A Practical Approach to
Biblical Contextualization
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ow do we apply this model?



biblical framework cultural themes

What cultural themes helps us
explain the biblical idea?
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What cultural themes helps us
explain the biblical idea?
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biblical framework cultural themes

What cultural themes helps us
explain the biblical idea?



biblical framework cultural themes

How should we explain...

...the significance of the Law (circumcision, Sabbath, etc.)?



biblical framework cultural themes

creation

light & darkness

*“dividing water”

life & death

' land image of God
all nations

resurrection
blessing temple love
& curse dolati
offspring R/
Abraham exodus

» 0 Jl("i'( o
promise sacrifice “son of God” ACLO Xy

faithful Law redemption:
Iord

“Christ” Davi
ovenant adoption Kingdom
justificatio and

...the significance of the Law (circumcision, Sabbath, etc.)?



biblical framework cultural themes

harmony

creation llyl
light & darkness ‘ . (ritu al)
“dividing water” } yll’l yan g
life & death 1 llfe & death

o b2
. land image of God
all nations

blessing temple love FEEEOn . idOlatl'y
& curse famlly

offspring idolaggy

Abraham exodus 4 face de.lllorfs .&
promise « » VACTOXS eVll Spll‘ltS

sacrifice

faithful 1o L ethnicity

“Christ”

identity COTTI O S erors

covenant adoption
justification;

niaiipiety
chayrman
collectivism loyalty
patriotsm

ancestors
csonmotdreavent

...the significance of the Law ( crcumcision, Sabbth, etc.)?



biblical framework cultural themes

How should we explain...

the meaning of “son of God”?
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biblical framework cultural themes

How should we explain...

the meaning of the “sin” and “faith”?
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biblical framework cultural themes

How should we explain...

the Abrahamic covenant?
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biblical framework cultural themes

What biblical idea helps us
address a cultural issue?



biblical framework cultural themes

How should we explain...

the significance of ethnocentrism?
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biblical framework cultural themes

How should we explain...

the excesses of filial piety?
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biblical framework cultural themes

How should we address. ..

the i1ssue of “seeking face”?
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biblical framework cultural themes

How should we address. ..

spirit worship?
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Gospel An Honor-Shame Perspective

Themes
Creation “Standard” Holiness
Covenant “Social” Harmony Promises

Kingdom “Sovereign” Hierarchy Power
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- The Creator is theworld’s only God. =~ =~ .=

. The Creatoris Kitg«= -~
The Creator-God created all nations.
* He is our Father of all nations. -

God’s human family consists of all nations




- Heprovides all of ourneeds.

He determines-how: the world wovks ‘_

"“\

GOO[ g [ves lfe and l’lOVLOV Theref ore,

lftuman dea’ch and Shame are not GOdS des ure

The Creator-God d-eserves all praise [oyalty, and love.
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All other so—éalléd ﬁ‘.‘deS"" afre falsé: 'gbd_s :

We must not worshqo created ‘chmgs Le. Ldol

Wlften people wovshqo these SO- caUed gods
they wovshqo demons (not ‘cme gods)

Created things (like de’hions,; sp"wits)\ have 'liMited powem

God can overcome evil in his creation.

God wants the entireworld to be

- His sacred space, His “Temp le.”
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'Sindis:mp‘cs harmony:~ahd~ s
Vela‘cionships in theworld.

“In peop le’s worldview; what isthe
| assumed.prololem ._with the world?”
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Covenant

Biblical

]mplicaﬁons




Biblical

Covenants prlmarlly ]mp llC ations
concern relations lnqos.

allegiance, faithfulness, and loyally

promises & olollgaﬁons

death and llfe

collective lolenll’cy
signs & traditions




Cultural

]mplicaﬁons
]denﬂty

1. How do peop le deﬁne “insiders” and “outsiders”?
2. How do peop le become “insiders” or “outsiders”?

3. How do people prioritize social Velaﬁonships?




Cultural
]mplicaﬁons

4. Who do people want to please? approval? acceptance?
5. With whom do people identify?
6. In the group, what are its common, uniting values?

7. How do people express loyalty?




Cultural

]mplicaﬁons
Tradition

8. Boundary markers? (Circumcision? Holidays? Rituals?)

9. How do peop le exress their history, values,
and hieravchy?

10. According to local culture, what is the best way to
solve the world’s main pmblems? sense of
PUrpose and mission?
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Honor and shame are intrinsic to gospel



Creation

(Reorients Purity/Holiness)

Covenant
(Promises Harmony)

Kingdom
(Redefines Power and Hierarchy)
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Biblical Themes

Honor-Shame Cultures
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Creation Sanctuary Holiness Purity
Covenant Salvation Harmony Promises
Kingdom Sovereignty Hierarchy Power




MEASURING “SUCCESS”
IN CONTEXTUALIZATION







decrease false professions & easy-believism

decrease confusion

decrease syncretism







increases clarity & meaning
increases motivation to obey

increases longevity or endurance of faith

increases character fruit






SUCCESSFUL
CONTEXTUALIZATION
MAKES DISCIPLES

A BIBLICALLY FAITHFUL AND
CULTURALLY MEANINGFUL WITNESS







clarity

conviction

character

calling

community




LISTENING?

ARE PEOPLE PAYING ATTENTION?

LONGEVITY?

HOW DOES ATTRITION AFFECT CHURCHES?
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The B‘.b\e’s Gvand S-Eor\j deteyrimines
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Grod nspived emphasis



Johw 9q:(-l0:5



Jobw 4:1-10:5

20 His parents answered, “We know that this is our son and
that he was born blind. 2" But how he now sees we do not
know, nor do we know who opened his eyes. Ask him; he
Is of age. He will speak for himself.” 22 (His parents said
these things because they feared the Jews, for the Jews
had already agreed that if anyone should confess Jesus to
be Christ, he was to be put out of the synagogue.)

23 Therefore his parents said, “He is of age; ask him.”



Jobw 4:1-10:5

934 They answered him, “You were born in utter sin, and
would you teach us?” And they cast him out.

10:2But he who enters by the door is the shepherd of the
sheep. 3 To him the gatekeeper opens. The sheep hear his
voice, and he calls his own sheep by name and leads them
out. *When he has brought out all his own, he goes before
them, and the sheep follow him, for they know his voice. > A
stranger they will not follow, but they will flee from him, for
they do not know the voice of strangers.”




Jolw 6’ |Z

637 All that the Father gives me will come to me, and whoever
comes to me | will never cast out.

1231 Now is the judgment of this world; now will the ruler of this
world be cast out. 32 And |, when | am lifted up from the earth,
will draw all people to myself.” 33 He said this to show by what
kind of death he was going to die.

1242 Nevertheless, many even of the authorities believed in him,
but for fear of the Pharisees they did not confess it, so that they
would not be put out of the synagogue; 43 for they loved the
glory that comes from man more than the glory that comes
from God.



Jobw 16:2

1814 have said all these things to you to keep you from
falling away. 2 They will put you out of the synagogues.
Indeed, the hour is coming when whoever kills you will
think he is offering service to God.
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Abraham?
Israel?
Moses?

David?




Ancient : Modern

Israel o Gentiles




Foundational Story
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biblically faithful

culturally meaningful
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