through Jesus’ example [2 slides].
Conclusion

1. The gospel is for everyone, so share with all regardless of their background or nationality (MI).
2. John 3:16 shows us how big God’s heart is.
3. Main Points: Jesus loves outcasts (7-42) and the desperate (43-54).
4. Applications: All three main characters in this story showed an evangelistic faith.

a) Like Jesus, we must overcome cultural and language barriers to share with anyone that God may put across our path.
b) Like the Samaritan woman and royal official, share your newfound faith to people around you.

5. How about all of us here? Are we still fervent in our sharing of the Gospel? Is our passion for Christ still burning in us?   Commit to share the gospel with the one God is putting on your heart to hear the Gospel from you this week.

Study Questions (Step 1)

Context:
What did the author record just prior to this passage?

Purpose:
Why is this passage in the Bible?

Background:
What historical context helps us understand this passage?

Questions

1. What does 4:1 indicate about John and Jesus compared to 3:22, 30?

2. How was Nicodemus different from the woman at the well?  What does this indicate?
	
	Nicodemus (3:1-36)
	Woman (4:1-42)
	Official (4:43-54)

	Sex
	Male
	Female
	Male

	Ethnicity
	Jew
	Samaritan
	Gentile

	Morality
	Moral
	Immoral
	Moral

	Status
	Highest Jew
	Lowest (of all ethnicities)
	High Gentile

	Initiator
	Nicodemus
	Jesus 
	Official

	Attitude
	Polite
	Hostile art First
	Polite

	Posture
	Seeking
	Indifferent at First
	Seeking

	Training 
	Religious
	Ignorant
	Secular

	Theology
	Orthodox
	Heterodox
	Unknown

	Content
	Theological
	Personal
	Practical

	Place
	Private
	Public
	Public

	Region
	Judea (Jerusalem)
	Samaria (Sychar)
	Galilee (Cana)

	Time
	Night
	Noon
	1 PM

	Occasion
	Planned visit
	“Chance” visit
	“Interrupted” Jesus

	Dialogue
	Fades into monologue
	Carried to the End
	Brief

	Response
	None recorded
	Evangelized whole town
	Household believed


3. What is the Samaritan theology behind John 4:20-25?

4. What point is Jesus making about harvesting in 4:34-38?

5. How are the Samaritans contrasted with the Galileans in 4:39-44?

6. What did Jesus teach though the sign in 4:46-54?

7. What was the “sixth hour” (4:6)?

a) Noon according to Jewish time, “morning and evening…when women would go forth to draw water” (Gen. 24:11). 
b) This was an unusual time to go to the well, most probably to avoid meeting people who knew her reputation.
8. Why did she say, “For Jews do not associate with Samaritans” (4:9)?

a) The pure Jews hated this mixed race because they felt that fellow Jews who had intermarried had betrayed their people and nation. The Samaritans were also offended when Nehemiah refused to let them helped in rebuilding the temple.

b) After that the Samaritans started their own religion, changing the Pentateuch to fit their sect. With this background, most Jews assumed that the Samaritans were ritually impure or unclean. Thus a Jew who used a drinking vessel after a Samaritan had touched it would become ceremonially unclean.

9. What did Jesus mean by saying “he would have given you living water” (4:10)?

a) The word translated living is used in Greek of flowing water, which leads to the woman’s misunderstanding in the following verse. 

b) She thought Jesus was referring to some unknown source of drinkable water. 

10.  “Where can you get this living water?” (4:11).

a) Jesus was speaking of living water, which was spiritual but the woman thought He was speaking of fresh drinking water. 

b) Her misunderstanding gave Jesus the opportunity to explain what He really meant. 

11. Why did the disciples ask, “Could someone have brought him food?” (4:33)?

a) The disciples thought Jesus was referred to physical food, while He was really speaking figuratively and spiritually. 

b) Jesus further explained what he meant: the food was His mission to do the will of God, leading naturally into the metaphor of the harvest. The Samaritan woman who believed and confessed her faith represented the food.

Outlines (Steps 2-5)
No One Excluded
John 4
Exegetical Outline (Steps 2-3)
Prologue: In chapter 4, John deals with Jesus’ successful ministry in Samaria. Jesus ministers to a variety of people: reaching an outcast woman from an outcast people, revealing His mission to His disciples, the many Samaritans who trusted in Him and finally a royal official and his household believed in Him.

Basic observations on John 4 from William Heng, SBC

A. Who: Jesus, Samaritans
, His disciples and the royal official
.

B. Where: Judea, Samaria, Sychar
, Cana and Galilee

C.  What:
· Jesus spokes to the Samaritan women at the well while the disciples had gone off into the town.

· Jesus reveals His mission on earth to His disciples.

· Jesus teaching and the Samaritan woman testimony led many Samaritans to believe Jesus is the Messiah. 

· Jesus healed the loyal official’s son.

Exegetical Idea: The reason Jesus granted eternal life to an immoral Samaritan woman and Gentile official was to show that it was for all kinds of people who believed in Him as the Messiah.

I.   The reason Jesus granted eternal life in Samaria was to show His disciples that he was Messiah for all (4:1-42).

A. Jesus offered eternal life to an immoral Samaritan woman (4:1-30).

1. Jesus left Judea and intentionally passed through Samaria towards Galilee (4:1-4).

2. Jesus crossed barriers to ask the Samaritan woman for a drink at Jacob’s well (4:5-9).

3. Jesus offered salvation to the Samaritan woman (4:10-18).

4. Jesus explained that the nature of true worship was belief in Him, not at a place (4:19-24).

5. Jesus revealed his identity as Messiah (4:25-26).

6. The Samaritan woman testified her faith to the entire town (4:27-30).

B. Jesus encouraged His disciples to share the Good News of eternal life to everyone regardless of their status (4:31-38).

C. Jesus granted eternal life to believers in the Samaritan village (4:39-42).

1. Many Samaritans believed because of the woman’s testimony (4:39-40).

2. Even more Samaritans believed because they heard Jesus personally (4:41-42).

III.
The reason Jesus granted eternal life to a desperate official in Cana was to show that He cared for believing Gentiles (4:43-54).

A. Jesus went to Cana to perform His second miracle (4:43-46).

B. A royal official begged Jesus to come to Capernaum to heal his son (4:47-49).

C. The official took Jesus at His word to heal him from afar (4:50).

D. The official’s servants confirmed the official’s faith (4:51-52).

E. This second sign of Christ led the household to trust in Jesus (4:53-54).

Purpose or Desired Listener Response (Step 4)
The listeners will break out of their cultural mode by sharing the gospel with those unlike them.

Homiletical Outline (Cyclical inductive form)—Steps 5-6

Subject: Why should we share the gospel with people who aren’t like us?

Introduction

1. Interest: “Birds of a feather flock together.” 

a) Our desire to be around those who are like us was evident in last week’s church dinner. 
b) Our desire to be around those who are like us shows in the type of people we share the gospel with.

2. Need: Can you relate?  Do you struggle with striking up a conversation with other nationalities? Many of us face this challenge of sharing the Gospel with another nationality—especially a country that doesn’t like your people—or even doubt whether the person will receive the Gospel.  Sometimes we also wonder what the person would think of us.

3. Subject: Why should we care for people who aren’t like us—care even enough to share the gospel with them?

4. Background: Racial prejudice was rampant in Christ’s day.

a) Jews saw life in three classes: Jews at the top, followed by Samaritans with Gentiles at the bottom.

b) Today we will see why Christ struck up a conversation and shared the Gospel with social outcasts—a despised, immoral Samaritan woman and a Gentile royal official.

5. Text: John 4 tells us how Jesus broke all social barriers and cultures to tell the various people in Samaria and Galilee that He is the Messiah.

6. Preview: John 4 has two major accounts.

7. Setting: It begins with Jesus and His disciples traveling from Judea to Galilee, stopping to rest at noon at Jacob’s well just outside Sychar, Samaria (4:1-6).
8. Transition: So what does this first story in verses 7-42 relate to us?  Simply that…
I.  Jesus loves those who are outcasts (4:7-42).

A. Jesus gave eternal life to an outcast woman in Samaria to show that his salvation is for all people (4:7-42).

1. Jesus shared the gospel to an immoral Samaritan woman (4:7-26).
a) Front stage – Jesus shares that he is the source of salvation to a Samaritan woman at Jacob’s well outside of Sychar. 

b) Back stage - In Sychar, the disciples are purchasing food from the townspeople.

2. Jesus taught His disciples to share beyond the Jewish community (4:27-38).

a) Front stage – When the disciples rejoin Jesus and the woman, he teaches them to share about Him beyond their ethnic group, Jews. 

b) Back stage – The woman returns to town and tells her neighbors about Jesus who believe her and invite Jesus to stay with them. 

3. Grand Finale - Many Samaritans believed in Jesus (4:39-42).

B. Christ has gently taught me also to share with people unlike me (testimony).
II. Jesus loves those who are desperate (4:43-54).

A. Jesus gave eternal life in Cana to show that He loves Gentiles too (4:43-54).

1. Jesus went to Cana to perform His second miracle (4:43-46).

2. A royal official begged Jesus to come to Capernaum to heal his son (4:47-49).

3. The official took Jesus at His word to heal him from afar (4:50).

4. The official’s servants confirmed the official’s faith (4:51-52).

5. This second sign of Christ led the household to trust in Jesus (4:53-54).
B. Do we care for those who really need help?
Conclusion

1. The gospel is for everyone, so share with all regardless of their background and nationality (MI).

2. Main Points
a) Jesus loves outcasts (4:7-42).
b) Jesus loves Gentiles (4:43-54).
3. Applications: All three main characters in this story showed an evangelistic faith.

a) Like Jesus, we must overcome cultural and language barriers to share with anyone that God may put across our path.
b) Like the Samaritan woman, we must share our newfound faith to people around us.

c) Like the royal official, evangelism starts at home.
4. How about all of us here? Are we still fervent in our sharing of the Gospel? Is our passion for Christ still burning in us?   Think of someone God is putting on your heart to hear the Gospel from you this week.
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Tentative Theme/Thrust Statements (Step 5)

Text

Possible Illustrations (Step 6)

1. Text

Possible Applications (Step 6)

1. Text

� The Samaritans were descendants of 2 groups:(1) The remnant of Israelites who were not deported after the fall of Israel in 722 B.C.; (2) Foreign colonists brought in from Babylonia and Media by the Assyrians conquerors to settle the land with inhabitants who would be loyal to Assyria.


� “Royal official” refers here to a servant of Herod, tetrarch of Galilee. Capernaum was a border town, so doubtless there were many administrative officials in residence there.


� Sychar was somewhere in the vicinity of Shechem, possibly the village of Askar, 1.5km northeast of Jacob’s well.





