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Sermon Manuscript 
Who Is That Guy? (Simple Inductive) 

John 4:1-42 Monologue 
 

Topic: Jesus is Christ, the Messiah 
Subject: We should respond to Jesus’ offer of eternal life 
Complement: because Jesus is Christ, the Messiah who has come to offer his eternal life to those 
who recognize their spiritual need and acknowledge Jesus as Christ. 
Purpose: The listeners will acknowledge Jesus as Christ, recognize their spiritual needs, and 
receive Jesus’ offer of eternal life. 
 

Intro Greetings, everyone. I come from the land of Samaria which is situated between 
Judea in the south and Galilee in the north. I lived in a town called Sychar. Sychar is 
close to Shechem and Mount Gerizim. 

BKGD 
 

I would like to share with you my story today. However, let me begin by asking you 
a question. What is the one drink that will satisfy you the most in a hot day? Is it a 
can of coke or a cold glass of ice lemon tea? Well, in the place where I come from, 
we don’t have coke or ice lemon tea, but we do have a well. When I am thirsty or in 
need of water, I would take my water jar and go to the well which is famously 
known as the Jacob’s well and draw water from it. It’s called the Jacob’s well 
because it’s situated in a place given by my ancestor, Jacob to his son, Joseph. I had 
an interesting encounter at the well one day. Let me share with you my encounter. 

TEXT 
 

That day, I had to fetch water from Jacob’s well. It was at 12 o’clock. I know it’s 
the hottest time of the day, but you see, nobody will be there. It is too hot a time for 
anyone to be there. You may ask why I am so silly to be there in the hottest time of 
the day. The ladies in my land would usually go to the well in the cool morning or 
in the cool evening and would often make their way there in a group. No ladies 
from my village would go with me to the well, nobody will come near me, nobody 
would talk to me, nobody would have any association with me. I am too ashamed to 
venture out in the morning or in the evening as I am a despised Samaritan woman. I 
am considered to be immoral and uncleaned. 

 As I was walking towards the well, I noticed there was a man sitting at the well. He 
looked tired. Who is he? Why is he here at this time of the day? What is he doing at 
the well? He looked thirsty. Who is he? I hope he’s too tired to notice me. 

Who is he? 
- Spoke to 
woman 
- Spoke to 

Samarita
n woman  

- Asked for 
a drink 

As I reached the well and prepared to use my water jug to draw water from the well, 
I heard, “Will you give me a drink?” My goodness, the man spoke to me!  How can 
this be? Men and women do not speak to each other in public. Why did he speak to 
me? Who is he that speaks to a person such as I? Why did he ask me for a drink? 
Who is he? Who is that guy? He sounded like he’s from Galilee and definitely 
spoke like a Jew. What is he doing here? Jewish people do not travel to Samaria or 
passed through Samaria. They would normally avoid passing through Samaria and 
travel a longer distance and period to get to their destination by going around 
Samaria. 
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Difference 
between a 
Jew and a 
Samaritan 

So I said to him, “You are a Jew and I am a Samaritan woman. How can you ask me 
for a drink.” Who is he? Doesn’t he know that Jews and Samaritans are arch 
enemies? Jews and Samaritans do not associate with one another. Our land was 
once conquered by the Assyrians, most Jews were exiled and left the very poor. 
Those were left behind, intermarried with the other people groups that Assyrians 
brought to our land and we become the Samaritans. The Jews do not consider us, 
the Samaritans as the true descendants of our great Jewish ancestors. Hence, we 
don’t get along, we don’t cross each other’s paths. Doesn’t he know that we have a 
long history of hatred against one another? We were not allowed to worship God in 
Jerusalem. So we built God’s temple at Mount Gerizim and worshipped there 
instead of worshipping God in Jerusalem. The Jews considered our religion as not 
the true Judaism as it consists of a mixture of beliefs.  Doesn’t he also know that 
Samaritan women are considered uncleaned? How can he speak to me? How can he 
even ask me for a drink? Who is he? Doesn’t he know that he will be made 
uncleaned by drinking from the very water jug that I am holding. Who is he? Who 
is that guy? 

Living 
Water 

Then he said, “If you knew the gift of God and who it is that asks you for a drink, 
you would have asked him and he would have given you living water.” 

 Huh? Who is that guy? What was he talking about? What is the gift of God? What 
is this living water that he referred to? Where does he get the living water? The well 
is so deep. I have a water jug to draw water from the well but this guy does not have 
any thing to draw water from. What is the difference with the normal water from 
Jacob’s well and the living water that he offered?  What water source could be 
greater or more satisfying than the one which our father Jacob had left for his 
Samaritan children? Who is this guy? Who is he? Does he know of another source 
of water? So I questioned him, “Are you greater than our father Jacob, who gave us 
the well and drank from it himself, with his sons and his livestock?” 

The 
promise: 
Living 
water 

He said, “Everyone who drinks this water will be thirsty again, but whoever drinks 
the water I give them will never thirst. Indeed, the water I give them will become in 
them a spring of water welling up to eternal life.” 

Living 
water 
means  
life-giving 
water = 
Eternal 
life? 

Woah! This living water will satisfy me completely and I will never be thirsty again 
and I would not need to fetch water from the well again. This is one drink that I 
want! But what does he mean that the living water well up to eternal life? Does 
living water means the opposite of dead water? Does he mean life-giving water? 
Mmmm, I still don’t get it. Who is he really? I still don’t quite know who this Jew 
is. But I want the living water. So I asked him to give me this living water so that I 
won’t get thirsty and have to keep coming here to draw water. 
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Sinful 
condition 
of the 
Samaritan 
woman - 
spiritual 
need 
 
Prophet 
 
 

However, he didn’t answer my request. Instead he answered my request by asking 
me to bring my husband to him. I told him that I had no husband. He revealed that I 
had five husbands and the one that I am living is not my husband? How can this be? 
I have never met him. How does he know my past? How does he know of my 
present situation? Who is he that he will speak to a person such as I? A loose 
woman. A despised woman.  He knows about me and my sinful condition. Who is 
he? He must be a prophet sent by God, for he revealed many things of my life 
without me telling him.  

Worship 
God in 
spirit & 
truth 

So I tested him by asking him about the true worship of God, for the Samaritans 
worship God at Mount Gerizim but the Jews claimed the proper worship of God is 
in Jerusalem.  

WHY However, he told me the Samaritans are ignorant of the true worship of God, for 
salvation comes from the Jews. 

 He revealed to me it is not the place that determined the true worship of God. He 
invited me to believe that the true worship of God is to worship him in spirit and in 
truth for God the Father is Spirit and seeks true worshippers who worship God in 
Spirit and in truth.  

Christ, the 
Messiah 
who is the 
Revealer 

I responded by telling him that I believe in the Messiah called Christ and know that 
he is coming and will explain everything about the worship of God to us.  
He declared, “I, the one speaking to you, I am he.”  Who is he? He is Christ, the 
Messiah! The one who called God the Father and offer God’s gift of living water 
through him, that is, the life-giving water which is eternal life. 

Testimony 
of 
Samaritan 
woman 
 

At this time, his team of disciples came back to him. I can see their shocked face 
towards him speaking to me, a person such as I, a Samaritan woman.  
I was too excited to stay around so I left my water jar and their shocked faces/state 
as I can’t wait to tell my people about Christ, the Messiah and all the things that he 
had said about me, his gift of living water and the true worship of God.  

Many 
Samaritans 
believe 

Guess what? Many of my people in the land of Samaria believed in Christ, the 
Messiah because of my testimony. I testified to them about him, “He told me 
everything I ever did.” 

 Guess what did they do? They went to him and invited him to stay with them in 
Samaria. Remember, Jews and Samaritans do not associate with each other. Lo, and 
behold, He came and stayed two days in our village and spoke to us and many 
believed in him. 
My people said to me, “We no longer believed just because of what you said; we 
now heard for ourselves, and we know that this man really is the Saviour of the 
world.” 
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APPL My friends, do you know Christ, the Messiah - the Saviour of the world? Jesus is 
here. Jesus has come not only for the Jews; he came also for the Samaritans and 
everyone. He came and offered God’s gift of living water which will satisfy all our 
thirst of spiritual need. When we drink this living water, we will never be thirsty 
again unlike the normal water as this living water will well up to eternal life. Jesus 
is Christ the Messiah, the Revealer of all things. He knows all things. He knows 
about me, my sinful condition and yet he invited me to worship God in spirit and in 
truth, the true worship of God for He is the Saviour of the world. 

 What about you? Do you recognise your spiritual need/health? Do you recognise 
who Jesus really is? Jesus is Christ, the Messiah, Saviour of the world. Jesus is here. 
Jesus has come to offer God’s gift of living water which will satisfy your thirst, 
your spiritual longing. He has invited everyone to worship God in spirit and in truth 
through him, the Saviour of the world.  

MI So recognise your spiritual need and acknowledge Jesus as the Christ who has come 
to offer his living water - his eternal life.  
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Homiletical Outline 4: John 4: 1 - 42  
(Monologue - Simple Inductive) 

 
Who Is That Guy? 

 
Desired Listeners’ Response: The listeners will recognise their spiritual need and respond to Jesus’s 
eternal life by acknowledging Jesus as Christ. 

 
 

Introduce subject: Why should you respond to Jesus’ offer of eternal life?   

I. Samaritan woman met Jesus at the well 

A.  Samaritan woman was approached by a tired and weary Jew for a drink 

B. Jesus explained the difference between living water and normal water 

C.  Jesus pointed out the Samaritan woman’s spiritual condition and her spiritual need 

 

II. Samaritan woman responded to Jesus’s offer of eternal life and his Messianic identity. 

A. Samaritan woman recognised her spiritual need 

B. Samaritan woman responded to Jesus’ offer of eternal life and his Messianic identity 

C. Samaritan woman testified to her people about Jesus 

 

III. Many Samaritans believed in Jesus 

A. They heard the Samaritan woman’s testimony and believed in Jesus 

B. They sought Jesus and invited him to stay at their village 

C. They heard Jesus’ teaching and believed in Jesus  

D. They testified to the Samaritan woman about of their belief in Jesus because of what they 

heard 

 

Conclusion: Recognise your spiritual need and acknowledge Jesus as the Christ. (MI)  
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Exegetical Outline 4: John 4: 1 - 42 
 
Exegetical Idea (CPT): The reason that Jesus reached out to the Samaritan woman was because 
Jesus wanted to offer God’s gift of eternal life and reveal his identity as the Messiah to the 
Samaritans.  
 
I. (4: 1 - 6) The reason for Jesus’ travel to Samaria was because he wanted to reach out to the non-

Jews, the Samaritans. 
A. (v1-v3) The reason for Jesus’ departure from Judea to Galilee was to escape the 

unwanted and opposing attention from the Pharisees. 
1. Jesus heard about Pharisees’ increasing attention on John and his ministry (v1) 
2. Jesus fled Judea for Galilee to escape Pharisee’s unwanted attention (v2-v3) 

  
B. (v4-v6) The purpose for Jesus’s journey to Samaria was because he intended to reach out 

to the Samaritans. 
1. Jesus intentionally passed through Samaria (v4) 
2. Jesus intentionally rested his weary body beside Jacob’s well (v5-v6) 
3. Jesus intentionally rested at the sixth hour (v6) 

 
II. (4: 7 - 26) The reason that Jesus offered living water to the Samaritan woman was because she 

has a spiritual need. 
A. (v7-v9) The means by which Jesus approached the Samaritan woman was by asking her 

for a drink at the well.  
 1. The Samaritan woman came to draw water (v7) 
 2. Jesus requested a drink from the Samaritan woman (v7-v8) 
 3. The Samaritan woman was shocked that Jesus approached her for a drink (v9) 
 

B. (v10-v15) The reason that a person would never be thirsty again was because God has 
offered the gift of living water through Jesus. 

 1. Jesus explained the gift of God and living water to Samaritan woman (v10) 
 2. The Samaritan woman queried on the source of Jesus’ living water (v11-v12) 
 3. Jesus explained the difference between living water and normal water (v13-14) 
 4.The Samaritan woman responded to the spiritual need of living water (v15) 
 

 C. (v16 - 18) The reason that the Samaritan understand her spiritual need was because Jesus has 
pointed out her sinful condition. 

        1. Jesus helped the Samaritan woman to see her sinful condition (v16-v17)  
        2. Jesus surfaced the Samaritan woman’s spiritual need (v18) 

  
D.  (v19-v26) The reason that the Samaritan woman believed Jesus as the Messiah was 

because Jesus revealed the meaning of true worshipper and his Messianic identity to her. 
1. Jesus explained to the woman the meaning of true worship (v19 - v 23) 
2. Jesus pointed that a true worshipper is to worship God in spirit and truth (v24) 
3. The Samaritan woman acknowledged her belief of the coming Messiah as a revealer 

of all things (v25) 
4. Jesus revealed his identity as the Messiah to her (v26) 
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III.(4: 27 - 42) The manner in which Jesus’ disciples responded negatively towards Jesus’s 
conversation with the Samaritan woman was by the contrasting positive responses of the 
Samaritan woman and her villagers towards Jesus.  
A. (v27-38) The reason for the disciples’ prejudices against the Samaritan woman was 

because they did not understand Jesus’ purpose of doing God’s will. 
     1. Jesus’ disciples dared not openly questioned Jesus’ motive in speaking to the                  

Samaritan woman(v27) 
2. The Samaritan woman left her water jug and testified to her own people (v28 - v29) 
3. The disciples turned the attention of Jesus’ physical need of food but Jesus turned 

their attention to the spiritual food of doing God’s will (v31-v38) 
 

B. (v39-v42) The reason that many Samaritans believed in Jesus was because they believed 
in the Samaritan woman’s testimony and Jesus’ word. 
1. Many Samaritans believed Jesus because of the Samaritan woman’s testimony (v39) 
2. Many Samaritans believed Jesus because of Jesus’ word (v40 - 41) 
3. Many Samaritans testified to the Samaritan woman about their belief in Jesus because 

of what they had heard. (v42) 



Carol Ng Kim Gek, #189, Student Preacher #8 • Homiletics 2 • Who is That Guy?  

8 

8 

Exegetical Outline 3 for John 4: 4 - 26 ESV 
Study Questions  

 
Questions 
Background: 
v1- v3  Now when Jesus learned that the Pharisees had heard that Jesus was making and 
baptizing more disciples than John (although Jesus himself did not baptize, but only his 
disciples), he left Judea and departed again for Galilee. 
Qn: Why did Jesus have to leave Judea when he learned that Pharisees had heard that he was 
making and baptizing more disciples than John? Was Jesus running away from Pharisees? What 
was the conflict between Pharisees and Jesus? 
Ans: The Pharisees had closely watched John’s ministry of making and baptizing disciples and they 
were beginning to take notice of Jesus as they realised Jesus’ popularity and extent of ministry. The 
Pharisees took notice of John and Jesus’ baptism because John and Jesus had used baptism as 
initiatory rite for Jews.1 John and Jesus’ ministry also caught the attention of the Pharisees because 
of their special or “distinctive” message and authority that they had carried around. Jesus left Judea 
as he wanted to avoid the increasingly unnecessary attention from the Pharisees. 2 
 
v4 - v6 And he had to pass through Samaria. So he came to a town of Samaria called Sychar, 
near the field that Jacob had given to his son Joseph. Jacob's well was there; so Jesus, wearied 
as he was from his journey, was sitting beside the well. It was about the sixth hour. 
Qn: What is the significance of Jesus entering in the area of Samaria? What is the significance of 
Jacob’s well? What does the sixth hour imply? 
Ans: Jesus used the travellers’ popular and direct route via Samaria to reach Galilee but this route 
was often avoided by the strict Jews. 3 Jesus had stopped at a popular traveller’s rest stop at Jacob’s 
well. 4 Jacob’s well referred to the place where Jacob had given to his son Joseph at Shechem and 
became the burial place for Joseph. Jacob’s well was mentioned as this was the place where Jesus 
met the Samaritan woman. The sixth hour referred to around noon time.5  
 
v7 - v9 A woman from Samaria came to draw water. Jesus said to her, “Give me a drink.” (For 
his disciples had gone away into the city to buy food.)The Samaritan woman said to him, “How is 
it that you, a Jew, ask for a drink from me, a woman of Samaria?” For Jews have no dealings 
with Samaritans. 
Qn: What is the significance of the Samaritan woman in drawing water here? What does it mean 
when Jesus ask the Samaritan woman for a drink? What is the meaning of the Samaritan woman’s 
response towards Jesus? Why are there no dealings between Jews and Samaritans? If there were no 
dealings between Jews and Samaritans, why did Jesus ask the Samaritan woman for water? 
Ans:  
Women in those days would fetch water in a group of woman and they usually would fetch water in 
the morning as it would be cooler than the hot noon sun. However, the Samaritan woman was alone 
in fetching the water in the middle of hot noon sun. This implied that the woman was a despised 
lady due to her poor reputation. 6 When Jesus asked the Samaritan for a drink, he had broke the 
Jewish traditions of speaking to a woman alone especially at the well.Well was considered a place 
where men would pick up prospective wives and Jesus’ act would consider scandalous. Jesus also 

 
1 Andreas J. Kostenberger, Baker Exegetical Commentary on the New Testament - John, (Grand Rapids, Michigan: 
Baker Academic, 2004), p145.  
2 D. A. Carson, The Gospel according to John, (Grand Rapids, Michigan: William B. Eerdmans Publishing Co., 1991), 
215.  
3 Andreas J. Kostenberger, Baker Exegetical Commentary on the New Testament - John, p146. 
4 Ibid, 147.  
5 Ibid, 146- 147.  
6 Andreas J. Kostenberger, Baker Exegetical Commentary on the New Testament - John, p148. 
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broke the Jewish tradition of speaking to Samaritans as they were enemies. This was compounded 
further as Samaritans were considered unclean especially when Samaritan women were considered 
to be in a “continual state of ritual uncleanness.” This explained the woman’s astonishment of 
Jesus’ request for a drink as she was unclean in the eyes of the Jews. 7 
 
v10 Jesus answered her, “If you knew the gift of God, and who it is that is saying to you, ‘Give 
me a drink,’ you would have asked him, and he would have given you living water.” 
Qn: What was Jesus trying to convey to the Samaritan woman regarding her knowledge of the gift 
of God and living water? Would the Samaritan woman know about the gift of God? If she knew 
about it, why didn’t the Samaritan woman ask for it? If she did not know about it, why would Jesus 
refer to it as if she knew about it? What is the living water? 
Ans:  
The woman had no knowledge regarding God’s gift or the living water or Jesus’ identity. The living 
water referred to God as He is the source and giver of life. Jesus is the one who gives out the living 
water. 8 
 
v11 - v14 The woman said to him, “Sir, you have nothing to draw water with, and the well is 
deep. Where do you get that living water? Are you greater than our father Jacob? He gave us the 
well and drank from it himself, as did his sons and his livestock.” Jesus said to her, “Everyone 
who drinks of this water will be thirsty again, but whoever drinks of the water that I will give him 
will never be thirsty again. The water that I will give him will become in him a spring of water 
welling up to eternal life.” The woman said to him, “Sir, give me this water, so that I will not be 
thirsty or have to come here to draw water.” 
 
Qn: Why did the Samaritan woman refer to Jacob?  Why was the word “thirsty” frequently 
mentioned?   
Ans:  
The Samaritan woman referred to Jacob as this was known historically to Jews and Samaritans that 
Jacob had bought the land at Shechem and gave it to his son, Joseph. Thirsty was frequently 
mentioned as “Jesus ministered to a keenly felt need”. 9 
 
v16 -v20  Jesus said to her, “Go, call your husband, and come here.”The woman answered him, 
“I have no husband.” Jesus said to her, “You are right in saying, ‘I have no husband’;  for you 
have had five husbands, and the one you now have is not your husband. What you have said is 
true.” The woman said to him, “Sir, I perceive that you are a prophet. Our fathers worshiped on 
this mountain, but you say that in Jerusalem is the place where people ought to worship.” 
Qn: What was the purpose of Jesus in referring her attention to her husband or husbands? What 
does it mean when the woman referred Jesus as a prophet?  
Ans:  
When the woman replied that she had no husband, she was avoiding the truth that she was attached 
to a man. She had in fact five men who were not her husbands and Jesus wanted to draw her 
attention that she was living in sexual sins. When the woman referred Jesus as prophet, she had in 
fact acknowledged that Jesus knew everything about her. 10 
 
 
 
 
 

 
7 Ibid, 149. 
8 Ibid, 150. 
9 Ibid, 151. 
10 Ibid, 153. 
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v21 - 22 Jesus said to her, “Woman, believe me, the hour is coming when neither on this 
mountain nor in Jerusalem will you worship the Father. You worship what you do not know; we 
worship what we know, for salvation is from the Jews. v 23 - 24 But the hour is coming, and is 
now here, when the true worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and truth, for the Father is 
seeking such people to worship him. God is spirit, and those who worship him must worship in 
spirit and truth.” 
Qn: What did Jesus mean when he said that the Father is seeking true worshippers to worship him? 
What did Jesus mean that those who worship him must worship in spirit and truth? 
Ans: 
Jesus wanted the Samaritan to understand that worshipping God is in spirit and truth as God is 
Spirit. Jesus want to emphasize that worshiping God is not restricted to place, posture or rituals, it is 
a worship from the heart and spirit. 11 
 
v25 - v26 The woman said to him, “I know that Messiah is coming (he who is called Christ). 
When he comes, he will tell us all things.” Jesus said to her, “I who speak to you am he.” 
Qn: What did it mean when the Samaritan woman said that she knew about the coming of the 
Messiah called Christ? What did it imply about her understanding of Christ who will reveal all 
things? 
Ans: 
Although the Samaritan woman knew the coming of Messiah who is called Christ, she obviously 
did not recognize Jesus as the Messiah who was beside her.  However, she had the privilege of 
encountering Jesus and connected her knowledge that Jesus is the Messiah and the Messiah is Jesus 
when Jesus disclosed his Messianic identity to her by acknowledging who he was. 12 

 
11 Ibid, 157. 
12 Ibid, 158. 
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