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Introduction

This is a basic guide to diagramming Greek sentences. Some of these different
constructions may be unfamiliar to you (i.e., those of you who are in your first or second
semester), though many will have been introduced to you through either your beginning
grammar, class discussion, class handout or syntax book. Little attempt is made in the
following to explain the meaning of the different constructions. If you do not understand
a construction, either ask a tutor, a professor, a local Koine-speaking inhabitant or live in
denial.

This document has since its original creation been expanded and included in
KoineWorks Diagramming by Lexel Software. For more information visit
www.lexelsoftware.com.
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Subject and Verb

The most basic elements of a Greek sentence are the subject and the verb. These
two elements will be contained in every Greek sentence (though the subject may be
imbedded in the verb, and thus unexpressed). The subject and the verb are put in the
following places on the diagram:

Subject ! Verb

or, for an example in Greek,

0 avBpwIoC ! AOAEL

The horizontal line that the subject and verb are sitting on is called the base line.
In this example, you can also see that the subject is separated by a vertical line that runs
through the base line. This line is called a predicate marker. This marker is used to
clearly separate the subject from the verb.

All of the other elements of the Greek sentence are built around this basic
nucleus. Even when the subject of the verb is left unexpressed (which is quite often), it is
generally best to include it on the diagram for clarity's sake. The diagrammer can either
check the context and find the subject, or can simply put an "X" on the diagram in the
place of where the subject would be. In either case, the supplied subject should be put in
parentheses. For example:

AOAEL.
He is speaking

X) | AOAEL or (TOC) AQAEL

In both cases it is clear that the subject is implicit in the verb. This should make your
diagram look neater and should help cut down on possible confusion.
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Objects and Complements

There are two other elements that will be placed on the base line along with the
subject and verb. These elements are the object and the complement.

The object, or more precisely, the direct object, is placed after the verb on the
base line and is separated from the verb with a vertical line that runs to the base line but
not through it. This line is called the object marker.

0 OvBPWTOg AAEL TOV AOYOV.
The man is speaking the word.

0 avOpwIoC | AOAEL TOV_AOYOV

The predicate nominative, one type of complement, is placed after a linking verb
and is separated from it by a line that slants backward towards the beginning of the
sentence. This line also does not run through the base line. This line is called the
complement marker. In this example, the verb is followed by a predicate adjective, one
type of complement (the predicate nominative would also be diagrammed in this
manner).

0 OVOPWTOG €0TLV LOKOUPLOC.
The man is blessed.

<

£0TLV QKOO0

Two other constructions that occur fairly frequently need to be noted. These
constructions are the double accusatives of object-complement and the double
accusatives of person-thing (see Wallace, GGBB, 181-9).

The object-complement construction uses both the object marker and complement
marker from above. The object comes first after the verb and is separated from it by the
object marker. The complement comes after the object and is separated from it by the
complement marker.

OVKETL AEYw Duag dovAovg (John 15:15)
no longer do I call you [obj] servants [comp]

X) | Asvo | VUOC dovAoug
OVKETL
(Adverbs like OUKETL are diagrammed

under the element they modify. This will
be discussed below)
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The other double accusative construction, the person-thing construction, is
diagrammed in a similar way, but with one significant change. Like before, the first
direct object will come immediately after the verb and be separated with the object
marker. The second object, the "thing" in the person-thing construction will come after
the first object and be separated from it by two vertical lines that come down to the base
line. This is called the double accusative marker.

gkelvog vuog didatel mavto (John 14:26)
he will teach you [p] all things [th]

EKELVOC ! 3180l |13u&c || TAVTIOL

Adverbs, Attributive Adjectives and Prepositional
Phrases

Adverbs, adjectives and prepositional phrases are all diagrammed below the base
line under the element that they modify. Adjectives may appear on the base line (when
they are predicate adjectives or when they are the complements in an object complement
construction), though most often they will appear below the base line.

All of these elements are on a line just below the base line. The modifying
element is connected to the element that it modifies by a line that slants upward from the
left to the right.

Adverbs are generally diagrammed directly under a verbal element in a sentence
(this could be either a finite verb, participle or infinitive). For example:

The man speaks clearly.
0 ovBpPWTOg AOAEL HOVEPRG.

2 gocveg;(bg

Adjectives are diagrammed in a similar way. For example:

0 GyaB0g Gy YeEROG EAVGEV TOV OLKOV.
The good angel destroyed the house.

0 Oy YEAOG EAVOEV TOV_OLKOV
oya®oc
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Prepositional phrases are diagrammed with similar characteristics, though with
one significant change. On the line below the base line, the preposition and its object are
separated by an object marker (like direct objects above).

aVTOC. . .Bamtioel VUOG €v mvevportt oylw. (Mark 1:8)
he shall baptize you with the Holy Spirit.

o0TOC ! Bamtioet VUOC
ev | mvevuott
oYW

Genitives and Datives

Most genitives and datives' are diagrammed like adverbs and attributive
adjectives. They are on a shelf below the base line and connected to it with a line that
slants upwards from the left to the right. For example:

OV S0vAov 1oV apytepewe (Matt 26:51)
the slave of the high priest.

TOV §OVAOV

TOV OPYLEPEWC

Dative indirect objects are also diagrammed under the base line; more
specifically, they are diagrammed directly under the verbal element. It is diagrammed
like the genitive above, though the horizontal line is extended slightly beyond the line
that connects it with the base line. For example:

EBakev TOV AMBov adTw.
He threw the stone to him.

Z oI

Appositional Constructions

" The main exceptions would be genitives and datives that are in simple apposition (see next section).
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When a word is in simple apposition, it is connected to the word to which it is in
apposition by an equal sign (=). This signifies that the appositional noun is making some
assertion about the noun it modifies. All cases occur in appositional constructions.

aDTOg £0TLY M KEGOAT TOD owuortog, Tng ekkinotog (Col 1:18)
he is the head of the body, the church.

o0TOC ! £0TLV 1N KeEHGOAN

100 OWUTOC = TN EKKANOIOG

Sometimes whole phrases are set in apposition to a word. In this case the whole
phrase is put in brackets and connected to the word to which it is in apposition by an
equal sign.

The above example shows how to diagram words that are in simple apposition to
other words. However, the genitive in apposition (as opposed to the genitive in simple
apposition) is diagrammed differently, being diagramed as most genitives, under the
element that it modifies.

Participles

The participle, being a very versatile part of speech, is diagrammed a number of
different ways.

Adjectival participles in the attributive position are diagrammed below the base
line under the substantive that they modify. The participle's line is connected to the base
line by a vertical line.

70 Vdwp 10 Lwv (John 4:11)
the living water

10 LV

Adjectival participles that are in the predicate position are diagrammed on a
standard on the base line in the position that a regular adjective in the predicate position
would normally be placed.

Cov 0 Aoyog t0v Beov (Heb 4:12)
the word of God is living

lwv
0 AOYOC ! X) \

700 B0V
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Adverbial participles are diagrammed like the attributive adjectival participle
above, except that they will be connected to a verb.

E0VTOV £KEVWOEY Lopdny doviov AoBwv (Phil 2:7)
he emptied himself by taking on the form of a servant.

x| bt . .
oBwv opdNV
S30VA0V

Though adverbial and adjectival participles are diagrammed in a similar way,
substantival participles are diagrammed somewhat differently. Substantival participles
and all their modifiers are put on a standard above the place that the participle would
stand on the base line. For example, when the substantival participle is functioning as the
subject of the sentence, it is put on a standard above the subject position on the base line.
For example:

Moo ot GoryovIeC Tovg dpToug TevTakioyiitot dvdpeg (Mark 6:44)
those who ate the loves were five thousand men.

ol doryovtec | TOVC

! noov ovdpec
TEVIOKIOYIALOL

However, if the substantival participle is functioning as a regular genitive or dative
substantive, then it is diagrammed on a standard above the place where any typical
genitive would be found. For example:

T0070...£0T1V T0 BeAnua oD menwovtog pe (John 6:39)
this is the will of the one who sent me.

10010 ! £0TLV 10 OEANUIQ
TOV MEUWOVTO £
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If the substantival participle is functioning as the object of a preposition, then the
standard will stand in the place where a normal object of a preposition would stand. If
the substantival participle is functioning as the direct object, the standard would stand
after the object marker on the base line.

Infinitives

Infinitives can function both in an adverbial fashion and as substantives.
Infinitives that function adverbially are diagrammed like adverbial participles, under the
verb they modify and connected by a vertical line. However, before the infinitive, two
vertical lines run through the line it sits on. This is the infinitive marker. For example:

...o0K MABov korraddoot Tov vopov (Matt 5:17)
I did not come to destroy the law.

(X) ! 80y
0VK

” kotodAdoon | Tov véuov

The substantival infinitive is diagrammed like a substantival participle, except
that it has an infinitive marker. For example:

€3etL...a0T0v 1EpyecBon dio g Towoptog (John 4:4)
For him to pass through Samaria was necessary

Conjunctions

Conjunctions are used to connect words. Conjunctions serve a variety of different
functions and many of these are diagrammed differently.

Some conjunctions coordinate nouns, verbs, participles, whole clauses and other
things. There are a number of conjunctions used in this way, such as kot and 8¢. Other



Basic Greek Diagramming
Pg. 11

conjunctions contrast two clauses, nouns, verbs, etc. For example, 8¢ and aAAc are used
in this manner. When two items are connected, they are joined by a dotted line with the
conjunction being placed on that line.

o0k MABoV KoraAdoot, dAAG TAnp®ooat (Matt 5:17)
I did not come to destroy, but to fulfill [the Law]

(X) | nABov

0VK KoToAoo

YAAOL

R
ool

X) l (ABov)

TANPWOoOL

Some conjunctions function adverbially and usually introduce subordinate
clauses. Examples of conjunctions that function in this way are 1vo, Onwg and Wote.

TOTO AEYW vor Vuelg owdnte (John 5:34)
I say these things in order that you might be saved.

X) AEYW TODTO

wo

DUELC | cwlnte

Other conjunctions can function substantivally. Both ott and ivo are used
commonly in this manner. In the cases where the conjunction is functioning as a content
conjunction, the clause will take the place of a substantive somewhere in the sentence.

€180TEC OTL OO KVPLOV ATMOANUWYESHE TNV GVINTOS001V TN KATPOVOULOC.

(Col 3:24)
knowing that from the Lord you will receive the reward of the inheritance.

5o , ~ ,
o | KUO1OD

OoTl

N
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Sometimes these conjunctions can function epexegetically (adjectivally). In such
cases the conjunction and clause that follows is diagrammed directly below the noun or
adjective that is being modified.

0D 1KOWOC €L VoL DTIO TNV oTEYMY Lov eloeldTc (Luke 7:6)
I am not worthy that you should enter under my roof.

X) | £l UKOVOC
oV g
o
X) leioéxeﬁc
Vo | 1y otéyny

Uov

Relative Clauses

Relative clauses are diagrammed according to the same rules that govern the
diagramming of any independent or dependent clause. Subjects, verbs, direct objects,
etc., go in the same place as they do in regular clauses. What differentiates the
diagramming of the relative clause is that it contains a relative pronoun that will have its
own function as a subject or object, etc., in its clause. It is connected to its antecedent in
the main clause by a dotted line.

OV YO OmESTENEY O B0 ToL priuoctor ToV Be0b Aakel. (John 3:34)
For the one whom God sent speaks the words of God.

MoAdl | 1o puoto

(X)

~

~ 700 Be00
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Grammatically Independent and Other Constructions

Grammatically independent constructions are those that do not have any direct
syntactical connection to the rest of the sentence. They are semantically connected to the
idea of the clause though grammatically they have no connection. There are several
different kinds of grammatically independent constructions.

The pendent nominative is one of these. Since the pendent nominative
construction is not syntactically related to the rest of its sentence, it is separated from the
sentence in which it occurs and is put in brackets. This bracketed construction is then
connected to the main verb by a dotted line. The parenthetic nominative is diagrammed
in a similar way.

0 Vik@Vv Totmow avtov atviov (Rev 3:12)
the one who overcomes, I will make him a pillar

(X)| TONOoW | o)TOV oTOAOV
I

———|: 0 VIKQV :|

Genitive absolute constructions, which contain a genitive participle, are
diagrammed similar to the construction above.” When the construction contains other
words, like a subject (which will be in the genitive case as well) or an object, they are
coupled with the participle and not with the rest of the sentence.

----

Kot £KTopevoéVOD 0TOD €K TOD 1€poD AEYEL ODTQ €1C TV HOONTOY adTOD. ..
(Mark 13:1)
And while he was coming out of the temple, one of His disciples said to him...

KOl
Ko

£1¢g ! AEVEL

TV uoBnTwv QT

aDTOD
oVTOD ! £KCTTOPEVOUEVOU

€K |10 1ep0D

Vocatives are diagrammed above the sentence in which they occur, generally
above the verb, and are connected to the verb with a dotted line.

2 Nominative, dative and accusative absolute constructions are diagrammed in a similar manner.
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20 KT opYOG, KUPLE, TNV YNV E0gUEMWOC
You, Lord, established the earth in the beginning.

X)) | €BeueAloaC | v ynv

o' | Gioydic




