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Receive the Light

John 1:6-13

Topic:
Christ

Subject:
Receive the Light

Complement:
and you’ll enter God’s family.

Purpose:
The listeners will declare Jesus as the only way to God and share him with others.

Introduction

1. Today we gather to celebrate the birth of Jesus.
2. But I doubt any person is more debated than Jesus.  People differ greatly on who Jesus was—opinions range from him as a good man to an evil man, a prophet to a devil.

3. Yet Christians see Jesus as unlike any other man.  The Bible portrays him as such.

4. Subject: But what’s so unique about Christ?  How’s he different from other men?

5. Today we will see two ways in which Christ is unique—two ways that Jesus is unlike any other person in human history.

6. The first of the two ways Jesus is unique in John 1:6-13 is that…

I.
Christ is the only light (1:6-9).

      [Jesus alone helps us in our dark state to find the way to God.]

A. John the Baptist pointed Jews to Christ as the light (6-9).

1. God the Father sent John the Baptist to earth (6).

a) Who was John?

(1) He was an amazing man with a divine mission—the one God sent to prepare people to accept Jesus—the first prophet Israel had seen in over 400 years!

(2) Even Jesus spoke highly of John: “No one born among women is as great as John” (Luke 7:28).  

b) Despite John’s greatness, the word rendered “came” here is the same word translated as “made” three times in verse 3—this begins several deliberate contrasts here between John and Jesus:

(1) For example, John “came” to the world (6) but Jesus made the world (3).

(2) So John came into existence while Jesus was there in the beginning (1).

(3) Also, John was “a man” (6) but Jesus was “the Word” which “was God” (1)

(4) John only testified to the light (7-8) while Jesus was Himself the Light (9).

(Why did God send John?)

2. John testified about Christ so people would believe in Jesus (7).

a) Why would John have to tell people where the light was—wouldn’t it have been obvious already (1:7)?  Who needs to be told that the sun is shining?  The blind!  That people would reject Christ shows how spiritually blind we all are!

b) But do we really live in that dark of a world?

(1) Yes, darkness is the default mode.  

(a) I remember one of my boys saying when he was young after we tucked him into bed, headed out the door and reached for the switch, “Dad, don’t turn on the darkness!”

(b) The TV commercial on my boy’s show caught my eye when it said, “The new superman, where the good guys always wear black!”

(2) We live in a world with a lot of darkness.

3. John wasn’t the way to God but only pointed people to Jesus as the light (8).

a) What does it mean that Jesus is “light”?  How should we look at this?

b) I think “light” here means that Jesus is himself the way to God.  He is the light that gives us direction to God in a dark world.  John was saying, “You want to know the way to God?  Don’t follow me!  Follow him!”

4. Jesus soon followed John as the true salvation who saves all that believe (9).

a) How does Christ “give light to every man”?  Romans 1:20 says God’s invisible qualities—his eternal power and divine nature—are understood in creation.

b) Also, why does John say that the true light “was coming into the world” when Jesus had already come (1:9b)?  

(1) As John’s ministry was ending, Jesus’ ministry was only beginning.

(2) John’s delight was to get out of the way.  This reminds me of my life verse, spoken by John: “He must become greater, I must become less” (John 3:30).

(Just as John pointed people to Jesus the Light...)

B. We also should point those in darkness to Christ as the light.  But how?

1. Remember the light Christ shined on you!  

a) Jesus is the light of salvation—not you, not me.  

b) He delivered us from darkness (Col. 1:13-14)

2. Tell others He is the answer to our sin problem.

a) If our greatest need had been information, God would have sent us an educator. 

b) If our greatest need had been technology, God would have sent us a scientist. 

c) If our greatest need had been money, God would have sent us an economist. 

d) If our greatest need had been pleasure, God would have sent us an entertainer. 

e) But our greatest need was forgiveness, so God sent us a Saviour
3. Live as if you are a child of the light.

a) Philippians 2:15 says we should “become blameless and pure, children of God without fault in a crooked and depraved generation, in which you shine like stars (lights) in the universe as you hold out the word of life.”

b) Did you see both word and deed here?  

(1) Being blameless refers to lifestyle as a child of Light—our deeds, and…

(2) We shine like stars only when we hold out the word of life—our words.


(You will remember that this passage is telling us about the uniqueness of Jesus Christ.  How is he different from any other man?  First, we have seen that he alone is Light, meaning that he is the only one that can provide us salvation in a dark, sinful world.  Now verses 10-13 will tell us the second way that Jesus is unique…)

II.
Christ alone brings us into God’s family (10-13).

[Jesus is the only one that can make us children of God.]

A. Most people reject Christ (10-11).

1. While on earth, Christ was not recognized by his own creation (10).

a) Here’s one of the greatest tragedies—the world didn’t recognize its own Creator.

b) Even today most people who hear about Jesus don’t recognize him for who he is, though we are very religious. 

(1) An amazing 87% of those questioned by George Gallup’s Millennium Survey of 60 nations claimed to belong to some religion.  That stands in stark contrast to the subjective impression from media that religious beliefs are globally in rapid decline, and confirms that faith in God remains one of the most important factors influencing the entire population.  

(2) It showed that 97% of the West Africans said God is very important for their lives, followed by Latin America (88%) and North America (82%).  Europe (49%) and East Asia (47%) appear at the bottom of the list, yet 4 billion say “God is very important.”  We are religious but still rejecting God!
2. The Jews were religious but rejected Jesus even though he was Jewish (11).

a) “Receive” here literally means “to welcome alongside.”  The Jewish people then and now still do not welcome Jesus.

b) One scholar calls this “one of the saddest statements of the Bible,” and I agree.

c) It was even worse than this—the Jews rejected him to the point of killing him!

B. But all that accept him as God enter God’s spiritual family (12-13).

1. You become a child of God by believing that Jesus is God (12).

a) Who are the children of God?

(1) “We are all children of God.”  Have you ever heard anyone say that?  It seems that most people say this nowadays.

(2) God may be important to you.  You may go to church, do good things for others, be baptized, etc—but you are not his child until you receive his Son.

b) How does a person receive Christ?

(1) Some people feel they “receive Christ” each time they eat the bread at church.  Yet they still had no assurance that their sins are forgiven.

(2) No, receiving him means knowing Christ is God, agreeing to turn from your sin (repent) and trusting his death on the cross as the payment for your sin.

(So verse 12 says you become a child of God by believing that Jesus is God.  Now verse 13 gives a helpful contrast between how the new birth happens and doesn’t happen.)

2. This is how spiritual birth does not happen (13a-c).

a) You don’t become God’s child because your parents are Christians (13a).

(1) Spiritual birth has nothing to do with bloodline.

(2) As the saying goes, “You don’t become a Christian by being born into a Christian family any more than you become a car by being born in a garage.”

(3) While parents can force their children to do many things, becoming a believer in Jesus isn’t one of them.  It’s an individual decision.

b) You also don’t become God’s child because you want to (13b).

(1) Entering God’s family has nothing to do with your desire.  Left to yourself, you desire to live in your sin.

(2) God himself is the one who causes you to desire the new birth.

c) You don’t become God’s child because of your human planning (13c).

(1) The initiative leading to physical birth comes from parents.

(2) But the spiritual birth doesn’t happen because of our plans.

(That’s how spiritual birth does not occur.  So then, how does it happen?)

3. People enter God’s family by God making them his children (13d).

a) God is the source of the new birth—he gets all the credit for making us his kids!  

b) You can take as much credit for your spiritual birth as for your physical one!


(OK, so what is John saying in this passage about the uniqueness of Christ?)

Conclusion

1. Two things: Jesus is the light (6-9) and Jesus is the way to enter God’s family (10-13).

2. I sum up the passage this way: Receive the Light and you’ll enter God’s family (MI).

3. An unknown writer shares this story about the Olympic hopeful Charles Murray…

a) In 1967 while taking a class in photography at the Univ. of Cincinnati, I became acquainted with a young man named Charles Murray who also was a student at the school and training for the summer Olympics of 1968 as a high diver.  

b) Charles was very patient with me as I would speak to him for hours about Jesus Christ and how He had saved me.  Charles was not raised in a home that attended any kind of church, so all that I had to tell him was a fascination to him.  He even began to ask questions about forgiveness of sin.  

c) Finally the day came that I put a question to him.  I asked if he realized his own need of a Redeemer and if he was ready to trust Christ as his own Savior. I saw his countenance fall and the guilt in his face.  But his reply was a strong "no."  

d) In the days that followed he was quiet and often I felt that he was avoiding me, until I got a phone call and it was Charles. He wanted to know where to look in the New Testament for some verses that I had given him about salvation. I gave him the reference to several passages and asked if I could meet with him. He declined my offer and thanked me for the scripture. I could tell that he was greatly troubled, but I did not know where he was or how to help him. 

e) Because he was training for the Olympic games, Charles had special privileges at the University pool facilities. Some time between 10:30 and 11:00 that evening he decided to go swim and practice a few dives.  It was a clear night in October and the moon was big and bright.  The University pool was housed under a ceiling of glass panes so the moon shone bright across the top of the wall in the pool area.  Charles climbed to the highest platform to take his first dive.  

f) At that moment the Spirit of God began to convict him of his sins. All the Scripture he had read, all the occasions of witnessing to him about Christ flooded his mind.  He stood on the platform backwards to make his dive, spread his arms to gather his balance, looked up to the wall and saw his own shadow caused by the light of the moon.  It was the shape of a cross.  He could bear the burden of his sin no longer.  His heart broke and he sat down on the platform and asked God to forgive him and save him.  He trusted Jesus Christ twenty some feet in the air. 

g) Suddenly, the lights in the pool area came on.  The attendant had come in to check the pool.  As Charles looked down from his platform he saw an empty pool which had been drained for repairs.  He had almost plummeted to his death, but the cross had stopped him from disaster. 

4. Light has a way of exposing danger—and a greater danger lies ahead—far greater than an empty swimming pool.  But God has flipped the switch, as it were—to warn us.

5. So there are basically two appropriate responses:

a) Receive the Light yourself.

(1) Do you feel like you are living in darkness?  Have you turned on the Light—by simple trust in Christ’s death for you on the cross?

(2) If not, pray this prayer with me: “Jesus, I see now that you are the Light.  You have put the spotlight on my sin.  You show me the way to God.  You are the way to God.  I want to step into your light now by faith.  Help me to turn from sin and turn to you.  Thank you for your forgiveness.  Amen.”

b) For you who have already received the light, share this Light with others.

(1) Who has God placed in your path that is still in darkness?  A neighbor?  An associate at work?  A relative?  Someone else?

(2) Ask God to help you share the Light with that person this week.

6. Prayer: “Lord, please help us both to be lights and to point others to the true Light, Jesus Christ.  For his sake and in his name, Amen.”
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Receive the Light

John 1:6-13

Topic:
Christ

Subject:
Receive the Light

Complement:
and you’ll enter God’s family.

Purpose:
The listeners will declare Jesus as the only way to God and share him with others.

Introduction

1. [People have different opinions on relatively insignificant matters.]

a) [People differ on what was the most important event of the 20th century.]

(1) Well, we are now well underway in our new decade—and people are thinking back on the past ten years.  Let me bring you back 10 years ago when we were entering the new millennium—including the Y2K scare—including even a “Y2K compliant” toaster that we bought!  I wonder how many of you saw the results of the 20th century survey then.  People were asked, “What was the most important event of the 20th century?” and they were given 100 choices listed by reporters.  Let me let you answer that question with the person next to you right now [one minute break].

(2) What differing responses between men and women!  The men said that the atomic bombing of Hiroshima ranked most significant, while women said it was the invention of penicillin!  Men picked what destroyed the most lives, but women picked what saved more lives—made me want to be a woman!

(3) Of course, the point is that people differ greatly on their opinions.  

b) Perhaps our glory in our personal opinion is best seen in the multitude of talk shows on the tube.  You used to have to be informed to be on TV.  Now you only have to have an opinion—or aberration!

c) People differ on who they think politicians are as well.  Take President Obama as an example.  If he has helped their agenda, they look to him with awe.  If he as fought against their value system, they look at him with disdain.

2. Ultimately these opinions don’t really impact us in this life, let alone the next.  But I doubt any person is more debated than Jesus.  People differ greatly on who Jesus was—opinions range from him as a good man to an evil man, a prophet to a devil.

3. Yet we see Jesus as unlike any other man.  The Bible portrays him as such.

4. Subject: But what’s so unique about Christ?  How’s he different from other men?

5. Today we will see two ways in which Christ is unique—two ways that Jesus is unlike any other person in human history.

6. OPTIONAL: There are more ways than these, of course.  But these two were very much on the Apostle John’s mind when he penned the prologue to his gospel.  Today we will see how he presents Jesus as unique in John 1:6-13, but let’s watch verses 1-13 of the movie The Gospel of John…
7. The first of the two ways in 1:6-13 that John presents as Jesus unique is that…

I.
Christ is the only light (1:6-9).

      [Jesus alone helps us in our dark state to find the way to God.]

A. John the Baptist pointed Jews to Christ as the light (6-9).

1. God the Father sent John the Baptist to earth (6).

a) Who was John?

(1) He was an amazing man with a divine mission—the one God sent to prepare people to accept Jesus—the first prophet Israel had seen in over 400 years!

(2) Even Jesus spoke highly of John: “No one born among women is as great as John.”  Tell that to Mohammed Ali and the All-Star wrestlers who keep claiming that they are the greatest!

b) Despite John’s greatness, the word rendered “came” here is the same word translated as “made” three times in verse 3—this begins several deliberate contrasts here between John and Jesus:

(1) For example, John “came” to the world (6) but Jesus made the world (3).

(2) So John came into existence while Jesus was there in the beginning (1).

(3) Also, John is also said to be “a man” (6) but Jesus was “the Word” which “was God” (1)

(4) John only testified to the light (7-8) while Jesus was Himself the Light (9).

(Why did God send John?)

2. John testified about Christ so people would believe in Jesus (7).

a) Why would John have to tell people where the light was—wouldn’t it have been obvious already (1:7)?  Who needs to be told that the sun is shining?  The blind!  That people would reject Christ shows how spiritually blind we all are!

b) But do we really live in that dark of a world?

(1) Yes, darkness is the default mode.  

(a) I remember one of my boys saying when he was young after we tucked him into bed, headed out the door and reached for the switch, “Dad, don’t turn on the darkness!”

(b) The TV commercial on my boy’s show caught my eye when it said, “The new superman, where the good guys always wear black!”

(2) We live in a world with a lot of darkness.

(a) I remember a few years back when we were considering renting a house opposite where the road made a sharp curve.  A Buddhist friend told me, “Oh, you better not live there—that’s bad Feng Shui!”  She went on to say that the demons going down the road might not make the turn and would end up in our house!  I told her I wished demons used the roads, but the Bible says they have a lot more freedom than that.

(b) A few years after we moved into that house there was a huge thunderstorm that rained 6 inches in an hour.  The street drains got plugged and water started pouring into the yard of our duplex.  It flooded our dining room, so when the rains came again the next day I was ready with some boards.  I went out in the rain and boarded up our gate, diverting rain into our neighbor’s yard instead.  But our neighbor frantically waved joss sticks at the front door altar to “save” her house.  I thought, “How practical Christianity is, and how dark it is for those who don’t see the light of the gospel.”  I just put boards in front of her gate too, which diverted the water into the city drains.

(c) Darkness costs lots of money too!

(i) Here is our old license plate on our car.  Some Singaporeans even pay $100 for a lot of 9s and 8s in their license plate.  Why?  These lucky numbers will make them rich!

(ii) I even saw a goldfish like this in one mall.  How much would you pay for a fish like this?  The price was $25,000!  I refused to believe that anyone would actually pay that price until I was told that they believe this will make their business prosper.  What darkness!

3. John wasn’t the way to God but only pointed people to Jesus as the light (8).

a) What does it mean that Jesus is “light”?  How should we look at this?

(1) Well, Jesus reveals sin like light shows dirt—if that’s true, no wonder the people didn’t like Christ around.

(2) Maybe it means Jesus shows us true reality in a general sense (both truth and error) in a world where reality is unseen because of the darkness of sin.

(3) One writer says that darkness refers to the world system of this age (cf. 1 John 2:17a), but the "light" has in mind "the Incarnation in particular as the point at which the light [special revelation of God in Christ] began to shine." (BKC).
(4) Another says darkness refers to the world without the light of the gospel but "the light probably is the gospel of Christ." (Toussaint on 1 John 2:8-11).
(5) But I think “light” here means that Jesus is himself the way to God.  He is the light that gives us direction to God in a dark world.  John was saying, “You want to know the way to God?  Don’t follow me!  Follow him!”

b) Why this emphasis that John was a witness who testified (1:7a, 8b)?

(1) Maybe during the apostle John’s time some people believed that John the Baptist was the light (WBC, 12).  In fact, Acts 19 records a group in John’s area of Ephesus who had heard of the baptism of John but not that of the Holy Spirit!

(2) Here’s a reminder for us too—when people compliment us, let’s be quick to say that our light is not self-generated but from God.

4. Jesus soon followed John as the true salvation who saves all that believe (9).

a) How does Christ “give light to every man”?  Romans 1:20 says God’s invisible qualities—his eternal power and divine nature—are understood in creation.

b) Also, why does John say that the true light “was coming into the world” when Jesus had already come (1:9b)?  

(1) As John’s ministry was ending, Jesus’ ministry was only beginning.

(2) John’s delight was to get out of the way.  This reminds me of my life verse, spoken by John: “He must become greater, I must become less” (John 3:30).

(Just as John pointed people to Jesus the Light...)

B. We also should point those in darkness to Christ as the light.  But how?

1. Remember the light Christ shined on you!  

a) Jesus is the light of salvation—not you, not me.  

b) He delivered us from darkness (Col 1:13-14)

2. Tell others He is the answer to our sin problem.

a) If our greatest need had been information, God would have sent us an educator. 

b) If our greatest need had been technology, God would have sent us a scientist. 

c) If our greatest need had been money, God would have sent us an economist. 

d) If our greatest need had been pleasure, God would have sent us an entertainer. 

e) But our greatest need was forgiveness, so God sent us a Saviour
3. Live as if you are a child of the light.

a) Philippians 2:15 says we should “become blameless and pure, children of God without fault in a crooked and depraved generation, in which you shine like stars (lights) in the universe as you hold out the word of life.”

b) Did you see both word and in deed here?  

(1) Being blameless refers to lifestyle as a child of Light—our deeds, and…

(2) We shine like stars only when we hold out the word of life—our words.


(You will remember that this passage is telling us about the uniqueness of Jesus Christ.  How is he different from any other man?  First, we have seen that he alone is Light, meaning that he is the only one that can provide us salvation in a dark, sinful world.  Now verses 10-13 will tell us the second way that Jesus is unique…)

II.
Christ alone brings us into God’s family (10-13).

[Jesus is the only one that can make us children of God.]

A. Most people reject Christ (10-11).

1. While on earth, Christ was not recognized by his own creation (10).

a) Here’s one of the greatest tragedies—the world didn’t recognize its own Creator.

b) Even today most people who hear about Jesus don’t recognize him for who he is, though we are very religious. 

(1) An amazing 87% of those questioned by George Gallup’s Millennium Survey of 60 nations claimed to belong to some religion.  That stands in stark contrast to the subjective impression from Western media that religious beliefs are globally in rapid decline, and confirms that faith in God remains one of the most important factors influencing the entire population.  

(2) It showed that 97% of the West Africans said God is very important for their lives, followed by Latin America (88%) and North America (82%).  Europe (49%) and East Asia (47%) appear at the bottom of the list, yet 4 billion say “God is very important.”  We are religious but still rejecting God!

2. The Jews were religious but rejected Jesus even though he was Jewish (11).

a) “Receive” here literally means “to welcome alongside.”  The Jewish people then and now still do not welcome Jesus.

b) One scholar calls this “one of the saddest statements of the Bible,” and I agree.

c) It was even worse than this—the Jews rejected him to the point of killing him!

B. But all that accept him as God enter God’s spiritual family (12-13).

1. You become a child of God by believing that Jesus is God (12).

a) Who are the children of God?

(1) “We are all children of God.”  Have you ever heard anyone say that?  It seems that most people say this nowadays.

(2) God may be important to you.  You may go to church, do good things for others, be baptized, etc—but you are not his child until you receive his Son.

b) How does a person receive Christ?

(1) The Catholic concept of receiving Christ has clouded the issue.  When I shared Christ in the Philippines, people “received Christ” many times each!  They felt they “received Christ” each time they ate the bread at mass.  Yet they still had no assurance that their sins were forgiven.

(2) No, receiving him means knowing Christ is God, agreeing to turn from your sin (repent) and trusting his death on the cross as the payment for your sin.

(So verse 12 says you become a child of God by believing that Jesus is God.  Now verse 13 gives a helpful contrast between how the new birth happens and doesn’t happen.)

2. This is how spiritual birth does not happen (13a-c).

a) You don’t become God’s child because your parents are Christians (13a).

(1) Spiritual birth has nothing to do with bloodline.

(2) As the saying goes, “You don’t become a Christian by being born into a Christian family any more than you become a car by being born in a garage.”

(3) While parents can force their children to do many things, becoming a believer in Jesus isn’t one of them.  It’s an individual decision.

b) You also don’t become God’s child because you want to (13b).

(1) Entering God’s family has nothing to do with your desire.  Left to yourself, you desire to live in your sin.

(2) God himself is the one who causes you to desire the new birth.

c) You don’t become God’s child because of your human planning (13c).

(1) The sexual initiative leading to physical birth often comes from the husband.

(2) But the spiritual birth doesn’t happen because of our plans.

(That’s how spiritual birth does not occur.  So then, how does it happen?)

3. People enter God’s family by God making them his children (13d).

a) God is the source of the new birth—he gets all the credit for making us his kids!  

b) You can take as much credit for your spiritual birth as for your physical one!


(OK, so what is John saying in this passage about the uniqueness of Christ?)

Conclusion

1. Two things: Jesus is the light (6-9) and Jesus is the way to enter God’s family (10-13).

2. I sum up the passage this way: Receive the Light and you’ll enter God’s family (MI).

3. An unknown writer shares this story about the Olympic hopeful Charles Murray…

a) In 1967 while taking a class in photography at the Univ. of Cincinnati, I became acquainted with a young man named Charles Murray who also was a student at the school and training for the summer Olympics of 1968 as a high diver.  

b) Charles was very patient with me as I would speak to him for hours about Jesus Christ and how He had saved me.  Charles was not raised in a home that attended any kind of church, so all that I had to tell him was a fascination to him.  He even began to ask questions about forgiveness of sin.  

c) Finally the day came that I put a question to him.  I asked if he realized his own need of a Redeemer and if he was ready to trust Christ as his own Savior. I saw his countenance fall and the guilt in his face.  But his reply was a strong "no."  

d) In the days that followed he was quiet and often I felt that he was avoiding me, until I got a phone call and it was Charles. He wanted to know where to look in the New Testament for some verses that I had given him about salvation. I gave him the reference to several passages and asked if I could meet with him. He declined my offer and thanked me for the scripture. I could tell that he was greatly troubled, but I did not know where he was or how to help him. 

e) Because he was training for the Olympic games, Charles had special privileges at the University pool facilities. Some time between 10:30 and 11:00 that evening he decided to go swim and practice a few dives.  It was a clear night in October and the moon was big and bright.  The University pool was housed under a ceiling of glass panes so the moon shone bright across the top of the wall in the pool area.  Charles climbed to the highest platform to take his first dive.  

f) At that moment the Spirit of God began to convict him of his sins. All the scripture he had read, all the occasions of witnessing to him about Christ flooded his mind.  He stood on the platform backwards to make his dive, spread his arms to gather his balance, looked up to the wall and saw his own shadow caused by the light of the moon.  It was the shape of a cross.  He could bear the burden of his sin no longer.  His heart broke and he sat down on the platform and asked God to forgive him and save him.  He trusted Jesus Christ twenty some feet in the air. 

g) Suddenly, the lights in the pool area came on.  The attendant had come in to check the pool.  As Charles looked down from his platform he saw an empty pool which had been drained for repairs.  He had almost plummeted to his death, but the cross had stopped him from disaster. 

4. Light has a way of exposing danger—and a greater danger lies ahead—far greater than an empty swimming pool.  But God has flipped the switch, as it were—to warn us.

5. So there are basically two appropriate responses:

a) Receive the Light yourself.

(1) Do you feel like you are living in darkness?  Have you turned on the Light—by simple trust in Christ’s death for you on the cross?

(2) If not, pray this prayer with me: “Jesus, I see now that you are the Light.  You have put the spotlight on my sin.  You show me the way to God.  You are the way to God.  I want to step into your light now by faith.  Help me to turn from sin and turn to you.  Thank you for your forgiveness.  Amen.”

b) For you who have already received the light, share this Light with others.

(1) Who has God placed in your path that is still in darkness?  A neighbor?  An associate at work?  A relative?  Someone else?

(2) Ask God to help you share the Light with that person this week.

6. Prayer: “Lord, please help us both to be lights and to point others to the true Light, Jesus Christ.  For his sake and in his name, Amen.”

Preliminary Questions

Verses
Questions
Context:
What did the author record just prior to this passage?

1. The whole passage (vv. 1-18) notes that God became man.  I think verse 14 is the key verse: “The Word became flesh.”  This prologue tells us how Jesus is unique.

2. Verses 1-5 say that Jesus is God who created the world and brought spiritual light into it.

3. But we see Jesus as unlike any other man.  Last week we saw that…

a) Jesus is God (1-2).

b) Jesus is Creator (3).

c) Jesus is Life (4a).

d) Jesus is Light (4b-5).

Purpose:
Why is this passage in the Bible?

1. This text tells us that we must receive Jesus as the only answer to our sin problem in order to be saved.

Background:
What historical context helps us understand this passage?

1. Many false teachers had infiltrated the churches by the time John wrote his gospel.

2. Some people had even taught that John the Baptist was more important than Christ.

Questions

1. How do verses 6-13 hang together?

a) The witness to the Word by John the Baptist (6-8) and the reactions to the Word in the world (9-13).

b) Jesus is the light (6-8) and the way to enter God’s family (9-13).

2. Is John the Apostle writing about himself or about John the Baptist (1:6)?

a) Traditionally this verse has been interpreted to point out John the Apostle as the author of the gospel, yet no one thinks he was referring to himself.

b) The author always refers to John the Baptist in his gospel as simply “John.”

c) In fact, the writer (John the Apostle) was a disciple of John the Baptist, but he left him after John the Baptist pointed his disciples to the Lamb of God later in this chapter [John 1:36].

3. Why would John have to tell people where the light was—wouldn’t it have been obvious already (1:7)?  Who needs to be told that the sun in shining?  The blind!  That people would reject Christ is only evidence of how spiritually blind we all are!

4. What does it mean that Jesus is “light”

a) Options

(1) Jesus reveals sin like light shows the dirt

(2) Jesus shows us true reality in the general sense (both truth and error) in the midst of a world where reality is blurred

(3) Jesus is himself the way to God
From ThD Johannine Study Seminar…

3.
Explain "darkness" and light in 1 John 2:8-11.

Two views:

a.
Darkness refers to the world system of this present Age (cf. 2:17a), but the "light" has in mind "the Incarnation in particular as the point at which the light [special revelation of God in Christ] began to shine" (BKC).


1)
Therefore, the darkness is passing away (2:8) because Christ as the light is shining 
now.


2)
Believers who hate other Christians are living by the world system (2:9) and as a 
result have lost all real sense of direction (2:11).

b.
Darkness refers to the world without the light of the Gospel but "the light probably is the gospel of Christ which is evidenced in the light of love seen in Christian's lives" (Toussaint).

b) Study of “light” in John’s Gospel

(1) 1:4 Christ's life gives people light 

(2) 1:5 Jesus’ “light” shines in the dark world but is not understood

(3) 1:7-9 John testified about the light

(4) 3:19 Light (Jesus? Salvation?) has come into the world but people have loved darkness more than light

(5) 8:12 Jesus himself was the light of the world who gives the “light of life” to each believer

(6) 9:5 Jesus himself was the light of the world as long as he was in the world

(7) 12:46 Jesus came into the world as a light so that no one who believes in him should stay in darkness

5. Why this emphasis that John was a witness who testified (1:7a, 8b)?

a) It is possible that during the apostle John’s time some people believed that John the Baptist was the light (WBC, 12).  In fact, Acts 19 records a group in John’s area of Ephesus who had heard of the baptism of John but not that of the Holy Spirit!

b) Here’s a reminder for us too—when people compliment us, let’s be quick to say that our light is not self-generated but from God.

c) In Matthew, Mark, and Luke, all three emphasize John calling the people to repent and then baptizing them.  Yet the author of this fourth gospel never once notes John’s baptizing ministry in his gospel.  In this gospel John’s one ministry is to bear witness to Jesus.  In fact, seven bear witness to Christ in this gospel (Bruce, 90):

(1) Father

(2) Son

(3) Spirit

(4) Works of Jesus

(5) Scripture

(6) John the Baptist

(7) Other human witnesses: disciples, Samaritan woman, multitude

d) One writer notes, “This emphasis on testimony should not be overlooked.  There is a legal air about it.  Testimony is a serious matter and it is required to substantiate the truth of a matter… Witness establishes the truth.  It does more.  If I take my stand my stand in the witness box and testify that such-and-such is the truth of a matter I am no longer neutral.  I have committed myself” (Bruce, 90).

6. Why would Jesus need John to testify about Him (1:7a)?  It’s not that Jesus needs anything.  The problem is with us—we all need a testimonial even us a great Product!

7. Who is the “him” in the “so that through him all men might believe” (1:7b)?  This is John (not Jesus) since we do not believe through Jesus but in Jesus.

8. Does 1:7b mean all people will be saved?  No, it only means that everyone has the potential to trust him—Jesus died for all people.

9. How is it that the true light “gives light to every man” (1:9a)?

a) Romans 1:19-20 says…

10. Why does John say that the true light “was coming into the world” when Jesus had already come (1:9b)?  As John’s ministry was ending, Jesus’ ministry was only beginning.

11. Why didn’t the world recognize Jesus as creator (1:10)?

12. Who or what was “that which was his own”(1:11)?

a) Some say this means people in general (Bultmann, 56).

b) Others say this refers specifically to the Jews (WBC, 12).  Since Jews are often called God’s own people (Exod. 19:5; Rom. 15:8; John 4:22), this is more likely.

13. How did the Jews not receive Jesus (1:11b)?

14. What does it mean to receive Christ (1:12)?

a) It means to “welcome the Word in faith” (WBC, 13).
15. Is receiving Christ the same as believing on his name (1:12a)?

16. Is there significance in the believing “in his name” as opposed to just believing “in him” (1:12a)?

a) It means to believe in his person—who he is and what he stands for.

b) Many people believed in Jesus’ ability when they saw his miracles, but they didn’t believe in Jesus himself.

c) Only John uses this phrase in his gospel and epistles.

d) It implies “acceptance of Jesus to the full extent of his revelation” (Schnackenburg)

17. Is “right” or “authority” the better translation (1:12b)?

18. Is it significant that John writes, “husband’s will” rather than “wife’s will” (1:13)?  

a) Yes, because the husband is generally the one that has the will to procreate!

b) A husband and wife have some say as to when to start a family

c) It’s not just deciding, “OK, my New Year’s resolution is that I’m going to be a Christian now!”  

Tentative Subject/Complement Statements

We must receive Jesus as the only answer to our sin problem (i.e., true spiritual light from God) in order to be saved.

Possible Illustrations

1. We return to Singapore on January 31 and will be in Colorado next Sunday, so January 30 will be our last Sunday with you.

2. At SBC John Yuen is another Baptist professor like myself.  I call him “John the Baptist.”

3. Darkness

a) “Turn off the darkness!”

b) Turn off sanctuary lights

c) Feng shui: Rifle range house at corner

d) Talk with man at Buddhist temple re: medium counsel

e) The commercial on my boy’s TV show said, “The new superman, where the good guys always wear black!”

f) Rifle Range grandma waving joss sticks during the flood vs., bailing

g) Superstitious Singaporeans pay $100 for several 9s and 8s in their license plates

h) $15,000 goldfish

4. Light

a) CCC Staff training ceremony

b) Focus on the Family magazine recently had an article showing the impact Christianity has had on the family worldwide

c) We went to see Stuart Little at the movie theatre and I got the pamphlet “Everything You Always Wanted to Know About the Movie Rating System.”  It says inside, “The ratings do not determine or reflect whether a film is ‘good’ or ‘bad.’” And yet the NC-17 rating across the page says, “The film may contain explicit sex scenes, an accumulation of sexually oriented language, and/or scenes of excessive violence.”

d) Who needs to be told that the sun in shining?  The blind!

5. The Catholic concept of receiving Christ

6. “We are all children of God,” most people say nowadays.

7. 4 billion say 'God is very important': Almost two thirds of the people interviewed in 60 countries by the American polling institute Gallup for its 'Millennium Survey' said that "God is very important for my personal life".  That stands in start contrast to the subjective impression from Western media that religious beliefs are globally in rapid decline, and confirms that faith in God remains one of the most important factors influencing the entire population.  87% of those questioned claimed to belong to some religion, only 13% claimed to be without a religion.  97% of the West African population indicated that God is very important for their lives, followed by Latin America (88%) and North America (82%).  Europe (49%) and East Asia (47%) appear at the bottom of the list. Source: Gallup

Receive the Light #1

John 1:6-13

Exegetical Outline
Exegetical Idea: The ways that Jesus is unique are that He alone gives salvation and He alone can help man enter God’s spiritual family.

I.
One way John saw Jesus as unique was that he saw Christ as the only light of salvation (6-9). 

A. God sent John to earth not because John was the way to God but so John could help people believe in Jesus as the only light of salvation (6-8).

1. God the Father sent John the Baptizer to earth (6).

2. The reason John testified about Christ was so people would believe in Jesus (7).

3. John was not the way to God but only pointed people to Jesus (8).

B. Jesus soon followed John as the true salvation who saves all that believe (9).

II.
Another way Jesus is unique is that by receiving him rather than rejecting him people can enter God’s spiritual family (10-13).

A. Jesus was unrecognized and rejected (10-11).

1. While on earth Christ was not recognized by his own creation (10).

2. The Jews rejected Jesus even though he was Jewish (11).

B. Yet still all that accept him as God enter God’s spiritual family (12-13).

1. Those who receive Jesus by believing he is God become God’s children (12).

2. This birth is spiritual by grace rather than physical by man’s decision (13).

a) People don’t enter God’s family by natural means (13a-c).

(1) Becoming God’s child is not related to human ancestry (13a).

(2) Becoming God’s child is not related to human passion (13b).

(3) Becoming God’s child is not related to human decision (13c).

b) People enter God’s family by God making them his children (13d).

Homiletical Outline (Cyclical inductive form)

Introduction

1. America is the land of opinions.

2. People differ on who Jesus really was—but we see Jesus as unlike any other man.

3. Subject: So what’s so unique about Jesus Christ?

I.
Christ is the only light.

A. John the Baptist pointed Jews to Christ as the light (6-9).

B. We also should point those in darkness to Christ as the light.

II.
Christ alone brings us into God’s family.

A. Most people reject Christ (10-11).

B. But all that accept him as God enter God’s spiritual family (12-13).

Conclusion

1. Jesus is the light (6-8) and the way to enter God’s family (9-13).

2. Receive the Light and you’ll enter God’s family (MI).

3. There are only two appropriate responses:

a) Receive the Light yourself.

b) Share the Light with others.

Help Others Receive the Light #2

John 1:6-13

Exegetical Outline
Exegetical Idea: The result of John preparing people to believe in Jesus was they could have salvation and enter God’s spiritual family.

I.
The result of John preparing people to believe in Jesus was they could have the light of salvation (6-9). 

A. God the Father sent John the Baptizer to earth (6).

B. The reason John testified about Christ was so people would believe in Jesus (7).

C. John was not the way to God but only pointed people to Jesus (8).

D. Jesus soon followed John as the true salvation who saves all that believe (9).

II.
The result of receiving Christ rather than rejecting him is becoming part of God’s spiritual family (10-13).

A. Jesus was unrecognized and rejected (10-11).

1. While on earth Christ was unrecognized by his own creation (10).

2. The Jews rejected Jesus even though he was Jewish (11).

B. Yet still all that accept him as God enter God’s spiritual family (12-13).

1. Those who receive Jesus by believing he is God become God’s children (12).

2. This birth is spiritual by grace rather than physical by man’s decision (13).

a) People don’t enter God’s family by natural means (13a-c).

(1) Becoming God’s child is not related to human ancestry (13a).

(2) Becoming God’s child is not related to human passion (13b).

(3) Becoming God’s child is not related to human decision (13c).

b) People enter God’s family by God making them his children (13d).

Old Homiletical Outline (Cyclical inductive form)

Introduction

1. Subject: What happens when we prepare people to believe in Jesus?

I.
They see that Christ is light.

A. John pointed the Jews of his day to Christ as the light (6-9).

B. We also can point those in darkness to Christ as the light.

1. Philippians 2:15 says…

II.
They become part of God’s family.

A. Most people reject Christ (10-11).

B. But all that accept him as God enter God’s spiritual family (12-13).

Conclusion

1.  (MI).

Old Exegetical Outline

I.
The reason God the Father sent John the Baptizer to earth was to prepare people’s hearts to believe in Jesus as the true salvation (6-9). 
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Receive the Light ( John 1:6-13

Introduction

Subject: What’s so unique about Jesus Christ?

I.
Christ is the only light.

A. John the Baptist pointed Jews to Christ as the light (6-9).

B. We should point those in darkness to Christ as the light.

II.
Christ alone brings us into God’s family.

A. Most people reject Christ (10-11).

B. But all that accept him as God enter God’s spiritual family (12-13).

Conclusion

1. Receive the Light and you’ll enter God’s family (Main Idea).

a) There are only two appropriate responses…
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Receive the Light ( John 1:6-13

Introduction

Subject: What’s so unique about Jesus Christ?

I.
Christ is the only light.

A. John the Baptist pointed Jews to Christ as the light (6-9).

B. We should point those in darkness to Christ as the light.

II.
Christ alone brings us into God’s family.

A. Most people reject Christ (10-11).

B. But all that accept him as God enter God’s spiritual family (12-13).

Conclusion

1. Receive the Light and you’ll enter God’s family (Main Idea).

a) There are only two appropriate responses…
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Receive the Light ( John 1:6-13

Introduction

Subject: What’s so __________________ about Jesus Christ?

I.
Christ is the only __________________.

A. John the Baptist pointed Jews to Christ as the light (6-9).

B. We should point those in darkness to Christ as the light.

II.
Christ alone brings us into God’s __________________.

A. Most people reject Christ (10-11).

B. But all that accept him as God enter God’s ________________ family (12-13).

Conclusion

1. _____________________ the Light and you’ll enter God’s _____________________ (Main Idea).

2. There are only two appropriate responses…
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Receive the Light ( John 1:6-13

Introduction

Subject: What’s so __________________ about Jesus Christ?

I.
Christ is the only __________________.

A. John the Baptist pointed Jews to Christ as the light (6-9).

B. We should point those in darkness to Christ as the light.

II.
Christ alone brings us into God’s __________________.

A. Most people reject Christ (10-11).

B. But all that accept him as God enter God’s ________________ family (12-13).

Conclusion

1. _____________________ the Light and you’ll enter God’s _____________________ (Main Idea).

2. There are only two appropriate responses…
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