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Christ’s Death

Theme:
Christ must have died for our sin 

Thrust:
since it was so prophetic, selfless and certain.

Purpose:
The listeners will know how Christ’s death actually paid for their sin.

Video:
VTS_01_7.VOB from minute counter 3:20 to 8:05 (= 4:45 minutes) 

Introduction

1. Interest: What does love look like?  Is it sentimental?  Emotional?
a) Well, as Christians we know that love doesn’t masquerade in immorality and lies for personal pleasure.  
b) Love gives the very best—which is life itself.  Jesus said it well in John 15:13, “Greater love has no one than this, than to lay down one’s life for his friends.”

2. Raise Curiosity: We believe the best expression of love ever was Christ’s death for us.  

a) Can you name a greater evidence of love than the cross?  If so, what?  

b) But some doubt that Jesus really did show his love for us on the cross—including many readers of John’s gospel. So…

3. Subject: How do we know that Christ’s death actually paid for our sin?

4. Background: The pressure against Christ up to John 19 has been mounting, but Jesus was not a victim who was being outwitted. 

a) In John 18 Jesus controlled his own arrest.

b) Then his six illegal trials proved him innocent!

(1) The trial by Annas was illegal (explain slide).

(2) The trial by Caiaphas was also illegal (explain).

(3) Then the trials by Romans were illegal (explain).

5. Text: Today in John 19:16b-42 we finish the passion account where it shows how Christ voluntarily gave his life for us.
6. Preview: Today we’ll see true love in two movements—Christ’s death and burial—that they support the concept of his atonement.

7. Transition: The first evidence that Jesus genuinely took our sin upon him was that…

I.
Christ fulfilled Scripture in his selfless death (19:16b-37).

[Jesus paid for our sin by dying to fulfill prophecy and with utmost care for others.]

A. Jesus showed selflessness by carrying his own cross (19:16b-17).

1. The typical criminal had to do this—even those crucified on either side of Christ.

2. But Jesus didn’t have to carry his own cross.  Matt. 26:53 says had the power to get out of arrest when he could have called 72,000 angels!  That’s 12 legions of angels to defend Him. A Roman legion numbered about 6,000 soldiers.
B. Jesus died selflessly in public crucifixion amidst contempt by the Jews (19:18-22).

1. We can’t really imagine the shame of crucifixion today as we execute criminals clothed.  But, despite what the movies show, Jesus was totally naked—no loin cloth!

2. Jesus’ crucifixion was definitely public.  To intensify the shame, a sign above Jesus was in three languages so the many who passed by on this key road just outside the city could read it.  Passover was the biggest holiday of the year with about 90,000 people in Jerusalem.  Interestingly, the northern site for the crucifixion of Christ is the outcropping that looks like a skull at Gordon’s Calvary—which is still next to a popular place—a bus station!

C. Jesus fulfilled Scripture by allowing His clothes to be divided and bargained for (19:23-24).

1. One might think that Jesus would, at the least, have his mother take his clothes—but no, he was not spared the indignity of even having his clothes taken from him.

2. Wiersbe notes, “At most Roman executions, a centurion would be assigned with four soldiers to assist him… It was the privilege of the soldiers to share whatever personal belongings the victims had; so they divided up all that Jesus owned—His personal clothing. He would have had a turban, a pair of sandals, an undergarment (the seamless robe), an outer garment, and a girdle. The four men each took a piece of clothing, and then they gambled for the seamless robe.”

3. Psalm 22:18 was fulfilled in, “They divided my garments among themselves and threw dice for my clothing” (19:24 NLT).

D. Jesus died selflessly by committing care for His mother to His disciple John (19:25-27).

1. Most crucified men could not endure such shame and pain, so they heaped abuse on their tormenters.  Instead, Jesus prayed that God would forgive them!  Rather than concern for himself, Christ also thought about the future care of his mother.

2. His care will continue through John, to whom he says, “Here is your mother” (19:27).  

a) Why John instead of Jesus’ siblings? 

b) Remember in John 7:5 that his brothers did not even believe in Christ, unlike the beloved disciple John (13:23).  But Jesus, as the Good Shepherd (10:4), cares for his own mother as he would the rest of his sheep.

E. Jesus fulfilled Scripture as the living water who thirsted (19:28-29).

1. Psalm 22:15; 69:21 was fulfilled with Christ declaring, “I am thirsty” (John 19:28).
2.  “I am thirsty” (19:28) shows irony, for the One who gives living water (4:14; 7:38-39) willingly allowed himself to thirst.  Christ quotes Psalm 69:21 here—a psalm that ends with triumph in his fulfillment of this prophecy.

F. Jesus fulfilled Scripture as the One who paid for all sin (19:30).

1. You and I have a tremendous debt to God.  

a) Have you ever broken God’s commandment by lying?  What does that make you?  Yes, a liar!

b) Have you ever prioritized something else ahead of God?  What does that make you?  Yes, an idolater!

c) Suppose you only sinned three times a day—a word, action, or thought less than God—that’s 1000 sins a year!  And that’s good year!  How many thousands of your sins separate you from God?

d) We can plead that God is merciful—and he is—but his mercy is balanced with his justice that requires payment for your sin—not just token payment, but death!

2. When Jesus declared, “It is finished” (19:30), it was a legal term meaning “paid in full.”  Our sin on him recalls the many times in John when Christ claimed that his “hour” had not yet come (2:4; 13:1, etc.).  Now his “hour” had come to pay the redemption for which He had come.

G. Jesus fulfilled Scripture with the piercing of his side instead of breaking his legs (19:31-37).

1. How would the breaking of a victim’s legs bring death (19:31)?  The way to hasten death was to prevent the crucified man from pushing up to take a breath—so breaking the legs prevented breathing.  The shock and loss of more blood by having the legs broken with a heavy mallet also hastened death
2. The Passover lamb was to be without a defect—including even after death.  “Not one of his bones will be broken” (John 19:36 NLT) fulfilled two OT texts:
a) Exodus 12:46 commanded, “Each Passover lamb must be eaten in one house. Do not carry any of its meat outside, and do not break any of its bones.”
b) Ps. 34:20 prophesied, “For the Lord protects the bones of the righteous; not one of them is broken!”

3. “They will look on the one they pierced” (Zech. 12:10) was fulfilled in John 19:37 with the soldier thrusting a spear into his side.
4. To sum up, John’s purpose in verse 35 was so you and I can believe in Jesus.

(So verses 16b-37 show the twin evidences of both Christ’s selfless nature and the fulfillment of many OT prophecies.  These show us that his death was unlike any other in that it was a sacrificial death for our sins.  A second way we know he died for us is in verses 38-42 which show that…)

II. Christ’s burial proved he was truly dead (19:38-42).

[We know Jesus really did pay for our sin by the fact that he truly died, which sets the stage for the resurrection in John 20.]

A. The previously secret believers, Joseph and Nicodemus, prepared his body for burial in 33 kilos of spices (19:38-40).

1. Where could they get so many spices quickly and a brand new tomb so close by? We don’t know, but what we do know is that…

2. The appearance of these men reminds us that there exist many even today who are secret believers—men and women who feel they cannot openly declare Christ. 

B. The body was laid in a brand new, expensive, rock-hewn garden tomb rather than in the Potter’s Field (19:41-42).

1. Why was it so important that Jesus was buried in a tomb?

a) The wrapping and burial in 33 kilos of spices proved that he was truly dead.

b) Normally a criminal’s body was thrown into the Valley of Hinnom and burned or eaten by dogs.  But if his body was burned there, claim of a resurrection would be absurd.  So his enemies actually protected his body for credibility purposes!

c) The tomb burial allowed secret believers Nicodemus and Joseph to come forward. 

2. But what was the main reason the burial of Christ is significant?  It proved that Christ was indeed dead.  You can’t have a resurrection unless you first have a dead man!

(We began with the question, “How do we know that Christ’s death actually paid for our sin?”  So how can we be sure his death was unlike any other?  I sum up the whole passage in this way…)

Conclusion

1. Christ must have died for our sin since it was so prophetic, selfless and certain (MI).  Jesus’ death was a selfless fulfillment of Scripture ending in tomb burial (restated MI).

2. Main Points: How do we know that Christ’s death actually paid for our sin?

a) Christ fulfilled Scripture in his selfless death (19:16b-37).

b) Christ’s burial showed him as truly dead (19:38-42).

3. Application: Let me leave you to answer one of two questions…

a) Pre-believers: Will you trust in Christ’s death that paid for your sin?

b) Believers: What cost could you pay that is too much for the one who died for you?  Please watch this sequence of pictures…

c) Prayer
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Introduction

1. Interest: Happy Valentines Day!  This is a day that we are supposed to celebrate love, so what does love look like?  

a) Some think of love as very sentimental or sexual.  Just check out any of the movie clips—like this movie that just came out on Friday.  Starring Jennifer Aniston and Adam Sandler, the new movie “Just Go with It” is about Adam wanting to get in bed with another woman and his lie is that he is married but wants out.  Of course, he’s actually single but somehow adultery is deemed better than fornication, so he convinces Jennifer to pretend she’s his wife.

b) Well, as Christians we know that love doesn’t masquerade in immorality and lies for personal pleasure.  Love gives the very best—which is life itself.  Jesus said it well in John 15:13, “Greater love has no one than this, than to lay down one’s life for his friends.”

2. Raise Curiosity: Christians believe that the best expression of love ever was Christ’s death for us.  

a) Can you name a greater evidence of love than the cross?  If so, what?  

b) But some doubt that Jesus really did show his love for us on the cross—including many readers of John’s gospel. So…

3. Subject: How do we know that Christ’s death actually paid for our sin?

4. Background: The pressure against Christ up to John 19 has been mounting, but Jesus was not a victim who was being outwitted. 

a) In our last message on John 18 we saw that Jesus controlled his own arrest.

b) Then his six illegal trials proved him innocent!

(1) The trial by Annas was illegal (explain slide).

(2) The trial by Caiaphas was also illegal (explain).

(3) Then the trials by Romans were illegal (explain).

5. Text: Today in John 19:16b-42 we finish the passion account where it shows how Christ voluntarily gave his life for us.
6. Preview: Today we’ll see true love two movements—Christ’s death and burial—that they support the concept of his atonement.

7. Transition: The first evidence that Jesus genuinely took our sin upon him was that…

I.
Christ fulfilled Scripture in his selfless death (19:16b-37).

[We know Jesus paid for our sin by dying in fulfillment of prophecy and with continued concern for others.]

A. Jesus showed selflessness by carrying his own cross (19:16b-17).

1. The typical criminal had to do this—even those crucified on either side of Christ.

2. But Jesus didn’t have to carry his own cross.  Matt. 26:53 says had the power to get out of arrest when he could have called 72,000 angels!  Why would this be different?

Barbieri (BKC: NT) notes, “He could have called on His Father who would have sent 12 legions of angels to defend Him. A Roman legion numbered about 6,000 soldiers. Such angelic protection (of about 72,000 angels!) could easily have defended Jesus from any opposition. But it was not God’s will for Jesus to be rescued. Jesus’ arrest occurred because He permitted it.”
B. Jesus died selflessly in public crucifixion amidst contempt by the Jews (19:18-22).

1. We can’t really imagine the shame of crucifixion today as we execute criminals clothed.  But, despite what the movies show, Jesus was totally naked—no loin cloth!

2. We’re not sure which of two popular locations it took place, but it was definitely public.  To intensify the shame, a sign above Jesus was in three languages so the many who passed by on this key road just outside the city could read it.  Passover was the biggest holiday of the year with about 90,000 people in Jerusalem.  Interestingly, the northern site for the crucifixion of Christ is the outcropping that looks like a skull at Gordon’s Calvary—which is still next to a popular place—a bus station!

C. Jesus fulfilled Scripture by allowing His clothes to be divided and bargained for (19:23-24).

1. One might think that Jesus would, at the least, have his mother take his clothes—but no, he was not spared the indignity of even having his clothes taken from him.

2. Wiersbe notes, “At most Roman executions, a centurion would be assigned with four soldiers to assist him. Since Jesus was a popular teacher with many followers, Pilate may have assigned more guards to Golgotha. It was the privilege of the soldiers to share whatever personal belongings the victims had; so they divided up all that Jesus owned—His personal clothing. He would have had a turban, a pair of sandals, an undergarment (the seamless robe), an outer garment, and a girdle. The four men each took a piece of clothing, and then they gambled for the seamless robe.”

3. Psalm 22:18 was fulfilled in, “They divided my garments among themselves and threw dice for my clothing” (19:24 NLT).

D. Jesus died selflessly by committing the care for His mother to His disciple John (19:25-27).

1. Most crucified men could not endure such shame and pain, so they heaped abuse on their tormenters.  Instead, Jesus prayed that God would forgive them!  Rather than concern for himself, Christ also thought about the future care of his mother.

2. “Dear woman, here is your son” (19:26) reminds us of Christ’s concern for Mary at the wedding at Cana (2:4).  This care will continue through John, to whom he says, “Here is your mother” (19:27).  

a) Why John instead of Jesus’ brothers and sisters?  Some (BKC) think Mary lived in Jerusalem, which was too far from Galilee, where the rest of the family lived.  

b) However, remember in John 7:5 that his brothers did not even believe in Christ, unlike the beloved disciple John (13:23).  Jesus, as the Good Shepherd (10:4), certainly would care for his own mother as he would the rest of his sheep.

E. Jesus fulfilled Scripture as the living water who thirsted (19:28-29).

1. Psalm 22:15; 69:21 was also fulfilled with Christ declaring, “I am thirsty” (John 19:28 NLT).
2.  “I am thirsty” (19:28) shows irony, for the One who gives living water (4:14; 7:38-39) willingly allowed himself to thirst.  Christ quotes Psalm 69:21 here—a psalm that ends with triumph in his fulfillment of this prophecy.

F. Jesus fulfilled Scripture as the One who paid for all sin (19:30).

1. You and I have a tremendous debt to God.  

a) Have you ever broken God’s commandment by lying?  What does that make you?  Yes, a liar!

b) Have you ever prioritized something else ahead of God?  What does that make you?  Yes, an idolater!

c) Suppose you only sinned three times a day—a word, action, or thought less than God—that’s 1000 sins a year!  And that’s good year!  How many thousands of your sins separate you from God?

d) We can plead that God is merciful—and he is—but his mercy is balanced with his justice that requires payment for your sin—not just token payment, but death!

2. When Jesus declared, “It is finished” (19:30), it was a legal term meaning “paid in full.”  Our sin on him recalls the many times in John when Christ claimed that his “hour” had not yet come (2:4; 13:1, etc.).  Now his “hour” had come to pay the redemption for which He had come.

G. Jesus fulfilled Scripture with the piercing of his side instead of breaking his legs (19:31-37).

1. How would the breaking of a victim’s legs bring death (19:31)?

a) Crucifixion was a terrible way to die.  In addition to the pain of being nailed to a cross, the weight of the body pulled it down, so the only way to breathe was to push upwards; however, pushing upwards brought more excruciating pain, since this applied pressure on feet nailed to the bottom of the cross.

b) The way to hasten death was to prevent the crucified man from pushing up to take a breath—so breaking the legs prevented breathing.  The shock and loss of more blood by having the legs broken with a heavy mallet also hastened death.

2. The Passover lamb was to be without a defect—including even after death.  “Not one of his bones will be broken” (John 19:36 NLT) fulfilled two OT texts:
a) Exodus 12:46 commanded, “Each Passover lamb must be eaten in one house. Do not carry any of its meat outside, and do not break any of its bones” (cf. Num. 9:12).
b) Ps. 34:20 prophesied, “For the Lord protects the bones of the righteous; not one of them is broken!”

c)  Wiersbe again notes, “It is remarkable that the Roman soldiers did not do what they were commanded to do—break the victims’ legs—but they did do what they were not supposed to do—pierce the Saviour’s side!”
  Why?
3.  “They will look on the one they pierced” (Zech. 12:10) was fulfilled in John 19:37 with the soldier thrusting a spear into his side.
4. Why mention “blood and water” (19:34)?

a) Some think this evidence that Jesus died of a broken heart.  One medical doctor, Dr. C. Truman Davis, wrote the article “The Crucifixion of Jesus: The Passion of Christ from a Medical Point of View” in Arizona Medicine (March 1965): 187.  He says, “Apparently to make doubly sure of death, the legionnaire drove his lance through the fifth interspace between the ribs, upward through the pericardium and into the heart.  [John 19:34] “And immediately there came out blood and water.”  Thus there was an escape of watery fluid from the sac surrounding the heart and blood from the interior of the heart.  We, therefore, have rather conclusive post-mortem evidence that our Lord died, not the usual crucifixion death by suffocation, but of heart failure due to shock and constriction of the heart by fluid in the pericardium” (NTS, 104e; cf. Swindoll, 83, n. 5).

b) Others think John might also allude to Ezekiel’s temple with water flowing from it (Ezek. 47:1-12); in fulfillment, Jesus is the new temple as in John 2:19 where he claims, “Destroy this temple and I’ll raise it in three days.”

c) Others see this as referring to real life since John’s gospel says life comes through Christ’s blood (cf. 1:13; 6:53-56) and water (4:10, 11, 14; 7:38; cf. Morris).

d) However, I think the best view is that Gnostics were false teachers who denied that Christ really died—so this shows Christ was a real human who died a real death (BKC).  1 John 1:1 implies the same—that Christ was really human.

e) In any event, John’s purpose in verse 35 was so you and I can believe in Jesus.

(In any case, what we have seen in verses 16b-37 are the twin evidences of both Christ’s selfless nature and in fulfillment of many OT prophecies.  These lead me to believe that his death was unlike any other in that it was a sacrificial death for our sins.  A second way we know he died for us is in the final five verses.  Verses 38-42 show that…)

II. Christ’s burial proved he was truly dead (19:38-42).

[We know Jesus really did pay for our sin by the fact that he truly died, which sets the stage for the resurrection in John 20.]

A. The previously secret believers, Joseph and Nicodemus, prepared his body for burial in 75 pounds/33 kilos of spices (19:38-40).

1. Where could they get so many spices on the eve of the busiest feast of the year when most shops would be closed?  And how could they get a brand new tomb so close by?  Some, like Wiersbe, believe they had read Isaiah 53 and figured out that he would be executed as the Passover Lamb at the exact time the lambs were slain—3 PM—so these men were ready in advance.  We don’t know, but what we do know is that…

2. The appearance of these men reminds us that there exist many even today who are secret believers—men and women who feel they cannot openly declare Christ.  I believe some of them listen to these messages on the website.  Would you believe that our sermons have been listened to over 50,000 times in the past year?  Many of these are by people who cannot openly confess Jesus and attend church.

B. The body was laid in a brand new, expensive, rock-hewn garden tomb rather than in the Potter’s Field (19:41-42).

1. Why was it so important that Jesus was buried in a tomb?

a) The wrapping and burial in 75 pounds of spices proved that he was truly dead.

b) It fulfilled Isaiah 53:9 that says he would have a rich man’s burial—but this is not noted in the text explicitly.

c) Christ’s burial is part of the gospel: “He was buried…” (1 Cor. 15:4).

d) It was also the end of his suffering and humiliation.

e) Jesus’ burial also identified with believers who will die and be buried.

f) Normally the body of criminals was thrown into the Valley of Hinnom and burned or eaten by the dogs.  If his body was burned in the Hinnom Valley, then the claim of a resurrection would be absurd.  So his body was well protected by his enemies for credibility purposes!

g) The tomb burial gave opportunity for the secret believers Nicodemus and Joseph to come forward.  The BKC notes, 

Joseph and Nicodemus’ act of love and respect for the body of Jesus was for them dangerous, costly, and without any personal gain. The service of Christians for their living Lord should be equally courageous and sacrificial, for their labor is not in vain (1 Cor. 15:58).

2. But what was the main reason the burial of Christ is significant?  It proved that Christ was indeed dead.  You can’t have a resurrection unless you first have a dead man!

(We began with the question, “How do we know that Christ’s death actually paid for our sin?”  So what are the ways we can be sure his death was unlike any other?  I sum up the whole passage in this way…)

Conclusion

1. Christ must have died for our sin since it was so prophetic, selfless and certain (MI).  Jesus death was a selfless fulfillment of Scripture that ended in a Jewish tomb burial (restated MI).

2. Main Points: How do we know that Christ’s death actually paid for our sin?

a) Christ fulfilled Scripture in his selfless death (19:16b-37).

b) Christ’s burial showed him as truly dead (19:38-42).

3. “To End All Wars” was a 2001 film—a true story about four Allied POW's who endure harsh treatment from their Japanese captors during WWII while being forced to build a railroad through the Burmese jungle [clip of man crucified for his friend].

4. Exhortation: When I visited Golgotha in Jerusalem, it was upstairs in the Church of the Holy Sepulcher.  The small room must have had 100 people in it (though you can see it in these pictures).  I kept wondering where Golgotha was, so I asked the tour guide.  “Over there,” he said, as I looked across the room.  I pushed myself through the throngs of people to the other side and still could not find it.  Not until I stood right above a small pane of glass with the outcropping of a rock underneath.  “That’s it?” I mused.  “No one here can see it!”  Then the thought hit me, “That’s exactly like the enemy wants it!  Look at everything else and miss the cross!”

5. Application: Let me leave you to answer one of two questions…

a) Pre-believers: Will you trust in Christ’s death that paid for your sin?

b) Believers: What cost could you pay that is too much for the one who died for you?  Please watch this sequence of pictures…

c) Prayer

Study Questions (Step 1)

Context:
What did the author record just prior to this passage?

1. After a lot of wrangling with the crowd to try to get out of killing Jesus, Pilate finally granted permission to crucify him.
Purpose:
Why is this passage in the Bible?

1. Here we find the fullest extent of Christ’s love for us in his willingness to die for our sins.

2. The way Jesus died showed both selflessness and the fulfillment of prophecy.
Background:
What historical context helps us understand this passage?

1. The historian Josephus notes that Pilate was a vindictive, tyrannical ruler over Israel from AD 26-36 (cf. Maier, 263-64):

a) Pilate put images of the emperor on the standards in Jerusalem.  When they appealed to him for five days outside his palace, he had his soldiers surround them on the sixth day.  But the crowd all bared their necks, saying they would rather die than disobey God’s command not to have graven images (Ant. 18.55).

b) Later he raided the temple treasury to build an aqueduct to Jerusalem.  He allowed the people to protest, but put his soldiers amidst the crowd in civilian clothes and, upon his order, they clubbed the ringleaders to death—and many other died in the stampede to get away (War 2.9.4. section 169; cited by Elwell & Yarbrough, Readings from the First-Century World, 43).

2. Since Pilate was already in hot water with Rome for his cruel rule, the last thing he wanted was to anger both the Jewish leaders and the emperor Tiberius over the accusations against Jesus.

3. As such, he capitulated to the demands of the Jewish leaders to have Jesus put to death.
Questions

1. How do Christ’s words on the cross fit into John’s argument?
a) “Dear woman, here is your son” (19:26) reminds us of Christ’s concern for Mary at the wedding at Cana (2:4).  This care will continue through John, to whom he says, “Here is your mother” (19:27).  

(1) Why John instead of Jesus’ brothers and sisters?  Some (BKC) think Mary lived in Jerusalem, which was too far from Galilee, where the rest of the family lived.  

(2) However, remember in John 7:5 that his brothers did not even believe in Christ, unlike the beloved disciple John (13:23).  Jesus, as the Good Shepherd (10:4), certainly would care for his own mother as he would the rest of his sheep.
b) “I am thirsty” (19:28) shows irony, for the One who gives living water (4:14; 7:38-39) willingly allowed himself to thirst.  Christ quotes Psalm 69:21 here—a psalm that ends with triumph in his fulfillment of this prophecy.

c) “It is finished” (19:30) recalls the many times in John when Christ claimed that his “hour” had not yet come (2:4; 13:1, etc.).  Now he had finally completed the redemption for which He had come.
2. How would the breaking of a victim’s legs bring death (19:31)?

a) Crucifixion was a terrible way to die.  In addition to the pain of being nailed to a cross, the weight of the body pulled it down, so the only way to breathe was to push upwards; however, pushing upwards brought more excruciating pain, since this applied pressure on feet nailed to the bottom of the cross.

b) The way to hasten death was to prevent the crucified man from pushing up to take a breath—so breaking the legs prevented breathing.  The shock and loss of additional blood by having the legs broken with a heavy mallet also hastened death.
3. Why mention “blood and water” (19:34)?

a) Some think this to be evidence that Jesus died of a broken heart.

b) John might also allude to Ezekiel’s temple with water flowing from it (Ezek. 47:1-12); in fulfillment, Jesus is the new temple (John 2).
c) Others see this as referring to real life since John’s gospel says life comes through Christ’s blood (cf. 1:13; 6:53-56) and water (4:10, 11, 14; 7:38; cf. Morris).

d) However, I think the best view is that Gnostics were false teachers who denied that Christ really died—so this shows Christ was a real human who died a real death (BKC).

4. What prophecies are fulfilled in 19:24-37?

a) Psalm 22:18 was fulfilled in, “They divided my garments among themselves and threw dice for my clothing” (19:24 NLT).
b) Psalm 22:15; 69:21 was fulfilled with Christ declaring, “I am thirsty” (John 19:28 NLT).
c) “Not one of his bones will be broken” (John 19:36 NLT) fulfilled these OT texts:
(1)  Exodus 12:46 commanded, “Each Passover lamb must be eaten in one house. Do not carry any of its meat outside, and do not break any of its bones” (cf. Num. 9:12).
(2) Ps. 34:20 prophesied, “For the Lord protects the bones of the righteous; not one of them is broken!”
d) “They will look on the one they pierced” (Zech. 12:10) was fulfilled in John 19:37 with the soldier thrusting a spear into his side.
5. Describe the burial of Jesus (19:38-42).

6. Why was it so important that Jesus was buried in a tomb?

a) The wrapping and burial in 75 pounds of spices proved that he was truly dead—along with expert executioners, the flow of water and blood, the fact that his legs were not broken, etc.

b) It fulfilled Isaiah 53:9 that says he would have a rich man’s burial—but this is not noted in the text explicitly.

c) If his body was burned in the Hinnom Valley, then the claim of a resurrection would be absurd.  (His body was well protected by his enemies for credibility purposes.)

d) The tomb burial gave opportunity for the secret believers Nicodemus and Joseph to come forward.

The burial of Jesus is part of the gospel (“He was buried,” 1 Cor. 15:4). Its significance lies in the fact that it was the completion of Jesus’ suffering and humiliation. It also pointed up the reality of His death and set the stage for His coming bodily resurrection. Also, in Jesus’ burial He identified with believers who will die and be buried.

Joseph and Nicodemus’ act of love and respect for the body of Jesus was for them dangerous, costly, and without any personal gain. The service of Christians for their living Lord should be equally courageous and sacrificial, for their labor is not in vain (1 Cor. 15:58). 

Outlines (Steps 2-5)

Christ Died for You!
John 19:16b-42

Exegetical Outline 1 (Steps 2-3)
Exegetical Idea: The evidence that Jesus’ crucifixion was payment for man’s sin is that it was a selfless fulfillment of Scripture that ended in a Jewish tomb burial (19:16b-42).

I. The evidence that Jesus’ crucifixion was payment for man’s sin is seen in his selfless fulfillment of Scripture (19:16b-37).

A. Pilate acknowledged Jesus as king of the Jews even though Christ bore His own cross and was crucified (19:16b-22).

B. Jesus fulfilled Scripture by allowing His clothes to be divided and bargained for (19:23-24).

C. Jesus delegated care for His mother to His disciple John (19:25-27).

D. Jesus claimed that man’s sin had been paid in full (19:28-30).

E. The blood and water from Jesus’ side confirmed his humanity (19:31-37).

II. The evidence that Jesus was truly dead is seen in that he was buried in 75 pounds of spices (19:38-42).

Purpose or Desired Listener Response 1 (Step 4)
The listeners will respond in faith to Christ’s death paying for their sin.

Sermon Outline 1 (Cyclical inductive form)—Steps 5-6

Subject: How do we know that Christ’s death actually paid for our sin?

Introduction

1. Interest: What does love look like?  

a) Some think of love as very sentimental or sexual (movie clips).

b) Love gives the very best—which is life itself.

2. Raise Curiosity: Christians believe that the best expression of love ever was Christ’s death for us.  

a) Can you name a greater evidence of love than the cross?  If so, what?  

b) But some doubt this—including many readers of John’s gospel. So…
3. Subject: How do we know that Christ’s death actually paid for our sin?

4. Background: The pressure against Christ up to John 19 has been mounting, but Jesus was not a victim who was being outwitted. 
5. Text: John 19:16b-42 shows how Christ voluntarily gave his life for us.
6. Preview: Today we’ll see from two movements—Christ’s death and burial—that they support the concept of his atonement.
7. Transition: The first evidence that Jesus genuinely took our sin upon him was that…
I.
Christ fulfilled Scripture in his selfless death (19:16b-37).
[We know Jesus paid for our sin by dying in fulfillment of prophecy and with continued concern for others.]
A. Jesus died selflessly by carrying his own cross (19:16b-17).

B. Jesus died selflessly in public crucifixion amidst contempt by the Jews (19:18-22).

C. Jesus fulfilled Scripture by allowing His clothes to be divided and bargained for (19:23-24).

D. Jesus died selflessly by committing the care for His mother to His disciple John (19:25-27).

E. Jesus fulfilled Scripture as the living water who thirsted (19:28-29).

F. Jesus fulfilled Scripture as the One who paid for all sin (19:30).

G. Jesus fulfilled Scripture with the piercing of his side instead of breaking his legs (19:31-37).

II. Christ’s burial proved he was truly dead (19:38-42).

[We know Jesus really did pay for our sin by the fact that he truly died, which sets the stage for the resurrection in John 20.]
A. The previously secret believers, Joseph and Nicodemus, prepared his body for burial in 75 pounds/33 kilos of spices (19:38-40).

B. The body was laid in a brand new, expensive, rock-hewn garden tomb rather than in the Potter’s Field (19:41-42).

Conclusion

1. Christ must have died for our sin since it was so prophetic, selfless and certain (MI).  Jesus death was a selfless fulfillment of Scripture that ended in a Jewish tomb burial (restated MI).
2. Main Points: How do we know that Christ’s death actually paid for our sin?

a) Christ fulfilled Scripture in his selfless death (19:16b-37).

b) Christ’s burial showed him as truly dead (19:38-42).
3. Exhortation: “To End All Wars” clip of man crucified for his friend

4. Application: Please answer one of two questions…

a) Pre-believers: Will you trust in Christ’s death that paid for your sin?

b) Believers: What cost could you pay that is too much for the one who died for you?
Exegetical Outline 2 (All of John 19 by Pastor Dinh Tran)
Exegetical Idea: The reason Jesus suffered shamefully, was crucified, died, and was buried was to fulfill atonement for mankind.
I. The identity of Jesus as the Innocent One who was shamefully mocked by humans shows that his death was not due to his own sin (19:1-16).

A. Pilate’s soldiers mocked Jesus (1-3).
B. Pilate declared Jesus innocent (4-5).

C. Pilate sentenced Jesus to crucifixion (6-16).

II. The reason Jesus was crucified, died, and was buried was to fulfill atonement for mankind (19:17-42).

A. Pilate was perplexed whether to recognize Jesus as king of the Jews (17-21).

B. The soldiers gambled for Jesus’ clothes (23-24).

C. Jesus’ final words showed care for his mother and that his death atoned for sin (25-30).

D. Jesus’ bones were not broken to fulfill Psalm 22:18 (31-37).
Purpose or Desired Listener Response 2 (Step 4)
The listeners will believe that Jesus is the Son of God and trust that his innocent death paid for their sin.

Sermon Outline 2 (Cyclical inductive form)—Steps 5-6

Subject: Why did Jesus suffer and die?
Introduction

1. Interest: 

2. Need: 

3. Subject: Why did Jesus suffer and die?
4. Background: 

5. Text: 

6. Preview: 

7. Transition: 

I.
Jesus was mistreated in his trial because of our sins (19:1-16).
II.
Jesus died to pay the penalty for our sins (19:17-42).
A. Pilate was perplexed whether to recognize Jesus as king of the Jews—but he couldn’t sit on the fence and neither can we (17-21).

B. The soldiers gambled for Jesus’ clothes (23-24).

C. Jesus’ final words showed care for his mother and that his death atoned for sin (25-30).

D. Jesus’ bones were not broken to fulfill Psalm 22:18 (31-37).
Conclusion

1. Jesus died for you so trust Him today (MI).

2. Main Points

3. Exhortation/Application

Tentative Theme/Thrust Statements (Step 5)

Text

Possible Illustrations (Step 6)

1. Text

Possible Applications (Step 6)

1. Text

Worship Planning

Introduction

1. What does love look like?  

2. How do we know that Christ’s death actually paid for our sin?

I.
Christ fulfilled Scripture in his selfless death (19:16b-37).
A. Jesus died selflessly by carrying his own cross (19:16b-17).

B. Jesus died selflessly in public crucifixion amidst contempt by the Jews (19:18-22).

C. Jesus fulfilled Scripture by allowing His clothes to be divided and bargained for (19:23-24).

D. Jesus died selflessly by committing the care for His mother to His disciple John (19:25-27).

E. Jesus fulfilled Scripture as the living water who thirsted (19:28-29).

F. Jesus fulfilled Scripture as the One who paid for all sin (19:30).

G. Jesus fulfilled Scripture with the piercing of his side instead of breaking his legs (19:31-37).

II. Christ’s burial proved he was truly dead (19:38-42).

A. The previously secret believers, Joseph and Nicodemus, prepared his body for burial in 75 pounds/33 kilos of spices (19:38-40).

B. The body was laid in a brand new, expensive, rock-hewn garden tomb rather than in the Potter’s Field (19:41-42).

Conclusion

1. Christ must have died for our sin since it was so prophetic, selfless and certain (Main Idea).  
2. Please answer one of two questions…

a) Pre-believers: Will you trust in Christ’s death that paid for your sin?

b) Believers: What cost is too much for the one who died for you?

Bulletin with Blanks

Introduction

1. What does love look like?  

2. How do we __________ that Christ’s death actually paid for our sin?

I.
Christ __________ Scripture in his selfless __________ (19:16b-37).
A. Jesus died selflessly by carrying his own cross (19:16b-17).

B. Jesus died selflessly in public crucifixion amidst contempt by the Jews (19:18-22).

C. Jesus fulfilled Scripture by allowing His clothes to be divided and bargained for (19:23-24).

D. Jesus died selflessly by committing the care for His mother to His disciple John (19:25-27).

E. Jesus fulfilled Scripture as the living water who thirsted (19:28-29).

F. Jesus fulfilled Scripture as the One who paid for all sin (19:30).

G. Jesus fulfilled Scripture with the piercing of his side instead of breaking his legs (19:31-37).

II. Christ’s ______________ proved he was truly __________ (19:38-42).

A. The previously secret believers, Joseph and Nicodemus, prepared his body for burial in 75 pounds/33 kilos of spices (19:38-40).

B. The body was laid in a brand new, expensive, rock-hewn garden tomb rather than in the Potter’s Field (19:41-42).

Conclusion

1. Christ must have died for our sin since it was so ____________, __________ and __________ (Main Idea).  
2. Please answer one of two questions…

a) Pre-believers: Will you trust in Christ’s death that paid for your sin?

b) Believers: What cost is too much for the one who died for you?
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