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Colossians 2:8 – See to it that no one takes you captive through hollow and deceptive   

                            philosophy, which depends on human tradition and the basic principles of 
                           this world rather than on Christ.

Colossians 2:9 – For in Christ all the fullness of the Deity lives in bodily form, (NIV)
EI (CPT) : The reason the Colossians should stand firmly against deceptive

                   Philosophy and not to be captivated by them was because Christ is the right 

                   response to the philosophy deceivers.

I.   The manner in which the Colossians should stand firmly in their faith against deceptive  

      philosophy was  not to rely according to human traditions and the elements of knowledge 
      of this world   ( 8 a-b ) 
A.  The manner in which the Colossians should hold on to their faith against deceptive 

       philosophy was not to rely on  human traditions. ( 8 a )

B.  The manner in which the Colossians should hold on to their faith against deceptive 

       philosophy was not to rely on  the elements of knowledge of this world  ( 8 b ) 

II.   The reason the Colossians should stand firmly against deceptive philosophy and not 

       to be captivated by them was because Christ is the right response to the philosophy 

       deceivers. (9)

Sources Used:  

- JFB commentary
- Bible Work 7 – Software for Biblical Exegesis & Research
- Colossians, Philemon / Peter T. O'Brien.
Toh Keng Lock (#241)            Beware of Deceptive Philosophy ( Col 2: 8 - 9 )

Beware of Deceptive Philosophy 

 Col 2: 8 – 9 ( Cyclical Inductive Form )  
Introduction 
1. Interest: Let me begin by asking all of you two questions, First, what is matter? Never mind and second, what is mind? No matter. Is sound very philosophical, right? yes it is,   
2. Need: In this globalized world, we are constantly faced with questions that challenge our thinking and practices in our church.  How should we Christians stand firmly in our faith in Christ and be ready to defend against those deceptive philosophies?  
3. Subject: How should we defend against false teaching? then should we stand firmly against deceptive philosophy and not to be captivated by them?

4. Background: Let’s go back to the time of the Colossian church and see what had happened to the Christians there.  
5. Preview: How Paul had urged the Colossians to stand firm in their faith in Christ as they being bombarded by false teaching amongst the Christian in their midst. 

6. Text: Let’s examine what he writes in Colossians 2:8-9
7. Transition: What we read from this verses is that...
      I.
     We should stand firmly against deceptive philosophy is (8 a – b)

                  A. to avoid human traditions. ILL – Mooncake’s festival (8a)

                  B. to avoid worldly philosophy. ILL – As space and time (8b)

II. We should stand firmly against deceptive philosophy and to avoid deceptive 

             philosophy because we have a better solution in Christ as God.  – ILL – My 
             son sharing on his faith (9)
Conclusion

1. So why stand against deceptive philosophy? Because Christ is God. (MI)   
2. So which fellow Christians that you know have questions that need your attention concerning an issue? And have you made any effort to sit down and explain to clear their doubt?

              3.     How about those unbelievers who we know that have doubts on this issue? 

              4.     We should be ready and stand firmly in our faith when we have the opportunity 

                       to share our thought in regards to the issue on deceptive philosophy. 
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Outline Manuscript for  Col 2: 8 – 9 ( Cyclical Inductive Form )  

Topic:              Faith
Subjection:     How to stand against deceptive Philosophy 
Complement: Christ is God in flesh
Purpose:         The listeners will be encourage to read God’s word more fervently and to 

                         able to defend the faith against deceptive teaching.                     
Introduction 
3. Let me begin by asking all of you two questions, First, what is matter? Never mind and second, what is mind? No matter. Is sound very philosophical, right?  
4. In this globalized world, we are constantly faced with questions that challenge our thinking and practices in whether at home, work place, school or our church (pause) that we belong. How should we Christians stand firm in our faith in Christ and be ready to defend against those deceptive philosophies?  
5. How should we defend against deceptive philosophies as a Christians?  Then should we stand firmly against deceptive philosophy and not to be captivated by them? Subject
So how then are we to stand firmly against deceptive philosophies? Before that let me tell you in the NT times there is one church that face the problems.  
6. Let’s go back to the time of the Colossian church and see what had happened to the Christians there.  

a.   Colossians is a book of connections, Paul is writing from the prison 

      combatting false teachings which have infiltrated the Colossians church. 

b.  The problem ‘syncretism,’ combining ideas from others philosophies and 

      religions ( such as paganism, strains of Judaism, and Greek thought) with 

      Christian truth. The resulting heresy later became known as ‘Gnosticism’.

                      c.   Their emphasis on special knowledge and denying Christ as God and 

                            Savior.

7. So, let’s see how Paul urged the Colossians to stand firm in their faith in Christ 

       as they being bombarded by false teaching from the Gnostics and also amongst  

       the Christian in their midst. 

8. Text: Let’s turn to the verses and examine what he writes in Colossians 2:8-9
       a.  Prior to this verses, Paul reminded them of the important of his apostolic   

            “spirit” in v. 5 

       b.  And the Christological traditions they received from him in v. 6 -7.     

      Then verse 8 begins with the warning of ‘Taking heed’ or ‘See to it’  read from 
      this verses is that...
I.
We should stand firmly against deceptive philosophy is (8 a – b)

        A. to avoid human traditions.(8a)

             1.    Here Paul writes to the Colossians telling them not to be deceived by human 

                   traditions cause by troublesome philosophers. They are promoting an ascetic 

                   morality among the Colossians.  Paul is not against a source of a religious 

                   philosophy or a moral code, a sacred tradition which is not a bad thing. As a 

                  youth he had been in steep in oral and written religions.

             2.  The problem lies rather with the with a particular kind of traditions which is not in 

                  Christological in content. Paul contends that if a congregation’s religious heritage

                  does not depend on Christ, its source must be human imagination rather than 

                  divine revelation. And the end result is fruitless.

                  Do we still mixed our traditions with our Christian beliefs? A few months ago, 

                  there are two traditions celebrated in Singapore? The Hungry Ghost’s month and 

                  the Moon’s cake festival. Can we take part in these celebrations?? ILLUS

. 
        B. to avoid worldly philosophy.   (8b)

            1. Paul moved on to speak about element of knowledge which the false philosopher 

                teaches that this world is ordered by impersonal forces ( such as natural laws), thus , 

               to be reconciled with God we live with this force. ILLUS  fu shui and space walk??? 

         2.   He also spoke against human philosophers on the issue of measuring a person’s 

               spiritual status. It leads to  the community with strict moral standard that  loosen the 

                ethos of legalism and judgmentalism of its spiritual vitality.

II       We should stand firmly against deceptive philosophy and to avoid 
          deceptive philosophy because we have a better solution in Christ as God.  (9)
               In responding to the philosophy or system of truth, Paul spoke of two core 
               convictions:
               1.   Christ is the personal and complete revelation of God within history. Through 

                     history Christ came down as human has testified the completion of God’s 

                     salvation plan?

               2.   Christ rules over every other power within God’s created order. It was Christ 

                     that all power is given to him on earth and in heaven.

Conclusion

1. So why stand against deceptive philosophy? Because Christ is God. 

2. So which fellow Christians that you know have questions that need 
your attention concerning an issue? And have you made any effort to sit down 

and explain to clear their doubt?

              3.     How about those unbelievers who we know that have doubts on this issue?

             4.     We should be ready and stand firmly in our faith when we have the opportunity 
                      to share our thought in regards to the issue on deceptive philosophy. 

