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Deity
Theme:
Trust Jesus for salvation
Thrust:
because He is truly God.
Purpose:
The listeners will place their faith in Christ as God.
Introduction: 

1. Arouse interest: [Story of CNY event to meet the god of wealth.] 
a) Happy Valentine’s Day and Chinese New Year

b) Valentine Day History [read slide].  This is a Christian holiday!

c) Two weeks ago while in a lift at Plaza Singapura, among the ads one particular ad caught my eye.  So, naturally, I took out my iPhone to get a few pictures…

d) It said that one could actually “meet and greet” the “God of Fortune” this Chinese New Year!  Wow!  He would be at Plaza Singapura from 5-7 February at 1 and 7 PM.  The Promise?  Come and you will receive a huge dose of fortune and luck from God of Fortune!

e) I decided not to brave the crowds that day, so I don’t know what happened—probably something like a visit from Santa Claus—but it did get me thinking, “What if the God of Fortune really did make an appearance in Singapore?”
f) Of course, as Christians, we believe that our God is the true God of Blessings, and that these blessings come especially through Jesus Christ.  However, most people treat Jesus as just another founder of a world religion, a good man or a good teacher—while we hold Jesus to be God Himself—and we can even “meet and greet” Him without going down to Plaza Singapura!
2. Need: This raises the question of who Jesus really is, and with this a few questions.  Have you ever met Jesus?  Have you ever been asked by non-Christians whether Jesus is God? How do you answer the question?
3. Subject: Why should we believe Jesus is God?
4. Background: The keyword for the Gospel of John is believe.  The Gospel of John was primarily written to help Christians to be more effective in evangelism [read John 20:30-31]. It was John’s purpose to prove that Jesus Christ, the Savior of the world, was truly the God-incarnate so that people might believe. John chose a prologue to present Jesus Christ as God revealing Himself, and in the rest of the Gospel, he backs it up with testimonies of Jesus’ miracles, discourses, death and resurrection as evidence of His deity.  

5. Purpose: The reason John presented Christ as God is because he lived during the beginning days of Gnosticism.  The Gnostics are still around and are named after this Greek word for “knowledge.”  We won’t get into the details of what the Gnostics believe today, but just think of them as teaching that salvation is in a secret knowledge—a knowledge that the physical world is evil but the spiritual world is good!  In any case…

6. Preview: Today’s passage will show three reasons we should believe that Jesus is God.
 (The first reason we know that Jesus is God is because…)

I. Jesus existed before creation as God (1:1-2).

A. Jesus (logos) had no beginning (1:1a, 2).

1. God spoke through Christ, the Word.

a) If you have any doubt who “the Word” is, just jump to verse 14 [read].

b) So how does God speak to us?  He certainly does through written and oral language.

c) But the best way to communicate is in person—so God ultimately spoke (and speaks) to us through the person of Jesus Christ—the Perfect Revelation of God.

d) So what does Jesus being the “Word” mean?

(1) Do you want to see what God is like?  Well, look no farther than Jesus!  As Wiersbe writes, “Much as our words reveal to others our hearts and minds, so Jesus Christ is God’s ‘Word’ to reveal His heart and mind to us.”

(2)  The BKC says, “The term “Word” is the common Greek word logos, which meant ‘speaking, a message, or words.’ ‘Logos’ was widely used in Greek philosophical teaching as well as in Jewish wisdom literature and philosophy. John chose this term because it was familiar to his readers, but he invested it with his own meaning, which becomes evident in the prologue.”

(3) The background of logos is threefold:

(a) Greek Philosophy: “The term was used technically in the Greek philosophy of this period, particularly by the Stoics, to denote the controlling Reason of the universe, the all-pervasive Mind which ruled and gave meaning to all things.  LOGOS was one of the purest and most general concepts of that ultimate Intelligence, Reason, or Will that is called God” (Merrill C. Tenney, The Gospel of John [Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1948; reprint 1975], 62).
(b) OT: “In the lxx Logos is used to translate Heb. dāḇār. The root of this signifies ‘that which lies behind’, and so when translated as ‘word’ it, too, means meaningful sound; it may also mean ‘thing.’”
  Some say it is the OT Wisdom literature whereas others say it refers to the Torah.
(c) Philo: Philo was a Jewish philosopher in the first century AD down in Alexandria, Egypt.  He combined Jewish and Greek ideas to try to evangelize Greeks to Judaism.  The New Bible Dictionary notes that only Philo’s “Logos-teaching provides a clear theological scheme in which the Word possesses a like unity with God and a like distinction from him, and in which both creative and sustaining activity in the universe and revelatory activity towards man is ascribed to it.”

(4) Hebrews 1:1-4 (NLT) provides a great parallel, “Long ago God spoke many times and in many ways to our ancestors through the prophets. 2 And now in these final days, he has spoken to us through his Son. God promised everything to the Son as an inheritance, and through the Son he created the universe. 3 The Son radiates God’s own glory and expresses the very character of God, and he sustains everything by the mighty power of his command. When he had cleansed us from our sins, he sat down in the place of honor at the right hand of the majestic God in heaven. 4 This shows that the Son is far greater than the angels, just as the name God gave him is greater than their names.”
2.  “In the beginning” is the exact same beginning as Genesis 1:1.

a) John is pointing to Christ’s eternal nature.

b) He also is alluding to Christ as Creator!

B. Jesus (logos) has always been in fellowship with the Father (1:1b).

1. We have the eternal fellowship of the Trinity noted here—though the Spirit isn’t noted here, he was certainly there in the parallel text in Genesis 1:2.

2. •The logos is distinguished from God. 

3. •The distinction has nothing to do with the essence, for Jesus is the same essence with God. 

4. •The distinction has to do with personality. The logos is a person by Himself. 

5. •He is “with” God in the sense that He is “in the presence” or “in 
the company” of God.
6. But how can the “son of God” equal God himself? [narrate slide]

7. So Jesus has always been in fellowship with the Father (1:1b).
C. Jesus is God (1:1c).

1. The New World Translation has several problems… [slide]

2. Jesus is the God-Man

a) Dan Brown disagrees…

b) The early church at Nicea excommunicated Arius for arguing for a Jesus who was less than eternal and God…

c) Other NT texts support the concept of Christ’s deity…

d) Early Church Fathers believed in Christ’s deity…

e) As the Revealer of God, He must be God!

(So the first reason we know that Jesus is God is because Jesus existed before creation as God.  Now in verse 3 we see another reason we can be confident that Christ is God…)
II. Jesus created all things (1:3).

[The only one who can create everything is God Himself!]

A. Jesus is the source of all things existing today.

1. Americans too often make Jesus in our own likeness instead of the other way around.

2. Jesus created light in Genesis 1:3.

3. Jesus created Adam in Genesis 2:7.

4. Jesus also created Eve!

B. Jesus also sustains His creation.

1. Col. 1:15

2. Col. 1:16-17

3. Jesus was rejected by his creation, as John 1:10-11 notes [read].


(What is the life and light in verse 4? And how does this help us see that Jesus is God?)

III. Jesus gives eternal life and deliverance from spiritual darkness (1:4-5).

[Only God can give life and overpower Satan—so Jesus must be God!]

A. [Jesus gives eternal life (1:4a).]

1. What kind of life in meant (4a)?

a) Physical life (NLT) is certainly true theologically since Christ created life.  We need life, as this unbeliever tells the pastor: “If we’re supposed to have eternal life, how come we were created biodegradable?”

b) Eternal life is more likely meant here (NIV) since John generally refers to spiritual life when using the word “life”—so Christ is the source of eternal life.

(1) There is a connection between “life” and “light” here in the NIV: “In him was life, and that life was the light of men.”

(2) If eternal life is meant, then it offers spiritual light to all.

2. But it may refer to both physical and spiritual life (BKC): “Life is man’s most important asset. To lose life is tragic. John affirmed that in the ultimate sense, life is in Christ. Man’s spiritual and physical life come from Him. (For John’s teaching on life, cf. 5:26; 6:57; 10:10; 11:25; 14:6; 17:3; 20:31.)”

B. Jesus gives spiritual light (1:4b).

C. Sinful men can’t understand that Christ gives eternal life (1:5).

1. Does the latter part of verse 5 mean “comprehend” (NIV) or “extinguish” (NLT)?

a) NIV sense: Unbelievers cannot understand that Christ is One who gave them physical life.

b) NLT sense: Unbelievers cannot put out the eternal life that Jesus gives.

2. Physical life and spiritual life come from Jesus but sinful and depraved human minds cannot understand this.


(So what is the message of the entire Gospel of John and also of these first five verses?)

Conclusion

1. Jesus is indeed God Himself because Jesus existed before creation as God, Jesus created all things, and Jesus gives eternal life and deliverance from spiritual darkness [MPs].

2. Trust Jesus for salvation because He is truly God [MI].

3. [Applications] Since Jesus has shown Himself as God, believing in him makes us God’s children. 

4. Prayer with invitation to trust Christ for salvation or challenges Christians face.



Study Questions (Step 1)

Context:
What did the author record just prior to this passage?

1. The context of the writing of this book is that this could well be the first book in the NT that we have that John wrote.  

2. If John wrote his gospel around AD 68-69, he would not have written his three epistles or the Revelation yet.
Purpose:
Why is this passage in the Bible?

1. Matthew, Mark, and Luke had already written their gospels by the time John wrote.  This is clear in that John purposely avoids saying what they had mentioned in 92% of his account.

2. So John wanted to supplement them—evidently to make it even clearer that Christ is God.

3. “The prologue contains many of the major themes of the Gospel which are later reintroduced and developed more fully. The key terms include “life” (v. 4), “light” (v. 4), “darkness” (v. 5), “witness” (v. 7), “true” (v. 9), “world” (v. 9), “Son” (v. 14), “Father” (v. 14), “glory” (v. 14), “truth” (v. 14). Two other key theological terms are “the Word” (v. 1) and “grace” (v. 14), but these important words are used in John only in this theological introduction. “Word” (Logos) does occur elsewhere in the Gospel but not as a Christological title.”

Background:
What historical context helps us understand this passage?

1. Although the false teaching of Gnosticism developed fully in the second century, beginning elements of Gnosticism had already crept into the church.

2. Gnosticism taught various emanations from God—none of whom was God himself, nor were they personal—but Jesus was far more than the idea of God.  He was and is God Himself.

Questions

a) What is the meaning and significance of logos in John 1?

(1) “The term “Word” is the common Greek word logos, which meant “speaking, a message, or words.” ‘Logos’ was widely used in Greek philosophical teaching as well as in Jewish wisdom literature and philosophy. John chose this term because it was familiar to his readers, but he invested it with his own meaning, which becomes evident in the prologue.”

(2) The background of logos is threefold:

(a) OT: “In the lxx Logos is used to translate Heb. dāḇār. The root of this signifies ‘that which lies behind’, and so when translated as ‘word’ it, too, means meaningful sound; it may also mean ‘thing’. In accordance with a common feature of Heb. psychology a man’s dāḇār is regarded as in some sense an extension of his personality and further as possessing a substantive existence of its own.”
  Some say it is the OT Wisdom literature whereas others say it refers to the Torah.
(b) Greek Philosophy: “The term was used technically in the Greek philosophy of this period, particularly by the Stoics, to denote the controlling Reason of the universe, the all-pervasive Mind which ruled and gave meaning to all things.  LOGOS was one of the purest and most general concepts of that ultimate Intelligence, Reason, or Will that is called God” (Merrill C. Tenney, The Gospel of John [Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1948; reprint 1975], 62).
(c) Philo: Philo was a Jewish philosopher in the first century AD down in Alexandria, Egypt.  He combined Jewish and Greek ideas to try to evangelize Greeks to Judaism.  “Only the Philonic Logos-teaching provides a clear theological scheme in which the Word possesses a like unity with God and a like distinction from him, and in which both creative and sustaining activity in the universe and revelatory activity towards man is ascribed to it. Further, the necessarily unique concept of incarnation is nevertheless a proper development of the identification of Philo’s Logos with the ideal Man. Either a direct use of Philo or a similar background in intellectual circles of Hellenistic Jewry may lie behind this.”

b) So what does Jesus being the “Word” mean?

(1) Do you want to hear what God is like?  Well, look no farther than Jesus!  As Wiersbe writes, “Much as our words reveal to others our hearts and minds, so Jesus Christ is God’s ‘Word’ to reveal His heart and mind to us.”

(2) Hebrews 1:1-4 (NLT) provides a great parallel, “Long ago God spoke many times and in many ways to our ancestors through the prophets. 2 And now in these final days, he has spoken to us through his Son. God promised everything to the Son as an inheritance, and through the Son he created the universe. 3 The Son radiates God’s own glory and expresses the very character of God, and he sustains everything by the mighty power of his command. When he had cleansed us from our sins, he sat down in the place of honor at the right hand of the majestic God in heaven. 4 This shows that the Son is far greater than the angels, just as the name God gave him is greater than their names.”
c) So what does John 1:1 reveal about Christ?

(1) Jesus has existed from eternity past to tell us the Mind of God (1a), Jesus has always been in relationship with the Father (1b), and Jesus has always been God himself (1c).  

(2) A special fellowship between Father and Son has always existed, but the two Persons are distinct.

d) What is meant by “life” and “light” in 1:4-5?

4 
The Word gave life to everything that was created,*
and his life brought light to everyone.

5 
The light shines in the darkness,

and the darkness can never extinguish it.*

e) What kind of life in meant (4a)?

(1) Physical life (NLT) is certainly true theologically since Christ created life.

(2) Eternal life is probably meant here (NIV) since John generally refers to spiritual life when using the word “life”—so Christ is the source of eternal life.

(a) There is a connection between “life” and “light” here in the NIV: “In him was life, and that life was the light of men.”

(b) If eternal life is meant, then it offers spiritual light to all.

(3) Both physical and spiritual life (BKC): Life is man’s most important asset. To lose life is tragic. John affirmed that in the ultimate sense, life is in Christ. Man’s spiritual and physical life come from Him. (For John’s teaching on life, cf. 5:26; 6:57; 10:10; 11:25; 14:6; 17:3; 20:31.)

f) What kind of light in meant (4b)?

(1) Perhaps the light refers to God revealing his nature.

g) Does the latter part of verse 5 mean “comprehend” (NIV) or “extinguish” (NLT)?

(1) NIV sense: Unbelievers cannot understand that Christ is the One who gave them physical life.

(2) NLT sense: Unbelievers cannot put out the eternal life that Jesus gives.

Outlines (Steps 2-5)
Who is Jesus Really?
John 1:1-5
Exegetical Outline (Steps 2-3)
Adapted from Vincent Lee (119) 

Prologue
The Gospel of John was primarily written to help Christians to be more effective in evangelism. It was John’s purpose to prove that Jesus Christ, Saviour of the world, was truly the God-incarnate so that people might believe. John chose a prologue to present Jesus Christ as pre-existent with God in the beginning, involved in the creation of the world, incarnated, and witnessed by John the Baptist, the rest of the Gospel, backs it up with testimonies of Jesus’ miracles, discourses, death and resurrection as evidence of His deity.   

Exegetical Idea (CPT): The reason readers should believe that Jesus was God was because He was the Creator who grants eternal life.
I.  (1:1-2) Jesus existed before creation as God.

II. (1:3) Jesus created all things.

III. (1:4-5) Jesus gives eternal life and deliverance from spiritual darkness.

Sources:

Blomberg, Craig.  Jesus and the Gospels - An Introduction and Survey. Pp.156-174.
Albert Barnes’ Notes on the New Testament

William Burkitt’s Expository Notes

NIV Bible Library Expositor’s Commentary
Purpose or Desired Listener Response (Step 4)

The listeners will place their faith in Christ as God.

Adapted from Vincent Lee (119)

Homiletical Outline (Cyclical inductive form)—Steps 5-6

Subject: Why should we believe that Jesus was God?
Introduction: 

1. Arouse interest: [Story of CNY event to meet the god of wealth.] Many people tend to treat Jesus as another founder of world religion, a good man or a good teacher rather than God Himself. Therefore, they may choose one or the other to help them in their lives.
2. Need: Have you ever been asked by non-Christians whether Jesus is God? How do you answer the question?
3. Subject: Why should we believe that Jesus was God?
4. Background: The Gospel of John was primarily written to help Christians to be more effective in evangelism. It was John’s purpose to prove that Jesus Christ, the Savior of the world, was truly the God-incarnate so that people might believe. John chose a prologue to present Jesus Christ as God revealing Himself, and in the rest of the Gospel, he backs it up with testimonies of Jesus’ miracles, discourses, death and resurrection as evidence of His deity.  

5. Preview: Today’s passage will show three reasons we should believe that Jesus is God.
 (The first reason we know that Jesus is God is because…)

I.  Jesus existed before creation as God (1:1-2).

A. Jesus (logos) had no beginning (1:1a, 2).

B. Jesus (logos) has always been in fellowship with the Father (1:1b).

C. Jesus is God (1:1c).

II. Jesus created all things (1:3).

A. Jesus is the source of all things existing today.

B. Jesus also sustains His creation.

III. Jesus gives eternal life and deliverance from spiritual darkness (1:4-5).

A. Jesus gives eternal life (1:4a).

B. Jesus gives spiritual light (1:4b).

C. Sinful men can’t understand that Christ gives eternal life (1:5).

Conclusion

1. Trust Jesus for salvation because He is truly God [MI].

2. Jesus is indeed God Himself because Jesus existed before creation as God, Jesus created all things, and Jesus gives eternal life and deliverance from spiritual darkness [MPs].

3. [Applications] Since Jesus has shown Himself as God, we can trust His saving message, His redemptive work on the cross and be assured of His salvation. 

Tentative Theme/Thrust Statements (Step 5)

Text

Possible Illustrations (Step 6)

1. Text

Possible Applications (Step 6)
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