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The Eschatological Significance of the Sabbath
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Dispensations (Eph. 3:2)

Time before Paul's 
dispensation (Gentiles 

came through Israel 
under law)

Time of Paul's 
dispensation (Gentiles 

equal to Jews 
under grace)

"…you know 
God gave me 

the special 
responsibility 

of extending his 
grace to you 

Gentiles" 
(NLT)

"…you have 
heard of the 
stewardship 

of God's 
grace which 
was given to 
me for you" 

(NAU)

"administration" (NIV)
"dispensation" (KJV)
oivkonomi,a (Greek)

oi;koj (house) + no,moj (law)
"responsibility of 

management, management 
of a household, direction, 

office" (BDAG)



(5)
Mosaic
(2:15)

(1)
Pre-Fall

Dispensations in Ephesians

(6)
Church
(3:2, 9)

119d

(2)
Conscience

(3)
Government

(7)
Millennial
(1:9-10)

(4)
Patriarchal

PROGRESSIVE REVELATION

SALVATION BY GRACE THROUGH FAITH

ISRAEL  ≠   CHURCH

Adapted from Paul Benware, Understanding End Times Prophecy, 2d ed. (Chicago: Moody, 2006), 88



oivkonomi,a in the NT
180f

Luke 16:2
Luke 16:2

1 Cor. 9:17
1 Cor. 9:17

Eph. 1:10
Eph. 1:10

主人叫他来，对他说，我听见你
这事怎麽样呢。把你所经管的交
待明白。因你不能再作我的管家
。

我若甘心作
责任却已

要照所安排的，在日期
上地上一切所有的，都在基督里同
。



oivkonomi,a in the NT
180f

Eph. 3:2
Eph. 3:2

Eph. 3:9
Eph. 3:9

Col. 1:25 Col. 1:25

1 Tim. 1:4
1 Tim. 1:4

掠必你
分托付我，

又使众人都明白，
之神里的奥秘，是如何安排的。

我照神为你们所赐我的职分，作了教
会的执事，要把神的道理传得全备。

也不可听从荒渺无凭的
的家谱
在信上所立的章程。



Millennial Advocates by Century
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Is there a future for ethnic believing Israel?

Dispensational
Premillennialism

Israel 
has a 
future

Amillennialism & 
Postmillennialism

Israel 
has no 
future

Covenant
Premillennialism

Church 
is new 
Israel

Church 
& Israel 
distinct



History of Dispensationalism 
from 1830s to 1980s



Why Am I Premillennial?
124

• The best hermeneutic is a normal, literal, 
historical, and grammatical reading of a text



"But you can't take 
numbers literally in 

Revelation.  It's 
prophetic literature!"

Really?  Which text does not make 
sense if you understand the 

numbers in their normal sense?



Follow the normal sense unless it's nonsense
Principle #1:

4 Interpretive Principles

• 144,000 witnesses of Israel (7:4)
• 1000 years of saints' reign (20:4)

• 3½ days of death (11:9)
• 1260 days of prophesying (11:3)

• Euphrates dries up (16:12)

327



Revelation 16:12   
"The sixth angel poured 
out his bowl on the great 
river Euphrates, and its 
water was dried up to 
prepare the way for the 
kings from the East" (NIV).

100 commentaries

57 interpretations!

What happens when the normal 
use of language is not followed?

327, 393



Revelation 9:13-16 (NIV)
  
"The sixth angel sounded his 
trumpet, and I heard a voice 
coming from the horns of the 
golden altar that is before God.  
14It said to the sixth angel who had 
the trumpet, 'Release the four 
angels who are bound at the great 
river Euphrates.'  15And the four 
angels who had been kept ready 
for this very hour and day and 
month and year were released to 
kill a third of mankind.  16The 
number of the mounted troops 
was two hundred million. I heard 
their number."

200 million 
soldiers!

339



Follow the normal sense unless it's nonsense

4 Interpretive Principles

• Weights (Rev. 16:21)

• 144,000 witnesses of Israel (7:4)
• 1000 years of saints' reign (20:4)

• 3½ days of death (11:9)
• 1260 days of prophesying (11:3)

• Euphrates dries up (16:12)

Principle #1:

327



75-Pound 
Hailstones

Revelation 16:21 (Bowl #7)
  
There was a terrible hailstorm, and 
hailstones weighing seventy-five 
pounds fell from the sky onto the 
people below. They cursed God 
because of the terrible plague of 
the hailstorm.

The largest single hailstone ever recorded in 
the United States was 7" in diameter, 18.75" 
around, and weighed in at just under 1 pound. 
Imagine a large cantaloupe falling from the 
sky at nearly 100 miles per hour! That 
hailstone fell during a storm in Aurora, 
Nebraska. The heaviest hailstone in the U.S. 
was 1.67 pounds and fell in Coffeyville, 
Kansas in 1970.



Follow the normal sense unless it's nonsense

• 144,000 witnesses of Israel (7:4)
• 1000 years of saints' reign (20:4)

• 3½ days of death (11:9)
• 1260 days of prophesying (11:3)

• Euphrates dries up (16:12)

4 Interpretive Principles

• Weights (16:21) and lengths (21:16)
• The Number 7 (1:4, 12, 16, etc.) 

Principle #1:

327



Why Am I Premillennial?
124

• The best hermeneutic is a normal, literal, 
historical, and grammatical reading of a text

• Rev. 19 (Christ's return) is before Rev. 20 
(Christ's rule)



Four Views on Revelation 6–18

Preterist

Historicist
Book 

Written 
AD 95

Revelation 6–18 depicts which era?

Book 
Read 
Today

Futurist

Idealist

325 N, 326



Interpretive Views on Revelation
326

View & Advocates Millennial View Rev. 1–3 Rev. 4–19 Rev. 20–22
Idealist

Beale 
Hendriksen 

Hughes

Postmillennial 
(or 

Amillennial)

Historic 
Churches

Symbolic of the non-
historical conflict 

between good & evil

Victory of good 
over evil (Church 
over the world)

Preterist
Sweete
Ellicott
DeMar

Apocalyptic Historic 
Churches

Symbolic of Events in 
First Century 

(Nero, Mt. Vesuvius 
eruption)

Symbolic of 
heaven and 

victory

Historicist
Luther

Newton
Elliott Amillennial (or 

Postmillennial)
Historic 

Churches

Symbolic of events in 
the Church Age 

(fall of Rome, rise of 
Islam & Catholics, 
Reformation, etc.)

Present age 
(amil) or future 

millennium 
(postmil), 
general 

judgment, 
heaven

Futurist
Thomas

Walvoord
Ryrie
Ladd

Premillennial

Historic 
Churches 
&/or seven 
stages of 
church 
history

Future Tribulation 
judgments on 

apostate church and 
Antichrist, return of 

Christ

Future 
millennium, 
judgment, 

heaven



Revelation 1:19 "Therefore write the 
things which you have seen, and the 

things which are, and the things which 
will take place after these things" 

(NAU).

Follow 
Revelation's 
inspired outline

have seen are will take place

338



R
evelation
Sovereignty of Christ in Future Victory

Sovereignty 
in His Person

Sovereignty 
over Churches

Sovereignty 
in End-Time Events

Chapter 1 Chapters 2–3 Chapters 4–22

"What you have 
seen" (1:19a)

"What is now"
(1:19b)

"What will take place later"
(1:19c)

Past Present Future

Christ 
Unveiled

Churches 
Unveiled

Consummation 
Unveiled

God on Earth God's Ambassadors 
on Earth

Hell on Earth to 
Heaven on Earth

The Judge The Assignments The Judgments & Rewards

Subject
1:1-3

Worship 
of Trinity

1:4-8

Glorified 
Christ
1:9-20

Seven Churches of Asia:
Ephesus
Smyrna

Pergamum
Thyatira
Sardis

Philadelphia
Laodicea

Tribulation
4:1–19:10

Second 
Coming
19:11-21

Millennium
20

Eternal 
State

21:1–22:5

Closing: 
Imminency

22:6-21

AD 95

318, 324 M



Rapture
3:10

Church 
Age

Chronology of Revelation

"What you 
have seen"

(1:19a)
Rev. 1

"What is 
now"

(1:19b)
Rev. 2–3

"What will 
take place later"

(1:19c)
Rev. 4–22

Vision of 
Christ

Second Half

Tribulation
4:1 – 19:10

Second 
Coming

Millennium

Eternal 
State

Great 
White 

Throne 
Judgment

333

Copyright 1989 Rick Griffith
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Why Am I Premillennial?
124-125

1. The best hermeneutic is a normal, literal, 
historical, and grammatical reading of a text

2. Rev. 19 (Christ's return) is before Rev. 20 
(Christ's rule)

3. Natural way to see the 1000 years (20:1-6)



Revelation 20:4-6 Diagrammed

5bThis is the first 
resurrection. 6aBlessed 
and holy is the one 
who has a part in the 
first resurrection; over 
these the second death 
has no power…

5aThe rest of the dead 
did not come to life 
until the thousand 
years were 
completed.

6bbut they will be 
priests of God 
and of Christ and 
will reign with 
Him for a 
thousand years.

4aThen I saw thrones, and they sat on them, and 
judgment was given to them. And I saw the 
souls of those who had been beheaded because 
of their testimony of Jesus and because of the 
word of God, and those who had not worshiped 
the beast or his image, and had not received the 
mark on their forehead and on their hand…

4band they 
came to life 
and reigned 
with Christ for 
a thousand 
years.

1000 years

NTS 424



Church Age Tribulation Millennium

Rapture 2nd Advent

Battle of
Armageddon

Battle of 
Gog and Magog

Great
White

Throne

Pretribulational Premillennialism 160

"How awful that day will be!  None will be like it.  It will be a 
time of Jacob's trouble but he will be saved out of it" 

(Jer. 30:7)



Why Am I Premillennial?
124-125

1. The best hermeneutic is a normal, literal, 
historical, and grammatical reading of a text

2. Rev. 19 (Christ's return) is before Rev. 20 
(Christ's rule)

3. Natural way to see the 1000 years (20:1-6)
4. OT prophets saw a future period which is 

neither the present age nor heaven
–Animal kingdom tamed (Isa. 11:6-9)



6 And the wolf 
will dwell 
with the 

lamb, and the 
leopard will 

lie down with 
the young 

goat, and the 
calf and the 
young lion 

and the 
fatling 

together.

Isaiah 11:6-9
473a



6 And the wolf will dwell with the lamb, and the 
leopard will lie down with the young goat, and 
the calf and the young lion and the fatling 
together; and a little boy will lead them.

Isaiah 11:6-9
473a



7 Also the 
cow and the 
bear will 
graze, their 
young will 
lie down 
together, 
and the lion 
will eat 
straw like 
the ox.

Isaiah 11:6-9
473a



8 The nursing child will 
play by the hole of the 
cobra, and the weaned 
child will put his hand 
on the viper's den. 
9 They will not hurt or 
destroy in all My holy 
mountain, for the earth 
will be full of the 
knowledge of the LORD 
as the waters cover 
the sea. 

Isaiah 11:6-9
473a



Romans 8:19-21"The creation 
waits in eager 
expectation 
for the sons of 
God to be 
revealed. . . 
The creation 
itself will be 
liberated from 
its bondage to 
decay and 
brought into 
the glorious 
freedom of the 
children of 
God."



Romans 8:19-21"The creation 
waits in eager 
expectation 
for the sons of 
God to be 
revealed. . . 
The creation 
itself will be 
liberated from 
its bondage to 
decay and 
brought into 
the glorious 
freedom of the 
children of 
God."



Why Am I Premillennial?
126

1. The best hermeneutic is a normal, literal, 
historical, and grammatical reading of a text

2. Rev. 19 (Christ's return) is before Rev. 20 
(Christ's rule)

3. Natural way to see the 1000 years (20:1-6)
4. OT prophets saw a future period which is 

neither the present age nor heaven
– Animal kingdom tamed (Isa. 11:6-9)
– Long life but still death (Isa. 65:20)



Incredibly Long Life!

NIV Isaiah 65:20 "Never 
again will there be in 
[Jerusalem] an infant 

who lives but a few days, 
or an old man who does 
not live out his years; he 

who dies at a hundred 
will be thought a mere 
youth; he who fails to 

reach a hundred will be 
considered accursed."



Incredibly Long Life!

NLT Isaiah 65:20 "No 
longer will babies die when 

only a few days old. No 
longer will adults die 

before they have lived a full 
life. No longer will people 
be considered old at one 

hundred! Only sinners will 
die that young!"



Why Am I Premillennial?
126

1. The best hermeneutic is a normal, literal, 
historical, and grammatical reading of a text

2. Rev. 19 (Christ's return) is before Rev. 20 
(Christ's rule)

3. Natural way to see the 1000 years (20:1-6)
4. OT prophets saw a future period which is 

neither the present age nor heaven
–Animal kingdom tamed (Isa. 11:6-9)
–Long life but still death (Isa. 65:20)
–Yearly observances after Messiah's return 
(Zech. 14:15-17)



The Plundering

"Watch, for the day of the LORD is coming 
when your possessions will be plundered 

right in front of you!" 
(Zech. 14:1).



The Attack

"I will gather all the nations to fight against 
Jerusalem. The city will be taken, the houses looted, 

and the women raped. Half the population will be 
taken into captivity, and the rest will be left among 

the ruins of the city" (Zech. 14:2 NLT).



Church Age Tribulation
(Zech. 14:1-2)

Millennium
(Zech. 14:6-21)

Rapture
(1 Thess. 4:13-18)

2nd Advent
(Zech. 14:3-5)

Gog & Magog 
(Armageddon)

(Ezek. 38–39)

Gog and Magog 
Revisited

(Rev. 20:7-10)

A Dispensational Timeline
Great
White

Throne
(Rev. 20:11-14)
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Christ's Return

"Then the LORD will go out to fight 
against those nations, as he has fought 
in times past" 

(Zech. 14:3 NLT).



The Second Coming

"On that day, his feet will stand on the 
Mount of Olives east of Jerusalem" 

(Zech. 14:4).



656

Ezek. 8:4; 9:3; 10:4; 10:18-19; 11:23

Luke 19:37; 24:50; Acts 1:10

Acts 1:11; Zech. 14:4; Ezek. 43:1-5 The Spirit Leaves & 
Returns



The Second Coming
"On that day, his 
feet will stand on 

the Mount of 
Olives east of 
Jerusalem…" 
(Zech. 14:4a).



The Second Coming

"…And the Mount 
of Olives will split 
apart, making a 

wide valley running 
from east to west. 
Half the mountain 
will move toward 
the north and half 
toward the south" 
(Zech. 14:4b NLT).



The Second Coming"You will flee 
through this valley, 

for it will reach 
across to Azal. Yes, 
you will flee as you 

did from the 
earthquake in the 

days of King Uzziah 
of Judah. Then the 
LORD my God will 
come, and all his 

holy ones with him" 
(Zech. 14:5 NLT).



The Second Coming

"On that day the sources of 
light will no longer shine,  7yet 
there will be continuous day! 

Only the LORD knows how this 
could happen. There will be no 

normal day and night, for at 
evening time it will still be 
light" (Zech. 14:6-7 NLT).



Living Water!

"On that day life-giving waters will flow out from 
Jerusalem, half toward the Dead Sea and half toward 

the Mediterranean, flowing continuously in both 
summer and winter" (Zech. 14:8 NLT).



The Second Coming

"And the LORD will be king over all the earth. 
On that day there will be one LORD—
his name alone will be worshiped" 

(Zech. 14:9 NLT).



The Second Coming

"And the LORD will send 
a plague on all the 
nations that fought 
against Jerusalem. 

Their people will 
become like walking 
corpses, their flesh 

rotting away. Their eyes 
will rot in their sockets, 
and their tongues will 
rot in their mouths" 
(Zech. 14:12 NLT).



The Second Coming

"On that day they will 
be terrified, stricken by 

the LORD with great 
panic. They will fight 

their neighbors hand to 
hand.  14Judah, too, will 
be fighting at Jerusalem. 

The wealth of all the 
neighboring nations will 

be captured—great 
quantities of gold and 

silver and fine clothing" 
(Zech. 14:13-14 NLT).



The Second Coming

"This same plague will 
strike the horses, mules, 

camels, donkeys, and 
all the other animals in 

the enemy camps" 
(Zech. 14:15 NLT).



Church Age Tribulation
(Zech. 14:1-2)

Millennium
(Zech. 14:6-21)

Rapture
(1 Thess. 4:13-18)

2nd Advent
(Zech. 14:3-5)

Gog & Magog 
(Armageddon)

(Ezek. 38–39)

Gog and Magog 
Revisited

(Rev. 20:7-10)

A Dispensational Timeline
Great
White

Throne
(Rev. 20:11-14)

473



Millennial Worship

"In the end, the enemies of Jerusalem who 
survive the plague will go up to Jerusalem each 
year to worship the King... and to celebrate the 
Festival of Shelters. 17Any nation in the world that 
refuses to come to Jerusalem to worship the 
King... will have no rain. 18If the people of Egypt 
refuse to attend the festival, the Lord will punish 
them with the same plague that he sends on the 
other nations who refuse to go. 19Egypt and the 
other nations will all be punished if they don't go 
to celebrate the Festival of Shelters" 

(Zech. 14:16-19 NLT).



Millennial Holiness
20 "On that day even the harness 
bells of the horses will be inscribed 
with these words: Holy to the LORD. 
And the cooking pots in the Temple 
of the LORD will be as sacred as the 
basins used beside the altar. 
21 In fact, every cooking pot in 
Jerusalem and Judah will be holy to 
the LORD... All who come to worship 
will be free to use any of these pots 
to boil their sacrifices. And on that 
day there will no longer be traders 

[Heb. Canaanites] in the Temple of 
the LORD of Heaven's Armies." 

(Zech. 14:20-21 NLT)



Millennial Jerusalem

"The law will go out from Zion, 
the word of the LORD from Jerusalem”

— Isaiah 2:3

106



Rebuilding brings…



…a totally renewed earth!



Why Am I Dispensational?
126-127

5. The Church Age was unseen in the OT
6. Saints will reign on the earth (Rev. 5:10), 

not in heaven as amillennialists claim



The Government of the Millennium

“But as for Me, I have installed My King Upon Zion, My holy mountain. I 
will surely tell of the decree of the LORD: He said to Me, 'Thou art My Son, 
Today I have begotten Thee.  Ask of Me, and I will surely give the nations 
as Thine inheritance, and the very ends of the earth as Thy possession. 
Thou shalt break them with a rod of iron, Thou shalt shatter them like 
earthenware.’”  Psalms 2:6–9

“And Thou hast made them to be a kingdom and priests 
to our God; and they will reign upon the earth.” 

Revelation 5:10



Why Am I Dispensational?
126-127

5. The Church Age was unseen in the OT
6. Saints will reign on the earth (Rev. 5:10), 

not in heaven as amillennialists claim
7. The millennial is spoken of in clear terms 

numerous times (cf. "Outline of End-Time 
Events," 105-106).



Key Events of the Millennium



Why Am I Dispensational?
126-127

5. The Church Age was unseen in the OT
6. Saints will reign on the earth (Rev. 5:10), 

not in heaven as amillennialists claim
7. The millennial is spoken of in clear terms 

numerous times (cf. "Outline of End-Time 
Events," 105-106).

8. Dispensationalism best explains how the 
Abrahamic, Land, Davidic, and New 
Covenants will be fulfilled.



The Abrahamic Covenant & 
Its Fulfillment

21

Adapted from Max Anders, Dallas Theological Seminary, 1987

Promises

Abrahamic 
Covenant:

Genesis 12, 
15, 17, 22

Land Covenant:
Deut. 30

David 
Covenant:
2 Sam. 7

New 
Covenant:

Jer. 31

Fulfillment



Dr. Rick Griffith • BibleStudyDownloads.org

Noahic Covenant

Adam rules 
with God 

(Gen. 1:26, 
28; 2:19) 

Satan begins 
rule as god of 

this world 
(Gen. 3:15; 
2 Cor. 4:4)
Ab

ra
ha

m
ic

 C
ov

en
an

t Land Covenant

Davidic Covenant

New Covenant

Mosaic Covenant

God covenants with Abraham to 
reestablish man's rule via Israel 
as a "kingdom of priests" (Gen. 

12:1-3; Exod. 19:6)

Kingdom Teaching...

Fall of Man 
(Gen. 3)

Israel's failure to 
witness to nations as a 
kingdom of priests is 
judged via exile under 

foreign rule

Jeremiah 31:31-34 promises:
•Forgiveness
•Indwelling Spirit
•New heart, nature, mind
•Reunification of Israel and Judah
•No need for evangelism

2 Samuel 7:12-16 promises:
•Sons ("house" never wiped out)
•Kingdom (political dynasty)
•Throne (right to rule by descendants)
•Temple (son to build it)

Genesis 15:18 (cf. Deut. 30:1-10) promises:
•Land from Wadi of Egypt to Euphrates River (Isa. 27:12)
•Eternal possession of land (Gen. 17:8) after exile/restoration
•Whole world blessed via the land (Isa. 14:1-2)

Jesus extends 
His kingdom in 
mystery form to 

the Church 
(Matt. 13)

Israel rejects 
Messiah's offer of 

kingdom (Matt. 
12:41-42; 23:37-

39)

Christ subdues 
Israel's enemies 

and nation 
believes (Rom. 

11:26-27)

Israel judged for rejecting 
Messiah by dispersion away 

from land for 19 centuries 
(AD 70–AD 1948) but now 

partially restored (Ezek. 37:1-7)

Christ is Head over his 
Church, which is a 

spiritual temple (Eph. 
2:19-22; 2 Cor. 6:16)

Mosaic Law is replaced 
with first three elements 

of the New Covenant 
(Luke 22:20; 2 Cor. 3:6)

MESSIANIC     KINGDOM
Millennial      Eternal

Full 
restoration 

(Ezek. 37:8-28) 
Jerusalem 

world capital
(Isa. 2:1-5)

New 
Jerusalem
(Rev. 21–

22)

Christ 
reigns over 
the world 
(Isa. 11) 

with saints 
(Rev. 5:10; 

20:4-6)

Christ rules over 
everything with saints 

(Eph. 1:9-10; Rev. 
20:1-6; 22:5b)
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Christ 
hands 

kingdom 
over to 

Father (1  
 Cor. 15:24)

Scripture has a dual kingdom-covenant theme.  Israel's role from Abraham to Christ expands to include the Church (continuity) yet the Church never 
replaces the nation as the "new Israel" (discontinuity).  Israel will enjoy world prominence after trusting Christ at His second coming.
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All 5 
elements 
fulfilled in 
national 

restoration 
(Zech. 8)

All 
things 
made 
new! 
(Rev. 
21:5)

Temporary (Gal. 3:19) and conditional (Deut. 28) to reveal sin (Rom. 7:7) 
and regulate Israel (Gal. 3:23-25)

The Law was fulfilled and replaced at 
the cross (Rom. 7:1-6;

1 Cor. 9:19-21; Heb. 8:13)

Genesis 6:18; 9:8-17

Kingdom & Covenants Timeline CH-34a
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SA-19
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Why Am I Dispensational?
129

5. The Church Age was unseen in the OT
6. Saints will reign on the earth (Rev. 5:10), 

not in heaven as amillennialists claim
7. The millennial is spoken of in clear terms 

numerous times (cf. "Outline of End-Time 
Events," 105-106).

8. Dispensationalism best explains how the 
Abrahamic, Land, Davidic, and New 
Covenants will be fulfilled.

9. The Church and Israel are continually 
distinguished in Scripture.



The "New Israel" View
 of Covenant Premillennialism

129

±The church is spiritual Israel. Ladd says that Paul 
"applies prophecies to the church which in their Old 
Testament setting belong to literal Israel; he calls the 
church sons, the seeds of Abraham.  He calls believers 
the true circumcision.  It is difficult to avoid the 
conclusion that Paul sees the church as spiritual 
Israel" (The Meaning of the Millennium, 25).

±The dispensational conception of millennial sacrifices 
contradicts Hebrews 8:8-13.  Ladd claims that 
Hebrews 8 refutes dispensationalism because it 
"affirms that the new covenant in Christ has displaced 
the Old Testament cult which is therefore doomed to 
pass away" (ibid., 26-27).



Why Distinguish Israel & the Church?
(Reasons I don't call the Church the "new Israel")

129

Illustration and fulfillment are not the same.  
Hoyt  (ibid., 42-43) responds to Ladd's claim: "In 
passage after passage Ladd insists that the New 
Testament is interpreting the Old when the New 
Testament is simply applying a principle found in the 
Old Testament (Hos. 11:1 with Mt. 2:15; Hos. 1:10; 
2:23 with Rom. 9:24-26).  Rushing to the conclusion 
that these references identify the church and Israel 
as the same body of the saved is wholly 
gratuitous…"



Why Distinguish Israel & the Church?
(Reasons I don't call the Church the "new Israel")

129

1. They can be either theocratic or memorial 
sacrifices looking back to the death of Christ.

2. How else other than literally can one best 
approach nine chapters describing a temple with 
boundaries and many other specifics?

3. No temple has even remotely resembled Ezekiel's, 
so his must be a future temple.

4. See Eschatology pages 138-140 for elaboration.

Millennial sacrifices are not problematic



Question: Israel & the Church: 
Discontinuity or Continuity?

Answer: Both!
(See NTS pages 131-131a)



Why Distinguish Israel & the Church?
(Reasons I don't call the Church the "new Israel")

132

1. Differences between Israel and the Church are 
numerous in Scripture (see p. 131)

2. The term "Israel" throughout Scripture always 
refers to the physical descendants of Jacob—
it never refers to the Church.

3. Luke contrasts the two in Acts 3:12; 4:8, 10; etc.
4. Paul (Rom. 9–11; 1 Cor. 10:32; Eph. 3:6)
5. John: 144,000 Jews (Rev. 7:1-8) v. Gentiles (7:9)
6. Matthew 1:21; 2:6; 19:28; 23:39
7. Early Church Fathers held to the 6000-year theory

Biblical writers kept them separate



"This cup is the new covenant in my 
blood" (Luke 22:20)

132

n Refers back to Jeremiah 31:31-34
n The new covenant replaces the old
n The Church participates in the 

covenant promised to Israel
n Never does Scripture say that the 

church replaces Israel since God has 
not rejected the nation (Rom. 11:1; cf. 
Jer. 31:35-37)



"How to Get 
Rid of the 

Jews"

35 This is what the LORD says, 
he who appoints the sun 
to shine by day, 
who decrees the moon and stars 
to shine by night, 
who stirs up the sea 
so that its waves roar— 
the LORD Almighty is his name: 
36 "Only if these decrees vanish 
from my sight," declares the LORD, 
"will the descendants of Israel ever cease 
to be a nation before me." 
37 This is what the LORD says: 
"Only if the heavens above can be measured 
and the foundations of the earth below be searched out 
will I reject all the descendants of Israel 
because of all they have done," 
declares the LORD (Jer. 31:35-37 NIV).



Contrasting Two Key Covenants 25a

Abrahamic Mosaic
Recipient 
(Date & 
Place)

Abraham as mediator for 
all nations in 2060 BC at 
Ur of the Chaldees

Moses as mediator for 
Israel in 1445 BC at 
Mount Sinai

Scripture Genesis 12:1-3 (but 
formalized into a 
covenant in Genesis 15)

Exodus 20–31 is the 
heart of the covenant

Between 
God &

A person (for a future 
nation)

A nation 

Scope Universal ("all peoples 
will be blessed through 
you")

Only Israel received 
the Law (Deut. 4:8; Ps. 
147:20)



Contrasting Two Key Covenants 25a

Abrahamic Mosaic
Promises Land, seed, and blessing 

(without indication of 
time of fulfillment)

Blessing for obedience 
and cursing for 
disobedience (Lev. 26; 
Deut. 28)

Conditions Unconditional: "I will…" Conditional: "If you 
will…then I will…"

Partici-
pation

Abraham asleep (Gen. 
15:17)

Israel agreed to obey 
(Exod. 19:8)

Analogy Father to son (royal 
grant)

Suzerain (superior 
king) to vassal (servant 
nation)



Contrasting Two Key Covenants 25a

Abrahamic Mosaic
Form Oral (no written 

stipulations)
Written on tablets of 
stone & Pentateuch

Emphasis Blessing over 
discipline/judgment
(five "blessings" in 
Gen. 12:1-3)

Judgment/discipline 
over blessing 
(contrast Deut. 28:1-14 
& 28:15-68)

Christology Ultimate seed (Gen. 
12:3)

Typified in tabernacle 
(Heb. 8–10)

Sign Circumcision (Gen. 
17:11)

Sabbath (Exod. 31:13, 
17)



Is There a 
Future for 
National 
Israel?

155u



Israel Church

Identity
Physical seed of Abraham 

(Gal. 6:12-16)
Spiritual seed of Abraham (Gal. 

3:7, 29)

Land 
Covenant

Still outstanding (Deut. 30:1-
10) but partly fulfilled since 

1948 (Ezek. 37:1-7)

No land promise (Palestinian 
Covenant) can be claimed by 

present believers

Law
Required to obey the law 

(Exod. 19–20)
Freedom from the law (Rom. 7; 

Gal. 3)

Duration
Abraham (Gen. 12:1-3) to 
eternity (Jer. 31:35-37)

Pentecost (Acts 2) to Rapture 
(1 Thess. 4:13-18) or even later 

(?)

Wrath
Experienced in Tribulation 

(Jer. 30:7)
Free from wrath (1 Thess. 5:9; 

Rev. 3:10)

Israel & the Church: Discontinuity 117



Israel Church

Faith Shown in offering sacrifices Shown in trusting Christ's 
sacrifice

Priesthood Has one: a special class by 
heredity Is one: all are priests (1 Pet. 2:5)

Activity

Set aside between 69th & 70th 
"Weeks" (Dan. 9:24-27)–a part of 
the "times of the Gentiles" (Luke 

21:24)

Between 69th & 70th "Weeks" 
the church is a mystery 

unforeseen in the OT (Eph. 3:1-9; 
Col. 1:26)

Qualifi-
cation

Ethnic–descendants of Abraham 
or Gentile proselytes who became 
Jews via circumcision as blessing 
is via Israel (1 Kings 8:41-43; Isa. 
2:2-3; 19:19-25; 49:6; 51:4; 56:6-8; 

Zech. 14:16-19)

Nonethnic–"Neither Jew nor 
Gentile" (Gal. 3:28) means a 

combination of Jews and Gentiles 
without need to become Jewish 
proselytes (Acts 15; Eph. 3:3, 6)

Israel & the Church: Discontinuity 117



Israel & the Church: Continuity 118

Israel Church

Abrahamic 
Covenant

Origin in Abraham as the 
father of the nation (Gen. 12:1-

3)

Believers today are grafted 
into this same covenant (Rom. 

11:17-21; cf. Gal. 3:29)

Davidic 
Covenant

Promise of a literal temple (2 
Sam. 7:13) fulfilled by 

Solomon (1 Kings)

Functions now as a spiritual 
temple (Eph. 2:19-22; 1 Pet. 

2:4-10)

New 
Covenant

Forgiveness of sins, indwelling 
Spirit, new heart, reunification of 
Israel and Judah, & knowledge of 

God everywhere (Jer. 31:31-34)

The first 3 aspects (forgiveness 
of sins, indwelling Spirit, new 

heart) true today in a progressive 
covenant fulfillment (Luke 22:20)

Law Required to obey the Mosaic 
law (Exod. 19–20)

Required to obey the "law of 
Christ" (Gal 6:2) or "law that 

gives freedom" (Jas 1:25; 
2:12)



Israel & the Church: Continuity 118

Israel Church

Salvation 
by

God's grace through faith 
(Gen. 15:6)

God's grace through faith 
(Rom. 4:3)

Basis of 
Salvation Sacrificial lamb Sacrificial Lamb

Spirit Filling on leaders Indwelling of all believers 
(Rom. 8:9)

Prophets Provided revelation of God's 
word

Foundation of the church 
(Eph. 2:20)



Israel & the Church: Continuity 118

Israel Church

Election Based on grace (Mal. 1:2) Based on grace (Eph. 1:4-6, 11)

Disobedience Led to God's discipline Leads to God's discipline 
(1 Cor. 11:30)

Leadership

Elders (Exod. 3:16, 18; 4:29, 
31;12:21;  Num. 11:16-17; Josh. 

24:31; 1 Sam. 15:30; 2 Sam. 17:4, 
15; 1 Kings 21:8, 11 and many 

other texts)

Elders (Acts 11:30; 14:23-24; 
15:1-6; 16:4; 20:17-38; 21:17-26; 1 
Thess. 5:12-13; Phil. 1:1; 1 Tim. 

3:1-7; 4:14; 5:17-25; Tit. 1:5-9; Jas. 
5:14; 1 Pet. 5:1-5; Heb. 13:17)

Witness
"light for the Gentiles" (Is. 49:3-6)
"kingdom of priests" (Exod. 19:6)
"holy nation" (Exod. 19:6)

"light of the world" (Matt. 5:14-16)
"royal priesthood" (1 Pet 2:5, 9)
"holy nation" (1 Pet. 5:9)



Gentile Engrafting

131b

Root (11:16-18)
Sap (11:17b)

1) Remaining/Grafted = Believing (11:23-24)
a. Natural: Ethnic Israel (9:4-5)

2) Cut off = Unbelieving (11:19-21)

Trunk (11:24)
2) Cut off = Unbelieving (11:21b)
1) Grafted = Believing (11:17b, 22)

Branches (11:17-21)

b. Wild: Gentile humanity



Judgment!



Blessing!



The Day of the LORD

Judgment Blessing+

Tribulation Millennium

Rev. 6–19 Rev. 20

638-639

7 years 1000 years



"Israel" always means ethnic seed of Jacob (9:1-5)

131c
"For not all who 
are descended 
from Israel are 
Israel" (9:6)

≠ "Israel" refers to 
believing Gentiles?!?!

= Not all Jews believe



Summary of Romans 9–11 131d

9:1-29 9:30–10:21 11:1-36
Israel's past Israel's present Israel's future
God elected Israel Israel rejects God God will reject Israel only 

partially and temporarily
Israel's failure is not due
to God's unfaithfulness

Israel's failure is due to 
rejecting her Messiah

Israel's failure will be 
neither total in scope nor 
final 

A Jewish remnant has 
been preserved by God

Only a small Jewish 
remnant accepts Him now

Yet this remnant will grow 
into an entire believing 
nation

Gentiles have also 
become elect of God in 
Christ

Gentiles are now 
becoming saved by faith 
in Christ

Gentiles should not be 
proud over blessings that 
Jews reject

Divine side Human side Divine results
God's election Man's responsibility God's mercy
Human unbelief cannot 
eradicate God's promises 
because they are based 
on the principle of 
sovereign election

However, God's election in 
sovereign grace to fulfill 
His Word does not 
eradicate human 
responsibility for unbelief

Ultimately, God's election 
will be justified in the 
salvation of the Jewish 
nation alive when Christ 
returns



Israel Times of Gentiles

Abrahamic Covenant

Eden Conscience Human 
Government

Patriarchs Judges Kings Prophets Christ Grace Millennium

The Kingdom of God 34

J. Dwight Pentecost, Thy Kingdom Come, 323

The Eternal Kingdom

False Kingdom of Satan

Soteriological Line

Theocratic Kingdom on Earth

Covenants

Dispensations (Tests of Obedience)
Inno-cence Conscience Human 

Government
Promise Law (Gal. 3:19) Grace Millennium

New Covenant

Davidic Covenant

Land Covenant



ManGod's Creation…Day 6

"Then God said, 'Let Us 
make man in Our image, 
according to Our likeness; 
and let them rule over the 
fish of the sea and over 
the birds of the sky and 
over the cattle and over all 
the earth, and over every 
creeping thing that creeps 
on the earth'" (Gen. 1:26).



God's Creation…Day 6 Woman

in the image of God he 
created him

"So God created man in 
his own image

male and female he created 
them" (Gen. 1:27).



Mandate448

and over every living thing that 
moves upon the earth'" (Gen. 1:28 NLT).

and over the birds 
of the air

and have dominion over 
the fish of the sea

"And God 
blessed them, 
and God said 

to them, 'Be 
fruitful and 

multiply, and 
fill the  earth 

and subdue it; 



The Kingdom of God:
The Bible's All-Encompassing Theme

Genesis 1:26-28

“Then God said, 'Let us make man 
in our image, in our likeness, and 
let them rule over the fish … birds 
… livestock … all the earth, and 
over all the creatures that move 
along the ground…'  God blessed 
them and said to them, 'Be fruitful 
and increase in number; fill the 
earth and subdue it.  Rule over the 
fish of the sea and the birds of the 
air and over every living creature 
that moves on the ground.'” 

Command Fulfillment

The Bible's Theme: God extends His rule to man

Covenants

Revelation 5:9-10 NIV

“And they sang a new song: 
'You are worthy to take the scroll 
and to open its seals, because 
you were slain, and with your 
blood you purchased men for 
God from every tribe and 
language and people and 
nation. You have made them to 
be a kingdom and priests to 
serve our God, and they will 
reign on the earth.”



God's Rule – Theme of the OT

mandated in Eden  but lost in the Fall 
 and accomplished by redeeming man 
through Israel as a kingdom of priests 
and ultimately through the Messiah 
 who will reign as Savior and King 
 to fulfill the Abrahamic Covenant

God's restoring man to participate in His 
kingdom rule for His own glory
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Noahic Covenant

Adam rules 
with God 

(Gen. 1:26, 
28; 2:19) 

Satan begins 
rule as god of 

this world 
(Gen. 3:15; 
2 Cor. 4:4)
Ab

ra
ha

m
ic

 C
ov

en
an

t Land Covenant

Davidic Covenant

New Covenant

Mosaic Covenant

God covenants with Abraham to 
reestablish man's rule via Israel 
as a "kingdom of priests" (Gen. 

12:1-3; Exod. 19:6)

Kingdom Teaching...

Fall of Man 
(Gen. 3)

Israel's failure to 
witness to nations as a 
kingdom of priests is 
judged via exile under 

foreign rule

Jeremiah 31:31-34 promises:
•Forgiveness
•Indwelling Spirit
•New heart, nature, mind
•Reunification of Israel and Judah
•No need for evangelism

2 Samuel 7:12-16 promises:
•Sons ("house" never wiped out)
•Kingdom (political dynasty)
•Throne (right to rule by descendants)
•Temple (son to build it)

Genesis 15:18 (cf. Deut. 30:1-10) promises:
•Land from Wadi of Egypt to Euphrates River (Isa. 27:12)
•Eternal possession of land (Gen. 17:8) after exile/restoration
•Whole world blessed via the land (Isa. 14:1-2)

Jesus extends 
His kingdom in 
mystery form to 

the Church 
(Matt. 13)

Israel rejects 
Messiah's offer of 

kingdom (Matt. 
12:41-42; 23:37-

39)

Christ subdues 
Israel's enemies 

and nation 
believes (Rom. 

11:26-27)

Israel judged for rejecting 
Messiah by dispersion away 

from land for 19 centuries 
(AD 70–AD 1948) but now 

partially restored (Ezek. 37:1-7)

Christ is Head over his 
Church, which is a 

spiritual temple (Eph. 
2:19-22; 2 Cor. 6:16)

Mosaic Law is replaced 
with first three elements 

of the New Covenant 
(Luke 22:20; 2 Cor. 3:6)

MESSIANIC     KINGDOM
Millennial      Eternal

Full 
restoration 

(Ezek. 37:8-28) 
Jerusalem 

world capital
(Isa. 2:1-5)

New 
Jerusalem
(Rev. 21–

22)

Christ 
reigns over 
the world 
(Isa. 11) 

with saints 
(Rev. 5:10; 

20:4-6)

Christ rules over 
everything with saints 

(Eph. 1:9-10; Rev. 
20:1-6; 22:5b)
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Christ 
hands 

kingdom 
over to 

Father (1  
 Cor. 15:24)

Scripture has a dual kingdom-covenant theme.  Israel's role from Abraham to Christ expands to include the Church (continuity) yet the Church never 
replaces the nation as the "new Israel" (discontinuity).  Israel will enjoy world prominence after trusting Christ at His second coming.
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All 5 
elements 
fulfilled in 
national 

restoration 
(Zech. 8)

All 
things 
made 
new! 
(Rev. 
21:5)

Temporary (Gal. 3:19) and conditional (Deut. 28) to reveal sin (Rom. 7:7) 
and regulate Israel (Gal. 3:23-25)

The Law was fulfilled and replaced at 
the cross (Rom. 7:1-6;

1 Cor. 9:19-21; Heb. 8:13)

Genesis 6:18; 9:8-17
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The Bible's Chiasm
Repeated Patterns in Reverse Order

Creation New 
Creation

Man's 
Rule 

Lost at 
Fall

Man's
Rule 

Restored at 
Millennium

Christ's 
Redemption

Christ's 
Rule
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