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Types of Covenants
Covenants

Conditional Unconditional

Thought Question for Small Groups:
Does God consider marriage a 

conditional or unconditional covenant?



Kinds of Biblical 
Covenants

Covenant 
Theology 

Covenants 
(Theological)

Scriptural 
Covenants 

(Biblical)
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Theological Covenants
18

l Covenant of Redemption
l Covenant of Works
l Covenant of Grace



"But the LORD God warned him, 'You may freely eat 
the fruit of every tree in the garden 17 —except the 

tree of the knowledge of good and evil. If you eat its 
fruit, you are sure to die.'" 

Genesis 2:16 (NLT)



Theological Covenants

l Robert Lightner, The Last Days Handbook, 76

GOD

Father

Son Spirit

ADAM

ELECT
SINNERS

Covenant of Redemption
    between Father, Son, & Spirit

Covenant of Works
    between God & Adam

Covenant of Grace
    between God & elect sinners
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Adam
"But like 

Adam, you 
broke my 
covenant 

and 
betrayed 
my trust" 

(NLT). 

Hosea 6:7 Translations

"But like 
Adam, they 

have 
transgressed 
the covenant. 

There they 
have dealt 

treacherously 
against Me" 

(NAU). 

"But at 
Adam, they 

have 
transgressed 
the covenant. 

There they 
have dealt 

treacherously 
against Me" 

(RSV). 

"But they like 
men have 

transgressed 
the covenant: 

there have 
they dealt 

treacherously 
against me" 

(KJV). 



OLD
TESTAMENT

Patriarchal/Mosaic

Theological Covenant Timeline

Charles Ryrie, Dispensationalism (1995), 188
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GRACE
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GEN. 3:7 REV. 20:15GEN. 1:27–3:6



Concepts of Covenant Theology
Comparisons Covenant of 

Works
Covenant of 
Redemption

Covenant of 
Grace

Persons With Adam With Father & 
Son

With mankind

Promise Physical/ 
eternal life 
confirmed

Salvation 
provided for 
mankind

Eternal life

Condition Obedience ___ Faith

Warning Physical 
death

___ Eternal death

Time Eden before 
Fall

Eternity past Eden after 
Fall

Paul Enns, Moody Handbook of Theology, 509
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Noahic Covenant

Adam rules 
with God 

(Gen. 1:26, 
28; 2:19) 

Satan begins 
rule as god of 

this world 
(Gen. 3:15; 
2 Cor. 4:4)
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t Land Covenant

Davidic Covenant

New Covenant

Mosaic Covenant

God covenants with Abraham to 
reestablish man's rule via Israel 
as a "kingdom of priests" (Gen. 

12:1-3; Exod. 19:6)

Kingdom Teaching...

Fall of Man 
(Gen. 3)

Israel's failure to 
witness to nations as a 
kingdom of priests is 
judged via exile under 

foreign rule

Jeremiah 31:31-34 promises:
•Forgiveness
•Indwelling Spirit
•New heart, nature, mind
•Reunification of Israel and Judah
•No need for evangelism

2 Samuel 7:12-16 promises:
•Sons ("house" never wiped out)
•Kingdom (political dynasty)
•Throne (right to rule by descendants)
•Temple (son to build it)

Genesis 15:18 (cf. Deut. 30:1-10) promises:
•Land from Wadi of Egypt to Euphrates River (Isa. 27:12)
•Eternal possession of land (Gen. 17:8) after exile/restoration
•Whole world blessed via the land (Isa. 14:1-2)

Jesus extends 
His kingdom in 
mystery form to 

the Church 
(Matt. 13)

Israel rejects 
Messiah's offer of 

kingdom (Matt. 
12:41-42; 23:37-

39)

Christ subdues 
Israel's enemies 

and nation 
believes (Rom. 

11:26-27)

Israel judged for rejecting 
Messiah by dispersion away 

from land for 19 centuries 
(AD 70–AD 1948) but now 

partially restored (Ezek. 37:1-7)

Christ is Head over his 
Church, which is a 

spiritual temple (Eph. 
2:19-22; 2 Cor. 6:16)

Mosaic Law is replaced 
with first three elements 

of the New Covenant 
(Luke 22:20; 2 Cor. 3:6)

MESSIANIC     KINGDOM
Millennial      Eternal

Full 
restoration 

(Ezek. 37:8-28) 
Jerusalem 

world capital
(Isa. 2:1-5)

New 
Jerusalem
(Rev. 21–

22)

Christ 
reigns over 
the world 
(Isa. 11) 

with saints 
(Rev. 5:10; 

20:4-6)

Christ rules over 
everything with saints 

(Eph. 1:9-10; Rev. 
20:1-6; 22:5b)
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Christ 
hands 

kingdom 
over to 

Father (1  
 Cor. 15:24)

Scripture has a dual kingdom-covenant theme.  Israel's role from Abraham to Christ expands to include the Church (continuity) yet the Church never 
replaces the nation as the "new Israel" (discontinuity).  Israel will enjoy world prominence after trusting Christ at His second coming.

ISRAEL CHURCH
(National Focus) The "New Man" (Eph. 2:15)

14th Edition
29 Feb 2024

All 5 
elements 
fulfilled in 
national 

restoration 
(Zech. 8)

All 
things 
made 
new! 
(Rev. 
21:5)

Temporary (Gal. 3:19) and conditional (Deut. 28) to reveal sin (Rom. 7:7) 
and regulate Israel (Gal. 3:23-25)

The Law was fulfilled and replaced at 
the cross (Rom. 7:1-6;

1 Cor. 9:19-21; Heb. 8:13)

Genesis 6:18; 9:8-17

Kingdom & Covenants Timeline CH-34a
OS1-
OS2-
NS-9g
SA-19
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