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Marriage Clothes

Colossians 3:12-14

Topic:
Marriage

Theme:
Add to the “clothes” God gave you in Christ 

Thrust:
the “clothes” of mutual concern

Purpose:
Listeners will “clothe” their status in Christ with care for their spouse.

Introduction

1. Interest: A man once arrived home only to discover his wife crying at the front door.  “What’s wrong,” he asked.  She said through her tears, “I wanted to fix you a nice dinner—but the dog ate the biscuits!!”  He replied, “But Sweetie, that’s OK.  We can get a new dog!”

2. Need: Here’s how not to talk to your spouse!  A heresy of inconsideration in marriage pervades our day.  People insult their spouses and then say, “If it works, great—if not, I’ll just get married to someone else.”

3. Subject or CPS: With marriage in such great trouble today, how can you safeguard yours?

4. Background: The first century Colossian believers showed inconsiderate actions in their pre-Christian days, so Paul used a clothing imagery in Colossians 3:9-10.   A sensible person changes his dirty clothes after the day’s work.  Likewise, Paul commanded these Christians to take off the “filthy clothes” of their old life.  But he also told them to put on “new clothes” to safeguard them—especially in their marriages.

5. Text: Now Paul specifically addresses marriage in 3:18-19 where he tells husbands to love their wives and wives to submit to their husbands.  But Aaron and Sylvia asked me to address verses 12-14 that are more basic.

6. Preview: Aaron and Sylvia, this text tells what God has done for you, followed by your response.  So we’ll first see the new “clothes” provided by the Lord, then we’ll see what “clothes” you should put on yourselves.

7. Transition: And what are these “new clothes” God provided in your marriage?  This means essentially to…

I.
Realize your new life in Christ (12a-c).

      [God has clothed you with three blessings as believers.]

A. First, God chose you both for salvation—and each other (12a)!  [Underlining = read the text here.] 

1. God planned in eternity past for you both to know Him.

2. He also chose you to serve Him together!

B. God also made you holy (12b).

1. This literally means that you have been “set apart” to serve Him.

2. Think how few marriages can start out as a holy couple, forgiven of all sin!  Yet you are!  How?

C. God loves you more than you could ever imagine (12c).

1. He showed this by giving His Son Jesus Christ to take away your sin.

2. (To audience) And dear friends, Aaron and Sylvia also want me to share with you all that God loves you too—enough to die for you in His Son Jesus.  They invite you to trust in Him too!

(So God clothes you.  But what should you do with the precious “clothes” from God?  You must add more clothes of your own!  How?  The rest of the text says to…)

II.
Put your spouse’s needs before your own (12d-14).

     [In other words, care for one another—in three ways...)

A. First, show mutual compassion (12d).

1. Sad to say, but many married couples treat others with more care than their spouse!

2. These five words are a great checklist to assure that you show more “compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience” for one another than for anyone else.  (Besides compassion, also…)

B. Forgive each other (13).

1. I wish I could promise that you won’t sin against one another—but I have 20 years of sins that my wife has forgiven already.

2. But we have learned not to have a backlog of offenses.  Ephesians 4:26 says don‘t let the sun go down while angry—so do it, OK?  Susan and I have stayed up late more times than I’d like to admit!

3. Don’t let even one sin against each another cause resentment—instead, forgive each other daily.  (Finally Paul says to…)

C. Love each other (14).

1. This is not a command to have fond feelings for one another.  God is more realistic than that!

2. God is saying here to maintain your commitment to one another unconditionally.

3. I try to tell my wife a dozen times a day that I love her, but actions are better than words.

a) Do you remember in the movie Fiddler on the Roof how Tevia asks his wife of 20 years, “Do you love me?”

b) She answers, “I’ve fixed your meals, washed your clothes, cleaned your house, etc.”

c) He asks her again, “But do you love me?”

d) She gives him another laundry list.  She never does say “I love you,” but then again, does she?  She does—hundreds of times a day, in fact—by what she does.

(To sum up this passage Paul is saying to…)
Conclusion

1. Add to the “clothes” God gave you in Christ the “clothes” of mutual concern (Main Idea).

2. So safeguard your marriage by daily caring for one another as God has cared for you (MI restated).

3. Paul has told you to [Main Points]…

a) Realize your new life in Christ as chosen, holy, loved people (12a-c).

b) So put your spouse’s needs before your own—clothe yourselves with mutual compassion, forgiveness, and love (12d-14).

4. [Exhortation/Application]

a) It’s been a joy over these months for my wife Susan and me to have many sessions with you to prepare you for your new life together.

b) I’m about as confident as I can be that you will clothe this new relationship with God’s character.

c) And I’m even more confident that He’ll give you the strength to care for one another just like this text says.

Study Questions (Step 1)

Context:
What did the author record just prior to this passage?

1. Paul explained what actions (clothes) believers are to “put off” due to their new life in Christ (3:9-10).

2. He then reminded them of their equal status as believers (3:11).

Purpose:
Why is this passage in the Bible?

1. It shows the balance between what God has provided for the believer, plus the responsibilities each Christian also has.

Background:
What historical context helps us understand this passage?

1. The Colossians needed to know how to live out their faith amidst a world that opposed Christ as being anything really unique.

2. Paul gave them two bits of advice: hold fast to the truth of Christ’s deity and live out their faith.  

3. To show them how to live out their faith, he used the imagery of putting on new clothes.

a) Obviously if you are going to put on new clothes, you must first take off your old clothes.  So Paul told them to lay aside the practices of their former life.

b) Now in verse 12 he tells them what the new clothes are supposed to be like.

Questions

a) There are a lot of lists here, so where’s the main verb?

b) The only verb is “clothe” which ties the clothing imagery with verses 9-10.

c) Verse 12 has five words that center around the first noun: compassion.  These words all relate to believers putting the needs of others before their own.  
What is the big idea of what he’s saying?

d) The clothing idea shows that the command is for believers to obey God in response to his love.

What is the significance of the believers’ standing in 12a? 

[agapao] is the Greek word for God’s love, the love shown at Calvary, a love that denies self for the benefit of the object loved (Wuest, K. S. 1997, c1984. Wuest's word studies from the Greek New Testament : For the English reader . Eerdmans: Grand Rapids)
2. What do these five traits have in common that links them together: compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness, and patience?

Tentative Theme/Thrust Statements (Step 5)

What God’s grace has done for us: Chose us, forgave us, loves us, etc.

Possible Illustrations (Step 6)

3. Text

Possible Applications (Step 6)

4. Text

Outlines (Steps 2-5)
Title

Passage

Exegetical Outline (Steps 2-3)
Exegetical Idea (CPT): The way the Colossian believers were to fight heresy was to show the traits their new nature.

I.
The way the Colossian believers were to fight heresy was to show their new nature as special in Christ (12a).

A. Chosen

B. Holy

C. Loved 

II.
The result of being elect, holy and loved was to obey three commands that meet other believer’s needs (12b-14).

A. Compassion (in different words) shows the world Christians are chosen, holy and loved (12b).

B. Forgiveness mimics God’s forgiveness in Christ (13).

C. Love is the most important trait of all because it sums up the others (14).

Purpose or Desired Listener Response (Step 4)
The couple (and other listeners) will show forth compassion, forgiveness, and love that identify their marriage as in Christ.

Homiletical Outline (Cyclical inductive form)—Steps 5-6

Introduction

1. Interest: “But Sweetie, we can get a new dog!”

2. Need: A heresy of seeing marriage as temporary pervades our day.

3. Subject or CPS: With marriage in such great trouble nowadays, how can you safeguard yours?

4. Background: Colossians were leaving their roots in Christ so Paul gave them commands to safeguard them—including their marriages.

5. Text: He specifically addresses marriage in 3:18-19 where he tells husbands to love their wives and wives to submit to their husbands.  However, Aaron and Sylvia asked me to speak on 3:12-14 that are more basic.

6. Preview: This text tells us what God has done for you, followed by your response.  So we will first see the foundation provided by the Lord, then we’ll see what you should build upon this foundation.

7. Transition: So what’s the foundation for your marriage?  It’s to…

Below is the old outline that uses a building rather than clothing imagery…

I.
Realize your foundation in Christ (12a).

    [Know well who you are as believers.]

A. God chose you both for salvation—and each other!

B. God made you holy.

C. God loves you more than you could ever imagine.

(How should you build on this foundation?)

II.
Put your spouse’s needs before your own (12b-14).

    [Obey three commands that build on God’s foundation with mutual concern.)

A. Show mutual compassion (12b).

B. Forgive each other (13).

C. Love each other (14).

Conclusion

1. Build upon God’s foundation in Christ with mutual concern (MI).

2. Safeguard your marriage by daily building on God’s foundation (MI/CPS).

3. Strengthen the house that God established with love! (MI restated)

4. Main Points

Exhortation/Application

