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49
Dating the Synoptic Gospels

MARK

MATTHEW LUKE

ASSUMPTION A:

Matthew and Luke used 

Mark as a source

View #1

Mark written in the 50s 

or early 60s

(1) Matthew written in 

late 50s or the 60s

(2) Luke written 59-63

View #2

Mark written 65-70

(1) Matthew written in 

the 70s

(2) Luke written in the 

70s

MARK MATTHEW LUKE

ASSUMPTION B:

Matthew and Luke did not use 

Mark as a source

View #1

Mark could have been written 

anytime between 50 and 70

View #2

Mark written 65-70

(1) Matthew written early 50s (see 

Matthew notes)

(2) Luke written 59-63 (see Luke 

notes)

Adapted from the NIV Study Bible, 1431

Taught in this class
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Indicators that

Matthew wrote

the First Gospel



78aExternal Indicator #1: 

Testimony of Eusebius (4th cent.)

"Among the four Gospels, which 

are the only indisputable ones in 

the Church of God under 

heaven, I have learned by 

tradition [from 2nd cent. Origen] 

that the first [Gospel] was 

written by Matthew, who was 

once a publican, but afterwards 

an apostle of Jesus Christ, and 

it was prepared for the converts 

from Judaism, and published in 

the Hebrew language."

(Eusebius, Eccl. 

Hist. 6.25.4 

quoting Origen of 

the 2nd century)



78aExternal Indicator #1: 

Testimony of Eusebius (4th cent.)

"The second is by Mark, who 

composed it according to the 

instructions of Peter, who in his 

Catholic [i.e., General] epistle 

acknowledges him as a son, 

saying, 'The church that is at 

Babylon elected together with 

you, saluteth you, and so doth 

Marcus, my son.' And the third 

by Luke, the Gospel 

commended by Paul, and 

composed for Gentile converts.  

Last of all that by John."

(Eusebius, Eccl. 

Hist. 6.25.4 

quoting Origen of 

the 2nd century)



78a
External Indicator #2: 

Papyrus from about AD 50

"The Magdalen fragment 

now appears to belong to a 

style of handwriting that 

was current in the first 

century BC and slowly 

petered out around the mid-

first century AD"
(Dr. Carsten Thiede)



External Indicator #3: 

Placement First in the NT
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Internal 

Indicator: 

Matthew 

Wrote to Jews

"Matthew also issued a written Gospel 

among the Hebrews in their own 

dialect, while Peter and Paul were 

preaching at Rome [AD 60-68], and 

laying the foundations of the Church. 

After their departure [post AD 68], 

Mark, the disciple and interpreter of 

Peter, did also hand down to us in 

writing what had been preached by 

Peter. Luke also, the companion of 

Paul, recorded in a book the Gospel 

preached by him [no date given]. 

Afterwards [post 68], John, the 

disciple of the Lord, who also had 

leaned upon His breast, did himself 

publish a Gospel during his residence 

at Ephesus in Asia."

Irenaeus 
AD 180

Against Heresies 3.1

78a



1st 

Cent.
AD 325

Clearing History

Matthew

Mark

Luke

John

Council of Nicaea

Individuals

X= Citation 

or allusion

O= Named 

as authentic
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Canons Translations

Acceptance of 

the Four 

Gospels 

Before Nicaea

Geisler & Nix, Introduction to the Bible (Chicago: Moody, 1968) 

Gospel of 

Thomas 

AD 50-140

Gospel of 

Judas 

AD 170?



"To the remotest part of the earth" (Acts 1:8)

Acts 9  13       14    15  16          18           21     27     28
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Council
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Spring 68
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NT Overview: I Put Matt First!
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The  New Testament          
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