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Christ's First Coming



Are you ready for his return?



Christ's Two Comings
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SECOND COMING
Laid in a manger Lands on a mountain

Came as a lamb Comes as the Lord

Lowly and poor Lavish and powerful

Died for His enemies Death to His enemies

Tempted by Satan Traps Satan in bottomless pit

Lived in a world of unrighteousness Leads the world in righteousness

Died for sins and rose again Directs and reigns

Ruth & Larry Moody; cited by Terry Hall, Bible Panorama, 117
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Coming
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as Golden Age 
of the Gospel
Tribulations
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Postmillennialism

Revelation 6–18 1920 21–22
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7 years
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Satan Bound
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Premillennialism
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signs

Rapture

Revelation 6–18 19 20 21–22
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Eschatology
eschatos

"last"
ology

"study of"
+

= study of the last things 
(future)



Two Stages of His Return



Two Stages of His Return

Rapture Revelation

Literal
Christ
Future

"Coming"
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Rapture of the Church

Tribulation
Millennium

The Main Tribulation Views
Second Coming 

with Church

Last Judgment

Eternity
1. Pretribulation

Rapture of the Church

Tribulation
Millennium

Second Coming 
with Church

Last Judgment

Eternity
2. Midtribulation

Rapture of the Church

Tribulation
Millennium

Second Coming 
with Church

Last Judgment

Eternity
3. Posttribulation
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Stages of the Second Coming 210

The Rapture The Revelation
1 Pretribulational (Rev. 3:10) Posttribulational (Rev. 19:11-21)

2 Christ will come in the air (1 
Thess. 4:16)

Christ will come to the earth, His 
feet touching the Mt. of Olives (Zech 
14:4)

3 A coming for  the saints (John 
14:1-2; 1 Thess. 4:15-17)

A coming with the saints (Matt. 
25:31; 1 Thess. 3:13; Rev. 19:14)

4 Saints (dead and alive) will be 
caught up ("raptured") from the 
earth to meet the Lord in the air 
and taken to heaven (1 Thess. 
4:16-17) 

Saints already on earth will remain 
on the earth (no Rapture) to be 
ushered into the Millennium (Acts 
15:16; Rev. 5:10; cf. Matt. 4:10; 
chap. 24)

5 Produces comfort and hope (1 
Thess. 4:18)

Produces fear and judgment (Matt. 
24:27-31; Luke 21:20-28; Rev. 4:15-
17)



Stages of the Second Coming
The Rapture The Revelation

6 Mystery truth revealed only in 
the New Testament age (1 Cor. 
15:51)

Central in OT prophecy but clarified 
in the NT (Jer. 30:7; Zech 14:1-3; 
Matt. 24:30; Col. 3:4)

7 Bodies of church saints 
glorified (1 Cor. 15:51-58; Phil. 
3:20-21) and brought to heaven 
for seven years (1 Thess. 4:17)

Bodies of tribulation saints left in 
mortal state to continue to live on 
the earth in the millennium (Matt. 
25:31-34)

8 Imminent, no signs needed (1 
Thess. 4:16)

Not imminent but preceded by 
spectacular signs in the heavens 
and on the earth (Matt. 24:29-31; 
Luke 21:25-28; Acts 2:19-21; Rev. 
1:7; chs. 6-19)

9 Primary purpose is deliverance 
of the saints from this world (1 
Thess. 1:10)

Primary purpose is judgment of 
unbelieving (Matt. 25:31-46)
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Stages of the Second Coming
The Rapture The Revelation

10 Invisible and private as only 
believers see Christ and since 
God sends a powerful delusion 
through the Antichrist (2 Thess. 
2:11)

Visible and public since "every eye 
shall see Him"  (Rev. 1:7)

11 Fulfills a promise to the Church 
where Jew-Gentile distinctions 
do not exist (1 Thess. 4:15; cf. 
John 14:1-3; Eph. 2:11-16)

Fulfills promises to Israel of 
covenants made in the Old 
Testament (Gen. 12:1-3; Ps. 89; Isa. 
11:11-14; cf. Rom. 11:26-27)

12 Evil begins to increase (2 
Thess. 2:1-12)

Evil is suppressed (2 Thess. 1:7; Ps. 
37:9-10)

13 Church removed (1 Thess. 4:13-
18)

Satan removed (Rev. 20:1-3)
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Stages of the Second Coming
The Rapture The Revelation

14 Christ shown as Head of the 
Church and all things (Eph. 
1:10, 22; 4:15; Col. 1:18; 2:10)

Christ vindicated as Messiah to 
Israel (Zech. 14:3-4; cf. Acts 1:6 with 
v. 11)

15 Judgment seat of Christ for 
believers (2 Cor. 5:10; 1 Cor. 
3:13)

Judgment of Israel and Gentiles 
(Ezek. 20:34-38; Matt. 25; Zech. 
14:4; cf. p. 160)

16 The Lord is at hand (Phil. 4:5) The kingdom is at hand (Matt. 
24:14)

17 Nature subsequently ruined 
(Rev. 6–16)

Nature subsequently restored 
(Rom. 8:19-22; Isa. 11:6-9; 35:9; 
65:25)
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The Rapture



Why should we look forward to 
the Rapture with expectancy?



Two Stages of His Return

Rapture Revelation



Why should we look forward to 
the Rapture with expectancy?

3 Reasons
1 Thessalonians 4:13-18



I. The Rapture helps 
us grieve with 

hope 
(1 Thess 4:13-14).



"And now, 
dear brothers 

and sisters, we 
want you to 

know what will 
happen to the 
believers who 
have died..." 
(4:13a NLT).



Know about the future destiny of 
believers who die (4:13a). 



Grief is hard



"Grief is the price we pay for love."
Queen Elizabeth II



Being informed about believers 
who have died will prevent us 
from hopeless grief (4:13b). 



"And now, dear 
brothers and 

sisters, we want 
you to know what 
will happen to the 

believers who have 
died so you will not 
grieve like people 

who have no hope" 
(4:13 NLT).



Should 
Christians 

grieve when a 
fellow believer 

dies?



Five Stages of Grief

Denial
Depression

Acceptance

Bargaining

AngerActive

Passive

Emotional 
Response

Time

Receive 
the "bad" 

news



"And now, dear 
brothers and 

sisters, we want 
you to know what 
will happen to the 

believers who have 
died so you will not 
grieve like people 

who have no hope" 
(4:13 NLT).



The Rapture



Christ's resurrection guarantees 
the believer's resurrection (4:14). 



"For since we believe 
that Jesus died and 

was raised to life 
again, we also believe 

that when Jesus 
returns, God will bring 

back with him the 
believers who have 

died" (4:14 NLT).



The Implictions



I. The Rapture helps 
us grieve with 

hope 
(1 Thess 4:13-14).



II. Christians who have died 
will meet Christ in the air 

before those living (4:15-17).



"We tell you this directly from the Lord: We 
who are still living when the Lord returns will 
not meet him ahead of those who have died" 

(1 Thess 4:15 NLT).



Some future day 
4 amazing events 

will happen without 
a moment's notice 

(4:16-17) 



Return
"For the Lord 

himself will come 
down from heaven 
with a commanding 

shout, with the voice 
of the archangel, and 
with the trumpet call 

of God" 
(1 Thess 4:16a NLT).



Christ's Commanding Shout



Voice of an Archangel



The Trumpet Call of God



Resurrection

"First, the 
Christians who 

have died will rise 
from their graves" 

(1 Thess 4:16b 
NLT).



“The dead in 
Christ will rise 

first” 
(1 Thess. 4:16b)



"caught up"—
not "disappear"

Rapture "Then, 
together with 
them, we who 
are still alive 

and remain on 
the earth will 

be caught up in 
the clouds to 
meet the Lord 

in the air" 
(1 Thess 4:17a 

NLT).



THE RAPTURE

From rapturo, "to catch up" (Latin)





Enoch



Christ 
Ascended



"I was caught up to the third heaven" 
(2 Cor 12:2 NLT)

THE SECOND HEAVEN
Starry Space

THE FIRST HEAVEN
The Atmosphere THE THIRD HEAVEN

God's Dwelling Place

THE THREE HEAVENS OF THE BIBLE



Rapture Chaos



Rapture Chaos



The Translation



Reunion
"Then we will be with the Lord forever" 

(1 Thess 4:17b NLT).



We will join him in the clouds



III. Christ’s return helps us 
encourage one another (4:18).



Why should we look forward to 
the Rapture with expectancy?



Main Idea

The Rapture 
gives hope and 
encouragement 

that he will 
come for you.



"I've got time..."



Behold, 
I COME 

QUICKLY

Rev 3:11



1 Thessalonians 5:2

"like a thief in the night"



How to live?

Charles R. Swindoll, Contagious Christiantiy, 47



Make sure that you have received 
the salvation God freely offers you 

(Titus 2:11 NLT). 

"For the grace of 
God has been 

revealed, bringing 
salvation to all 

people."

Charles R. Swindoll, Contagious Christiantiy, 47



Continue to resist a corrupt lifestyle  
(Titus 2:12a NLT). 

"And we are 
instructed to turn 

from godless 
living and sinful 

pleasures."

Charles R. Swindoll, Contagious Christiantiy, 47



Live in a sensible, godly manner   
(Titus 2:12b-13 NLT). 

"We should live in this evil world with 
wisdom, righteousness, and devotion to 
God,  13while we look forward with hope 
to that wonderful day when the glory of 
our great God and Savior, Jesus Christ, 

will be revealed."

Charles R. Swindoll, Contagious Christiantiy, 47



The faithful will reign with Christ



Black



Black
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