Rick Griffith, PhD
Sowing Lessons (2 Cor. 9:6-15)
4

Living Water Christian Church/CIC/Gospel Darhan Church, Mongolia
Dr. Rick Griffith

16 February 1992 & 29 August 2010 & 12 September 2010
Message 2 of 2

NIV
47 Minutes

Sowing Lessons
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Topic:
Giving

Subject:
Decide to bless God, yourself, and others by generous giving

Complement:
so at least a tithe your income.

Purpose:
The listeners will be motivated to at least tithe their income.

Introduction

1. Interest: Tell your neighbor what comes to mind when I say the word “money.”

a) For some of us it reminds us of our insecurities about life.  John Wayne’s son, after his father’s death, reported of his millionaire Dad’s financial insecurity.  He noted that his Dad always carried $2000-$3000 in cash, stored in the seams or back pocket of his pants—just in case he lost all of his fortunes and had only the money on his person and “needed some money for lunch or something” (ABC New Report, Jan 1990 MONEY fear of losing).

b) Others of us are reminded of our ultimate pursuit in this life.  The Sunday school lesson was on Luke 16, that famous passage on Lazarus and the Rich Man.  Following the lesson, the teacher concluded by asking the class, “Now which would you rather be?  The rich man who ended up in Hades, or the poor man Lazarus who ended up in Paradise?”  A little boy replied, “I’d rather be the rich man in this life and Lazarus in the next!” (MONEY desire for).

c) Some think of how quickly money slips through our fingers.  One woman wrote, “My grandfather had had extensive dental work done, but was nonetheless appalled by the amount of his bill.  Discussing it with his dentist, Grandpa was told, ‘I’ve had year of expensive schooling, and when you require my services you must be prepared to pay for that schooling.’  Grandpa mused this over for a moment and then asked, ‘All by myself?’” (Reader’s Digest Nancy P. Bishop in MONEY medical expenses)
d) Many of us are classified by our age and our wealth (Mark Bailey, Kindred Spirit Spring 88 in MONEY acronyms…)

(1) Yuppies: Young Urban Professionals

(2) Puppies: Poor Urban Professionals

(3) Buppies: Black Urban Professionals

(4) Grumpies: Grown Urban Professionals

(5) Dinks: Double Income, No Kids

(6) Silks: Single Income, Lots of Kids

(7) Woofs: Well-Off Older Folks

(8) Flyers: Fun-Loving Youth En Route to Success

2. Review: Last week I shared how you can get rich with 2 examples & 3 principles.

a) You become rich when you generously give your money away!  (former MI)
b) Today I’ll follow up on what I meant by this. 

3. Subjects: We all have a lot of questions about giving.  Hopefully by the end of our time together you’ll have some answers to two commonly asked questions:

a) How much should I give?

b) What are some results of giving?

4. Preview: So today I’ll share two observations on giving:

a) First we’ll see a very crucial principle related to how much we should give.

b) Then we’ll see what are some of the benefits of giving generously.

5. Text/Transition: For God’s answers to these questions I invite you to turn with me to 2 Corinthians 9:6.  God’s answer to the first question, “How much should I give?” is stated in the form of a…

I.
Principle: You decide how much you want to get blessed (6-7a).


[God says that the extent to which He blesses our life is our choice.]

A. God blesses you according to how much you give (6).

[He rewards us in proportion to our generosity.]

1. This is a simple rule of agriculture: Plant little, harvest little; plant much, harvest much. The same applies to giving: Big investments (proportional to your income) reap big returns; small investments reap small returns.

2. In fact, giving to God is the only investment that provides a 100% return.

a) J. L. Kraft, head of Kraft Cheese Corp. gave 25% of his huge income to Christian causes.  He said, “The only investments I ever made which have paid constantly increasing dividends, is the money I have given to the Lord.” Criswell, 154
b) No one can take away your investments sent up to heaven ahead of you.

(1) The $4000 in stocks my mom purchased was worth $400 twenty years later.

(2) Men were robbed of $25,000 cash at Turf club in 1992.

(So verse 6 says that God blesses you according to how much you give.  That leads to the question, “Well, how much should you give?”  Fortunately, verse 7 provides the answer…)

B. How much you give is a personal decision—for you alone to decide (7a).

1. Some of you sure feel relieved now, don’t you?  You thought I was going to tell you to give God a specific amount!  Stop worrying, I am!
2. We all know the minimum amount God required in the OT was a tithe—10%.  

a) But let’s review Malachi 3:8-10 anyway.  Malachi is the last book of the OT and chapter 3 verse 8 should be a page or two before Matthew in your Bible.  

b) God accuses the people in verse 8… [read 8-10] and says here that for Israel to give less than 10% of its income back to Him is cheating Him.  But to give more than 10% opens the floodgates of heaven!

3. The question, though, is whether the tithing commands for Israel apply to the church.

a) Many (like Mormons) tithe today, but tithing is not taught in the NT. However, generosity is taught.  If God’s people since before Abraham’s time have been taught that tithing is the minimum amount, then a person should have a hard time convincing himself that he’s generous if he gives God less than a tithe.  All after, we give the waitress 15%!

b) So how has our CIC giving been this year?  We need $7500 monthly to meet our bills—and that without paying a pastor.  We have met that only 2 of the last 10 months this fiscal year.  Our average giving per family has been from $31 to $210 monthly––if we’re tithing then we all make an average of $310-$2000 monthly!

c) Practically speaking, we need ten who tithe to support a pastor at their same salary.  Why don’t we have a pastor yet after nearly four years?

d) Check out these names… Do you recognize any of them?  Probably not but these are the men I have corresponded with to become the first full-time pastor of CIC—strange thing, though, is that none of them wanted to do it for free!  We haven’t brought any of them on due to lack of funds, but Susan and I will be in the US for a year beginning June 2011.  We need this our transition year to pay a full-time pastor.  And it won’t happen without a lot more among us who tithe.

4. “But isn’t tithing pledging? Isn’t it presuming upon the future and presuming upon God to commit myself to a specific amount?”  W. A. Criswell, pastor of FBC Dallas for over 50 years, noted...  [Criswell’s Guidebook for Pastors, 158-159.]

5. Once again, though, the intent of this text is that you decide what to give.

a) Have you asked God if what you give now is the amount He wants you to give?

b) Check your motives though.  We should always get to give—not give to get.


(So deciding how much you want to sow is also deciding how much you want to harvest.  Paul told us in verses 6-7a that we ourselves decide how much we want to get blessed.  Now in verses 7b-15 he shares several ways in which that blessing comes.  So here we’ll see the…)

II. Benefits: Generous giving yields generous returns for you, God, and others (7b-15).


[When we sacrificially invest in God’s work this blesses us, God, and others.] 

I see four directions that blessings flow in these remaining verses in the chapter.  First…

A. God blesses you (7b-11a).


[God makes sure that the giver gets a greater blessing than the receiver does.]

1. God is pleased with you (7b).

2. God meets your every need (8a).

a) Philippians 4:19 reinforces the same truth.  After the church at Philippi had given generously to Paul, the apostle promised them, “And my God shall meet all your needs according to His glorious riches in Christ Jesus.”

b) I have noticed a wonderful correlation in my life: the times in which I have given away the highest percentage of my money are the times when I had the most left over, and those times when I withheld giving to God He withheld blessing me.

c) Notice also that verse 8 says you will have all you need—not all you want!

(But also when you’re generous God is pleased not only to meet your every need…)

3. God increases your ability to give to others (8b-11a).

a) An ambitious young man called on his pastor and promised to tithe, and so together they knelt in prayer to make the promise and to ask God’s blessings on the young man’s career.  He made about the equivalent of S$60 a week at the time, and therefore tithed S$6.  

b) But before many years his income leaped into higher brackets and he was tithing as much as S$800 a week!  He decided he had better call on the minister and see if he could somehow be released from his tithing promise—it was getting so costly.  He told the pastor, “It was no problem when I was only tithing $6 a week—but now it is up to S$800—and I simply cannot afford that.”  

c) The old pastor said: “I don’t see how you can be released from your promise.  But I tell you what we can do.  We can kneel down now and ask God to cut your income back to S$60 dollars.  Then it will make it easier for you to tithe S$6.”  Criswell, 156
d) I know from experience that this principle is true: God increases the ability to give of those who give generously.  

(So the first result of liberal giving is that God blesses you.  Beginning halfway through verse 11 we see a second blessing from generosity…) 

B. You bless others (11b-12a).

[When you meet others’ needs then they benefit.]

1. Recipients of gifts realize God alone meets their needs (11b).

a) I hope I never forget Friday, September 1, 1989.  This was one of the most significant days of my life for several reasons:

(1) On that day I got fired from a job I had as a salesman, and my employer was a deacon who went to my own church!

(2) Susan had just delivered our second son 3 weeks before.

(3) We had absolutely no money left due to six years in seminary, which had taken all of our savings.

(a) And there we were: no job, no money, new baby, no time to look for a job, and no time to work at a job as a major dissertation deadline was two weeks away.  What did we do?  We turned to the Lord and prayed.  

(b) Three days later (Monday morning) I went down to the church to work on my dissertation and to my utter shock before I left the church secretary handed me a check for $1000!  “What’s this?” I asked in unbelief.  “Someone dropped this in the offering plate for you yesterday at church,” she said.  And I praised God!

b) When people give anonymously then only God gets the credit for the gift!

(Not only does God get the credit but also gifts bless others because…)

2. The needs of others are met (12a).

a) God met our needs that Monday morning and that $1000 lasted a whole month.

b) But we still had five months to go before we could be on our missionary salary—and we had no regular income.  There was no way I even had the time to work since I was trying to write my dissertation in seven months.  How did we make it?  I don’t have time to tell you about how generous givers provided every need!

c) I’ve now had the great privilege of living on the gifts of others for 30 years.  This partnership is one of the greatest privileges of being in full-time Christian work.

(See how generosity works?  God blesses you & you bless others!  Generosity also makes…)

C. Others bless God (12b-13).

1. Notice who gets credit for gifts given by people—God does!  And He deserves it too!

2. [GIVING anonymous giving leads to church unity = John Hansen’s turkey gift to needy couple, which caused them to praise God and the church]

a) A friend of mine named John Hansen [at DTS] and his wife met another couple new to their city and in difficult financial straits.  Neither the husband nor the wife had a job yet so they had trouble paying even small financial obligations.

b) So John and his wife bought a turkey for the couple for Christmas, set it on their doorstep, rang the bell, then ran away and giggled in the bushes.

c) Months later, John and his wife were having dinner at this couple’s home.  By this time both husband and wife had jobs and were financially stable.  The couple reflected back on the difficulties God had brought them through the past months.

d) Of all the ways that God had met their needs, they shared with John and his wife how someone had left a turkey on their doorstep on Christmas morning.  

e) “Not only that,” the husband remarked, “But I even knew who did it!  We went to church the next Sunday bubbling over with gratitude and ready to thank him.  But we got there late and couldn’t find him.  Then we saw someone else and thought, ‘No, I bet it was him!’ and then we saw another.  ‘No, I’m sure it must have been her!’ We finally confessed that we didn't know who left the turkey and this caused us to love God and the whole church more!”

f) John and his wife could hardly keep themselves from tears and laughter!

(God blesses you.  You bless others.  Others bless God.  Giving what God wants also makes…)

D. Others bless you (14-15).

1. They pray for you (14a).

2. Their hearts go out to you (14b).

3. Your giving reminds them to thank God for His best gift in Christ (15).

We come into the world with nothing

and spend all our days accumulating as much as we can.

Christ came into the world with everything

and spent all His days distributing as much as He could. GIVING Christ’s example
Conclusion
1. Decide to bless God, yourself, and others by generous giving—so at least tithe (MI).

2. “Tithe?  You’re kidding!”  I hear you say, “On what I make?”

a) Don’t think you’ll be generous once you get out of your entry-level job to make more money.  If you don’t give now, you won’t when you make more money.

b) John D. Rockefeller said, “I never would have been able to tithe the first million dollars I made if I had not tithed my first salary, which was $1.50 a week.”

3. I want you to seriously consider tithing.  Do as God told people in Malachi’s day: “‘Test Me now,’ says the Lord.”  See if you can tithe and still be in need!
4. I was greatly touched by an American pastor’s testimony in this area of giving.  He was a country preacher who lived nearly 100 years ago, but the lesson is timeless.  [Read Criswell’s Guidebook for Pastors, 342-44.]

5. Test God by “risking” to tithe.  This is the only place in the Bible where God says to test him!  You can even set up an automatic giving arrangement with your bank with the details in your bulletin.

Study Questions (Step 1)

Context:
What did the author record just prior to this passage?

Purpose:
Why is this passage in the Bible?

Background:
What historical context helps us understand this passage?

Questions

Outlines (Steps 2-5)
Sowing Lessons

2 Corinthians 9:6-15

Exegetical Outline
Exegetical Idea: The benefits of generous giving are experienced in direct proportion to the amount that a believer gives to God.

I.
(6-7a) Two principles: The result of believer’s generosity will be blessing by God in relationship to the amount the giver himself has decided.

A.
(6) The result of believer’s generosity will be proportional blessing by God.

B.
(7a) The amount of a believer’s gift should be what he himself has decided.

II.
(7b-15) Several benefits: The rewards of generous, proportional giving are many, which apply both to us and others (see below).

Homiletical Exposition  (simple inductive form)

Introduce Subjects: How much should we give?  What are some of the results of giving?

I.
Principle: You decide how much you want to get blessed (6-7a).

A.
God blesses you according to how much you give (6).

B.
How much you give is a personal decision (7a).

II.
Benefits: Generous giving yields generous returns for you, God, and others (7b-15).

A.
God blesses you (7b-11a).

1.
God is pleased with you (7b).

2.
God meets your every need (8a).

3.
God increases your ability to give to others (8b-11a).
B.
You bless others (11b-12a).

1.
They realize God alone meets their needs (11b).

2.
Their needs are met (12a).

C.
Others bless God (12b-13).

D.
Others bless you (14-15).

1.
They pray for you (14a).

2.
Their hearts go out to you (14b).

3.
Your giving reminds them to thank God for His best gift in Christ (15).

Main Idea: Decide to bless God, yourself, and others by generous giving—so at least tithe.

Exegetical Outline (Steps 2-3)
Exegetical Idea (CPT): 

I.


II.


III.


Purpose or Desired Listener Response (Step 4)
The listeners will

Sermon Outline (Cyclical inductive form)—Steps 5-6

Subject: 

Introduction

1. Interest: 

2. Need: 

3. Subject or CPS: 

4. Background: 

5. Text: 

6. Preview: 

7. Transition: 

I.


II.


III.


Conclusion

1.  (MI/CPS).

2. Main Points

3. Exhortation/Application

Discussion Questions:

Tentative Theme/Thrust Statements (Step 5)

Text

Possible Illustrations (Step 6)

1. Text

Possible Applications (Step 6)

1. Text
For Worship Planning:

Introduction

1.  How much should we give?  

2.  What are some results of giving?

I.
Principle: You decide how much you want to get blessed (6-7a).

A.
God blesses you according to how much you give (6).

B.
How much you give is a personal decision (7a).

II.
Benefits: Generous giving yields generous returns for you, God, and others (7b-15).

A.
God blesses you (7b-11a).

1.
God is pleased with you (7b).

2.
God meets your every need (8a).

3.
God increases your ability to give to others (8b-11a).
B.
You bless others (11b-12a).

1.
They realize God alone meets their needs (11b).

2.
Their needs are met (12a).

C.
Others bless God (12b-13).

D.
Others bless you (14-15).

1.
They pray for you (14a).

2.
Their hearts go out to you (14b).

3.
Your giving reminds them to thank God for His best gift in Christ (15).

Conclusion
1.  Main Idea: Decide to bless God, yourself, and others by generous giving—so at least tithe.

2.  Will you risk it?

For Bulletin:

Introduction

1.  How ___________ should we give?  

2.  What are some ___________ of giving?

I.
___________: You decide how much you want to get blessed (6-7a).

A.
God blesses you according to how much you give (6).

B.
How much you give is a personal decision (7a).

II.
___________: Generous giving yields generous returns for you, God, and others (7b-15).

A.
God blesses ___________  (7b-11a).

1.
God is pleased with you (7b).

2.
God meets your every need (8a).

3.
God increases your ability to give to others (8b-11a).
B.
You bless ___________  (11b-12a).

1.
They realize God alone meets their needs (11b).

2.
Their needs are met (12a).

C.
Others bless ___________ (12b-13).

D.
Others bless ___________ (14-15).

1.
They pray for you (14a).

2.
Their hearts go out to you (14b).

3.
Your giving reminds them to thank God for His best gift in Christ (15).

Conclusion
1.  Main Idea: Decide to ___________  God, yourself, and others by generous giving—so at least ___________.

2.  Will you risk it?
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