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Are You Eager for Change?

Acts 9:36–11:18

Topic:
Change

Subject:
We must we eagerly embrace change

Complement:
when God himself is initiating it

Purpose:
The listeners will commit to willingly embrace any change at CIC that will more effectively advance the gospel—esp. moving our service location to YMCA.

Introduction

1. Interest: Change is all around us.

a) Erwin Rafael McManus, pastor of the contemporary church called Mosaic in LA, points out in his book, An Unstoppable Force, that in OT times, Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob—three generations—all wore the same clothes, ate the same food, read the same scrolls, and watched the same entertainment [pages 63-64].  How different it is today? I’m on facebook, but I still have little idea about Twitter!

b) Singapore is certainly a place that embraces change.  Singapore embraces change so much that it often fixes stuff that isn’t even broken—the fare card system seemed to work fine to me before EZ-Link, some intersections that looked fine to me before are radically changed (like Thomson & Newton or Adam & Farrer).

2. Need: It doesn’t look like we’re going to be able to stop these changes—nor should we.  The question for you and me, though is, how eagerly do you and I accept change?

a) [Show PPT Slide] One study on people’s responsiveness to change shows that people accept change in a bell curve pattern.

b) About 2% of people (innovators) eagerly create change and another 18% accept it soon after (called early adopters).  On the other end of the scale are those resistant to change: 18% will eventually accept it kicking and screaming (late adopters), whereas 2% will never change (laggards).

c) Where are you?  The majority of us lie within the middle 60% (middle adopters).

d) Yet change we must—if we are going to be relevant to the times in which we live.  And if we accept change eagerly, all the better.  

3. Subject: But why must we eagerly embrace change?  Here’s the question on our bulletin—why is it so vital that we enthusiastically accept innovation?

4. Background: Today we’ll see one of the most significant changes ever to occur in the church—when Gentiles entered the church that had been Jewish for 7 years.

a) That may not sound like a long time, but you have to consider Jewish hatred for Gentiles that had lasted for centuries.

b) Strained feelings between Gentiles and Jews in the first century can be likened in a small way to enmity between blacks and whites in America or South Africa—except even more so as Jews and Gentiles more readily killed one another.

(1) Jews knew there was one God, but Gentiles generally believed in many gods.

(2) Jews had one wife—Gentiles were far more immoral.

(3) And taboos?  Jews had many while Gentiles said, “Taboo?  What’s that?”

5. Text: Acts 9 is where we’ll start today.  Up to this point the prophecy of Jesus in Acts 1:8 had been partially fulfilled.  He promised that the gospel would spread from Jerusalem to the area of Judea and even further to Samaria.  Today we’ll see the biggest step yet as the gospel reaches the first Gentile. 

6. Preview: Today’s story is the longest account in Acts, showing its importance.  It flows naturally in three movements—the preparation, the initiation, and the results.

7. Transition: When we speak of change, the first truth we’ll see is that…

I.
God always prepares his people for change.

   
[The Lord doesn’t just fling us into the water and say, “Sink or swim!”  He gently guides us in preparation for new ways of doing things.]

A. God prepared the Jewish church to include Gentiles.  This is taught from Acts 9:36 to 10:16.  Rather than me read this I thought you might enjoy seeing it in the NIV Visual Bible… (Play DVD of 9:36—10:16 on counter 131-171)

God prepared the Jews in three waves: Peter, Cornelius, and then Peter again…

1. God prepared Peter in his ministry to Samaritans (half-Gentiles) and by being a guest in a tanner’s home (9:32-43).

a) I wonder how shocking it would have been for Peter if he went straight from ministry among Jews all his life to minister among the Gentiles.  God graciously allowed him to minister first to the half-breed Samaritans who had at least some continuity with Judaism.

b) By the end of this Samaritan ministry (in Acts 9:43) we find him staying in Joppa at the home of Simon the Tanner.  

(1) A tanner was always unclean due to his regular contact with unclean animal skins—so Peter was making a step towards life without prejudice.  

(2) Interesting, isn’t it?  Jonah failed to love Gentiles by going down to Joppa, but also at Joppa, Peter saw Gentiles as important. Also, Simon is a Jewish name so we have one Simon who is just beginning his step towards change staying at the home of another Simon who’s well along in this process.  No doubt Simon the Tanner was an outcast among the Jewish community of Joppa, but Peter still associated with him.

(3) Peter could have resisted this step towards life without prejudice like Jonah did in this exact city almost 800 years earlier—but Peter passed the test.

2. God also prepared Cornelius through a vision to send for the gospel messenger Peter (10:1-8).

a) Cornelius had helped the Jews in his town much and was praying at 3 PM, which was the Jewish hour of prayer—so he too was being prepared by God to accept the One who was considered “the Messiah of the Jews.”

b) Perhaps if Peter arrived at the door unannounced then Cornelius would have rejected what he had to say.  So God gave him a vision to prepare him for the message from Peter.

3. God further prepared Peter through a vision of being commanded to eat unclean food (10:9-16).

a) Verse 12 says that the sheet “contained all kinds of four-footed animals, as well as reptiles of the earth and birds of the air.”  Leviticus 11 prohibited these foods shown to Peter—camel, bacon, ham, snake, eagle, vulture, raven, certain kites and owls, the gull, any kind of hawk, the stork, any kind of heron, and the bat.  

b) But, amazingly, God said that these were now allowed!  Verse 15 is a negative present imperative, meaning, “What God cleansed, stop considering unholy!”
(Peter’s response—“No, Lord!”—was a contradiction!  Do we also have this negative attitude towards change?)
B. God is preparing CIC for change today too.

1. Lately he has brought more and more nationalities to CIC—we’re no longer 70% American but now 44%.  Our 9 nations from a few months ago is now 13.  We may be the most international church in Singapore with only 10% Singaporeans.

2. Another way I see God preparing CIC for change is that recently many folks have come out of the woodwork—we have people to lead the home group ministry now, initiated by God Himself.  Others are helping with refreshments, and organizing the greeters and ushers.  The WT now consistently has drums, bass, guitars, etc.

 
(So why must we eagerly embrace change?  First, because God prepares us for change.  He’s working behind the scenes to set everything up.  But not only does he do the prep work…)

II.
God initiates the change himself.

    [He’s right here helping us to implement his plan in partnership with him.]

A. God involved Peter in Cornelius’s conversion to confirm to the Jewish church that God was doing a new thing (Play DVD on 10:17-44).

1. Availability: Jews hated Caesarea but Romans saw it as a showcase for Roman culture—yet we still see Peter willing to travel to this despised city.

2. Evangelism: Peter traveled to Caesarea by God’s command to share the gospel with Cornelius and his whole household (10:17-43).

a) Evangelizing Gentles wasn’t Peter’s idea.  It was a change God was initiating!

b) So Peter declared to the household of Cornelius in 10:34–35, “I most certainly understand now that God is not one to show partiality, but in every nation the man who fears Him and does what is right, is welcome to Him.”  We see all this was God’s work—not man’s.  

c) God had transformed Peter’s thinking from prejudice to seeing God do a new work.  The conclusion Peter arrives at is that “He is Lord of all” (Acts 10:36).
(So what happens to the large receptive audience gathered by Cornelius in 10:27?)

3. Reception: God gave his Spirit to every person present who heard the gospel showing that they had believed (10:44).

a) One thing that surprised me in studying this was to find out that the text doesn’t even note that they believed.

b) The fact that the text doesn’t even say they believed underscores how God is initiating this incredible change of Gentile conversion.

B. God is initiating many changes at CIC that we have little to do with.

1. We are located in Singapore—a place that thrives on change.  God himself decided to bring each person here to Singapore!

2. We got pushed into the internet age.  Even if we didn’t want to have a web site, with so many people wanting to look us up on the web, we had to get with the program.

3. I also don’t think we had anything to do with God bringing many nations here.

(So we’ve seen so far that God prepares His people for change, then even initiates the change himself.  So what should we do in response?)

III.
 We must embrace God’s new plans.


[Let’s get excited that He is bringing us into new directions and follow Him!]

A. The Jerusalem church had to accept Gentile conversion because this change was from God (Play DVD of 10:45—11:18).  I see four reactions here…

1. Astonishment: The Jewish believers who witnessed the Gentile reception of the Spirit were amazed (10:45-46). 

2. Acceptance: Peter gladly received this new work of God by initiating the first Gentile baptisms (10:47-48).

3. Accusation: Some Jewish believers criticized Peter for associating with Gentiles (11:1-3).

4. Approval: The Jerusalem church accepted Peter’s account of the Gentile conversions as a change initiated by God himself (11:4-18).

B. We must eagerly embrace changes at CIC because God himself is initiating them.

1. My own mission had to learn this.  CBI embraced some key changes:

a) Over twelve years we have replaced the entire leadership of the mission except for our treasurer.  We even brought on the first black into leadership—a woman too—which was big move for a mission led by white males for nearly 60 years.

b) Our mission handbook of policies became so thick no one read it anymore—it was like the 613 laws of the Pharisees guiding every aspect of ministry.  So, in a bold move, we threw out the policy book and replaced the whole thing with six general principles.

c) We changed the name of the mission from the endearing yet outdated name of CBFMS to CBI.

(1) CBFMS was a good name in 1943 as it identified us as parallel to the ABFMS but more conservative.  But now…

(2) CBInternational became a much better name because it didn’t immediately tag us as missionary agency.

(3) In 2005 we changed our name again—to WorldVenture.

2. Now I want to share with you another exciting update on our new location search.

a) We have been considering SBC and YMCA.

b) This week Susan, Craig & I visited the Metropolitan Y on Stephens Road [narrate picture slides].

c)  Both Salvation Army and YMCA have advantages [narrate chart].

 
(But I think this passage can be summed up like this…)

Conclusion

1. We must eagerly embrace change because God himself is initiating it (MI).

a) Sometimes we don’t embrace change because we’re too comfortable—like the pastor who told his people, “I’ve stopped expecting you to make leaps of faith,
but it would be nice to see a hop now and then.” 

b) Other times we are stuck in tradition—like when the whole church watched with nervous anticipation as the visitors sat where the Martins have sat for 42 years.

2. Here’s the key question I think we need to ask ourselves just like the church of Jerusalem had to do: Are we willing to embrace any change at Crossroads that will more effectively advance the gospel?

3. Here’s some specific ideas of areas to consider for change:

a) Seriously consider the YMCA option for what is best for the church even if it is less convenient for you personally.

(1) We will have a Q & A about this after the service.

(2) Invite your friends to CIC.

b) The world is sharing information—so should we!

(1) I’d love to see us develop our website.  If someone has the know-how, I’d like to see us make it more up-to-date with testimonies, current events, etc.  

(2) The best information we can share, though, is the gospel.  I’m excited to see how CIC will expand our outreach through home groups restarting.  We decided to double Enriko’s $300 honorarium to take on leading home groups.

c) At any rate, I’m encouraged to see us making many bold changes.  These will help us to be as relevant in the 21st century as we have been in the 20th.

d) God wants us to fulfill our vision to love Him, love the church, and love the nations.

e) Prayer
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25 Oct 2009
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	Storeroom
	Hotel Ambiance

	Drums & Keyboard
	Drinking in Service

	
	3 Bus Stops to Orchard

	
	Saves $200 Weekly


Your Name? ________________________________________
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Are You Eager for Change?

Acts 9:32—11:18

Topic:
Change

Subject:
We must we eagerly embrace change

Complement:
when God himself is initiating it

Purpose:
The listeners will commit themselves to willingly embrace any change in IBC that will more effectively advance the gospel.

Introduction

1. Interest: Change is all around us.

a) Allow me to read from Erwin Rafael McManus, pastor of a contemporary church in LA, in his book called An Unstoppable Force… [pages 63-64]

b) Singapore is certainly a place that embraces change.  Singapore embraces change so much that it often fixes stuff that isn’t even broken—the fare card system seemed to work fine to me before the difficulties of EZ-Link, some intersections that looked fine to me before are radically changed (like Thomson & Newton or Adam & Farrer).

2. Need: It doesn’t look like we’re going to be able to stop these changes—nor should we.  The question for you and me, though is, how eagerly do you and I accept change?

a) [Show PPT Slide] One study on people’s responsiveness to change shows that people accept change in a bell curve pattern.

b) About 2% of people eagerly create change and another 18% accept it soon after.  On the other end of the scale are those resistant to change: 18% will eventually accept it kicking and screaming, whereas 2% will never change.

c) Where are you?  The great majority of us lie within the middle area of 60%.

d) Yet change we must—if we are going to be relevant to the times in which we live.  And if we accept change eagerly, all the better.  

3. Subject: But why must we eagerly embrace change?  Here’s the question we will address this morning—why is it so vital that we enthusiastically accept innovation?

4. Background: Today we’re going to look into one of the most significant changes ever to occur in the church—when Gentiles entered the church which had been Jewish for seven years.

a) That may not sound like a long time, but you have to consider Jewish hatred for Gentiles that had lasted for centuries.

b) Strained feelings between Gentiles and Jews in the first century can be likened in a small way to enmity between blacks and whites in America or South Africa—except even more so as Jews and Gentiles more readily killed one another.

(1) Jews saw only the laws of Moses—Gentiles thought broadly as different societies had different laws.

(2) Jews knew there was one God, but Gentiles generally believed in many gods.

(3) Jews had one wife—Gentiles were far more immoral.

(4) But taboos?  Jews had many while Gentiles said, “Taboo?  What’s that?”

5. Text: Acts 9 is where we’ll start today.  Up to this point the prophecy of Jesus in Acts 1:8 had been partially fulfilled.  He promised that the gospel would spread from Jerusalem to the area of Judea and even further to Samaria.  Today we’ll see the biggest step yet as the gospel reaches the first Gentile. 

6. Preview: Today’s story is the longest account in Acts, showing its importance.  It flows naturally in three movements—the preparation, the initiation, and the results.

7. Transition: When we speak of change, the first truth we’ll see is that…

I.
God always prepares his people for change.

   
[The Lord doesn’t just fling us into the water and say, “Sink or swim!”  He gently guides us in preparation for new ways of doing things.]

A. God prepared the Jewish church to include Gentiles.  This is taught from Acts 9:32 to 10:16.  Rather than me read this I thought you might enjoy seeing it in the NIV Visual Bible… (Play DVD of 9:32—10:16 on counter 131-171)

God prepared the Jews on three fronts: Peter, Cornelius, and then Peter again…

1. God prepared Peter through his ministry to Samaritans (half-Gentiles) and being a guest in a tanner’s home (9:32-43).

a) I wonder how shocking it would have been for Peter if he went straight from ministry among Jews all his life to minister among the Gentiles.  God graciously allowed him to minister first to the half-breed Samaritans who had at least some continuity with Judaism.

b) By the end of this Samaritan ministry (in Acts 9:43) we find him staying in Joppa at the home of Simon the Tanner.  

(1) A tanner was always unclean due to his regular contact with unclean animal skins—so Peter was making a step towards life without prejudice.  

(2) Interesting, isn’t it?  Simon is a Jewish name so we have one Simon who is just beginning his step towards change staying at the home of another Simon who’s well along in this process.  No doubt Simon was an outcast among the Jewish community of Joppa, but Peter still associated with him.

(3) Peter could have resisted this step towards life without prejudice like Jonah did in this exact city almost 800 years earlier—but Peter passed the test.

2. God also prepared Cornelius through a vision to send for the gospel messenger Peter (10:1-8).

a) Cornelius had helped the Jews in his town much and was praying at 3 PM, which was the Jewish hour of prayer—so he too was being prepared by God to accept the One who was considered “the Messiah of the Jews.”

b) Perhaps if Peter arrived at the door unannounced then Cornelius would have rejected what he had to say.  So God gave him a vision to prepare him for the message from Peter.

3. God further prepared Peter through a vision of being commanded to eat unclean food (10:9-16).

a) Verse 12 says that the sheet “contained all kinds of four-footed animals, as well as reptiles of the earth and birds of the air.”  Leviticus 11 prohibited all these foods shown to Peter—camel, bacon, ham, snakes, and the eagle, vulture, raven, certain kites and owls, the gull, any kind of hawk, the stork, any kind of heron, and the bat.  

b) But, amazingly, God told him that these were now allowed!  Verse 15 is a negative present imperative, meaning, “What God cleansed, stop considering unholy!”
 (Peter’s response—“No, Lord!”—was a contradiction!  Do we also have this negative attitude towards change?)
B. God is preparing IBC for change today too.

1. We’re over 40 years old now.  Experience shows that the larger the ship, the harder to turn.  So it is with institutions—the larger and more established, the more difficult it is to initiate change.

2. But change can happen even in older ministries. CBI (my mission) was established in 1943, so we recently hit 50 years old.  

a) That stiffness due to age started to set in too.  We were retiring more missionaries than we were recruiting.  

b) Seeing all this forced us into having to think through some pretty radical changes.

3. One of the ways I see God preparing IBC for change is that the past year many folks have come out of the woodwork—we have new blood in many ministries, initiated by God Himself.

 
(So why must we eagerly embrace change?  Partly because God prepares us for change.  He’s working behind the scenes to set everything up.  But not only does he do the prep work…)

II.
God initiates the change himself.

    [He’s right here helping us to implement his plan in partnership with him.]

A. God involved Peter in Cornelius’s conversion to confirm to the Jewish church that God was doing a new thing (Play DVD on 10:17-44).

1. Availability: Jews hated Caesarea but Romans saw it as a showcase for Roman culture—yet we still see Peter willing to travel to this despised city.

2. Evangelism: Peter traveled to Caesarea by God’s command to share the gospel with Cornelius and his whole household (10:17-43).

a) Evangelizing Gentles wasn’t Peter’s idea.  It was a change that God was initiating!

b) This all fits into Luke’s intent to emphasize God’s sovereign workings.

c) One of the most important verses in this section is where Peter declared to the household of Cornelius in 10:34–35, “I most certainly understand now that God is not one to show partiality, but in every nation the man who fears Him and does what is right, is welcome to Him.”  Here we see that all this was God’s work—not man’s.  

d) God had transformed Peter’s thinking from prejudice to seeing God do a new work.  The conclusion Peter arrives at is that “He is Lord of all” (Acts 10:36).
(So what happens to the large receptive audience gathered by Cornelius in 10:27?)

3. Reception: God gave his Spirit to every person present who heard the gospel showing that they had believed (10:44).

a) One thing that surprised me in studying this was to find out that the text doesn’t even note that they believed.

b) The fact that the text doesn’t even say they believed underscores how God is initiating this incredible change of Gentile conversion.

B. God is initiating many changes at IBC that we have little to do with.

1. We are located in Singapore—a place that thrives on change.  IBC didn't decide to have the new Circle Line MRT station placed outside our front door, but God did—using the MRT planners!

2. We literally got pushed into the internet age.  Even if we didn’t want to have a web site, with so many people wanting to look us up on the web, we had to get with the program.

3. I also don’t think we had anything to do with God providing Dr Luis Pantoja (correct pronunciation).  He’s God’s gift to us for this year.

(So we’ve seen so far that God prepares His people for change, then even initiates the change himself.  So what should we do in response?)

III.
 We must embrace God’s new plans.


[Let’s get excited that He is bringing us into new directions and follow Him!]

A. The Jerusalem church had to accept Gentile conversion because this change was from God (Play DVD of 10:45—11:18).  I see four reactions here…

1. Astonishment: The Jewish believers who witnessed the Gentile reception of the Spirit were astonished (10:45-46). 

2. Acceptance: Peter gladly received this new work of God to the extent that he initiated the first Gentile baptisms (10:47-48).

3. Accusation: Some Jerusalem Jewish believers criticized Peter for associating with Gentiles (11:1-3).

a) Here in Acts 11 shocked believers in Jerusalem seek an explanation for the events of Acts 10.

b) My California church wasn’t prepared for the new thing God did in 1980 by raising up one of its own members for missions.  They accused this young man called into missions of not caring for the needs of the local body.

4. Approval: The Jerusalem church accepted Peter’s account of the Gentile conversions as a change initiated by God himself (11:4-18).

B. We must eagerly embrace changes at IBC because God himself is initiating them.

1. My own mission had to learn this.  CBI has also embraced some key changes:

a) In the past twelve years we have replaced the entire leadership of the mission except for our treasurer.  We even brought on the first black into leadership—a woman too—which was big move for a mission led by white males for nearly 60 years.

b) Our mission handbook of policies became so thick no one read it anymore—it was like the 613 laws of the Pharisees guiding every aspect of ministry.  So, in a bold move, we threw out the policy book and replaced the whole thing with six general principles.

c) We changed the name of the mission from the endearing yet outdated name of CBFMS to CBI.

(1) CBFMS was a good name in 1943 as it identified us as parallel to the ABFMS but more conservative.  But now…

(2) CBInternational is a much better name because it doesn’t immediately tag us as missionary agency.

(3) Just this week we changed our name again.  Beginning May 1 my mission will be called World Venture.

2. So what changes do we need to prepare for with Dr Pantoja arriving in two weeks?  I don’t know as my gift is teaching—not prophecy!

 
(But I think this passage can be summed up like this…)

Conclusion

1. We must eagerly embrace change because God himself is initiating it (MI).

2. Here’s the key question I think we need to ask ourselves just like the church of Jerusalem had to do: Are we willing to embrace any change in IBC life that will more effectively advance the gospel?

3. Here’s some suggestions of areas to consider for change:

a) Let Dr Pantoja lead us.  We desperately need a shepherd and sheep are supposed to follow the shepherd.

(1) I realize that Dr Luis received a 92% vote.  That’s a great vote for change!

(2) But 29 of us didn't support this decision.  May I ask the 29 of you also to pray with, pray for, and support this direction for change?

b) The world is sharing information—so should we!

(1) I’d love to see us develop our website.  If someone has the know-how, I’d be glad to put all my courses on our site.  We could add many resources helpful to us all.

(2) The best information we can share, though, is the gospel.  I’m excited to see how IBC will expand our outreach throughout this region.

c) At any rate, I’m encouraged to see us making many bold changes.  These will help us to be as relevant in the 21st century as we have been in the 20th.

SBC Faculty Retreat
Dr. Rick Griffith

12 July 2002
Single Message

NIV
30 Minutes

Crisis & Change: Are You Eager for Change?

Acts 9:32—11:18

Topic:
Change

Subject:
We must we eagerly embrace change

Complement:
when God himself is initiating it

Purpose:
The listeners will commit themselves to willingly embrace any change in SBC life that will more effectively advance the gospel.

Introduction

1. Interest: Change is all around us.

a) Allow me to read from Erwin Rafael McManus, pastor of a contemporary church in LA, in his book called An Unstoppable Force… [pages 63-64]

b) Singapore is certainly a place that embraces change.  Singapore embraces change so much that it often fixes stuff that isn’t even broken—the fare card system seemed to work fine to me before the difficulties of EZ-Link, some intersections that looked fine to me before are radically changed (like Thomson & Newton or Adam & Farrer).

2. Need: It doesn’t look like we’re going to be able to stop these changes—nor should we.  The question for you and me, though is, how eagerly do you and I accept change?

a) [Show PPT Slide] One study on people’s responsiveness to change shows that people accept change in a bell curve pattern.

b) About 2% of people eagerly create change and another 18% accept it soon after.  On the other end of the scale are those resistant to change: 18% will eventually accept it kicking and screaming, whereas 2% will never change.

c) Where are you?  The great majority of us lie within the middle area of 60%.

d) Yet change we must—if we are going to be relevant to the times in which we live.  And if we accept change eagerly, all the better.  

3. Subject: But why must we eagerly embrace change?  Here’s the question we will address this morning—why is it so vital that we enthusiastically accept innovation?

4. Background: Today we’re going to look into one of the most significant changes ever to occur in the church—when Gentiles entered the church which had been Jewish for seven years.

a) That may not sound like a long time, but you have to consider Jewish hatred for Gentiles that had lasted for centuries.

b) Strained feelings between Gentiles and Jews in the first century can be likened in a small way to enmity between blacks and whites in America or South Africa—except even more so as Jews and Gentiles more readily killed one another.

(1) Jews saw only the laws of Moses—Gentiles thought broadly as different societies had different laws.

(2) Jews knew there exists but one God, whereas Gentiles generally believed in many gods.

(3) Jews had one wife—Gentiles were far more immoral.

(4) But taboos?  Jews had many while Gentiles said, “Taboo?  What’s that?”

5. Text: Acts 9 is where we’ll start today.  Up to this point the prophecy of Jesus in Acts 1:8 had been partially fulfilled.  He promised that the gospel would spread from Jerusalem to the area of Judea and even further to Samaria.  Today we’ll see the biggest step yet as the gospel reaches the first Gentile. 

6. Preview: Today’s story is the longest account in Acts, showing its importance.  It flows naturally in three movements—the preparation, the initiation, and the results.

7. Transition: When we speak of change, the first truth we’ll see is that…

I.
God always prepares his people for change.

   [The Lord doesn’t just fling us into the water and say, “Sink or swim!”  He gently guides us in preparation for new ways of doing things.]

A. God prepared the Jewish church to include Gentiles.  This is taught from Acts 9:32 to 10:16.  Rather than me read this I thought you might enjoy seeing it in the NIV Visual Bible… (Play DVD of 9:32—10:16 on counter 131-171)

1. God prepared Peter through his ministry to Samaritans (half-Gentiles) and being a guest in a tanner’s home (9:32-43).

a) In fact, in this section God worked on three fronts to prepare Peter, then the Gentile Cornelius, and finally with further work with Peter.

b) I wonder how shocking it would have been for Peter if he went straight from ministry among Jews all his life to minister among the Gentiles.  God graciously allowed him to minister first to the half-breed Samaritans who had at least some continuity with Judaism.

c) By the end of this Samaritan ministry (in Acts 9:43) we find him staying in Joppa at the home of Simon the Tanner.  

(1) A tanner is one who is continually unclean due to his regular contact with unclean animal skins—so Peter was making a step towards life without prejudice.  

(2) Interesting, isn’t it?  Simon is a Jewish name so we have one Simon who is just beginning his step towards change staying at the home of another Simon who’s well along in this process.  No doubt Simon was an outcast among the Jewish community of Joppa, but Peter still associated with him.

(3) Peter could have resisted this step towards life without prejudice just as Jonah did in this exact city almost 800 years earlier—but Peter passed the test.

2. God also prepared Cornelius through a vision to send for the gospel messenger Peter (10:1-8).

a) Cornelius had helped the Jews in his town much and was praying at 3 PM, which was the Jewish hour of prayer—so he too was being prepared by God to accept the One who was considered “the Messiah of the Jews.”

b) Perhaps if Peter arrived at the door unannounced then Cornelius would have rejected what he had to say.  So God gave him a vision to prepare him for the message from Peter.

3. God further prepared Peter through a vision of being commanded to eat unclean food (10:9-16).

a) Verse 12 says that the sheet “contained all kinds of four-footed animals, as well as reptiles of the earth and birds of the air.”  Leviticus 11 prohibited all these foods shown to Peter—camel, bacon, ham, snakes, and the eagle, vulture, raven, certain kites and owls, the gull, any kind of hawk, the stork, any kind of heron, and the bat.  

b) But, amazingly, God told him that these were now allowed!  Verse 15 is a negative present imperative, meaning, “What God cleansed, stop considering unholy!”
(Peter’s response—“No, Lord!”—was a contradiction!  Do we also have this negative attitude towards change?)
B. God is preparing SBC for change today too.

1. We’re 50 years old now.  Experience shows that the larger the ship, the harder to turn.  So it is with institutions—the larger and more established, the more difficult it is to initiate change.

2. But change can happen even in older ministries. CBI (my mission) was established in 1943, so a few years back it hit 50 years old.  

a) That stiffness due to age started to set in too.  We were retiring more missionaries than we were recruiting.  

b) Seeing all this forced us into having to think through some pretty radical changes.

 (So why must we eagerly embrace change?  Partly because God prepares us for change.  He’s working behind the scenes to set everything up.  But not only does he do the prep work…)

II.
God initiates the change himself.

    [He’s right here helping us to implement his plan in partnership with him.]

A. God involved Peter in Cornelius’s conversion to confirm to the Jewish church that God was doing a new thing (Play DVD on 10:17-44).

1. Availability: Jews hated Caesarea but Romans saw it as a showcase for Roman culture—yet we still see Peter willing to travel to this despised city.

2. Evangelism: Peter traveled to Caesarea by God’s command to share the gospel with Cornelius and his whole household (10:17-43).

a) Evangelizing Gentles wasn’t Peter’s idea.  It was a change that God was initiating!

b) This all fits into Luke’s intent to emphasize God’s sovereign workings.

c) One of the most important verses in this section is where Peter declared to the household of Cornelius in 10:34–35, “I most certainly understand now that God is not one to show partiality, but in every nation the man who fears Him and does what is right, is welcome to Him.”  Here we see that all this was God’s work—not man’s.  

d) God had transformed Peter’s thinking from prejudice to seeing God do a new work.  The conclusion Peter arrives at is that “He is Lord of all” (Acts 10:36).
(So what happens to the large receptive audience gathered by Cornelius in 10:27?)

3. Reception: God gave his Spirit to every person present who heard the gospel showing that they had believed (10:44).

a) One thing that surprised me in studying this was to find out that the text doesn’t even note that they believed.

b) The fact that the text doesn’t even say they believed underscores how God is initiating this incredible change of Gentile conversion.

B. God is initiating many changes at SBC that we have little to do with.

1. We are located in Singapore—a place that thrives on change.

2. We literally got pushed into the internet age.  Even if we didn’t want to have a web site, with so many people wanting to look us up on the web, we had to get with the program.

3. Is God really initiating all the changes we see—the rise of Satanic TV shows that show beautiful witches instead of those on brooms, the rise in pornography, rape, divorce, etc.?  No, I’m not saying God causes this.  I’m only saying that God wants to use even this in our lives.

(So we’ve seen so far that God prepares His people for change, then even initiates the change himself.  So what should we do in response?)

III.
 We must embrace God’s new plans.

[Let’s get excited that He is bringing us into new directions and follow Him!]

A. The Jerusalem church had to accept Gentile conversion because this change was from God (Play DVD of 10:45—11:18).  I see four reactions here…

1. Astonishment: The Jewish believers who witnessed the Gentile reception of the Spirit were astonished (10:45-46). 

2. Acceptance: Peter gladly received this new work of God to the extent that he initiated the first Gentile baptisms (10:47-48).

3. Accusation: Some Jerusalem Jewish believers criticized Peter for associating with Gentiles (11:1-3).

a) Here in Acts 11 shocked believers in Jerusalem seek an explanation for the events of Acts 10.

b) FCC wasn’t prepared for the new thing God did in 1980 by raising up one of its own members for missions.  They accused this young man called into missions of not caring for the needs of the local body.

4. Approval: The Jerusalem church accepted Peter’s account of the Gentile conversions as a change initiated by God himself (11:4-18).

B. We must eagerly embrace changes at SBC because God himself is initiating them.

1. SBC has made significant changes in the past 10 years.  I’m excited to SBC make major changes associated with Block 7.

2. CBI has also made some key changes:

a) In the past nine years we have replaced the entire leadership of the mission except for our treasurer.  Last month we even brought on the first black into leadership—a big move for a mission led by whites for nearly 60 years.

b) Our mission handbook of policies became so thick no one read it anymore—it was like the 613 laws of the Pharisees guiding every aspect of ministry to make sure financial policies and the like were “fair” to all.  So, in a bold move, we threw out the policy book and replaced the whole thing with six general principles.

c) We changed the name of the mission from the endearing yet outdated name of CBFMS to CBI.

(1) CBFMS was a good name in 1943 as it identified us as parallel to the ABFMS but more conservative.  But now…

(a) Conservative means stiff.

(b) Baptist describes only our theology since you can be a member of the mission without belonging to a Baptist church.

(c) Foreign has negative connotations.

(d) Mission is a sensitive term for Muslim ministries.

(e) Society is outdated and no-one knows what it means anymore.

(2) CBInternational is a much better name because it doesn’t immediately tag us as missionary agency.

3. Mosaic is the new name for the Church on Brady in Los Angeles.  This body ministers to the Hollywood community which is largely unfamiliar with traditional church nomenclature.  Here are some of the Mosaic guiding principles:

a) Relevance is not an option.

b) So the church has changed the terms.  They call discipleship “earth,” prayer “wind,” worship is “fire,” and fellowship is “water.”  Service is called “wood” too.  These terms may not be effective in Asia due to their Buddhist overtones, but to a second generation Asian community, they communicate.

(So I think this passage can be summed up in the following manner…)

Conclusion

1. We must eagerly embrace change because God himself is initiating it (MI).

2. We should be excited about doing things differently because the Lord has his own hand in these new paradigms (MI restated).

3. Here’s the key question I think we need to ask ourselves just like the church of Jerusalem had to do: Are we willing to embrace any change in SBC life that will more effectively advance the gospel?

4. Here’s some suggestions of areas to consider for change:

a) Accept new prayer paradigms (Elton Gillam).

b) Realize students are getting older and more mature.

(1) We have made changes to assure that we treat students like adults.

(2) GDCS is an effective means to meet the need for accredited evening school training of professionals.

c) The world is sharing information—so should we!

(1) Teach visually—learn how to use PowerPoint.

(2) Let your class notes be copied freely.

d) Embrace technology

(1) Traditional campus-based education has a shaky future.

(2) Internet courses must be in our plans.

e) Since traditional language is often offensive, we might consider changing our name.  We all know that the world “Bible” in the centre of the SBC name is a hindrance to those heading for Muslim and China ministries.  

(1) Some of you may know that we lost one student in 1996 primarily because of our name.  Our first student from Mongolia was not Puje but Sarnai, who came here for training to reach Mongolians in Inner Mongolia.  But WBT was concerned that the SBC name would be a hindrance to getting her into China, so she was sent to Northwestern University, a Christian college in the US that has a non-offensive name.  Unfortunately, while there she met and married an American and has not fulfilled her original vision.

(2) Other schools have successfully made this switch.  Columbia Bible College had a name as offensive as SBC and now uses Columbia International University.  TEDS made a move in the right direction but ended up with the name Trinity International University, which keeps continuity with the old name but still uses the word “Trinity,” which is one of the most offensive doctrines to Muslims.

(3) What about SBC?  We have made some moves in the right direction by calling changing “missions” to “inter-cultural ministry” (though even the word “ministry” has Christian overtones), but have we really looked at the implications of the name “SBC”?

(4) Here’s a thought—why not still keep the SBC acronym but change the name to Singapore Bi-vocational College or Singapore Bilingual College or something similar?

f) At any rate, I’m encouraged to see us making many bold changes.  These will help us to be as relevant in the 21st century as we have been in the 20th.

Preliminary Questions

Verses
Questions
Context:
What did the author record just prior to this passage?

1. The persecutor of the church, Saul, came to faith and was initially rejected by the Jerusalem church (9:1-42)

Purpose:
Why is this passage in the Bible?

1. It shows that the church had to embrace God’s design for Gentiles entering into the church which was 100% Jewish at that time.

Background:
What historical context helps us understand this passage?

1. Jew-Gentile differences

2. Chronology

Questions

1. Why did God use the sheet vision to prepare Peter for Gentile entrance?  Why not just teach him?

2. What would have happened to Christianity if it had never reached beyond its initial Jewish roots to the Gentiles?

3. Is God initiating all of the changes that we see around us?

4. Does Peter say all sincere pagans are righteous in God’s sight?  Archer writes…

Additionally, consider Peter's statement in the living room of Cornelius: "I now realize how true it is that God does not show favoritism but accepts men from every nation who fear Him and do what is right" (Acts 10:34-35). This declaration is not intended to teach that there are right-minded heathen who are saved by their good works or fine character. It simply indicates Peter's awareness that God has accepted the heathen, equally with the Jews, as candidates for salvation, as they hear and respond to the gospel. Otherwise Peter could have terminated his remarks right at that point and walked out of the room, leaving them all to bask in their new understanding of the blessing of being already saved. On the contrary, Peter proceeded to preach to them about Jesus of Nazareth, His life of love and miracle-working power, and His atoning death and glorious resurrection (vv. 36-41).

  Peter closed by giving an urgent missionary appeal to his heathen audience, that they should repent of their sins and put their trust in Jesus as their Savior. Here, then, we see Peter using once again the "keys of kingdom of heaven" (Matt. 16:19) and opening the gateway of salvation to the lost, even as he had done at Pentecost in Acts 2. And by the grace of God, this is what we shall do, if we sincerely believe what the Bible so clearly teaches, that all men are lost without Christ and that no one has access to Christ except by hearing of Him and believing His words (Archer, Encyclopedia of Bible Difficulties on Rom. 2:12)

5. Who were the Jews in 11:1-3 that objected to Gentile inclusion?

a) J. Julius Scott, Jr.  “Parties In The Church Of Jerusalem As Seen In The Book Of Acts” JETS 18:4 (Fall 1975) 217-227.  From the Department Of Philosophy And Religion Western Kentucky University (Bowling Green, Kentucky) notes that the Jerusalem church had the following development.

(1) At first when the church came into being the different parties were not distinguished in their evangelistic fervor.

(2) Then in Acts 6 the Hellenists and the Hebraic Jews became distinguished over the food distribution.

(3) In Acts 8 the persecution associated with Stephen’s martyrdom dispersed the Hellenists.

(4) However, the Hebraic Jews who were left still had two sub-groups, the Pharisaic one being initially opposed to the acceptance of even pious but uncircumcised Gentiles into the church.  

(a) Scott writes in pp. 221-222, “The account of the conversion of Cornelius in Acts 10 and 11 demonstrates the serious reservations with which the original community viewed the admission of an uncircumcised Gentile, even an exceptionally good and pious one (n.b. 10:2, 22). It took a thrice-repeated vision, a heavenly voice, and the descent of the Holy Spirit upon Cornelius and his associates with the accompanying phenomenon of glossolalia to overcome Jewish prejudice and convince some Jerusalem Christians that ‘to the Gentiles also has God granted repentance unto life’ (Acts 11:18).”

(b) Acts 15 “exposed the existence of at least two factions within the Hebrew Christian branch of the Jerusalem Church. On the basis of Acts 15:5 we may call one ‘The Pharisaic Hebrew Christians.’  For want of a better term, we will designate the other group ‘The Moderate Hebrew Christians’” (pp. 222-223).

(i) For the Pharisaic Hebrew Christians Christianity was merely a party within Judaism.  “The Pharisaic Hebrew Christians must have looked upon the Jerusalem Council as a serious set-back if not an actual defeat.15 Nevertheless, the Council did not cause their immediate extinction. It is possible that the Pharisaic Hebrew Christians may have relented in their demands for circumcision as a condition for salvation. Instead they may have urged Gentile believers to accept the yoke of Torah as a mark of completion, maturity, and privilege within the Christian community. It is more likely that they began to ignore the Gentile Christians and concentrated instead upon insistence that Jewish-born believers remain true to ancestral practices” (Scott, 223.

(ii) The Moderate Hebrew Christians was actually the majority group that “accepted the reality of changes introduced by the dawn of the Eschaton. As a part of the new situation they seem to have acknowledged, at least theoretically, that the position of the Jewish nation as the sole channel through which God calls people to himself had come to an end” (Scott, 224).

(iii) “The Pharisaic Hebrew Christians kept Torah because of compulsion and obligation. For the Moderates these things were not to be imposed upon Gentile believers. and were observed by Jewish Christians only by choice and in freedom… Acts tells of at least two attempts to effect a compromise which would safeguard Jewish consciences and hopefully further peaceful relations between Jewish and Gentile Christians. Such efforts appear to me to be characteristic of the Moderate Hebrew Christian spirit.

(iv) The first compromise was the so-called decree of the Jerusalem Council (Acts 15:20 ff.). This request that Gentile believers adhere to the ceremonial and moral guidelines implicit in these prohibitions had the virtual effect of asking them to become “God-fearers” (although the term is not used). Acquiescence by the Gentile Christians would have enabled Jewish Christians to associate with their Gentile brethren on a basis acceptable to a broad spectrum of non-Christian Judaism. The request that Paul enter the Temple and join certain who had taken a vow (Acts 21:23 ff.) is another example of the moderate and mediating policy” (Scott, 225).

b) Scott notes in footnote 5 that “General literature on this topic includes sections in most surveys of the history of the Apostolic Age, studies of Paul, and commentaries on Acts and Galatians. Specialized studies include W. R. Sorley,Jewish Christians and Judaism (Cambridge: 1881); F.J.A. Hort, Judaistic Christianity (Cambridge: 1894); Hans Joachim Schoeps, Theologi und Geschichte des Judenchristentums (Tübingen: 1949); Urgemeinde Judenchristentum Gnosis (Tübingen: 1965); and Jewish Christianity, trans. by Douglas R. A. Hare (Philadelphia: 1969); Marcel Simon, Verus Israel (Paris: 1948): Jean Daniélou, The Theology of Jewish Christianity, trans. by John A. Baker (Chicago:1964); Jakób Jocz, The Jewish People and Jesus Christ (London: 1954); and Richard N. Longnecker, The Christology of Early Jewish Christianity (SBT, 2d. Series; London: 1970). 

c) 

The 1967-1968 topic of study for “The Philadelphia Seminar on Christian Origins” was “Jewish Christianity in the Early Centuries (apart from Paul)”. Bibliographies and papers contributed by that body have made an important contribution to research in this area.

d) 

My doctoral study, “The Church of Jerusalem, A.D. 30-100: An Investigation of the Growth of Internal Factions and the Extension of its Influence in the Larger Church” (Unpublished Ph.D. Dissertation; Manchester, England: The University of Manchester, 1969) contains an extensive bibliography on this subject.”

(1) For example, Malays look down on Chinese as not being relational, Chinese see Malays as lazy.

(2) But this is nothing in comparison to the bitter attitudes between Jews and Gentiles!

(a) The Gentiles (Romans) had infuriated the Jewish sensitivities.  Once Pilate place a pagan symbol at the temple.  When some courageous Jewish youths tore it down, Pilate had them crucified.

(b) Within 30 years of this narrative taking place, an all out war between the Roman troops would break out that would forever seal the opinion of Jews about the Gentiles.  

Tentative Subject/Complement Statements

We must be eager to change because God continually wants to do a new thing.

We must eagerly embrace changes because God himself is initiating them.

When must we eagerly embrace change?  When God’s hand is in it!

We must eagerly embrace change because God has his own hand in it.

Possible Illustrations

1. The strained feelings between Gentiles and Jews in the first century can be likened to those between Chinese and Malays.

a) Malays look down on Chinese as not being relational, Chinese see Malays as lazy.

b) But this is nothing in comparison to the bitter attitudes between Jews and Gentiles!

(1) The Gentiles (Romans) had infuriated the Jewish sensitivities by placing a pagan symbol over the temple door.  When some courageous Jewish youths tore it down, Pilate(?) had them crucified.

(2) Within 30 years of this narrative taking place, an all out war between the Roman troops would break out that would forever seal the opinion of Jews about the Gentiles.  

2. Singapore embraces change so much that it often fixes stuff that isn’t even broken.

3. Experience shows that the larger the ship, the harder to turn.  So it is with institutions—the larger and more established, the more difficult it is to initiate change.

a) CBI (my mission) was established in 1943, so a few years back it hit 50 years old.  Rigamortis started to set in too.  We were retiring more missionaries than we were recruiting.  Our mission handbook of policies became so thick no one read it anymore—it was like the 613 laws of the Pharisees guiding every aspect of ministry to make sure financial policies and the like were “fair” to all.  

b) So, in a bold move, we threw out the policy book and replaced the whole thing with six general principles.

4. Mosaic is the new name for the Church on Brady in Los Angeles.  This body ministers to the Hollywood community which is largely unfamiliar with traditional church nomenclature.  Here are some of the Mosaic guiding principles:

a) So the church has changed the terms.  They call discipleship “earth,” prayer “wind,” worship is “fire,” and fellowship is “water.”  Service is called “wood” too.  These terms may not be effective in Asia due to their Buddhist overtones, but to a second generation Asian community, they communicate.

b) Relevance is not an option.

5. FCC wasn’t prepared for the new thing God did in 1980 by raising up one of its own members for missions.

Possible Applications

1. Realize students are getting older and more mature.

a) We have cancelled rules that treat them like kids.

b) GDCS is an effective means to meet the need for accredited evening school training of professionals.

2. The world is sharing information—so should we!

a) Put courses on the internet.

b) Let your class notes be copied freely.

3. Embrace technology

a) Traditional campus-based education is dying or holding its own at best.

b) Internet courses must be in our plans.

4. Address the postmodern world.

a) Since traditional language is often offensive, we should consider changing our name.  We all know that the world “Bible” in the centre of the SBC name is a hindrance to those heading for Muslim and China ministries.  

(1) Some of you may know that we lost one student in 1996 simply because of our name.  Our first student from Mongolia was not Puje but Sarnai, who came here for training to reach Mongolians in Inner Mongolia.  But WBT was concerned that the SBC name would be a hindrance to getting her into China, so she was sent to Northwestern University, a Christian college in the US that has a non-offensive name.  Unfortunately, while there she met and married an American and has not fulfilled her original vision.

(2) Other schools have successfully made this switch.  Columbia Bible College had a name as offensive as SBC and now uses Columbia International University.  TEDS made a move in the right direction but ended up with the name Trinity International University, which keeps continuity with the old name but still uses the word “Trinity,” which is one of the most offensive doctrines to Muslims.

(3) We have made some moves in the right direction by calling changing “missions” to “inter-cultural ministry” (though even the word “ministry” has Christian overtures), but we haven’t really looked at the implications of the name “SBC.”

(4) Here’s a thought—why not still keep the SBC acronym but change the name to Singapore Bi-vocational College or Singapore Bilingual College or something similar?

Crisis & Change: Are You Eager for Change?

Acts 9:32—11:18

Exegetical Outline
Exegetical Idea: The reason the Jerusalem church had to accept Gentile conversion was because this change was prepared and initiated by God himself.

I.
Preparation: The way God prepared the Jewish church for the crisis of Gentile inclusion into the church was by initiating this change on different fronts (9:32—10:16).

A. God prepared Peter through his ministry to Samaritans (half-Gentiles) and being a guest in a tanner’s home (9:32-43).

B. God prepared Cornelius through a vision to send for the gospel messenger Peter (10:1-7).

C. God further prepared Peter through a vision of being commanded to eat unclean food (10:8-16).

II.
Initiation (Crisis/Problem): The reason God involved Peter in Cornelius’s conversion was to confirm to the Jewish church that God was doing a new thing (10:17-44).

A. Evangelism: Peter traveled to Caesarea and shared the gospel with Cornelius and his whole household (10:17-43).

B. Reception: Every person present who heard the gospel received the Spirit as evidence that they had believed (10:44).

III.
 Result (Change/Solution): The reason the Jerusalem church had to accept Gentile conversion was because this change was God’s plan (10:45—11:18).

A. Astonishment: The Jewish believers who witnessed the Gentile reception of the Spirit were astonished (10:45-46). 

B. Acceptance: Peter gladly received this new work of God to the extent that he initiated the first Gentile baptisms (10:47-48).

C. Accusation: Some Jerusalem Jewish believers criticized Peter for associating with Gentiles (11:1-3).

D. Acceptance: The Jerusalem church accepted Peter’s account of the Gentile conversions as a change initiated by God himself (11:4-18).

Homiletical Outline (Cyclical inductive form)

Introduction

1. Interest: Change is all around us.

2. Need: How eagerly do you accept change?

3. Subject: Why must we eagerly embrace change?

4. Background: This morning we’re going to look into one of the most significant changes ever to occur in the church.

5. Preview: The story flows naturally in three movements—the preparation, the initiation, and the results.

6. Text: Acts 9 is our starting point for the change we’ll see today.

I.
God always prepares his people for change.

A. God prepared the Jewish church for Gentile inclusion by working on different fronts (9:32—10:16).

1. God prepared Peter through his ministry to Samaritans (half-Gentiles) and being a guest in a tanner’s home (9:32-43).

2. God prepared Cornelius through a vision to send for the gospel messenger Peter (10:1-7).

3. God further prepared Peter through a vision of being commanded to eat unclean food (10:8-16).

B. God is preparing SBC for change today too.

1. The larger and more established an institution is, the more difficult it is to initiate change.

2. Other older institutions such as mission agencies like CBInternational are also being prepared by God for change.

II. God initiates the change himself.

A. God involved Peter in Cornelius’s conversion to confirm to the Jewish church that God was doing a new thing (10:17-44).

1. Evangelism: Peter traveled to Caesarea and shared the gospel with Cornelius and his whole household (10:17-43).

2. Reception: Every person present who heard the gospel received the Spirit as evidence that they had believed (10:44).

B. God is initiating many changes at SBC that we have little to do with.

1. We literally got pushed into the internet age.  

2. God wants to use even the moral decline of our age to motivate us toward change.

III.
 We must embrace God’s new plans.

A. The Jerusalem church had to accept Gentile conversion because this change was from God (10:45—11:18).

1. Astonishment: The Jewish believers who witnessed the Gentile reception of the Spirit were astonished (10:45-46). 

2. Acceptance: Peter gladly received this new work of God to the extent that he initiated the first Gentile baptisms (10:47-48).

3. Accusation: Some Jerusalem Jewish believers criticized Peter for associating with Gentiles (11:1-3).

4. Acceptance: The Jerusalem church accepted Peter’s account of the Gentile conversions as a change initiated by God himself (11:4-18).

B. We must eagerly embrace changes at SBC because God himself is initiating them.

1. SBC has made significant changes in the past 10 years.

2. I’m excited to see some ministries really eagerly initiating change.  

a) CBI has made some key changes:

(1) Since 1992 we have replaced the entire leadership.

(2) The thick mission handbook was replaced with six general principles.

(3) CBI changed the name of the mission from the endearing yet outdated name of CBFMS to CBI.

b) Mosaic is the new name for the Church on Brady in Los Angeles.  This body ministers to the Hollywood community which is largely unfamiliar with traditional church nomenclature.  Here are some of the Mosaic guiding principles:

(1) Relevance is not an option.

(2) The church has changed its vocabulary to communicate effectively within its culture.

Conclusion

1. We must eagerly embrace change because God himself is initiating it (MI).

2. Are we willing to embrace any change in SBC life that will more effectively advance the gospel?

Are You Eager for Change?

Acts 9:32—11:18

Introduction

1.
Fact: Change is all around us.

2.
Need: How eagerly do you accept change?

3.
Subject: Why must we eagerly embrace change?

I.
God always prepares his people for change.

A.
God prepared the Jewish church for Gentile inclusion by working on different fronts (9:32—10:16).

1.
God prepared Peter through his ministry to Samaritans (half-Gentiles) and being a guest in a tanner’s home (9:32-43).

2.
God prepared Cornelius through a vision to send for the gospel messenger Peter (10:1-7).

3.
God further prepared Peter through a vision of being commanded to eat unclean food (10:8-16).

B.
God is preparing CIC for change today too.

II.
God initiates the change himself.

A.
God involved Peter in Cornelius’s conversion to confirm to the Jewish church that God was doing a new thing (10:17-44).

1.
Evangelism: Peter traveled to Caesarea and shared the gospel with Cornelius and his whole household (10:17-43).

2.
Reception: Every person present who heard the gospel received the Spirit as evidence that they had believed (10:44).

B.
God is initiating many changes at CIC that we have little to do with.

III.
We must embrace God’s new plans.

A.
The Jerusalem church had to accept Gentile conversion because this change was from God (10:45—11:18).

1.
Astonishment: The Jewish believers who witnessed the Gentile reception of the Spirit were astonished (10:45-46). 

2.
Acceptance: Peter gladly received this new work of God to the extent that he initiated the first Gentile baptisms (10:47-48).

3.
Accusation: Some Jerusalem Jewish believers criticized Peter for associating with Gentiles (11:1-3).

4.
Acceptance: The Jerusalem church accepted Peter’s account of the Gentile conversions as a change initiated by God himself (11:4-18).

B.
We must eagerly embrace changes at CIC because God himself is initiating them.

Conclusion

1.
We must eagerly embrace change because God himself is initiating it (Main Idea).

2.
Are we willing to embrace any change in CIC that will more effectively advance the gospel?

 Are You Eager for Change?

Acts 9:32—11:18

Introduction

1.
Fact: Change is all around us.

2.
Need: How eagerly do you accept change?

3.
Subject: _________ must we eagerly embrace change?

I.
God always _______________ his people for change.

A.
God prepared the Jewish church for Gentile inclusion by working on different fronts (9:32—10:16).

1.
God prepared Peter through his ministry to Samaritans (half-Gentiles) and being a guest in a tanner’s home (9:32-43).

2.
God prepared Cornelius through a vision to send for the gospel messenger Peter (10:1-7).

3.
God further prepared Peter through a vision of being commanded to eat unclean food (10:8-16).

B.
God is preparing CIC for change today too.

II.
God _______________ the change himself.

A.
God involved Peter in Cornelius’s conversion to confirm to the Jewish church that God was doing a new thing (10:17-44).

1.
Evangelism: Peter traveled to Caesarea and shared the gospel with Cornelius and his whole household (10:17-43).

2.
Reception: Every person present who heard the gospel received the Spirit as evidence that they had believed (10:44).

B.
God is initiating many changes at CIC that we have little to do with.

III.
We must _______________ God’s new plans.

A.
The Jerusalem church had to accept Gentile conversion because this change was from God (10:45—11:18).

1.
A                            : The Jewish believers who witnessed the Gentile reception of the Spirit were astonished (10:45-46). 

2.
A                            : Peter gladly received this new work of God to the extent that he initiated the first Gentile baptisms (10:47-48).

3.
A                            : Some Jerusalem Jewish believers criticized Peter for associating with Gentiles (11:1-3).

4.
A                            : The Jerusalem church accepted Peter’s account of the Gentile conversions as a change initiated by God himself (11:4-18).
B.
We must eagerly embrace changes at CIC because God himself is initiating them.

Conclusion

1.
We must eagerly ________ change because God himself is __________ it (Main Idea).

2.
Are we willing to embrace any change in CIC that will more effectively advance the gospel?
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