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l. Introduction
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A.D. 70
TRIBULATION?
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Unable to find a parking space

TRIBULATION?
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9/11
TRIBULATION?
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Tsunami
TRIBULATION?
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The Bowl
Judgments

TRIBULATION?
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An eschatological viewpoint that
sees most or all of Bible prophecy
as being fulfilled sometime in the
past (1st century AD after the
death of Christ, at the destruction
of Jerusalem in A.D. 70)

DEFINITION



History

The first
systematic
preterist
exposition of
prophecy was
written by Luis De
Alcasar in 1614.

Johnson
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"The word 'preterist’ is from Latin
term praeteritus, which means
‘gone by,’ or past. Preterism holds

that the tribulation prophecies (of
Matthew and Revelation) occur in
the first century.”

Kenneth L. Gentry, Jr.
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Types of Preterists

« Extreme Preterists

(Radical/Full/Consistent

Preterists) see Tribulation,
Resurrection, 2"4 Coming
& Judgments as past

* Mild Preterists
God judged Jews (A.D. 70) & Rome (A.D. 313)
Still look forward for the 2"9 Coming of Christ

e Moderate Preterists

(Partial Preterists) — Almost all prophecies
fulfilled in A.D. 70, Future 2"d Coming
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Il. Arguments and

Responses on Preterism
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Critical to the position of the

Radical Preterists is that they need
to date Revelation before A.D. 70




A Radical Claim:

"The dating of the
book of Revelation
by the Church
Fathers Is wrong."”

David Chilton
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Church Fathers & Modern Scholars

e Church Fathers and most modern
scholars concur with the date of A.D.
95/96.

* The Tribulation of Revelation does not
refer to A.D. 70.
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B. Internal evidence for dating

Revelation before A.D. 70.
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Preterists see the temple In
Rev. 11:1-2 as still standing



Response: a7t
The vision of the Temple in Ezekiel 40-48 was

given when the temple in Jerusalem was already
destroyed. In the same way, it Is not necessary
for the temple to be standing for John.




Was Jerusalem destroyed by this time?
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Preterists see the number 666 in Rev.

13:18 as Nero, so Revelation must have
been written during Nero's time
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and "what must take place after this." This

removes any doubt that the number of the
beast must be future and not past or present.
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Rev. 17:10 4

Preterists see the "seven kings™ as seven

Roman kings from the first century. Then they
argue that the sixth king is Nero.




When Did John Write Revelation?

PR

 Tiberius ge:1[s[IE]
14-37 37-41

Claudius Nero Vespasian \_ Titus Domitian
41-54 54-68 69-79 79-81 81-96
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* Nero exercised
authority from AD
54-68, not for the
required 42 months
(Rev. 13:5).

 All inhabitants of
the earth did not

worship Nero (Rev.
13:8).



Daniel 7:1-8 Revelation 13:1-2; 17:9-12

Mark L. Hitchcock, "A Critique of the Preterist View of Revelation 17:9-11 and Nero," Bibliotheca

Sacra 164 (July-September 2007): 484
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1. Egypt (Pharaohs)

2. Assyria (Assyrian kings)

3. Neo-Babylonia (Nebuchadnezzar)

4. Medo-Persia (Cyrus)

5. Greece (Alexander the Great)

6. Rome (Caesars; "one is")

7. Reunited Roman Empire (ten kings; "not yet")
8. Final Gentile world kingdom (the Antichrist)

Mark L. Hitchcock, "A Critique of the Preterist View of Revelation 17:9-11 and Nero," Bibliotheca

Sacra 164 (July-September 2007): 484



Mark L. Hitchcock, "A Critique of the Preterist View of Revelation 17:9-11 and Nero," Bibliotheca

Sacra 164 (July-September 2007): 484



Nero (A.D. 37-68 Domitian (A.D. 81-96

Rev. 17:10 has no reference to Nero

or Domitian as Beale affirms.
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Preterists say words like

"shortly” or "soon™ relate to a
short time (Rev. 1:1)
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However, they can't explain

"l am coming quickly”
(Rev. 2:16; 3:11; 22:7, 12, 20)




480

Preterist
difficulties

* Their hermeneutics are not
consistent.

* It requires great creativity to
prove that Jesus has come.
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Radical Preterists use Matt. 10:23 as support
that the Lord must come in the first century:
"When you are persecuted in one town, flee to the

next. | tell you the truth, the Son of Man will return
before you have reached all the towns of Israel.”
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Response: ; ;

"The evangelization of
the rebellious nation
of Israel will not be
finished by them but
will await His return,
which is the point
made by Paul (cf.
Rom. 11:25-29) and
the prophets (Zech.
12:10)"

—Benware



Radical Preterists see Matt.

16:28 as saying that Jesus will
come Iin that very generation




It actually refers to
people who will be

physically alive when
Jesus comes at the
end time




Preterists see "this generation" in

Matt. 24:34 as that particular
generation who heard Jesus
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"This generation" refers to a time period p; 3

when the "birth pains begin™ (Matt. 24:8).

It will continue on until "the gospel is
preached to the whole world” (Matt. 24:14).

The "abomination of desolation” spoken of
by Daniel (Matt. 24:15; cf. Dan. 9:24-27) will
have taken place.

The "great tribulation™ (Matt. 24:21) will
have happened.

Finally, "the Son of Man will come" (Matt.
24:27).




E. The Olivet Discourse of
Matthew 24-25

They view all or most of these

prophecies as fulfilled in the
Temple destruction of A.D. 70.




"Tell us, when will

these things happen?”



"What will be the sign

of Your coming?"”






Abomination N

of Desolation






The Coming of Christ **
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