
A Practical Approach to 
Biblical Contextualization
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How do we apply this model? 



biblical framework cultural themes

What cultural themes helps us 
explain the biblical idea? 
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cultural themes
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explain the biblical idea? 

biblical framework cultural themes



How should we explain…

biblical framework cultural themes

…the significance of the Law (circumcision, Sabbath, etc.)?
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How should we explain…

biblical framework cultural themes

the meaning of the “sin” and “faith”?
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What biblical idea helps us 
address a cultural issue? 

biblical framework cultural themes
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The Gospel 
Shapes 

Worldview



Creation “Standard” Holiness Purity

Covenant “Social” Harmony Promises

Kingdom “Sovereign” Hierarchy Power

Gospel 
Themes An Honor-Shame Perspective



Biblical  
Implications

Creation



The Creator is the world’s only God.

The Creator is King

The Creator-God created all nations.

He is our Father of all nations.

God’s human family consists of all nations



He provides all of our needs.

He deterDines how the world works.

God gives life and honor.  Therefore,  
human death and shame are not God’s desire.

The Creator-God deserGes all praise, loyaltH, and love.



CultIral  
Implications

Creation



All other so-called “gods” are false gods

We must not worship created things, i.e. idols.

When people worship these so-called “gods”, 
they worship demons (not tNIe gods)

Created things (like demons, spirits) have limited power.

God can overcome evil in his creation.

God wants the entire world to be 
His sacred space, His “Temple.”



All nations are equal before God.

Sin disrIpts harDony and 
relationships in the world.

“In people’s worldview, what is the  
assumed problem with the world?”

All humans should be humble.



Practical



Call to repentance

Cost

How do people exTress repentance?

In the local cultIre, what are  
the costs of following Christ?

What biblical promises help people  
to be willing to pay the cost?



PuritH



God purifies His people of shamefIl impuritH

The Bible also calls God’s people “a Temple.”

God’s gNants us His Holy Spirit

We should not think buildings  
– like physical Temples.

All of life should be reckoned worship



Believers have a calling.  
They forD a royal priesthood

Our pure manner of life  
should reflect God’s presence

All believers have responsibilitH

Protect God’s sacred space.  
Resist all evil and all shamefIl evil.



In the local cultIre, how do people  
use “holiness” or “puritH” langIage?

What places, activities, and people 
are regarded as “holy.”

How do people misunderstand  
the standard for holiness?



In the church, what behaviors make the church 
look impure?

How might we use this this “puritH” and 
“holiness” theme to preach the gospel, 
communicate biblical tNIth, and tNain the 
church?



Biblical  
Implications

Covenant



Covenants primarily  
concerZ relationships.

allegiance, faithfIlness, and loyaltH

promises & obligations
death and life

collective identitH

sigZs & tNaditions

Biblical  
Implications



 

1. How do people define “insiders” and “outsiders”?

2. How do people become “insiders” or “outsiders”?

3. How do people prioritize social relationships?

CultIral  
Implications

IdentitH



CultIral 
Implications

4. Who do people want to please? approval? acceptance?

5. With whom do people identifH?

6. In the gNoup, what are its common, uniting values?

7. How do people exTress loyaltH?



CultIral 
Implications

8. BoundarH markers? (Circumcision? Holidays? RitIals?)

9. How do people exTress their historH, values,  
and hierarchy?

10. According to local cultIre, what is the best way to 
solve the world’s main problems? sense of 
purTose and mission?

Tradition





Biblical 
Implications

Kingdom



The one tNIe Creator God is the 
world’s King of Kings

God commands our allegiance  
to Him. We owe God honor.

God through Jesus  
defeats His enemies

In Christ, God demonstNate and commands 
counter-cultIral authoritH

Human authorities  
are subordinate to God

IdolatNH is regarded  
as tNeason



CultIral 
Implications

Kingdom



1. In contexh, who has authoritH?  

ForDal? (In)forDal? 

The most abilitH to influence?



2. What do authorities require? How do  
people exTress loyaltH to leaders?

3. How do people decide social hierarchy? 
(based on what?)  Economics? EthnicitH? 
Education? Age? Gender? Others?



4. How do people use power?

5. What are syDbols of power? (flag? staff ?  
clothing? etc.)





Honor and shame are intrinsic to gospel



Creation 
(Reorients Purity/Holiness) 

Covenant 
(Promises Harmony) 

Kingdom 
(Redefines Power and Hierarchy) 



Purity

CREATION



Harmony 

COVENANT



Sovereign

Kingdom 



Creation Sanctuary Holiness Purity

Covenant Salvation Harmony Promises

Kingdom Sovereignty Hierarchy Power

Biblical Themes Honor-Shame Cultures
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measuring “success” 

in contextualization





decrease false professions & easy-believism 

decrease confusion 

decrease syncretism





increases clarity & meaning 

increases motivation to obey

increases longevity or endurance of faith

increases character fruit





successful 


contextualization 


makes disciples

A biblically faithful and 

culturally meaningful Witness 





clarity

conviction

character

calling

community



Listening? 


 Are people paying attention?

Longevity? 


How does attrition affect churches?
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