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Grace & Truth

Theme:
How can we best see God’s grace and truth?

Thrust:
The best way was for God to become one of us.

Purpose:
The listeners will place their faith in Christ as God incarnate and Savior.

Introduction: 

1. Arouse interest: We need both grace and truth balanced in our lives [read Randy Alcorn, The Grace & Truth Paradox, 9-15]
2. Need: How can you balance grace and truth in your life?
a) Some of us show grace with ease.

b) Others of us emphasize truth

c) The real challenge is to balance the two. 

3. Main Idea: How can we best see God’s grace and truth?  The best way was for God to become one of us!  Jesus was eternal God made man to show the Father as full of grace and truth.
4. Background: The Gospel of John seeks to prove that Jesus Christ was God made human so that people might believe in Him and receive eternal life.  John wrote a prologue to present Jesus Christ as God the Creator, verified by John the Baptist’s testimony, so that Christ can offer salvation and show us true grace and truth.  Today we will focus on verses 14-18 to finish this prologue.

5. Preview: Today’s passage will show us that God’s grace and truth has been seen by eyewitnesses and by each of us too.
6. Text: Let’s watch The Gospel of John movie that will review the entire prologue for us… [play John 1:1-18].
 (God’s grace and truth has been seen by two major groups of people.  The first group that saw God’s grace and truth lived in the time of Christ where…)

I. Eyewitnesses saw God’s grace and truth when Jesus became human (1:14-15).

A. Many people saw Christ balance grace with truth when he became a man (1:14).

1. The “Word” refers to Christ (14a; cf. 1:1).

2. “Made his dwelling” literally means “tabernacled” with us, so it has the idea of a temporary presence with us (14b; “Immanuel” = God with us).

3. One reason Christ came was because no one else could show us God’s glory better than him (14c).

a) Think of it—Jesus for eternity enjoyed uninterrupted fellowship with the Father!

b) No one can show the Father better than the One who has been with Him for eternity past!

4. Christ was also the best way we could see “grace and truth” (14d).

a) Alcorn says Jesus perfectly balanced grace and truth [read pages 19-21].

b) Jesus claimed to be the truth (14:6)—not know the truth but be the truth!

5. Note that John says “We have seen his glory… full of grace and truth.”  This wasn’t just an abstract concept to John.  He SAW it lived out in Christ’s life!  And OTHERS saw this as well along with John the Apostle.

(But note in verse 15 that another reliable source witnessed Christ’s grace and truth…)

B. John the Baptist was a key witness to Christ’s eternal nature (1:15).

1. In a court of law, one of the most important things a lawyer can do is to establish the credibility of his witnesses.  Did Jesus have a credible witness?  He had an incredible witness in John!

2. In terms of reliability, whose opinion about Jesus would you take more than anyone else on earth at the time of Christ?  Jesus declared that John was the greatest man every born!

a) Although born a priest, that ungodly circle of priests that eventually killed Jesus did not taint him.

b) Instead, John’s whole upbringing was in the desert with a focus on preparing people for God’s kingdom!

3. Who was older—John or Jesus?  Yes, John was born six months before Jesus (Luke 1:26).  So John was born first.

4. But who was older?  

a) We normally think of the one born first as older—or even the one conceived first (ILL: Danny before Kurt).

b) However, Jesus pre-existed before John by millions of years!  So John says that Jesus was born later but “He who comes after me has surpassed me because he was before me.”

5. And John claimed that Jesus was God!


(So God himself tells us truth on the witness stand through these witnesses.  Not only was God’s grace and truth seen long ago when Christ walked the earth…)

II. We also see God’s grace and truth in Jesus (1:16-18).

A. All of our blessings ultimately come from Christ (1:16).

1. What blessing do you have that you didn’t get from Christ?

a) We thank Him for our food…

b) But Christ made us (1:3) so he gave us the ability to taste!  Without him you wouldn’t have a mouth or tongue or stomach or digestive system.

c) In fact, you wouldn’t have life itself (1:4)!

(1) You can hear me because he gave you ears.

(2) You can understand me because he gave you a brain.

(3) You can act on His Word because he gave you a will.

2. James 1:14 says the same thing…

B. Grace and truth come from Christ (1:14b, 17).

1. The Old Testament law given through Moses did a great job of showing us our need for God’s grace.  Who could ever have kept it?

a) Have you kept the Ten Commandments? [explain each]

b) There must be a better way than keeping the law, right?  There is.  It is called grace…

2. Grace came most clearly through Jesus Christ.

a) Since God’s standards are far too high for us to ever make it to him, the only way we can reach him is by his grace—his giving us what we do not deserve.

b) Grace came through Jesus Christ.

3. Truth also came through Jesus Christ.

a) Truth is claimed to be relative nowadays—that there exists no absolute truth.

b) But do those who say they believe it really believe it?

(1) Do you believe they think that their bank account balance is relative?  Is there an objective reality here?  Or is this just a matter of opinion?  Suppose one of these “relativists” wants to buy a $50,000 car with the belief that he has $100,000 in his account.  However, the bank says this customer has only $10,000 in his account.  Is there an objective truth here? 

(2) What if the man says to the teller, “Hey, don’t you see that truth is relative?  It is only your opinion that I have $10,000 in this account.  Now I want you to cash this cheque so I can buy my car.  Don’t start pushing your views on me.”  What do you think the teller will say to him?

(3) Friends, there is objective, absolute truth.  Maybe the customer and the teller are both wrong, but they both cannot be right!

c) “The Truth Project” by Focus on the Family is a reasoned attempt to help people see that genuine truth really does exist.  

(1) This DVD series is really tremendous as it covers many aspects of truth in our world [explain].

(2) I am seriously considering us watching this series in one of our ministries here in Crossroads.


(But how does this apply to God then?  After all, we cannot see him!  Well…)

C. Jesus helps us see the God we cannot see (1:18).

1. John 4:24 says that “God is Spirit” and no one can see a spirit.

2. However, that Spirit can take on human flesh so we can see what he is like—and that’s exactly what Jesus did.

3. Now our job is to evaluate whether these witnesses are indeed reliable.

Conclusion

1. Jesus was eternal God made man to show the Father as full of grace and truth [MI].

a) Eyewitnesses saw God’s grace and truth when Jesus became human (1:14-15).

b) We also see God’s grace and truth in Jesus (1:16-18).

2. Christians…

a) We should be like John the Baptist to bravely proclaim the good news of God’s grace and truth by salvation in Christ.

b) We should imitate him by balancing grace and truth in our lives.

3. Non-Christians, you can know God and trust Him for salvation because Jesus is the best reflection of God you will ever know.

a) John 14:9 tells us that Jesus shows us the Father.

b) Imagine the privilege of having the one who built your car repair it for you – he knows all about your car.

c) Since Jesus has shown Himself as God, we can trust His saving message, His redemptive work on the cross and be assured of His salvation.  

Study Questions (Step 1)

Context:
What did the author record just prior to this passage?

1. John testified that Christ was the light—or the one bringing salvation (1:6-13).

2. Now verses 14-18 finish off the prologue that introduces Christ as God to introduce this main theme developed in the rest of the Gospel.
Purpose:
Why is this passage in the Bible?

Background:
What historical context helps us understand this passage?

1. Although the false teaching of Gnosticism developed fully in the second century, beginning elements of Gnosticism had already crept into the church.

2. Gnosticism taught various emanations from God.

Questions

1. What is meant by “made his dwelling” (1:14)?

2. If grace and truth existed in the OT, how can we explain 1:17?

	NLT
	NIV
	NAU
	UBS

	14 So the Word became human* and made his home among us. He was full of unfailing love and faithfulness.* And we have seen his glory, the glory of the Father’s one and only Son.

15 John testified about him when he shouted to the crowds, “This is the one I was talking about when I said, ‘Someone is coming after me who is far greater than I am, for he existed long before me.’ ”

16 From his abundance we have all received one gracious blessing after another.* 

17 For the law was given through Moses, but God’s unfailing love and faithfulness came through Jesus Christ. 

18 No one has ever seen God. But the unique One, who himself God,* is near to the Father’s heart. He has revealed God to us.

	14 The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen his glory, the glory of the One and Only,d who came from the Father, full of grace and truth. 

15 John testifies concerning him. He cries out, saying, “This was he of whom I said, ‘He who comes after me has surpassed me because he was before me.’ ” 

16 From the fullness of his grace we have all received one blessing after another. 

17 For the law was given through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. 

18 No one has ever seen God, but God the One and Only,e f who is at the Father’s side, has made him known. 



	14 And athe Word bbecame flesh, and 1cdwelt among us, and dwe saw His glory, glory as of 2the only begotten from the Father, full of egrace and ftruth. 

15 John *atestified about Him and cried out, saying, “This was He of whom I said, ‘bHe who comes after me 1has a higher rank than I, cfor He existed before me.’ ” 

16 For of His afullness 1we have all received, and 2grace upon grace. 

17 For athe Law was given through Moses; bgrace and ctruth 1were realized through Jesus Christ. 

18 aNo one has seen God at any time; bthe only begotten God who is cin the bosom of the Father, dHe has explained Him. 


	14 Καὶ ὁ λόγος σὰρξ ἐγένετο καὶ ἐσκήνωσεν ἐν ἡμῖν, καὶ ἐθεασάμεθα τὴν δόξαν αὐτοῦ, δόξαν ὡς μονογενοῦς παρὰ πατρός, πλήρης χάριτος καὶ ἀληθείας. 

15 Ἰωάννης μαρτυρεῖ περὶ αὐτοῦ καὶ κέκραγεν λέγων· οὗτος ἦν ὃν εἶπον· ὁ ὀπίσω μου ἐρχόμενος ἔμπροσθέν μου γέγονεν, ὅτι πρῶτός μου ἦν. 

16 ὅτι ἐκ τοῦ πληρώματος αὐτοῦ ἡμεῖς πάντες ἐλάβομεν καὶ χάριν ἀντὶ χάριτος· 

17 ὅτι ὁ νόμος διὰ Μωϋσέως ἐδόθη, ἡ χάρις καὶ ἡ ἀλήθεια διὰ Ἰησοῦ Χριστοῦ ἐγένετο. 

18 Θεὸν οὐδεὶς ἑώρακεν πώποτε· μονογενὴς θεὸς ὁ ὢν εἰς τὸν κόλπον τοῦ πατρὸς ἐκεῖνος ἐξηγήσατο.



Outlines (Steps 2-5)
A Delicate Balance
John 1:14-18
Exegetical Outline (Steps 2-3)
Exegetical Idea: The way readers can best see God’s grace and truth is through witnesses of God’s glory in Christ’s incarnation and personal blessings from Jesus.
I. John the Baptist and others saw God’s glory in him in human form (1:14-15).

A. Many people saw Christ balance grace with truth when he became a man (1:14).

B. John the Baptist was a key witness to Christ’s eternal nature (1:15).

II. Jesus reveals God’s grace and truth to us as the only begotten Son (1:16-18).

A. All of our blessings ultimately come from Christ (1:16).

B. Grace and truth come from Christ (1:17).

C. Jesus helps us see the God we cannot see (1:18).

Sources:

Blomberg, Craig.  Jesus and the Gospels - An Introduction and Survey. Pp.156-174.
Albert Barnes’ Notes on the New Testament

William Burkitt’s Expository Notes

NIV Bible Library Expositor’s Commentary
From NTS notes:

(1:1-18) John's theological prologue presents Christ as God made man to be man's light and life to introduce themes that recur later in his Gospel and to encourage belief in this account.

A. (1:1-5) Christ is presented as eternal God and Creator of all things for man's life and spiritual light to lay a theological foundation for the presentation of Christ in the Gospel and to let the reader know who he is rejecting or accepting–God Himself.

B. (1:6-13) The response to Christ's revelation of Himself and through John the Baptist is rejection from the Jews but acceptance from all who would believe to summarize the dual response elaborated upon in the following account and to encourage belief.

C. (1:14-18) Christ's incarnation as eternal God made man is so that He might exegete the Father as full of grace and truth.

Purpose or Desired Listener Response (Step 4)

The listeners will place their faith in Christ as God incarnate and Savior

Homiletical Outline (Cyclical inductive form)—Steps 5-6

Subject: How can we best see God’s grace and truth?
Introduction: 

1. Arouse interest: We need both grace and truth balanced in our lives [read Randy Alcorn, The Grace & Truth Paradox, 9-15]
2. Need: How can you balance grace and truth in your life?
3. Main Idea: How can we best see God’s grace and truth?  The best way was for God to become one of us!  Jesus was eternal God made man to show the Father as full of grace and truth.
4. Background: The Gospel of John was primarily written to help Christians to be more effective in evangelism. John sought to prove that Jesus Christ was God made human so that people might believe in Him and receive eternal life.  John wrote a prologue to present Jesus Christ as God revealing Himself, and in the rest of the Gospel, he backed it up with testimonies of Jesus’ miracles, discourses, death and resurrection as evidence of His deity.  

5. Preview: Today’s passage will show us that God’s grace and truth has been seen by eyewitnesses and by each of us too.
6. Text: Let’s watch The Gospel of John movie that will review the entire prologue for us… [play John 1:1-18].
 (God’s grace and truth has been seen by two major groups of people.  The first group that saw God’s grace and truth lived in the time of Christ where…)

I. Eyewitnesses saw God’s grace and truth when Jesus became human (1:14-15).

A. Many people saw Christ balance grace with truth when he became a man (1:14a).

B. John the Baptist was a key witness to Christ’s eternal nature (1:15).

(Not only was God’s grace and truth seen long ago when Christ walked the earth…)

II. We also see God’s grace and truth in Jesus (1:16-18).

A. All of our blessings ultimately come from Christ (1:16).

B. Grace and truth come from Christ (1:14b, 17).

C. Jesus helps us see the God we cannot see (1:18).

Conclusion

1. Jesus was eternal God made man to show the Father as full of grace and truth [MI].

a) Eyewitnesses saw God’s grace and truth when Jesus became human (1:14-15).

b) We also see God’s grace and truth in Jesus (1:16-18).

2. Christians…

a) We should be like John the Baptist to bravely proclaim the good news of God’s grace and truth by salvation in Christ.

b) We should imitate him by balancing grace and truth in our lives.

3. Non-Christians, you can know God and trust Him for salvation because Jesus is the best reflection of God you will ever know.

a) John 14:9; Hebrews 1:2

b) Imagine the privilege of having the one who built you car repair it for you – he knows all about your car.

c) Since Jesus has shown Himself as God, we can trust His saving message, His redemptive work on the cross and be assured of His salvation.  

Tentative Theme/Thrust Statements (Step 5)

A. How do we know that Jesus was God?

B. How can we see God’s glory?

C. How can we see God’s grace and truth?

Possible Illustrations (Step 6)

1. Text

Possible Applications (Step 6)

1. Text
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* Greek became flesh.


* Or grace and truth; also in 1:17.


* Or received the grace of Christ rather than the grace of the law; Greek reads received grace upon grace.


* Some manuscripts read But the one and only Son.


�Tyndale House Publishers., Holy Bible : New Living Translation., 2nd ed. (Wheaton, Ill.: Tyndale House Publishers, 2004), Jn 1:14-18.


dOr the Only Begotten


eOr the Only Begotten


fSome manuscripts but the only (or only begotten) Son


�The Holy Bible  : New International Version, electronic ed. (Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1996, c1984), Jn 1:14-18.


aRev 19:13


bRom 1:3; Gal 4:4; Phil 2:7f; 1 Tim 3:16; Heb 2:14; 1 John 1:1f; 4:2; 2 John 7


1Or tabernacled; i.e. lived temporarily


cRev 21:3


dLuke 9:32; John 2:11; 17:22, 24; 2 Pet 1:16f; 1 John 1:1


2Or unique, only one of His kind


eJohn 1:17; Rom 5:21; 6:14


fJohn 8:32; 14:6; 18:37


*A star (*) is used to mark verbs that are historical presents in the Greek which have been translated with an English past tense in order to conform to modern usage. The translators recognized that in some contexts the present tense seems more unexpected and unjustified to the English reader than a past tense would have been. But Greek authors frequently used the present tense for the sake of heightened vividness, thereby transporting their readers in imagination to the actual scene at the time of occurence. However, the translators felt that it would be wise to change these historical presents to English past tenses.


aJohn 1:7


bMatt 3:11; John 1:27, 30


1Lit has become before me


cJohn 1:30


aEph 1:23; 3:19; 4:13; Col 1:19; 2:9


1Lit we all received


2Lit grace for grace


aJohn 7:19


bJohn 1:14; Rom 5:21; 6:14


cJohn 8:32; 14:6; 18:37


1Lit came to be


aEx 33:20; John 6:46; Col 1:15; 1 Tim 6:16; 1 John 4:12


bJohn 3:16, 18; 1 John 4:9


cLuke 16:22; John 13:23


dJohn 3:11


�New American Standard Bible : 1995 Update (LaHabra, CA: The Lockman Foundation, 1995), Jn 1:18.


�Barbara. Aland, Kurt. Aland, Matthew. Black et al., The Greek New Testament, 4th ed. (Federal Republic of Germany: United Bible Societies, 1993, c1979), 247.





