Rick Griffith, PhD
When You Really Mess Things Up (John 21)
16

Crossroads International Church
Dr. Rick Griffith

27 February 2011
Message #29

NIV
40 Minutes

When You Really Mess Things Up…
John 21

Topic:
Restoration

Theme:
How does Jesus restore us when we really mess things up?

Thrust:
Jesus restores us to the calling He has for us.

Purpose:
The listeners will pursue Christ’s calling for them—not their own.
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Introduction

1. Interest: [Failure often leads people to the place of no return.]

a) Years ago when I was the chairman of the board at an international school, several of our people had concerns about our new principal.  Many of them went to him with different issues, but to no avail.  Since I felt I had an obligation to address the matter at the board level, I investigated things and typed up all of these concerns in an email to the board.  I put the principal’s name at the top, copied to all the board members, and hit the “send” button.

b) At that point I had a terrible feeling and looked closer at the email heading.  I had intended to put the principal’s name only in the “Subject” line, but, to my horror, I had typed his name in the “To” line!   My heart sank to my stomach as I looked at my computer in disbelief.  Did I really just send all of these complaints directly to him?  Yes, I did.  

c) This was the closest I had ever come to suicide.  I mark it as one of the most dismal failures.
2. Need: How many of you have ever failed?  Raise your hand.  If you didn’t raise your hand, you failed to tell the truth!  

a) Surely you have failed a school assignment, in business, or, in a more serious way, in a relationship such as marriage.

b) The worst kind of failure, of course, is to fail Christ.  When you think of all he has done for you, he deserves your all, doesn’t he?  But too often we fail him—and feel miserable about it.

c) So what do you do after messing up royally?  How do you get back on track?  Can you return?  Yes—Christ can restore us, but…
3. Subject: How does Jesus restore us after we really mess things up?

4. Background: Peter and all the disciples had failed Christ by either running away or outright denial.  Then Jesus appeared alive.  Now what?  Not all was back to normal again.  They still needed to be restored—especially Peter.

5. Text: John 21 shows how Jesus restored Peter to his calling at Lake Tiberias.  I’ve really wrestled with how to sum up this account of the miraculous catch of fish, Peter’s reinstatement by Jesus, and the debate over John’s death.  But now I believe…
6. Preview: This chapter shows three ways that Christ restores us after failure.  Ultimately the restoration comes from Jesus, but I’m going to word these are three things we can do for him to restore us.
7. Transition: The first way that Christ can help you come to terms with your calling is…

I.
Admit you need Christ even where you feel competent (21:1-14).

A. Jesus helped Peter see he needed Christ even where he felt competent (21:1-14).

1. Peter failed even in his area of expertise—fishing (21:1-3).
a) Peter wasn’t just “going fishing.”  He was a fisherman by trade—and a good one.

b) But he knew that he also was the only disciple who had denied even knowing Christ.  How could he go on now?  May as well go back to what he knew about.

c) But after the entire evening, he had not a minnow to show for it.  Yet…
2. Peter’s trust in Christ’s advice led to a great catch (21:4-6).

3. Despite this huge catch, Jesus fed them his own breakfast to show them his sufficiency in ministry (21:7-14).
a) Peter must have experienced déjà vu here (explain slide).

b) Jesus’ message is repeated: “You need me to be truly competent!”
B. Do you admit that you need Christ even in your area of competence?

1. My area of competence was sales.  Both of my parents were realtors at times, my step-father sold auto accessories, and my brothers and sister all worked in sales too.

a) I recall meeting an older businessman at a wedding when I was in college.  We had a great discussion and he said he’d been looking for someone with my “relational skills” to be a salesman.  He said, “If you come work for me, I think you can become a very wealthy man!” 

b) I had sales experience in a variety of areas.  I sold ice cream, then toys, pizzas—you name it.  In high school and college I had 18 different jobs, mostly in sales. 

c) Eventually I found myself married and poor in seminary.  But a seminary buddy of mine began selling The Book of Life—no, not the Lamb’s book of life in Revelation 20!  This one was a 24-volume Christian encyclopedia that Mike sold repeatedly, so he had plenty of money.  

d) I thought to myself, “Hey, I could do that too.  I have a lot of sales experience and even a bachelor’s degree in business marketing.”  So I got on with the same firm and began my sales calls.

e) Guess how many sets I had sold after three months?  None! “Have you sold anything?”  “No, not one.”  Christ wanted me to see that even where I thought myself competent, I needed him.  The end of the story—I went through both masters and doctoral studies for $28,000 debt-free.

2. What’s your area of competence?

a) Fishing like Peter?  That’s not my area!  I am a master at finding the secret fishing spots—so secret even the fish don’t know about them!

b) Some of us are great at banking—or accounting—or teaching.  Have you admitted that without Christ, even these areas of strength are doomed to failure?


(So, for Christ to restore you after failure, admit you need Christ even where you feel competent.  But what are you supposed to do for your calling?  How do we show our love for Christ?)
II. Show your love for Christ by loving people (21:15-17).

A. Jesus reinstated Peter thrice to teach that love for Christ is shown in love for people (21:15-17).

1. What are “these”?  (Review 3 options on slide)

2. The Greek here is significant.

a) Christ asked for unconditional love (agape) twice, but Peter responded with friendship love (phileo).  

b) Finally, even when Jesus asked for phileo love, Peter didn’t catch on and say, “No, Lord, I agape you!”  He still responded with phileo.

c) The Greek words here show that Peter was hesitant to declare unconditional love for Christ again.

3. Nevertheless, Christ still recommissioned Peter to care for believers.
a) “Feed my sheep” in the literal sense is to provide food for lambs and sheep.

b) In the limited sense, Christ meant for Peter to take his teaching ministry seriously.

(1) He shouldn’t feed the believers (the “sheep”) junk food.

(2) He also mustn’t abuse sheep like this person did who made them into a chair!

c) But “feed my sheep” in the broader sense is to care for people—especially believers.

d) As we look for a new pastor for this church, one man who helps find pastors for international churches wrote Lewis to ask for our salary package and job description.

(1) I don’t want to be overly simplistic, but Jesus gave Peter a pretty simple job description.  It makes me want to tell inquirers, “You feed our sheep, we’ll feed you too!”  

(2) Jesus’ job description is, “Feed my sheep” and our church’s salary package is to make sure we will “feed the feeder.”

e) Jesus knew that the way to get Peter out of his tunnel vision regarding fishing was to do the same miracle again, and then reinstate him three times to care for others.
B. Do you show your love for Christ by loving others?

1. Christ asks you three times whether you love him by loving others?  Too often we say, “Well, Lord, I love them with a human affection…”

2. Every week in our vision statement I remind you that when we love God, we also must love the church and love the nations.

3. Loving people is loving Christ.

4. Every single spiritual gift relates to loving people (explain all 9)—1 Cor. 13 center
(So, for Christ to restore you after failure, admit you need Christ even where you feel competent—and make sure your love for Christ is seen in loving others.  But should we be concerned about their callings too?  We can help them, but…)
III. Don't worry about Christ’s plan for others (21:18-23).

A. Jesus warned Peter not to worry about His plan for John (21:18-23).

1. Even though Peter would follow Jesus to martyrdom, Christ still commanded him to follow (21:18-19).

2. Christ helped Peter focus only on his own obedience—not John’s (21:20-23).

a) Peter asked if John would also be a martyr for Christ (21:20-21).

b) Jesus’ ambiguous answer began a rumor that John would live until Christ’s return while he was actually only encouraging Peter to follow him without concern for God’s will for John (21:22-23).

B. Jesus also commands us not to question his calling for others—so do you show your love for Christ by minding your own business?

1. You know that next week we will take in new members—but who calls you to do this?  Me?  No.  You must be led by Christ himself!

2. The same applies to baptism.  The leaders obviously need to teach what we understand as the scriptural teaching on this, but I do not question your calling to when you accept baptism.  This is Christ’s work.

(OK, it’s time to summarize and wrap up this chapter and the book of John as a whole.  So, back to where we started today…)
Conclusion

1. Subject Repeated: How does Jesus restore us after we really mess things up?  How does Christ help us come to terms with our calling?

2. Main Idea: Jesus restores us to the calling He has for us.
3. Main Points: How can you come to terms with your calling?  How can you find it?
a) Admit you need Christ even where you feel competent (21:1-14).
b) Show your love for Christ by loving people (21:15-17).
c) Don't worry about Christ’s plan for others (21:18-23).
4. Epilogue to the Epilogue: John gives a true account of Christ’s life in his gospel (21:24-25).

a) John confessed to being both the eyewitness disciple of verses 20-23 and the author of this gospel (21:24).

b) This gospel records only a fraction of the many things Jesus did to help his readers to see that, while incomplete, this is an authoritative account of Jesus Christ (21:25).

5. Application: To conclude this 29th and final sermon on John’s gospel, allow me to remind you of the main idea in these last two chapters for those yet to trust Christ and for those who already know him…
a) For Unbelievers: Do you believe in the Jesus of this gospel?  John 20:30-31 says…

b) For Believers: Jesus said, “Follow me.” Are you pursuing Christ’s calling—or your own?  How are you fulfilling his command to feed his sheep—to center your life around people?

6. Prayer
Study Questions (Step 1)

Context:
What did the author record just prior to this passage?

Purpose:
Why is this passage in the Bible?

1. The key purpose of John’s gospel is to elicit trust in Christ as God (20:30-31), so the whole book leads up to this purpose statement.

2. Chapter 21 then functions as an epilogue for those that have placed faith in Jesus—to help them see that he is sufficient for their life and ministry until death.

Background:
What historical context helps us understand this passage?

Questions

1. What is the key teaching of the miraculous catch of fish in John 21 and how does this chapter fit into the argument of John’s Gospel?

2. Does Peter initiating fishing indicate a return to his profession (20:3)?  Why or why not?

3. Does this miraculous catch of fish relate to the similar miracle when Jesus called Peter (Luke 5:1-11)?  If so, how?

4. What was Jesus asking Peter to compare his love to when he said, “more than these” (20:15)?  What was Christ’s point?

5. What is the significance of Peter’s responses to Christ’s questions?

6. Is there validity in the different words Peter uses for “love” when responding to Christ?

7. How does John’s final declaration relate to his argument (20:24-25)?

Outlines (Steps 2-5)

When You Really Mess Things Up…
John 21

NOT USED: Exegetical Outline 1 with Jesus as Subject (Steps 2-3)
Exegetical Idea 1: The way Jesus confirmed that he is worthy to love was to reward their obedience at the Sea, reinstate Peter, and give readers faith that John’s Gospel is true (Ch. 21).

I.   The way Jesus confirmed His adequacy for them was to miraculously reward their obedience by feeding them at the Sea of Tiberias (21:1-14).

A. The disciples’ own fishing attempt failed (21:1-3).

B. The disciples’ trust in Christ’s advice led to a great catch (21:4-6).

C. Despite the disciples’ huge catch, Jesus gave them his own breakfast to show his sufficiency for them in ministry (21:7-14).

II.  The way Jesus showed that he is worthy to love until death was to reinstate Peter to show love for him by teaching his people without concern for Christ’s plan for John (21:15-23).

A. Jesus reinstated Peter thrice to show him that he must teach God’s people from love for Christ—not from a lack of failure (21:15-17).

B. Even though Peter’s commitment to follow Christ would end in death, Christ still commanded him to follow (21:18-19).

C. Christ refused to answer Peter's question about John's death to subdue a rumor that John would not die and help Peter to focus only on his own obedience (21:20-23).

1. Peter questioned whether John would also be a martyr for Christ (21:20-21).

2. Jesus’ ambiguous answer began an unfounded rumor that John would live until Christ’s second coming while he was actually only encouraging Peter to follow him without concern for God’s will for John or others (21:22-23).

III. The way Jesus confirmed that he is worthy to love was to give readers faith that John’s Gospel is true (21:24-25).

A. John confessed to being both the disciple of verses 20-23 and the author of this gospel (21:24).

B. John notes that this gospel records only a fraction of the many things Jesus did to help his readers to see that, while incomplete, this is an accurate and authoritative account of Jesus Christ (21:25).

NOT USED: Exegetical Outline 2 with Disciples as Subject (Steps 2-3)
Exegetical Idea: The way the disciples were to confirm Christ as their Lord was by obeying his fishing command at the Sea, by teaching his people, by not questioning his plan for John, and by trusting this account (Ch. 21).

I.   The way the disciples were to confirm Christ as their Lord was by obeying his command to fish again at the Sea of Tiberias (21:1-14).

A. The attempt of seven disciples to fish was a dismal failure (21:1-3).

B. The disciples’ obedience to Christ’s command led to a great catch (21:4-6).

C. The disciples contributed to Jesus’ breakfast to show that ministry is a combined effort (21:7-14).

II. The way Peter and the disciples were to confirm Christ as their Lord was by being reinstated to love and obey him by teaching Christ’s believers and by not worrying about Christ’s plan for John (21:15-19).

A. Jesus thrice reinstated Peter to show love for him by teaching God’s people—not doing a multitude of other tasks (21:15-17).

B. Even though Peter’s commitment to follow Christ would end in his own crucifixion, Christ still commanded him to obey until death (21:18-19).

III. Christ refused to answer Peter's question about John's death to subdue a rumor that John would not die and help Peter to focus only on his own obedience (21:20-23).

A. Peter questioned whether John would also be a martyr for Christ (21:20-21).

B. Jesus’ ambiguous answer began an unfounded rumor that John would live until Christ’s second coming while he was actually only encouraging Peter to follow him without concern for God’s will for John or others (21:22-23).

IV. The way the disciples were to confirm Christ as their Lord was by trusting that John’s gospel was a true, eyewitness account of only selected events (21:24-25).

A. John confessed to being both the disciple of verses 20-23 and the author of this gospel (21:24).

B. John notes that this gospel records only a fraction of the many things Jesus did to help his readers to see that, while incomplete, this is an accurate and authoritative account of Jesus Christ (21:25).

Final Exegetical Outline 3 with Jesus Reinstating Peter (Steps 2-3)
Exegetical Idea 3: The reason Jesus reinstated Peter after his denials through rewarding his obedience at the Sea and recommissioning him was so John’s readers would place their faith in Christ (Ch. 21).

I.   The way Jesus reinstated Peter was to help him see his need for Christ even in in fishing where he felt competent (21:1-14).

A. Peter returned to his area of competence in fishing but still failed (21:1-3).

B. The disciples’ trust in Christ’s advice led to a great catch (21:4-6).

C. Despite the disciples’ huge catch, Jesus gave them his own breakfast to show his sufficiency for them in ministry (21:7-14).

II.  The way Jesus reinstated Peter was to show love for him by caring for his people without concern for Christ’s plan for John (21:15-23).

A. Jesus reinstated Peter thrice to show him that he must teach God’s people from love for Christ—not from a lack of failure (21:15-17).

B. Even though Peter’s commitment to follow Christ would end in death, Christ still commanded him to follow (21:18-19).

C. Christ refused to answer Peter's question about John's death to subdue a rumor that John would not die and help Peter to focus only on his own obedience (21:20-23).

1. Peter questioned whether John would also be a martyr for Christ (21:20-21).

2. Jesus’ ambiguous answer began an unfounded rumor that John would live until Christ’s second coming while he was actually only encouraging Peter to follow him without concern for God’s will for John or others (21:22-23).

III. The reason Jesus reinstated Peter after his denials was to help readers trust that John’s Gospel is true (21:24-25).

A. John confessed to being both the disciple of verses 20-23 and the author of this gospel (21:24).

B. John notes that this gospel records only a fraction of the many things Jesus did to help his readers to see that, while incomplete, this is an accurate and authoritative account of Jesus Christ (21:25).

Purpose or Desired Listener Response (Step 4)
The listeners will pursue Christ’s calling for them—not their own.

Sermon Outline Based on EO 3 with Jesus as Subject (Cyclical inductive form)—Steps 5-6

Subject: How does Jesus restore us after we really mess things up?

Introduction

1. Interest: Failure often leads people to the place of no return.
2. Need: Have you ever failed?  Can you return
3. Subject: How does Jesus restore us after we really mess things up?

4. Background: Peter had failed Christ and needed to be restored.

5. Text: John 21 shows how Jesus restored Peter to his calling.

6. Preview: This chapter shows three ways that Christ restores us after failure.

7. Transition: The first way that Christ can help you come to terms with your calling is…

I.
Admit you need Christ even where you feel competent (21:1-14).

A. Jesus helped Peter see he needed Christ even where he felt competent (21:1-14).

1. Peter failed even in his area of expertise—fishing (21:1-3).

2. Peter’s trust in Christ’s advice led to a great catch (21:4-6).

3. Despite the huge catch, Jesus fed them his own breakfast to show them his sufficiency in ministry (21:7-14).

B. Do you admit that you need Christ even in your area of competence?

II. Show your love for Christ by loving people (21:15-17).

A. Jesus reinstated Peter thrice to teach that love for Christ is shown in love for people (21:15-17).

B. Do you show your love for Christ by loving others?
III. Don't worry about Christ’s plan for others (21:18-23).

A. Jesus warned Peter not to worry about His plan for John (21:18-23).

B. Jesus commands us not to question his calling for others—so do you show your love for Christ by minding your own business?
Conclusion

1. Subject Repeated: How does Jesus restore us after we really mess things up?  How does Christ help us come to terms with our calling?

2. Key Idea: Jesus restores us to the calling He has for us.
3. Main Points: How can you come to terms with your calling?
a) Admit you need Christ even where you feel competent (21:1-14).
b) Show your love for Christ by loving people (21:15-17).
c) Don't worry about Christ’s plan for others (21:18-23).
4. Epilogue to the Epilogue: John gives a true account of Christ’s life in his gospel (21:24-25).

5. Application: To conclude this 29th and final sermon on John’s gospel…
a) Unbelievers: Do you believe in the Jesus of this gospel?

b) Believers: Are you pursuing Christ’s calling—or your own?
Discussion Questions:

Tentative Theme/Thrust Statements (Step 5)

The reason the risen Lord came to disciples at the Tiberius Sea, especially to Peter, was so that they could confirm Jesus as the Lord they will obey completely.

=Why does Jesus keep revealing himself to us?
1. Jesus gives us everything we need to love and obey him (MI).

Titles:

Is Jesus Enough?

Adequacy in Christ

How Christ Restores Us

When You Really Mess Things Up…
Possible Illustrations (Step 6)

1. Most governments want Christian leaders only to take care of the social needs of people—not to teach them true doctrine.  But Jesus said, “Feed my lambs.”  As Christian leaders, we MUST TEACH Christ’s sheep to follow him!
Introduction

1. Interest: We often have too low a view of Christ—that he whacks us when we mess up.

2. Need: Do you see how gentle Christ has been to you?  Can you point to specific times when he reaffirmed your faith—especially after failure?

3. Subject: How does Jesus confirm to us that he is worthy of our love?

4. Background: Peter and all the disciples had failed Christ by either running away or outright denial.  Then Jesus appeared alive.  Now what?  Not all was back to normal again.  They still needed to be restored—especially Peter.

5. Text: John 21 shows how he reconfirmed their love.

6. Preview: This chapter shows three ways that Christ confirms to us that he is worthy of our love—especially after failure.

7. Transition: The first way that Christ confirms that he is worthy of our love is…

Possible Applications (Step 6)

1. Text

For worship planning with blanks filled in…

Introduction

1. Subject: How does Jesus restore us after we really mess things up?

2. Background: Peter had failed Christ and needed to be restored.

I.
Admit you need Christ even where you feel competent (21:1-14).

A. Jesus helped Peter see he needed Christ even where he felt competent (21:1-14).

1. Peter failed even in his area of expertise—fishing (21:1-3).

2. Peter’s trust in Christ’s advice led to a great catch (21:4-6).

3. Despite the huge catch, Jesus fed them his own breakfast to show them his sufficiency in ministry (21:7-14).

B. Do you admit that you need Christ even in your area of competence?

II. Show your love for Christ by loving people (21:15-17).

A. Jesus reinstated Peter thrice to teach that love for Christ is shown in love for people (21:15-17).

B. Do you show your love for Christ by loving others?
III. Don't worry about Christ’s plan for others (21:18-23).

A. Jesus warned Peter not to worry about His plan for John (21:18-23).

B. Jesus commands us not to question his calling for others—so do you show your love for Christ by minding your own business?
Conclusion

1. Subject Repeated: How does Jesus restore us after we really mess things up

2. Main Idea: Jesus restores us to the calling He has for us.
3. Epilogue to the Epilogue: John gives a true account of Christ’s life in his gospel (21:24-25).

4. Application: To conclude this 29th and final sermon on John’s gospel…
a) Unbelievers: Do you believe in the Jesus of this gospel?

b) Believers: Are you pursuing Christ’s calling—or your own?
For worship planning with blanks filled in…

Introduction

1. Subject: How does Jesus _____________ us after we really mess things up?

2. Background: Peter had failed Christ and needed to be restored.

I.
Admit you need Christ even where you feel _____________ (21:1-14).

A. Jesus helped Peter see he needed Christ even where he felt competent (21:1-14).

1. Peter failed even in his area of expertise—fishing (21:1-3).

2. Peter’s trust in Christ’s advice led to a great catch (21:4-6).

3. Despite the huge catch, Jesus fed them his own breakfast to show them his sufficiency in ministry (21:7-14).

B. Do you admit that you need Christ even in your area of competence?

II. Show your love for Christ by loving _____________ (21:15-17).

A. Jesus reinstated Peter thrice to teach that love for Christ is shown in love for people (21:15-17).

B. Do you show your love for Christ by loving others?
III. Don't worry about Christ’s _____________  for others (21:18-23).

A. Jesus warned Peter not to worry about His plan for John (21:18-23).

B. Jesus commands us not to question his calling for others—so do you show your love for Christ by minding your own business?
Conclusion

1. Subject Repeated: How does Jesus restore us after we really mess things up

2. Main Idea: Jesus restores us to the _____________  ______  _____ for us.
3. Epilogue to the Epilogue: John gives a true account of Christ’s life in his gospel (21:24-25).

4. Unbelievers: Do you believe in the Jesus of this gospel?

5. Believers: Are you pursuing Christ’s calling—or your own?
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