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Purpose:
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Introduction

1. Interest: [Ministry Update] 
a) The Lord continues working in my family as Susan and I see our three sons grow in stature and heart for God.
b) In 1991 God moved us from the minority one third of the world’s population into where His heart beats strongest for people!
c) I’ve served as a seminary professor with 30 other faculty at Singapore’s largest Christian graduate school: Singapore Bible College.

d) Located at the equator, SBC trains pastors, missionaries, teachers, musicians, counselors, and other full-time workers from about 25 countries.  Many of these come from the 10-40 Window, the area between 10 and 40 degrees that is the poorest and most spiritually needy area of the world. We teach about 500 students in both English and Chinese.
e) What I teach in English, these key leaders then translate and improve upon in the native languages of their countries, be it Chinese, Korean, Mayalayam, Burmese, Tamil, Dutch, Cambodia’s Khmer language, Swahili, or Mongolian!
f) Many are like Maidar from Mongolia—a great church planter!

g) Pastor Maidar is a key Mongol who helped the two Mongolian churches in 1992 grow to 25 churches within six years—in an area half the size of the US!
h) His church building was not much to look at...

i) And the congregation not rich, as the 50% employed earned only $1 a day.
j) But the impact continues.  After a few years of training at SBC, Maidar returned to pastor this influential church which blesses his nation!
2. Need: Despite hearing this encouraging news, you certainly know that Christians get discouraged.  Are you feeling discouraged today?  If you’re not discouraged yourself, how can you help others who’re disappointed?
3. Subject: How can you beat the blues?  How can you defeat discouragement?  

4. Background: Paul certainly could have been discouraged over so much sacrifice for Christ!  See what he went through in 2 Corinthians 12…
5. Text: But turn to 2 Corinthians 4:16 (our text for today).  Here he says that, rather than being discouraged about all this, he had continual renewal!  How did he do it? 

a) Paul wasn’t discouraged from his bodily decline but his spirit was getting stronger each day.

b) Wouldn’t you like your spirit to get stronger every day?  How did Paul do it?

6. Preview: Let’s discover two ways Paul defeated the blues in verses 17-18, drawing out a principle for us from each verse.    

7. Transition: So what’s the first way to successfully fight discouragement?  How can you beat the blues?

I.
View your troubles as trivial compared to your rewards (17).

[See your trials as insignificant in light of the blessings to come.] 

A.  Paul fought discouragement by seeing his trials as trivial next to his eternal rewards (17).

1. What were Paul’s “light and momentary troubles”?  His list in 2 Corinthians 11 includes shipwrecked three times, whipped with 39 lashes three times, and stuff most of us have never experienced once.

2. This reminds me of a 2005 teaching trip to Vietnam.  Training pastors in a different location each day got old to the men, so they decided to stay at the church—even after the authorities discovered us!  One pastor named Apollos told me, “I don’t care if they put me in prison a third time.  The last time I led 36 people to Christ!”

B. When we see trials as peanuts compared to future glory, we won’t be discouraged either.

1. In Singapore life is relentless—the only tropical country that combines heat and a fast-paced life.  Most missionaries get discouraged and leave within a few years, so people are always surprised to discover we have ministered there for 20 years now.  

2. Our ministries have continued to grow so that we have major involvement in at least five key ministries.  It seems like at least one of them is in crisis too—which can certainly be discouraging.

3. But I have no doubt that the way we could live there so long is by God helping us to see every problem as ultimately trivial compared to our future rewards.

(So to prevent discouragement, view your troubles as trivial compared to your future rewards.  But there’s a second word from Paul that kept him from discouragement…)

II.
Focus on invisible, eternal realities (18).

[Set your sights on things you can’t see because they’re the long-lasting pursuits.]

A.  Paul wasn’t discouraged because he could see the invisible (18)!
1. Paul said amazingly: “So we fix our eyes not on what is seen, but on what is unseen. For what is seen is temporary, but what is unseen is eternal.”

2. Paul could have focused on either of two directions:

a) When he gazed at what is visible, he ended up depressed.

b) When he gazed at what was invisible, he was encouraged!

(So what is this saying to us?)

B. Beat the blues by focusing on things of real value!

1. Everything we can see is ultimately worthless.

a) Look around the room.  What do you see?  We see pews, walls, glass, clothes on the bodies of people, etc.  

b) Now what do you see that’s eternal?  The correct answer is: nothing!  If Paul was wrong here, let’s point to one thing that we can see that actually is not temporal.

c) Everything we’re looking at will be thrown away, or torn down.  The technology that’s expensive today will be junk in a short time! 

2. However, things that we can’t see are priceless.

a) When I was a teenager, I heard in a sermon that only three things will outlast this life: God, God’s Word, and the souls of people.

(1) God certainly is eternal.  He invented time itself!

(2) God’s Word, the Bible, is also eternal.  Jesus said, “Heaven and earth will pass away, but my Word will endure forever” (Matt. 24:15).  

(3) The souls of people live forever—it’s just a matter of place, not existence!  

b) When I learned this great truth of what really will last, it set my priorities for life.  This was truly life changing!

(1) I figured that since God is eternal and I’d be with him forever, I would make it my pursuit to know and serve him now.  

(a) As I graduated from business school and my friends began lucrative jobs, God helped me pass the temporally lucrative for eternal rewards. 

(b) This same motive to know God moves Susan to help kids get to know God as the librarian of International Community School in Singapore.

(2) I also figured that since God’s Word is eternal, I would invest my life in getting to know this light and to teach it so it will shine on others.  

(a) It dawned on me that there exist millions of books. But only one that’s inspired!  So I went to what I considered the best seminary to help me get to know this book, and I stayed to get the highest degree they would grant me.  Then my professor said, “We’re granting you the PhD now because we have educated you beyond your intelligence,” 

(b) I then went to teach at Singapore Bible College because I felt that this school was having the greatest impact for Christ where most of the world lives.

(3) My final priority is the souls of people—my students!  That’s why Susan and I are involved in premarital counseling, I take students on mission trips to teach underground church leaders, and I help them discover for themselves the truths in God’s Word.  Why?  Because people last forever! 

(Paul was able to see beyond all the frivolous things of his day to what really mattered—and the result in him was encouragement rather than despair.  But it isn’t any different with you and me.  I think I can summarize what Paul says here like this…)

Conclusion

1. You can defeat discouragement by following God’s priorities (Main Idea).  Find out what matters to God and make it matter to you!

2. God expects you to restructure your value system around his three eternal priorities:

a) Since God is eternal, do you know Him?  Are we really developing a closer walk with him?  One way that I can see in my own life whether this is happening is to test if I’m becoming more like him each year.  So that’s my goal now—to be a bit more like Christ year after year.
b) How can you grow in the eternal Word of God?   

(1) I made a promise to God in 1977 that I would invest at least 5 minutes every day reading the Bible—one of the best decisions of my life.

c) But people’s souls are eternal too—and worth your lifetime investment.

(1) My two brothers have recently challenged what I consider valuable.  In 2003, each of my brothers purchased five additional homes.  My younger brother’s goal was to become a millionaire in five years by 2008.  He was well on his way, for each of his six homes appreciated $50,000 the first year.
(2) The result?  It was all empty conversation around the family circle.  My younger brother focused only on his investments—and instead of being a millionaire within 5 years, he went bankrupt—lost all 5 extra homes and all the equity in his own home.
3. Let’s bow our heads.  How would you complete this sentence?

a) The eternal priority of God that I must pursue with passion is…

b) The way God is telling me to do this is…
4. Only three things will outlast this life: God, God’s Word, and the souls of people. So let’s “fix our eyes not on what is seen, but on what is unseen. For what is seen is temporary, but what is unseen is eternal.”
5. Prayer
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Introduction

1. Interest: [Ministry Update]  It’s a privilege to be with you today to share some great things God is doing.

a) The Lord continues working in my family as Susan and I see our three sons grow in stature and heart for God.
b) Fourteen years ago God moved us from the minority one third of the world’s population into where His heart beats strongest for people!
c) I’ve served as a seminary professor with 30 other faculty at Singapore’s largest Christian graduate school: Singapore Bible College.

d) Located at the equator, SBC trains pastors, missionaries, teachers, musicians, counselors, and other full-time workers from about 25 countries.  Many of these come from the 10-40 Window, the area between 10 and 40 degrees that is the poorest and most spiritually needy area of the world. We teach about 500 students in both English and Chinese.
e) I get to teach these leaders every book of the Bible in survey courses, plus backgrounds to both the OT and NT, three areas of theology, and how to preach.
f) What I teach in English, these key leaders then translate and improve upon in the native languages of their countries, be it Chinese, Korean, Mayalayam, Burmese, Tamil, Dutch, Cambodia’s Khmer language, Swahili, or Mongolian!
g) Many are like Maidar from Mongolia—a great church planter!

h) Pastor Maidar is a key Mongol who helped the two Mongolian churches in 1992 grow to 25 churches within six years—in an area half the size of the US!
i) His church building was not much to look at...

j) And the congregation not rich, as the 50% employed earned only $1 a day.
k) But the impact continues.  After a few years of training at SBC, Maidar has now returned to pastor this influential church which blesses his nation!
l) I’m also editing my OT Survey course to html for the Internet Biblical Seminary.  We’ll actually train most leaders via CDs.  This is far cheaper than books, easier to remember the material in its interactive approach, better for high security areas, and easily used to train still others. Youth like this approach better too!
2. Need: Despite hearing this encouraging news, you certainly know that Christians get discouraged.  Are you feeling discouraged today?  

a) I felt fine until someone recently gave me the book, The Victim’s Guide to Middle Age. Maybe you’re at a point in life where things aren’t like they used to be.

b) Perhaps you weigh the same as years ago—except that some parts have shifted south—and that causes discouragement—for both men and women.

c) It can be disheartening to look at yourself honestly.

d) Maybe you look at the “good ole days” and you’re the victim of some insensitive statement by someone else.  That’s discouraging…

e) If you’re not discouraged yourself, how can you help others who’re disappointed?

3. Subject: How can you beat the blues?  How can you defeat discouragement?  This is the question addressed in your bulletin outline…

4. Background: Paul certainly could have been discouraged over the Corinthian church!

a) The question “Which church leader should we follow?” was a key question the first-century Corinthians were asking.

(1) Some followed Paul: the church planter.

(2) Some followed Apollos: the great orator.

(3) Others followed Cephas (Aramaic) or Peter (Greek): Jesus’ right-hand man.

(4) A really “holy” group claimed to follow Christ.

b) Then there was a host of other problems in the church—from incest to divorce to idolatry to problems with spiritual gifts.

5. Text: But turn to 2 Corinthians 4:16 (our text for today).  Here he says that, rather than being discouraged about all this, he had continual renewal!  How did he do it? 

a) He said in 2 Corinthians 4:16, “Therefore we do not lose heart. Though outwardly we are wasting away, yet inwardly we are being renewed day by day.”

b) Paul wasn’t discouraged from his bodily decline but his spirit was getting stronger each day.

c) Wouldn’t you like your spirit to get stronger every day?  How did Paul do it?

6. Preview: Let’s discover two ways Paul defeated the blues in verses 17-18, drawing out a principle for us from each verse.    

7. Transition: So what’s the first way to successfully fight discouragement?  How can you beat the blues?

I.
View your troubles as trivial compared to your rewards (17).

[See your trials as insignificant in light of the blessings to come.] 

A.  Paul fought discouragement by seeing his trials as trivial next to his eternal rewards (17).

1. Paul declared amazingly, “For our light and momentary troubles are achieving for us an eternal glory that far outweighs them all.” 

2. Eugene Peterson paraphrases this in The Message, “These hard times are small potatoes compared to the coming good times, the lavish celebration prepared for us.”

3. What were Paul’s “light and momentary troubles”?  His list in 2 Corinthians 11 includes shipwrecked three times, whipped with 39 lashes three times, and stuff most of us have never experienced once.

4. This reminds me of my last trip to Vietnam.  Training pastors in a different location each day got old to the men, so they decided to stay at the church—even after the authorities discovered us!  One pastor named Apollos told me, “I don’t care if they put me in prison a third time.  The last time I led 36 people to Christ!”

B. When we see trials as peanuts compared to future glory, we won’t be discouraged either.

1. In Singapore life is relentless—the only tropical country that combines heat and a fast-paced life.  Most missionaries get discouraged and leave within a few years, so people are always surprised to discover we have ministered there for 14 years now.  

2. In fact, we anticipated our oldest son Kurt returning to the USA for college this summer, but he decided to attend the Center for American Studies—in Singapore!  

3. Our ministries have continued to grow so that we have major involvement in at least five key ministries.  It seems like at least one of them is in crisis too—which can certainly be discouraging.

4. Honestly, I don’t know what to say when people ask us how we could live there so long, but I think it has something to do with God helping us to see every problem as ultimately trivial compared to our future rewards.

5. Even though you and I don’t have a grocery list like Paul, it can still get to us—but we need to set our sights on, as Paul says, the “eternal glory that far outweighs them all.”

(So to prevent discouragement, view your troubles as trivial compared to your future rewards.  But there’s a second word from Paul that kept him from discouragement…)

II.
Focus on invisible, eternal realities (18).

[Set your sights on things you can’t see because they’re the long-lasting pursuits.]

A.  Paul wasn’t discouraged because he focused on invisible, eternal realities (18).

1. Paul said amazingly: “So we fix our eyes not on what is seen, but on what is unseen. For what is seen is temporary, but what is unseen is eternal.”

2. Paul could have focused on either of two directions:

a) When he gazed at what is visible, he ended up depressed.

b) When he gazed at what was invisible, he was encouraged!

(So what is this saying to us?)

B. Beat the blues by focusing on things of real value!

1. Everything we can see is ultimately worthless.

a) Look around the room.  What do you see?  We see pews, walls, glass, clothes on the bodies of people, etc.  

b) Now what do you see that’s eternal?  The correct answer is: nothing!  If Paul was wrong here, let’s point to one thing that we can see that actually is not temporal.

c) Everything we’re looking at will be thrown away, or torn down.  The technology that’s expensive today will be junk in a short time! 

2. However, things that we can’t see are priceless.

a) When I was a teenager, I heard in a sermon that only three things will outlast this life: God, God’s Word, and the souls of people.

(1) God certainly is eternal.  He invented time itself!

(2) God’s Word, the Bible, is also eternal.  Jesus said, “Heaven and earth will pass away, but my Word will endure forever” (Matt. 24:15).  

(3) The souls of people live forever—it’s just a matter of place, not existence!  

b) When I learned this great truth of what really will last, it set my priorities for life.  This was truly life changing!

(1) I figured that since God is eternal and I’d be with him forever, I would make it my pursuit to know and serve him now.  

(a) As I graduated from business school and my friends entered lucrative jobs, God helped me by-pass the temporally lucrative for the eternally valuable.  The past 14 years we have served with CBInternational in a truly WorldVenture—so much so that in June this year we changed our name to WorldVenture!  

(b) This same motive to know God moves Susan to help kids get to know God as the librarian of International Community School in Singapore.

(2) I also figured that since God’s Word is eternal, I would invest my life in getting to know this light and to teach it so it will shine on others.  

(a) It dawned on me that there exist millions of books. But only one that’s inspired!  So I went to what I considered the best seminary to help me get to know this book, and I stayed to get the highest degree they would grant me.  Then my professor said, “We’re granting you the PhD now because we have educated you beyond your intelligence,” 

(b) I then went to teach at Singapore Bible College because I felt that this school was having the greatest impact for Christ where most of the world lives.

(3) My final priority is the souls of people—my students!  That’s why Susan and I are involved in premarital counseling, I take students on mission trips to teach underground church leaders, and I help them discover for themselves the truths in God’s Word.  Why?  Because people last forever! 

(Paul was able to see beyond all the frivolous things of his day to what really mattered—and the result in him was encouragement rather than despair.  But it isn’t any different with you and me.  I think I can summarize what Paul says here like this…)

Conclusion

1. You can defeat discouragement by following God’s priorities (Main Idea).  Find out what matters to God and make it matter to you!

2. God expects you to restructure your value system around his three eternal priorities:

a) Since God is eternal, do you know Him?  

(1) If you haven’t come into a personal relationship with God through his son Jesus Christ, this is the reason God brought us to this text today.  Jesus Christ died on the cross for you, but he became alive again for you, and since he’s alive today he can forgive your sins and make you a new person.  Will you tell him, “Jesus, since you are eternal and I am eternal, can I live forever with you?  I turn from my sin and trust you to take control of my life.”

(2) Most of us here already have a relationship with Christ, but are we really developing a closer walk with him?  One way that I can see in my own life whether this is happening is to test if I’m becoming more like him each year.  So that’s my goal now—to be a bit more like Christ year after year.

b) How can you grow in the eternal Word of God?   

(1) I made a promise to God in 1977 that I would invest at least 5 minutes every day reading the Bible—one of the best decisions of my life.

(2) Also, defend God’s Word against attack too—especially The Da Vinci Code. How many of you have read it?
(a) Dan Brown has made $260 million blaspheming God in this book—the best seller of our time-translated into 150 languages! 

(b) The book makes some preposterous claims—like Leonardo da Vinci’s painting of the Mona Lisa is a self-portrait!  Mona doesn’t like that!

(c) It also claims that John in the Last Supper is actually Mary Magdalene—who was the wife of Christ and mother of their daughter Sarah!

(d) But the most serious lie in it is that it says the root of Christianity is not worship of God the Father, but God the Mother!  It says the gospels in our NT were not the original gospels, but were put there in the fourth century to solidify the emperor’s power base!

(e) I applaud the many critiques to expose Brown.  God’s Word is eternal, so we must teach the truth and expose these lies for what they are—especially in light of the upcoming movie starring Tom Hanks that will deceive many more millions.

(f) I’d suggest you become informed by downloading the PDF booklet at the Radio Bible Class website as a start.  Look up rbc.org.

c) But people’s souls are eternal too—and worth your lifetime investment.

(1) When we look at people too often we see size, skin color, religion, economic status, race, profession, marital status, and other temporal categories.

(2) Look at people the way God does—conformed into Christ’s image forever, or lost and heading to Christ-less eternity.  God sees us not for what we are now but as what we will be forever—we need to see them that way too.

3. Optional (see below)

4. Let’s bow our heads.  Can you answer the questions at the bottom of your outline?

a) The eternal priority of God that I must pursue with passion is…

b) The way God is telling me to do this is…
5. Only three things will outlast this life: God, God’s Word, and the souls of people. So let’s “fix our eyes not on what is seen, but on what is unseen. For what is seen is temporary, but what is unseen is eternal.”
6. Prayer

7. Optional Section About My Brothers

a) My two brothers have recently challenged what I consider valuable.  In the past two years since our family has been in the USA, each of my brothers purchased five additional homes.

b) My younger brother’s goal is to become a millionaire in five years.  And he’s well on his way, for each of his six homes appreciated $50,000 the past year.  

c) While I was there, my brother became flush with cash and his impulse buying that morning resulting in his third motorcycle.  There’s nothing wrong with a new bike or making a living in real estate investments but…

d) It was all empty conversation around the family circle.  They have all but left their churches and spoke only about their investments.  They showed absolutely no interest in what God is doing at home or overseas.
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e) There’s certainly nothing wrong with making a living in real estate.  But what disturbed me most was that during my week with them in California, being a landlord was all consuming for them. 

Introduction

1. Interest: [Christians get discouraged.]  Lately I’ve been reading the book Unuseless Japanese Inventions.  Since life is so full of discouragements, the ever-creative Japanese have come up with several new inventions to help us encourage us…

a) Perhaps you teenage girls have become discouraged from falling on high heels, so you will want to buy Training High Heels.  The book notes, “With miniature stabilizing wheels attached to the pointy heels of either shoe, you can walk without fear of tipping over.  When confidence and poise have been achieved, the wheels are removed and the young graduate can go solo” (p. 141).

b) Maybe your cat gets discouraged from hot food and needs cooler nibbles, so one ingenious soul invented the cat tongue soother.  The ad notes that, “due to an evolutionary oversight, cats can’t blow on their food to cool it down.  They can now!  This simple device allows cats to chill their chow with paw power” (p. 28). 

c) But what those disheartened by a head that bobs?  On that jerky bus or train commute, just try the Commuter’s Helmut (p. 153).  It keeps your head still and even has a note for others to wake you up at your stop.  Wearing this might even save embarrassment during boring sermons too!

d) Sometimes discouragement comes from getting all your shopping done only to hit a downpour on the way home!  You need to try the nifty shopper’s umbrella.  Its special hooks allow you to carry many shopping bags—all dry too!

e) The classic is getting caught not in the rain but the discouragement of being in the dark, so there’s the Solar Powered Flashlight (p. 180).  Think how much money this will save you in battery expense—if it were not so completely useless to have a torch for the daytime!

2. Need: Are you feeling discouraged?  

a) Maybe you’re at a certain point in life where things aren’t like they used to be.  I remember feeling fine recently until someone gave me the book, The Victim’s Guide to Middle Age.

b) Perhaps you weigh the same as years ago—except that some things have shifted south—and that causes discouragement—for both men and women.

c) It can be disheartening to look at yourself honestly.

Study Questions (Step 1)

Context:
What did the author record just prior to this passage?

1. Paul defended his apostolic authority before the Corinthians in the entire letter:

Defense of apostolic authority

Answers allegations regarding:
1—7
Ministry sincerity 
Motives

1:1-11
Salutation

1:12—2:16
Defends conduct

1:12—2:4
Postponed visit

2:5-16
Disciplining opposer

3:1—6:10
Defends ministry

3
Superior to Mosaic

4:1—6:10
Suffering

6:11—7:16
Restore confidence

2. Immediately before 4:16-18 (in 4:1-15) Paul noted that he kept heart during difficulty though ministering by Christ’s power
Purpose:
Why is this passage in the Bible?

1. Paul wanted the Corinthians to see that he valued eternal things (like them!) instead of the worldly pleasures that his accusers sought.

2. God knows that when we invest our lives in eternity, it also helps us fight discouragement!

Background:
What historical context helps us understand this passage?

1. Corinthians as a whole got caught up in Greek philosophy, intellectualism, and fancy rhetoric—so they didn’t know what to do with “Plain Jane” Paul.  

2. Paul didn’t “wow” the crowds with spectacular speeches—like false teachers did when they preached human philosophy and like Apollos did when he preached the truth.

Questions

1. What does the “therefore” point back to (16a)?

2. How was Paul “wasting away” (16b)?

3. How was Paul being inwardly “renewed day by day” (16c)?

4. Which troubles was Paul classifying as “light and momentary” (17a)?

5. Is this “eternal glory that far outweighs” his troubles future rewards (17b)?

6. What are the things people fix their eyes upon that are visible (18a)?

7. What are the things Paul fixed his eyes upon that are unseen (18b)?

8. Why are seen things temporary (18c)?

9. How are visible things temporary (18d)?

10. How are invisible things eternal (18e)?

Tentative Theme/Thrust Statements (Step 5)

Theme:
The way to fight discouragement
Thrust:
is by focusing on God’s perspective on life
Possible Illustrations (Step 6)

11. Too many people pour their life, time, and money into visible things:

a) House

b) Car

c) Boat

12. Eternal, unseen things basically include only three categories:

a) God

b) God’s Word

c) People’s souls

13. James Dobson once found his college tennis trophy in the trash at his alma mater
14. Discouragements come in ministry too.

a) At SBC 5 of our 15 profs have left in the past year

b) At ICS morale has been down in teachers, administration, students, and parents

c) At IBC major division in the body resulted in pastoral reprimands and a hysterical congregational meeting

Possible Applications (Step 6)

15. You can defeat discouragement by switching the focus from yourself to others!

16. Invest yourself in those things that outlast this life.

Outlines (Steps 2-5)
Beatin’ the Blues

2 Corinthians 4:16-18

Exegetical Outline (Steps 2-3)
Exegetical Idea (CPT): The way Paul did not lose heart during suffering was through seeing his hardships from God's perspective.
I.
(4:1-15) Paul kept heart during difficulty though ministering by Christ’s power.
A. (1-6) Paul didn’t preach a deceptive message but preached Christ plainly.

1. (1) God’s mercy motivated Paul not to lose heart.

2. (2) Paul preached Christ plainly rather than using worldly deceptions.

3. (3-4) However, Satan hinders unbelievers from seeing the truth of the gospel.

4. (5-6) Still, Paul and his friends preached Christ as his servants since God gave them this light.

1 Therefore, since through God's mercy we have this ministry, we do not lose heart.  

2 Rather, we have renounced secret and shameful ways; we do not use deception, nor do we distort the word of God. On the contrary, by setting forth the truth plainly we commend ourselves to every man's conscience in the sight of God.  

3 And even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those who are perishing.  

4 The god of this age has blinded the minds of unbelievers, so that they cannot see the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God.  

5 For we do not preach ourselves, but Jesus Christ as Lord, and ourselves as your servants for Jesus' sake.  

6 For God, who said, "Let light shine out of darkness," {6 Gen. 1:3} made his light shine in our hearts to give us the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Christ.  

B. (7-15) Paul’s focus wasn’t on his problems but on Christ’s sufficiency.

1. (7) Paul’s unimpressive nature proved his influence was due to God.

2. (8-12) The fact Paul was not defeated by difficulties showed that his life was in Christ.

3. (13-15) Paul preached his faith because Christ’s resurrection would bring victory to many people through the gospel.

7 But we have this treasure in jars of clay to show that this all-surpassing power is from God and not from us.  

8 We are hard pressed on every side, but not crushed; perplexed, but not in despair;  

9 persecuted, but not abandoned; struck down, but not destroyed.  

10 We always carry around in our body the death of Jesus, so that the life of Jesus may also be revealed in our body.  

11 For we who are alive are always being given over to death for Jesus' sake, so that his life may be revealed in our mortal body.  

12 So then, death is at work in us, but life is at work in you.  

13 It is written: "I believed; therefore I have spoken." {13 Psalm 116:10} With that same spirit of faith we also believe and therefore speak,  

14 because we know that the one who raised the Lord Jesus from the dead will also raise us with Jesus and present us with you in his presence.  

15 All this is for your benefit, so that the grace that is reaching more and more people may cause thanksgiving to overflow to the glory of God.  

II.
(4:16-18) Paul kept heart during difficulty though keeping an eternal perspective.
A. (16) Paul wasn’t discouraged from his bodily decline because his spirit was getting stronger each day.

B. (17) Paul wasn’t discouraged because his troubles were trivial compared to his eternal rewards.

C. (18) Paul wasn’t discouraged because he focused on invisible, eternal realities.

16 Therefore we do not lose heart. Though outwardly we are wasting away, yet inwardly we are being renewed day by day.  

17 For our light and momentary troubles are achieving for us an eternal glory that far outweighs them all.  

18 So we fix our eyes not on what is seen, but on what is unseen. For what is seen is temporary, but what is unseen is eternal.

(Exegetical Idea of 4:16-18) The way Paul defeated discouragement was by keeping an eternal perspective.
A. (16) Instead of being discouraged from his bodily decline, Paul’s spirit was getting stronger each day.

B. (17-18) The way Paul defeated discouragement was by keeping God’s priority system.

1. (17) Paul saw troubles as trivial compared to his eternal rewards.

2. (18) Paul focused on invisible, eternal realities.

Purpose or Desired Listener Response (Step 4)
The listeners will fight discouragement by focusing on God’s perspective on life.

Homiletical Outline (Cyclical inductive form)—Steps 5-6

Introduction

1. Interest: Even Christians get discouraged.  

2. Need: Are you feeling discouraged?  If not, how can you help others facing discouragement?

3. Subject or CPS: How can you beat the blues?

4. Background: Paul certainly could have been discouraged over the Corinthian church!

5. Text: But in 2 Corinthians 4:16 he says that, rather than succumbing to discouragement, he had continual renewal!  How did he do it? 

a) He said, “Therefore we do not lose heart. Though outwardly we are wasting away, yet inwardly we are being renewed day by day.”

b) Paul wasn’t discouraged from his bodily decline because his spirit was getting stronger each day.

c) Wouldn’t you like to say that your spirit is getting stronger every day?  How did Paul do it?

6. Preview: Let’s discover two ways Paul defeated the blues in verses 17-18, drawing out a principle for us from each verse.    

7. Transition: So what’s the first way to successfully fight discouragement?  How can you beat the blues?

I.
View your troubles as trivial compared to your rewards (17).

A.  Paul wasn’t discouraged because his troubles were trivial compared to his eternal rewards (17).

1. Paul declared amazingly, “For our light and momentary troubles are achieving for us an eternal glory that far outweighs them all.”  

B. When we see our trials as peanuts compared to our future glory, we won’t be discouraged either.

II.
Focus on invisible, eternal realities (18).

A.  Paul wasn’t discouraged because he focused on invisible, eternal realities (18).

1. Paul gave one of my favorite verses in all of Scripture: “So we fix our eyes not on what is seen, but on what is unseen. For what is seen is temporary, but what is unseen is eternal.”

2. Paul could focus on either of two directions:

a) When he gazed at what is visible, he ended up depressed.

b) When he gazed at what was invisible, he was encouraged!

B. Beat the blues by focusing on things of real value!

1. Everything we can see is ultimately worthless.

2. Things that we can’t see are priceless.

Conclusion

1. You can defeat discouragement by following God’s priorities (MI).

2. God’s priorities are summed up in two pursuits:

a) View your troubles as trivial compared to your rewards (17).

b) Focus on invisible, eternal realities (18).

3. Exhortation/Application

Discussion Questions:

2 Corinthians 4:1-18  NIV 

2 Corinthians 4:1 Therefore, since through God's mercy we have this ministry, we do not lose heart.  

2 Rather, we have renounced secret and shameful ways; we do not use deception, nor do we distort the word of God. On the contrary, by setting forth the truth plainly we commend ourselves to every man's conscience in the sight of God.  

3 And even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those who are perishing.  

4 The god of this age has blinded the minds of unbelievers, so that they cannot see the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God.  

5 For we do not preach ourselves, but Jesus Christ as Lord, and ourselves as your servants for Jesus' sake.  

6 For God, who said, "Let light shine out of darkness," {6 Gen. 1:3} made his light shine in our hearts to give us the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Christ.  

7 But we have this treasure in jars of clay to show that this all-surpassing power is from God and not from us.  

8 We are hard pressed on every side, but not crushed; perplexed, but not in despair;  

9 persecuted, but not abandoned; struck down, but not destroyed.  

10 We always carry around in our body the death of Jesus, so that the life of Jesus may also be revealed in our body.  

11 For we who are alive are always being given over to death for Jesus' sake, so that his life may be revealed in our mortal body.  

12 So then, death is at work in us, but life is at work in you.  

13 It is written: "I believed; therefore I have spoken." {13 Psalm 116:10} With that same spirit of faith we also believe and therefore speak,  

14 because we know that the one who raised the Lord Jesus from the dead will also raise us with Jesus and present us with you in his presence.  

15 All this is for your benefit, so that the grace that is reaching more and more people may cause thanksgiving to overflow to the glory of God.  

16 Therefore we do not lose heart. Though outwardly we are wasting away, yet inwardly we are being renewed day by day.  

17 For our light and momentary troubles are achieving for us an eternal glory that far outweighs them all.  

18 So we fix our eyes not on what is seen, but on what is unseen. For what is seen is temporary, but what is unseen is eternal.

C.
(3:1—6:10) Paul defends his ministry through contrasting it with the Mosaic ministry and through his willingness to suffer for Christ's sake in order to assure his foundation laid at Corinth and defend himself before slanderous false teachers.

1.
(Ch. 3) Paul's Christian ministry is superior even to Moses' since the glory of the New Covenant is superior to that of the Mosaic Covenant.

2.
(4:1—6:10) Paul does not lose heart during suffering because he seeks to see his hardships from God's perspective.

a.
(4:1-15) Paul does not lose heart during suffering because his enablement comes from God's power.

b.
(4:16—6:2) Paul does not lose heart during suffering because his motivation comes from an eternal perspective and a love that compels him in his ministry of reconciliation.

c.
(6:3-10) Paul evidences the marks of a genuine ministry in extreme suffering rather than discrediting his ministry through offending others by requiring a comfortable lifestyle.
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