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Syllabus

I. Catalogue Course Description

A survey of biblical geography and political, socio-economic, religious, and literary developments of the
intertestamental period which prepared for Christ’s coming as well as factors in the first century which
influenced the ministry of the early church and affect us in our world mission today.

I1. Course Objectives

By the end of the course the student should be able to...

A.

Show how. the geography of Israel and the Roman world enables a better comprehension of the NT
and the modern church’s world mission.

Place the NT writings in their historical mould, which includes political, sociological (esp.
economic), religious, and linguistic backgrounds for interpreting the NT and present society.

Show how cultural values and practices in Roman, Hellenistic, and Jewish societies aid
understanding of the NT and find parallels in the church and society today.

I1I. Course Requirements

A. A Research Paper (30%) on literature (MA, MCM) or marriage (BTh, DTh, BCM) is required:

1. Literature Paper: Explain in one or two paragraphs each how the following passages help
interpret the New Testament. Do not simply list which NT texts relate to each extra-biblical
passage, but show how the passages below aid the hermeneutical process. Include the specific
NT passages addressed with their Scripture references. Consult Craig Evan’s work.

Vit

Books on Reserve* SBC Library Call # Notes
a. Josephus Wars of the Jews 2.8.1-14 933 JOS 171
b. Josephus Jewish Antiquities 18.1.1-6 933 JOS 171
c. Philo Allegorical Interpretation 3.79-82 880.1 PHI I (pp. 352-55) 168
d. Philo De Vita Mos. 2.134 880.1 PHI VI (p. 515) 168
e. Mishna Order Moed, Tractate Sabbath Danby, 100-121 168-70
f. Mishna Order Nashim, Tract. Nedarim 1.3;8.7; 9.1, 4-6 Danby, 264-80 168-70
g. Select Papyri 88,89,91,97 880 HUN I (pp. 268-75, 282-85) 185
h. Select Papyri 172-176 880 HUN I (pp. 400-403) 185
i. Nag Hammadi Treatise on Resurrection (1.4) 299.932 (R) ROB (pp. 52-57) 185
J- Nag Hammadi Gospel of Thomas (2.2) 299.932 (R) ROB (pp. 124-38) 185

2. Marriage Paper: Show how the order of first century marriage customs paralleled the sequence
of these texts about Christ and the Church: 1 Pet. 1:18-19; Luke 22:20; 2 Cor. 11:2; John 14:1-3;
1 Thess. 4:14-18; Eph. 5:26-27; Rev. 19:7-9. Don’t give a biblical view of marriage; show how
intertestamental literature (not OT backgrounds!) helps us understand the NT theology here
(esp. eschatology). Some of these texts may not seem to relate to marriage at first, but further
study will show they do. Consult Craig Evan’s work. No papers without interaction with
intertestament sources will receive an “A.”

Either paper should be 6-8 pages in length, typed, double-spaced, and written in Turabian style. See
Dr. Baldwin’s guidelines in the Singapore Bible College School of Theology (English) Required
Format for Writing Papers (2002 Revised). See also my grade sheets and checklist at the end of this
syllabus. Include a title page, table of contents, bottom page footnoting, and bibliography of 6-8
sources (none of these included in page count). Students may do both papers for a possible 5 extra
points to the final semester grade. The paper has a 10% grade penalty per class day late. Points may
be lost for not meeting or exceeding the page limit (no 9 page papers will be an “A”), misspelling
my name (!), omitting your box #, and bad grammar or spelling.
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B. Readings (20%) since the previous quiz will be reported on each quiz. Students will be asked on
Quiz 1 if they have purchased Barry Beitzel’s The Moody Atlas of Bible Lands and Elwell and
Yarbrough’s Readings from the First-Century World.

C. Quizzes (20%) over readings since the last quiz will be given at the beginning of class about every
two weeks. Half of the quiz grade will report on the readings since the last quiz (50 points per quiz
and 10% of the semester grade) and half will generally comprise five questions (10 points each or 50
points total; also 10% of the semester grade). A bonus question may be included for up to 5 points.
The first two quizzes depart from this norm as they cover the Israel map (p. 2) and the Roman
Empire map (p. 5). There are no makeup quizzes.

D. The Final Exam (30%) will cover only New Testament Backgrounds (not NT Survey). This exam
will have niultiple choice, fill-in, short answer, and essay questions which will be derived only from
the course notes. The class readings (Beitzel, Readings, Coleman) and maps will not be addressed
as students will have already been tested on these in the quizzes.

E. Fun night at my home is required of all diligent students (that’s you :-). We’ll also have the NT
Survey class come this night. I’ll pass out maps closer to the date. Spouses and kids can come too
for this potluck meal at our place on Saturday, 12 March, 6:30-8:30 PM.

IV. Course Bibliography

* An asterisk indicates books on reserve in the library (this includes those books needed for the literature
paper on the previous page)

A cross designates helpful books for this course in the reference section of the library

A. Recommended Reading

tAharoni, Yohanan, and Avi-Yonah, Michael. The Macmillan Bible Atlas. 3d. ed. New York:

Macmillan, 1968, 1977, 1993.

The authors are professors of archaeology at Tel Aviv University and Hebrew University
of Jerusalem, respectively. As such they provide a Jewish perspective on geography and
Israel’s history. This used to be the best non-evangelical Bible atlas until James Pritchard
wrote The Harper Atlas of the Bible in 1987.

*Backhouse, Robert. The Student Guide to the Temple. Tim Dowley, ed. Grand Rapids: Kregel,
1996. 32 pp. Formerly The Kregel Pictorial Guide to the Temple.
Stunning, full-colour. close-up pictures of Herod’s temple from a beautiful model built by
Alec Garrard of England. Research is based on the Bible, Taimud, Mishnah and latest
archaeological discoveries. Includes many photos and helpful drawings as well.

*Barrett, C. K. The New Testament Background: Selected Documents. New York: Harper Collins,

1989. 361 pp. :
Actual sources selected by a noteworthy scholar to aid understanding of the NT.

BAGD: Bauer, Walter. Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament and Other Early Christian
Literature. 5th ed., 1957. Trans. by William F. Arndt and F. Wilbur Gingrich. Rev. F.
Wilbur Gingrich and Frederick W. Danker, 2d ed. Chicago: Univ. of Chicago, 1979.
The standard Greek lexicon, also known as “BAG”; includes the most up-to-date
archaeological findings in determining the meanings of Greek words.

tBeers, V. Gilbert. The Book of Life. 24 vols. Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1980.
A guide for reading through both OT and NT narrative literature, supplemented by
numerous photos, application sections, and background articles. Organized into 500 reading

27-Dec-04
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units of about 8-10 pages each. Unfortunately, it costs about US$700. Several line drawings
used in this course are taken from this work.

*Benware, Paul N. Survey of the New Testament. Chicago: Moody, 1990. 304 pp.
A popular-level, concise, clear, conservative treatment of the NT by a professor at Moody
Bible Institute; helpful NT historical and religious background (23 pp.) and brief presentations
of the NT books around the New Covenant theme. Contains many helpful charts and maps.

*The Bible Visual Resource Book: for Do-It-Yourself Bible Scholars. By Keith Kaynor (?). [no
author given.] Ventura, CA: Regal Books of Gospel Light, 1989. 332 pp.
This contains copyright-free reproducible maps, charts, time lines and graphics for group
or individual study. An excellent resource for teaching!

*Bruce, F. F. New Testament History. England: Nelson, 1969; reprint, Garden City, NY: Anchor
Books (Doubleday), 1971. 462 pp.
The best evangelical book on NT backgrounds, insightful, but sometimes difficult for
those new to the subject and poorly outlined and illustrated.

*Charlesworth, James H. Jesus Within Judaism: New Light from Exciting Archaeological
Discoveries. New York, NY: Doubleday, 1988. xvi+265.
Charlesworth teaches NT at Princeton and is an expert on extra-biblical writings. This
volume revises his 1985 Gunning (Victoria Jubilee) lectures delivered at New College, the
Univ. of Edinburgh, Scotland. It shows the Jewish roots of many of Christ’s sayings and
~ practices recently discovered in archaeological finds.

T , ed. The Old Testament Pseudepigrapha. 2 vols. Garden City, NY:
Doubleday, 1983, 1985. 1i+995 pp. 1+1006 pp.
The standard, annotated work on these extra-biblical writings written from 200 BC to AD
200. These were not included in the Septuagint (Greek translation of the OT ca. 250 BC) or
Roman Catholic Bibles (which do include the Apocrypha).

*Coleman, William L. Today’s Handbook of Bible Times and Customs. Minneapolis, MN: Bethany
House, 1984. 303 pp.
Many cultural insights on both OT and NT. Content is similar to Wight’s book. Many
photographs but no drawings. Three of his chapters are in these notes.

*Connolly, Peter. The Jews in the Time of Jesus: A History. Previously published under the title
Living in the Time of Jesus of Nazareth. Oxford: Oxford Univ. Press, 1983, 1994; Bnei
Brak, Israel: Steimatsky, 1993. 96 pp. $15.00 hb. Avail. from Blackwell Pub.
Historical summary of Herod the Great, Pontius Pilate, and the fall of Jerusalem in AD 70.
Stunning colour drawings of maps, key events and cultural customs.

Cornell, Tim, and Matthews, John. Atlas of the Roman World. New York & Oxford: Facts on File,
1982. 240 pp.
A beautifully done atlas of 80,000 words in text and 30,000 in captions to over 500 maps
and illustrations (257 in colour!) by experts on the Roman world at Christ’s College,
Cambridge and Queen’s College, Oxford (respectively).

*Danby, Herbert, trans. The Mishna: Translations from the Hebrew with Introductory and
Explanatory Notes. Oxford, 1933. 876 pp.
The standard translation of this authoritative collection of the rabbis’ writings in the first
three centuries AD with the legal and procedural practices of the intertestamental and first
century oral tradition followed by the Pharisees (cf. contents on p. 170).

Deary, Terry. The Groovy Greeks. Horrible Histories. New York: Scholastic, 1996. 128 pp.
Humorous cartoons and interesting stories on Greek culture and history.
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. The Rotten Romans. Horrible Histories. New York: Scholastic, 1996. 128 pp.
Humorous cartoons and interesting stories on Roman culture and history.

*Elwell, Walter A., and Yarbrough, Robert W. Encountering the New Testament: A Historical and
Theological Survey. Grand Rapids: Baker, 1998. 448 pp. US$45.00 hb. w/ CD.
The nicest layout of NT surveys in its use of colour and supplemental CD with more
pictures, quizzes, etc. However, it tries to do too much by covering background and survey in
a single volume so that neither is treated in enough detail, though it is good at a popular level.
This may be compensated, though, by also using the companion volume, Readings from the
First-Century World (see below).

*Evans, Craig A. Noncanonical Writings and New Testament Interpretation. Peabody, MA:
Hendrickson, 1992. 281 pp.

The only one-volume (concise) work on the Dead Sea Scrolls, OT and NT Apocrypha
and Pseudepigrapha, OT Versions, Philo, Josephus, Targums, and writings of the rabbis, early
church fathers, Gnostics, etc. Good bibliographies and indexes of parallels to the NT. Evans
teaches Biblical Studies at Trinity Western University in Vancouver, BC.

*Ferguson, Everett. Backgrounds of Early Christianity. 2d ed. Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1987; 2d
ed. 1993. 612 pp.
A standard text analyzing Greek, Roman, and Jewish political, social, literary, and
religious backgrounds to the NT. Detailed treatment of Roman-Hellenistic philosophies and
religions (236 pp.) and well documented (bibliographies, footnotes, pictures).

Fleming, Jim. The World of the Bible Gardens, Ein Karem, Jerusalem: A Journey Trough Full-
Scale Replicas Which Help Interpret the Scriptures. Israel & USA: Biblical Resources,

1999. 56 pp.

This extensive brochure of the Archaeological Garden & Biblical Resources site adjacent
to Jerusalem has 175 photos and 80 diagrams of the lives of shepherds, farmers, and village
people in biblical times. Christ’s era is portrayed in seating for the Last Supper, types of
actual crosses used in the Roman era, tombs, etc.

Garrard, Alec. The Splendour of the Temple: A Pictoral Guide to Herod’s Temple and lIts

Ceremonies. Carlisle, England: Candle, 2000. 96 pp. S$21.50 Life Bookstore.

Stunning, full-colour. close-up pictures of Herod’s temple from Garrard’s beautiful
model (expanded from Backhouse’s book). He is a farmer, former builder and lay preacher in
Norfolk, England who took 18 years building this model based on the Bible, Talmud,
Mishnah and recent archaeology. Includes many photos and helpful drawings.

*Gower, Ralph. The New Manners and Customs of Bible Times. Chicago: Moody, 1987. 408 pp.
Updates and expands upon Fred Wight’s similar book published in 1953 (see entry
below). Part 1 addresses “The Individual in Family Life” (e.g., family, education, work) and
Part 2 concerns “National Institutions and Customs™ (e.g., hospitality, travel, leisure,
social/political groupings). Excellent colour photographs.

Grassmick, John D. “New Testament Introduction.” Unpublished class notes for the course NT
207: New Testament Introduction, Dallas Theological Seminary, Fall, 1985.
My indebtedness to Prof. Grassmick cannot be overstated. These notes originally
expanded upon and summarized his notes, though he is not cited within the notes as
quotations would be too extensive.

Hengel, Martin. Judaism and Hellenism: Studies in their Encounter in Palestine during the Early
Hellenistic Period. 2 vols. in 1. 2d ed. Trans. John Bowden. Tiibingen: J. C. B. Mohr
(Paul Siebeck), 1973; English ed., Philadelphia: Fortress, 1981.
A scholarly treatment of how the Greek way of life affected the Jews politically,
economically, culturally, and hermeneutically, including the clashes between them.
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. The Zealots. Edinburgh: T & T Clark, 1989. 487 pp.
Here’s the best work on this sect of Jewish revolutionaries.

Hoehner, Harold W. "A Chronological Table of the Apostolic Age." ThD Dissertation, Dallas
Theological Seminary, 1964, rev. 1972.
Provides very exact dates for NT events backed by scholarly research. This course
follows his chronology with minor variations (summarized on pages 42-43).

. Chronological Aspects of the Life of Christ. Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1977.
Shows dates for Christ’s birth, ministry, and crucifixion, plus Daniel 9. His conclusions
are summarized on the page “Chronology of the Life of Christ” (p. 40).

Horsley, Richard A., and Hanson, John S. Bandits, Prophets, and Messiahs: Popular Movements at
thie Time of Jesus. San Francisco: Harper & Row, 1985. 271 pp.
A brilliant portrayal of the complex Jewish social culture during Christ’s day.
Emphasizes historical background and how bandit forces (incl. Zealots, sicarii), apocalyptic
prophets, and false messiahs affected the masses.

*House, H. Wayne. Chronological and Background Charts of the New Testament. Grand Rapids:
Zondervan, 1981. _
Very helpful overhead transparencies used in this course.

Jagersma, H. A History of Israel from Alexander the Great to Bar Kochba. Philadelphia: Fortress,
1986. xiv+224 pp. Paper, US$13.95.
Here’s one of the few up-to-date books on the intertestamental period, covering 334 BC—
ADI35. The text is but 161 pages for a 475 year period (rather skimpy), but good for a basic
grasp (though Christ and the early church take up only 7 pages). The translation from the
Dutch is also brief, choppy, and repetitive.

*The Works of Josephus. 2™ ed. Trans. William Whiston. N.p., 1737; reprint, Lynn, MA:
Hendrickson, 1980, 1987. 930 pp.
The traditional, classical, unabridged translation of this 1* century Jewish historian who
wrote for the Romans on Judaism’s history from creation to the Jewish revolt (AD 66-70).
This edition translates and updates the text type of Josephus’ six works in contrast to Maier’s
abridgement of only his two most popular works (see below). The English is old but E. J.
Brill has commissioned Steve Mason of York Univ. (Ontario) to update it and include a
commentary on Josephus (see BAR, [Sept./Oct 1997], 71; cf. pp. 58-68).

de Lange, Nicholas. Atlas of the Jewish World. New York & Oxford: Fact on File [distributed by
Thomas Nelson], 1984. 240 pp.
Impressive maps, texts, drawings, and photographs of worldwide Jewish migration in
history. Includes historical and cultural background and the Jewish world today.

Langley, Andrew. The Roman News. Consultant: Philip de Souza. Cambridge, MA: Candlewick
Press, 1997. 32 pp. Published and distributed by Scholastic, Inc., 555 Broadway, New
York, NY 10012.
Roman history and culture shown in a newspaper format with many colour drawings.

tLightfoot, J. B., trans. The Apostolic Fathers. 2d ed. Ed. Michael W. Holmes. Grand Rapids:
Baker, 1989. 347 pp.
The standard, annotated translation of these thirteen letters of the late first and early
second century AD While these writings appear after the time of the NT, they nonetheless
help us understand the practices of the early church.

TNBD: Marshall, 1. Howard; Millard, A. R.; Packer, J. L.; and Wiseman, D. J., eds. New Bible
Dictionary. 3d ed. Leicester, England: InterVarsity and Wheaton, IL: Tyndale, 1962,

1982; Downers Grove, IL: IVP, 1996. 1326 pp. US$40 hb.
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Many helpful articles for NT backgrounds. A highly acclaimed Bible dictionary
originally edited by one of SBC’s former lecturers, Dr. J. D. Douglas.

McCarter, P. Kyle, Jr. Ancient Inscriptions: Voices from the Biblical World. Washington, DC:
Biblical Archaeology Society, 1996. 180 pp. US$30 for book alone and US$140 for book
and slides. SBC Library 411 (R) McC.

Contains the story of how writing came into being, starting from Mesopotamian
cuneiform and ending in the Roman period at the time of Christ by tracing the evolution of the
alphabet from pictographs to symbols which each represent a single sound. Includes 97
drawings cross-referenced to 140 separately available slides. McCarter teaches at John
Hopkins Univ.

*Metzger, Bruce M., ed. A Concordance to the Apocrypha/Deuterocanonical Books of the Revised
Standard Version. Grand Rapids: Eerdmans & London: Collins Liturgical, 1983. 479 pp.
Very helpful for looking up verses in the Apocrypha (see entry under required reading)
given that most Bible students are unfamiliar with these books.

*Niswonger, Richard L. New Testament History. Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1988. 332 pp.
A sequential history of The land of Israel from the Greek era (332 BC) to the end of the
first century. Chronologically addresses Roman, Jewish, and pagan issues and their influence
upon Jesus and the early church.

Packer, James I.; Tenney, Merrill C.; and White, William, eds. The Land of the Bible. Nashville:
Nelson, 1980, 1985. 170 pp.
A small, handy resource for Palestinian geography, minerals and gems, animals and
insects, plants and herbs, and agriculture.

Powell, Anton, and Steele, Philip. The Greek News. Cambridge, MA: Candlewick Press, 1997. 32
pp. Published and distributed by Scholastic, Inc., 555 Broadway, New York, NY 10012.
Greek history and culture shown in a newspaper format with many colour drawings.

+Pritchard, James B., ed. The Harper Atlas of the Bible. New York: Harper & Row, 1987. 254 pp.
CBD for $34.95. .

Most of the 134 maps are two pages and complemented by smaller maps, charts,
diagrams, photographs, drawings and text; comprehensive (covers from 10,000 BC to AD 600,
though only one map addresses Genesis 1—11); maps and detailed full-colour paintings of
terrain have a three dimensional look, appearing as if viewed from the ground or on larger
maps taking into account the curvature of the earth’s surface; probably the best atlas for
backgrounds (other ancient peoples, pagan temples, writing, commerce, archaeology,
practices of everyday life, etc.); indexes include summaries of events in the lives of significant
biblical characters and a map index which includes variant, Arabic, Palestinian Grid
Reference numbers, and Modern Hebrew names for cities. However, some maps are difficult
to read due to lack of compass directions and excess supplementary material; mostly
conservative, but the 50 contributors from varied perspectives (Christian, Jewish, liberal, etc.)
tend to be moderately critical in the narrative and hold to late date for the Exodus. The book
is also difficult to fit upright on most bookshelves due to its enormous size (nearly 11”7 x 14
1/2” or27.5 cm. x 37 cm.).

+Rasmussen, Carl G. The Zondervan NIV Atlas of the Bible. Regency Reference Library. Grand
Rapids: Zondervan, 1989 and Jerusalem: Carta, 1989. 256 pp. CBD for $30.00?

Similar in features to Beitzel with a comprehensive geographical section (57 pp.) and
historical section (131 pp.), so purchasing both Beitzel and Rasmussen will have much
overlapping. However, they are not the same. This is better than Beitzel in its topological
overview of The land of Israel, extra graphs and diagrams, and its inclusion of excellent
regional maps but worse in that the maps throughout are poorly colored and not tied into the
text with coordinates as is true of Beitzel; too few color photographs (Beitzel’s weakness too

but strengths in Rogerson and Pritchard).
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*Rengstorf, K. H., ed. A Complete Concordance to Flavius Josephus. 4 vols. Leiden: Brill, 1973-

83.
Extensive treatment of all four books of Josephus by the words he used.

*Rogers, Jr., Cleon L. The Topical Josephus. Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1992. 238 pp.
A brief summary of historical accounts told by Josephus (fall of Galilee, Jerusalem, and
Masada), important people (Herod the Great, Archelaus, John, Jesus, etc.), and institutions
(Jewish sects, Roman army). Helpful insights into the NT and a brief Scripture index. Rogers
is an evangelical missionary teaching in Germany (ThD, Dallas).

tRogerson, John. Atlas of the Bible. New York: Facts on File [distributed by Thomas Nelson],
1986. 237 pp. CBD for US$32.50.
Visually stunning, includes regional maps and many full color photographs (Beitzel’s
weaknesses), but weak in physical geography and too-brief summaries of biblical events
(Beitzel’s strengths).

tSchiirer, Emil. The History of the Jewish People in the Age of Jesus Christ (175 BC-AD 135). 4
vols. (incl. index) Rev. ed. Geza Vermes, Fergus Millar, and Martin Goodman.
Edinburgh: T & T Clark, 1886-90; rev. 1973-87, reprint of Ist ed., Peabody, MA:
Hendrickson, 1995(?). 2144 pp. $239.80 ($155.95 CBD). Orig. ed. $199.95 hb. ($49.95
CBD). SBCcall #933 (R) SCH

The standard and exhaustive work on NT backgrounds, covering history, Jewish sects,

messianic movements, and pertinent Greek and Jewish literature. Unfortunately, the revised

~ edition does not have an index yet. Too expensive for most students, but CBD has a bargain

in the original edition with an extra index but is more difficult to read and without modem
updates in archaeology, language (e.g., Ugaritic) and history.

Walton, John H. Chronological and Background Charts of the Old Testament. Grand Rapids:
Zondervan, 1984.
Very helpful overhead transparencies used in this course.

*Wight, Fred H. Manners and Customs of Bible Lands. Chicago: Moody, 1953. 336 pp.
Older than Coleman’s work but very readable and interesting with short chapters on
subjects such as marriage customs, dress, education, music, etc. Helpful line drawings but no
photographs.

Wilkinson, Bruce. Walk Thru the New Testament Bible Survey Seminar Notebook. Atlanta, GA:
Walk Thru The Bible Ministries, 1979.
Very helpful charts and maps. May say “do not reproduce,” but copying approval has
been granted as they are not for profit and noted to be by Walk Thru.

Wise, Michael; Abegg, Martin, Jr.; and Cook, Edward. The Dead Sea Scrolls: A New Translation.
New York, NY: HarperCollins (HarperSanFrancisco), 1996. 513 pp. US$20 pb.

All but the most minute of the previously unknown nonbiblical DSS texts. Its 300 texts
are 200 more than the previous standard by Geza Vermes.This volume from a new generation
of evangelical Dead Sea Scroll scholars is the most comprehensive yet—and at an affordable
price. It contains never-before-seen stories about Abraham, Jacob, and Enoch —including one
showing why God demanded Abraham to sacrifice Isaac. Also included are twelve texts not
included in the Bible that claim Moses as their author and new data on biblical history and the
roots of Christianity.

Woodrow, Ralph. Babylon Mystery Religion: Ancient and Modern. 2d ed. Riverside, CA 92502:

Ralph Woodrow, P.O. Box 124), 1966, 1981.177 pp.
Traces false religion from Babylon into NT times and especially in the Catholic church.
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tThe Zondervan Pictorial Encyclopedia of the Bible. 5 vols. Ed. Merrill C. Tenney. Grand Rapids:
Zondervan, 1975, 1976. Abbreviated ZPEB.
Perhaps the best evangelical Bible encyclopedia. Clear, comprehensive articles.

B. Required Reading

*1Beitzel, Barry J. The Moody Atlas of Bible Lands. Chicago: Moody, 1986. xviii+234 pp. CBD
for US$27.95. .

Probably the best evangelical atlas available. Excellent in both physical geography (70
pp.) and historical geography (119 pp.) with maps superior to Rasmussen’s NIV Atlas, maps
nicely tied in with an interesting text; weak in that it lacks regional maps, often lacks Scripture
references on the maps themselves (though cited in supporting material), and has few full
colour photographs. One advantage of this atlas is that 44 of its maps are available as color
tran'sparencies available from CBD for US$130.

*Elwell, Walter A., and Yarbrough, Robert W. Readings from the First-Century World: Primary
Sources for New Testament Study. Grand Rapids: Baker, 1998. 223 pp. US$20.00 pb.
The companion volume to their Encountering the New Testament. Ancient writings from
AD 30-600 illuminate the NT and are arranged parallel to the NT canonical order. Includes
Scripture, subject, and readings indices.

* Josephus: The Essential Writings. Trans. Paul Maier. Grand Rapids: Kregel, 1988. 413 pp.
A new, condensed version of Josephus’ Jewish Antiquities and The Jewish War. Much
more readable than Whiston’s translation. Many maps, charts, and drawings.

*May, Herbert G., and Metzger, Bruce M., eds. The New Oxford Annotated Apocrypha: New
Revised Standard Version. Expanded ed. with 3-4 Maccabees and Psalm 151. Revised
edition of New York: Oxford Univ. Press, 1977; also Baker, 1998. 340 pp. + xxii.

An easy-to-read revision of the 1977 RSV translation of the 18 uninspired books (but
very helpful for background information) written between 250 BC and AD 100. Includes an
excellent but brief (11 page) introduction to the Apocrypha, numerous annotations, and an
index to the annotations. This edition may be more easily obtained with the RSV Bible in the
RSV New Oxford Annotated Bible with Apocrypha (Oxford, 1977) or the more recent NRSV
New Oxford Annotated Bible with Apocrypha. The NRSV is also distributed by Baker as the
Cambridge Annotated Study Bible and Study Apocrypha (US$40) or one without annotation
used in this course called The Apocrypha: NRSV (Cambridge Univ. Press, 1992), also
available from Baker (247 pp. for US$13). The readings are in these notes on pages 188-98.

*Vermes, Geza. The Dead Sea Scrolls in English. 4th ed. Baltimore: Penguine Books, 1962, 1975,

1987, 1995. 320+ pp.
The standard translation of 42 non-biblicat Qumran scrolls with three introductory

chapters (57 pp.) explaining the significance of this massive literary discovery that has aided
biblical studies; very readable. SBC call #220.93 VER. The readings are in these notes on
pages 252-65.
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V. Course Schedule (2005)

»

XV.

Note: Quizzes are based on the maps (quizzes 1-2 on pp. 2 and 5, respectively), Coleman’s article in the notes (quiz 4), and the
Apocrypha with class readings since quiz 4 (quiz 5). You will not be quizzed on Beitzel. Each session is a double session.

Session  Date (Tue) Subject Assignment
1 4 Jan Syllabus; Geography Part 1 (Israel) No assignments
2 11 Jan Quiz 1; Geography Part 2 (Jerusalem) | Study for Quiz
Beitzel, 156-65
Readings, 17-23
Buy all texts by today (on quiz!)
3 18 Jan Political Context: Part 1 Beitzel, 150-53

25 Jan

8 Jan

Lecturer teaching in Myanmar
Quiz 2; Political Context: Part 2

Chinese New Year

Readings, 25-30
No classes or assignments
Study for Quiz

Beitzel, 154-55, 166-68
Readings, 30-42
No classes or assignments

13 Mar

Mid-Semester Break

5 15 Feb Political Context: Part 3 Beitzel, 185-87
Readings,42-55
6 22 Feb Quiz 3; Political Context: Part 4 Coleman, 181-91 (notes, 73-78)
7 1 Mar “A.D.” Video No assignments
8 8 Mar Socio-Economic Context: Part 1 Josephus, 329-85 (notes, 280-308)

Note: This is your longest reading!

No classes or assignments

9 22 Mar Socio-Economic Context: Part 2 Coleman, 248-535 (notes, 101-104)
Readings, 65-75; Notes, 137a-b
10 29 Mar Quiz 4; Religious Context: Part 1 Readings, 57-65
11 5 Apr Religious Context: Part 2 Coleman, 212-29 (notes, 127-35)
Readings, 77-87
12 12 Apr Religious Context: Part 3 Readings, 87-95
13 19 Apr Quiz 5; Literary Context: Part 1 MT, May/Metzger (Apocrypha: Tobit,
LXX, Apocrypha & Pseudepigrapha Susanna, and Bel & the Dragon)
Literary Context: Part 2 Josephus, Philo, | found in notes, 188-98
Rabbis Research paper due
14 26 Apr Literary Context: Part 3 Dead Sea Vermes, 61-80, 103-27 (DSS War
Scrolls (DSS), NT Apocrypha, Scroll, Manual of Discipline) copied
Archaeology in notes, 252-65
15 3-6 May Final Exam Study :-)

V1. Other Matters

A. Contacting Me: You can contact me at SBC by box L19 or by phone (6559-1555 ext. 7130).
Also, my home address is 49 Lentor Crescent, Singapore 786716 and home phone number is
6458-6158 (email griffith@sbc.edu.sg). My office hours are from 11:00-3:00 on Tuesdays,
9:00-10:00 on Wednesdays, and 1:00-3:00 on Fridays. Let’s have lunch too!

B.

Copying Class Notes: Allowed when you give credit where credit is due (unless it makes you
rich). You may also copy the course PPT CD and translate it into other languages.

C.  Course Load: For a 2-hour course of 28 sessions work should comprise 56 hours.

Readings total 305 pp + 28 sessions. = 11 pp./session. 305 x 3 min./pp. = 915 min. = 60 = 16 hours.
Quiz study should be about 2.5 hours per quiz x 4 = 10 hours

The research paper should take about 20 hours.
The final exam study should be about 10 hours.
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Research Paper Grade Sheet

Student Topic Paper Grade Box

The first four parts below concern the paper’s content (70% of the grade). The Form grade (30%) is
based on Kate L. Turabian, A Manual for Writers of Term Papers, Theses, and Dissertations, 6™ edition
(Chicago: Univ. of Chicago Press, 1996). See also the Research Paper Checklist.

1 2 3 4 5
Poor Minimal Average Good Excellent

Introduction

Purpose (the paper addresses what issue?) O O 0 O 0O
Scope of the issue defined/narrowed down O O O O 0O
Procedure for addressing the issue introduced O O a O ]
Body

Wide research (other views, good sources) a a m] 0 0O
Individual work (not excessive quotations) (m] a 0 a O
Key passages/issues addressed adequately O O 0O 0 O
Development (proves points, not just lists verses) O O O O 0
Interpretation of passages accurate (exegesis) g g O 0 a
Conclusion

Solution given to issue raised in introduction O O O 0 O
Main points reviewed and/or restated 0 O 0 0 O
Length (1/2 to 1 page, w/o unnecessary info.) O O O O a
Miscellaneous

(These can be addressed anywhere in the paper)

Application (shows why the topic is important) O a O a a
Depth leaves no key questions unanswered O O 0 0 O
Overall content 0O 0O O 0 0
Form

Format (typed, title page, length, pages numbered) 0O 0O 0 O 0
Spelling and typographical errors, punctuation O O O O O
Grammar (agreement of subject/verb and tenses) 0O O O 0 0
Footnoting (better than endnoting; biblio. incl.) O 0O O O O
Arranged logically (not a collection of thoughts) O O O a a
Sections clearly stated without orphan headings O O 0 0 O
Summary

Number of ticks per column

Multiplied by point values of the column x1 x2 x3 x4 x5

Equals the total point value for each column

Net points minus 10 points per day late ( points) equals % gradeof __%

Comments:
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Research Paper Checklist

* Asterisks show the most common mistakes SBC students make on research papers. Give special attention to these areas!

1. General Format

1.2

Obtain your own copy of the handout "Why Write Papers?” by Dr. Henry Baldwin.

The most complete and widely used format guide is Kate L. Turabian, A Manual for Writers of Term Papers, Theses, and

Dissertations, 6th ed. rev. by John Grossman and Alice Bennett {(Chicago & London: Univ. of Chicago Press, 1937, 1955,

1967, 1973, 1987, 1996). 308 pp.

1.3 Questions not answered by Turabian can probably found in The Chicago Manual of Style.

1.4 Staple the pages in the upper left comer rather than using report folders or attaching the paper at the top centre.
2 Preliminari

2.1 The title page should follow the typical format in Turabian.

2.1.1 Only “SINGAPORE BIBLE COLLEGE” and the TITLE should be in capital letters.

2.1.2 Please include your mail box number after your name.

2.13 The same size type (and font) should be used throughout the paper.

22 The margins should not change (e.g., should not be in outline form) but should be 2.5 cm on all sides.
2.3* Include a Table of Contents.

23.1 The Contents page should include only the first page number of each section.

232 Subtitles within the Contents page should be indented.

233 Note this is called a “Table of Contents” and not a “Table of Content.”

234 ‘“Table of Contents” should not be an entry on the Table of Contents.

24 Page numbers should be at the top right in the preliminaries (except no number on Title Page and Table of Contents) and at
the bottom centre from the first page to the end.

3.1*  Provide an jntroduction that summarizes the problem(s) your paper aims to answer.

3.2*  Check your grammar for confusion of tense, plural, verb/noun, etc. (cf. section 9)

33 Use a spell checker if you have one on your computer to avoid careless spelling mistakes.

34 Double-space the paper throughout in prose form (not outline form).

3.5%  Write in the third person rather than the first person (“This author...” and not “I”” or “we” or “us”).

3.6 Follow these guidelines for headings within the text:

3.6.1 Headings should match your Contents page.

3.6.2 Headings should not have periods (full stops or colons) after them.

3.6.3* Headings should not be in outline form (no “I,” “I,” “A.” “1,” “a,” “-,” etc.).

364 Avoid widow headings (at the bottom of a page without the first sentence of a paragraph).

3.6.5 Don’t repeat a heading on the next page even if it covers the same section of the paper.

3.6.6 Each research paper should have at least 2-3 headings or divisions.

3.6.7 As an exception to 3.6 above, in short papers (6-8 pages) which do not have chapters, (1) main headings should be
centred capitals, followed by (2) subheadings which are underlined centred small letters, (3) underlined left column
small letters, (4) non-underlined left column small letters, and finally (5) underlined small letters which begin an
indented paragraph. If only two levels are needed then (2) above may be skipped.

3.7* Do not clutter your paper with unnecessary details that do not contribute to your purpose.
3.8%  Make every statement a full sentence within the text (the exception is headings).

3.9 Critically evaluate your sources; do not believe a heresy just because it’s in print!

3.10 Make sure your reasoning is solid and logical.

3.11* Provide a conclusjon which solves/summarizes the problem addressed in the introduction
4. Abbreviations

4.1* Do not use abbreviations in the text or footnotes (except inside parentheses).

42 Cite from 1-3 verses inside parentheses in the text but 4 or more verses in the footnotes.

4.3*  Use proper biblical book abbreviations with a colon between chapter and verse.

44 Do not start sentences with an Arabic number. Write “First Kings 3:16...” (not “1 Kings 3:16...™).
45 Write out numbers under ten in the text (e.g., “three”); abbreviate those over ten (e.g., “45™).

4.6 “For example” (e.g.) and “that is to say” (i.e.) are abbreviated only within parentheses.

N Quotations

5.1*  When quoting word-for-word use guotation marks and footnote the source. Do not plagiarise!

52 Use proper quotation formats with single quotation marks within double ones.

53 Use indented single-spaced block quotations (no quotation marks) when three or more lines.

54*  Avoid citing long texts of Scriptures or other sources so the paper mostly reflects your own thinking.
55 Provide biblical support for your position rather than simply citing your opinion.

5.6 If your source quotes a more original source, then quote the original in this manner: R. N. Soulen, Handbook, 18 (cited by

Rick Griffith, New Testament Backgrounds, Tth ed. [SBC, 1999}, 165).
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Research Paper Checklist (2 of 2)

6 p ati

6.1 Periods & commas go before quote marks and footnote numbers (e.g., “Marriage,” not “Marriage”,)

6.2 Periods & commas go outside parentheses (unless a complete sentence is within the parentheses). For example: “Jesus wept”
(John 11:35). but never “Jesus wept.” (John 11:35)

6.3 A space should not precede a period, comma, final parenthesis, semicolon, apostrophe or colon.

6.4 A space should not follow a beginning parenthesis or beginning quotation mark.

6.7 A space should always follow a2 comma and two spaces always follow a period.

7. Footnotes
7.1*  The first reference to a book includes (in this order) the author’s given name first then family name, title (in italics or

undertined but not in quotes), publication data in parentheses (place, colon, publisher, comma, then year), volume (if more
than one), and page number. For example: Ralph Gower, The New Manners and Customs of Bible Times (Chicago: Moody,
1987), 233. Notice that in footnotes a full stop (period) is used only once at the end of the citation. Indent the first line of
each footnote entry.

7.2*  Cite later refereiices to the same book but a different page number with only the author's family name (not given name) and
new page number. For example: Gower, 166.

73 If the next citation has the same book and same page number, then type “Ibid.” (Latin abbreviation for “in the same place”).
For example: Ibid. However, if a different page number is referred to, then “Ibid.” should be followed by a period and
comma. For example: Ibid., 64.

74 If the next citation is by the same author but a different work, type “Idem” (Latin abbreviation for “by the same author”)
before the new book. For example: Idem, Marriage and Family, 221.

7.5%  Encyclopedia, Bible dictionary, or other books with multiple authors under an editor should first cite the article’s author, then
article title within quotes, book, editor, publication data in parentheses, volume, and page. For example: P. Trutza,
“Marriage,” The Zondervan Pictorial Encyclopedia of the Bible, 5 vols., ed. Memill C. Tenney (Grand Rapids: Zondervan,
1975, 1976), 4:92-102. (If needed, look up the author’s name after the Contents page by tracing the initials at the end of the
article.)

7.6 Footnote numbers are raised with no parentheses and go affer a quotation’s punctuation (e.g., period).

77 Always cite your footnote numbers in sequence rather than using a former number again.

78 Use only numbers as footnotes references (don’t use letters or *#@4% etc.).

7.9 Cite translations in parentheses within the text rather than the footnotes—for example, “trust” (NIV).

7.10  Cite book, chapter, and paragraphs of primary (ancient )sources with Arabic numerals and full stops (e.g., “Josephus, Jewish
Antiquities 18.1.3,” not “Josephus, Jewish Antiquities, Book XVIII, Chapter 1, Section 3”).

7.11 Page numbers may be added to primary sources in parentheses. For example: War 2.1 (Whiston, 44).

8. Bibliography
8.1 Alphabetize all sources by family name without numbering the sources.

82 Make entries single spaced with the second line indented and with a double space between entries.

83 Do not cite an author’s title in a footnote or the bibliography (no “Dr.,” “Rev.” etc.).

84 Cite book references differently than in the footnotes by including the author’s family name first (not given name) title (in
italics or underlined but not in quotes), publication data without parentheses (place, colon, publisher, comma, then year), and
volume (if more than one). For example: Gower, Ralph. The New Manners and Customs of Bible Times. Chicago: Moody,
1987. Use full stops (not commas) after each first name, title, and date; don’t use parentheses (but do use them in footnotes).
Indent each line after the first line in an entry.

8.5% ngclom a, Bible dictionary, or other books with multiple authors under an editor should first cite the artxcle s author, then
article title wnhm quotes, book, editor, publication data, volume, and page. Cite these articles as follows: Trutza, P.,
“Marriage,” The Zondervan Pictorial Encyclopedia of the Bible. Ed. Memill C. Tenney. 5 vols. Grand Rapids: Zondervan,
1975, 1976. 4:92-102. (You may need to find the author’s name after the Contents page by tracing the initials at the end of
the article.)

8.6 Put the bibliography on a separate page rather than tagging it on to the conclusion.

8.7 Consult as many sources as you have pages in your paper (e.g., 8 sources for an 8-page paper).

8.8* Include the bibliography even if the lecturer has assigned the sources.

8.9 Primary sources should be listed under the ancient author’s name, followed by the translator’s name. For example: Josephus.
The Works of Josephus. Translated by William Whiston..

8.10  Primary sources with several or unknown authors should be listed by editor and/or translator’s name. For example: Danby,
Herbert, trans. The Mishnah. Oxford: University, 1933.

. Common atical and Spelling Mistakes
9.1 “Respond” (verb) is used for “response” (noun). “The respond” should be “The response.”
9.2*  Events in biblical times should be noted in the past tense.
93 Write “BC” dates before “BC” but “AD” dates after “AD” (“AD 70” and “70 BC” but never as “70 AD” or “BC 70”).
9.4  Always capitalize the words “Christian,” “Bible,” “Christ,” “Word of God,” and “Scripture(s).”
9.5  The current trend is to avoid capitalization, especially in the adjectives “biblical,” “scriptural,” etc.
9.6  Avoid words in all CAPITALS in the text (except acronyms and 3.6.7).
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Key Sources for Both Research Papers

Primary Sources (Original):

Most, if not all, of these are on reserve in the library (see bibliography for details):

Charlesworth, James H., ed. The Old Testament Pseudepigrapha. 2 vols.

Danby, The Mishna (296.12 (R) DAN or 296.12 (R) BLA)

Josephus, War of the Jews and Jewish Antiquities (933 JOS)

Philo of Alexandria (880.1 PHI)

May, Herbert G., and Metzger, Bruce M., eds. The New Oxford Annotated Apocrypha: NRSV
Nag Hammadi Codices (880 HUN I)

Select Papyri (299.932 (R) ROB)

Secondary Sources (Modern):

Aune, D. E. “Bride of Christ.” The International Standard Bible Encyclopedia. 4 vols. Ed. G. W.
Bromiley. Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1986. 1:546-47.

Clements, Roland E. The World of Ancient Israel. Cambridge: Univ. Press, 1989.
Edersheim, Alfred. The History of the Jewish Nation. Grand Rapids: Baker, 1895.

. The Life and Times of Jesus the Messiah. Originally printed 1883; reprint, Grand Rapids:
Eerdmans, 1984. 828 pp.

Evans, Craig A. Noncanonical Writings and New Testament Interpretation.

Lohse, Eduard. The New Testament Environment. USA: Parthenon, 1976.

Metzger, Bruce M., ed. A Concordance to the Apocrypha/Deuterocanonical Books of the RSV

Oaks, Linda. “A First-Century Wedding,” Biblical lllustrator 20 (Winter 1994).

Rops, Daniel. Daily Life in Bible Times. London: Weidenfeld and Nicolson LTD, 1962. 447 pp.

Thompson, J. A. Handbook of Life in Bible Times. IVP, 1986. 384 pp.

de Vaux, Roland. Ancient Israel. Toronto: McGraw-Hill, 1965.

Walker, P. W. L, ed. Jerusalem: Past and Present in the Purposes of God. Cambridge: Tyndale House,
1992. 210 pp. $$24.00 pb.

A collection of essays by British lecturers who discuss biblical (OT and NT), historical, and
contemporary perspectives on Jerusalem. (A theology of its future significance is not offered in
any detail, presumably because the contributors see no scriptural support for this.) Interaction with
Judaism and Islam offer some impractical suggestions (e.g., Jews should rebuild the third temple

next to temple mount, p. 149).

Yamauchi, Edwin. The World of the First Christians. Lion, 1981. 128 pp.
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My Biographical Sketch

Rick and Susan Griffith
Kurt, Stephen, and John

Background
“Never say never.” Rick and Susan Griffith both learned this age-old tip the hard way.

Rick recalls sitting in his elementary school classes thinking, “If there’s one thing I'll never become it’s a
teacher. Imagine saying the same stuff over and over, year after year!”

Yet after trusting Christ in junior high and acquiring a taste for teaching the Word of God, Rick’s attitude
began to change. After his business degree at California State University, Hayward, and Master of Theology
degree (Pastoral Ministries) and the Doctor of Philosophy degree (Bible Exposition) from Dallas
Theological Seminary in Texas, Dr. Griffith soon found himself on the other end of the classroom—and
loving it!

Susan, from Yucaipa, California, also learned not to say “never.” As she earned her Bachelor of Arts degree
in piano at Biola University, several friends married and worked to put their husbands through three more
years of seminary training. “I’ll never do that!” she exclaimed. Soon afterwards she invested three years
(1981-1983) singing together with her future husband in the Crossroads, Campus Crusade's traveling music
team in Asia. This nine member Philippines-based group shared Christ in the Philippines, China, Hong
Kong, Korea, Japan, Macau, Thailand, Malaysia, Indonesia, and Singapore.

27-Dec-04
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In December 1983 Susan’s “never” became a reality. She and Rick were married and like Jacob and Rachel
of old, Susan also worked for her mate. During these seven seminary years Rick served as a pastor,
corporate chaplain, and International Students church consuitant. Susan taught women's Bible studies and
often ministered through her singing. Their primary church in Texas is Christ Chapel Bible Church in Fort
Worth.

The Griffith family now includes three sons: Kurt (18 yrs.), Stephen (15 yrs.), and John (12 yrs.). During
home assignment they minister mainly from the First Baptist Church of Yucaipa, California.

Ministry

However, since 1991 the Griffiths’ home has been Singapore where Rick serves with 31 other full-time
faculty at Singapore Bible College. SBC has 503 full-time students from 23 countries and 25
denominations, as well as over 300 professionals in the non-degree Evening School. During his first term he
taught a variety of courses: Old Testament Survey, New Testament Survey, New Testament Backgrounds,
Eschatology (the study of future things), Evangelism, Pastoral Epistles, Psalms, Homiletics (preaching),
Hebrew Exegesis, and four Old Testament exposition courses. Now he teaches mostly Bible Exposition
classes, including OT and NT Backgrounds & Survey, Eschatology (theology of the future), Ecclesiology
(theology of the church), and Pneumatology (theology of the Holy Spirit).

Dr. Griffith loves the variety and strategic nature of his teaching. He invests his life into Anglicans from Sri
Lanka, Lutherans from Singapore, Presbyterians from Korea, Conservative Baptists from the Philippines,
and missionaries from Campus Crusade, OMF, and Operation Mobilization—sometimes all in one class! A
survey of one of his courses revealed that 17 of the 20 students were training for ministry outside of
Singapore. Nearly all SBC graduates enter pastoral or missionary ministries due to Asia’s shortage of
trained leaders.

Ministry opportunities abound. Rick and Susan have conducted premarital counseling for students and their
home has an open door to students and guests traveling through Singapore. They have sung in evangelistic’
thrusts and in 1992 also participated in founding International Community School, an expatriate Christian
primary and secondary school in Singapore. The Griffith family is attached to CBInternational and attends
International Baptist Church in Singapore.

Field

Singapore Bible College is strategically located at the “ministry hub” of Southeast Asia, the Republic of
Singapore. A small island of only 14 by 26 miles, Singapore is a city-nation located on the tip of the
Malayan Peninsula in southeast Asia. The population of this multi-cultural society is 75 percent Chinese, 15
percent Malay and 8 percent Indian. Other groups include Filipinos, Thais, Japanese, Americans, and
Europeans. This beautiful island nation, with dynamic growth in churches and missionary force, has been
called the “Antioch of Asia.” Recently the Singaporean cross-cultural missionary force has grown
tremendously from 140 (1988) to 321 (1992) overseas missionaries.
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Issue

The teacher is...

Perspective of teacher

Age of Teacher .

Losing face is...

Content concern

Learning style

Learning preference

Responsibility for
effectiveness of learning

Disagreeing with teacher

Speaking up is okay...
Will speak upin...
Communication

Asking questions

New Testament Backgrounds: Introduction

XXti

Differences Between Our Cultures

Singaporeans

“Pretty close to God”
“Knows all”

Lofty
(teacher as respected)

Older are more respected
Age = Wisdom

A big concemn
(for both teacher and student)

Pragmatic

» What works in life
* What’s on the test
* Short-term

Formal harmony
(teacher gives only his view)

Rote memory of facts
Teacher’s

Taboo

(shows disrespect)

When called on individually
Small groups only

One way (teacher to stﬁdent)

Uncomfortable

(Classroom etiquette in light of our cultural differences)

Americans

“Just one of the guys”
“Fellow learner”

Lowly
(teacher as equal)

Younger teachers more liked
Youthful = Energetic

Not so big a deal
(but insults are!)

Theoretical

« If it doesn’t apply now it will later
= What you’ll need for your life

* Long-term

Confrontational
(teacher responds to other views)

Correlation between facts
Teacher’s and student’s

Okay

(shows insight)

When a general invitation is given
Large and small groups

Two way dialogue

Comfortable

American Rule of Thumb: “The only dumb question is the one which is never asked”

Implications:

1. For Me: I'll try my best to teach in a manner in which Singaporeans better learn (column 1), but since
I’ve lived almost 30 years in America and only 14 years in Asia I will unavoidably lapse into an
American style (column 2). Please forgive my lack of cultural sensitivity!

2. For You: You can feel free to be “a bit more American” in this class since I don’t yet feel that column 2
is inappropriate for Asians. Relax, loosen up, and enjoy our differences! But I don’t expect too many of

you to follow this principle (thus implication 1 above)!
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From Jerusalem:

Bethany..............
Bethelehem ...
Caesarea Philippi.....
Cana .........cceuvuen
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Mediterranean.
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Zarephath............
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Caesarea Philippi.....
Cama .......ovivinnn,
Nain .................
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Geographical Locations in the Gospels (Numbers)
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Geographical Locations in the Gospels

Answer Key

Seas
1 Mediterranean (Oreat Sea) 38 Bethlehem
2 Dead Sea 39 Ramsh

3 Sesof Galilee 40 Salim
41 Aenon

Rivers 42 Arimathes
Jordan- 43 Emmaus
Leontes 42 Jerusalem
Brook Zered 43

: 46 Sychar

A
Kr;:l?gn 47 Bethany beyond Jordan (?)

8a Yarmuk

OO DS

Provinces
8 Phoenicia
9 Hures

10 Trachonitis
(11 Nephtali)
12 Galilee
(13 zebulun)
14 Decapolis
15 Samaria
16 Perea

17 Judea

18 Idumes

19 Egypt
Cities

20 Zarephath

21 Tyre

22 Caesarea Philippi
23 Chorazin

24 Bethsaida

25 Capernaum

26 Cana

27 Gennesaret

28 Oergesa
29-Agnen-

30 Jericho

31 Magadan (Magdala)
32 Bethany

33 Bethphage

34 Oerasa

35 Oedara

36 Nain

37 Nazareth
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Every Geographical Location in Acts/Epistles
(Numbers)

Acts/Epistles
550

ion in

6
@®

} Seq

Every Geographical Locat
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Every Geographical Location in Acts/Epistles

Seas

1 Mediterranean
2 Adnatic

3 egean

4 Red

5 Black

6 Tyrrhenian
7 Dead

8 Galilee
Provinces/Islands
9 Macedonia
10 Achaia

11 Thrace

12 Asia

13 Bithynia
14 Galatia

15 Cappadocia
16 Syria

17 Lycia

18 Pontus

19 Dalmatia (Illyricum)
20 Sicily

21 Italy

22 Cilicia

23 Pamphylia
24 Cyprus

25 Egypt

26  Cyrenaica
27 Arabia

28 Malta

29 Moesia

30 Crete

31 Phrygia

32 Israel

33 Midian

34 Pisidia

35 Cauda (Clauda)
36 Ethiopia

37 Libya

38 Phoenicia
39 Lyconia
40 Chios
41 Patmos

4?2 Samos

104  Mysia

Answer Key
Cities
43 Rome
44 Rhegium
45 Corinth
46 Three Taverns
47 Puteoli
48 Syracuse
49 Berea
50 Thessalonica
51 Philippi
52 Apollonia
53 Neapolis
54 Troas
55 Smyma
56 Hierapolis
57 Ephesus
58 Assos
59 Adramyttium
60 Pergamum
61 Thyatira
62 Sardis
63 Philadelphia
64 Antioch (west)
65 Colossae
66 Laodicea
67 Rhodes
68 Paphos
69 Myra
70 Lystra
71 Derbe
72 Tarsus
73 Antioch (east)
74 Seleucia
75 Sidon
76 Iconium
77 Miletus
78 Cos
79 Fair Havens
80 Phoentx
81 Salomone
82 Cyrene
&3 Alexandria
84 Jerusalem
85 Salamis
86 Damascus
87 Ptolemais

Cities (cont’d)

88 Caesarea
89 Nicopolis
90 Attahia

91 Patara

92 Cnidus

93 Amphipolis
94 Tyre

95 Forum of Appius
105  Cenchrea

106  Perga

107  Athens
Rivers

9% Nile

97 Euphrates
98 Orantes
99 Jordan
100 Pyramus
101  Holys
102  Hebrus

103 Sangarius

7-Feb-00
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Every Geographical Location in Acts/Epistles

Tyrrhenian
Adriatic
Galilee
Aegean

Black
Mediterranean
Red

Pead

Provinces/Islands

Dalmatia *
Pisidia
Syria
Galatia
Egypt
Phrygia
Phoenicia
Sicily
Italy
Macedonia
Cilicia
Pamphylia
Crete
Israel
Cappadocia
Bithynia
Midian
Cauda (Clauda)
Ethiopia
Cyprus
Libya
Achaia
Moesia
Asia
Lyconia
Pontus
Cyrenaica
Patmos
Arabia
Malta
Chios
Samos
Lycia
Mysia

Cities

Mafching

Amphipolis
Rome

Tyre
Rhegium
Alexandra
Caesarea
Salamis
Corninth
Assos
Derbe
Nicopolis
Jerusalem
Three Taverns
Syracuse
Cos
Damascus
Seleucia
Patara-
Hierapolis
Ephesus
Ptolemais
Philadelphia
Adramyttium
Pergamum
Thyatira
Sardis

Forum of Appius

Troas

Paphos
Phoenix
Colossae
Salomone
Sidon
Cenchrea
Perga
Antioch (east)
Athens
Thessalonica
Apollcnia
Neapolis
Cyrene
Antioch (west)
Thrace
Laodicea

New Testament Backgrounds: Geography

Cities (cont'd)
Rhodes
Myra
Lystra
Berea
Puteohi
Philippi
Attalia
Cnidus
Miletus
Fair Havens
Smyma
Tarsus
Iconium

Holys
Euphrates
Orantes
Sangarius
Nile
Jordan
Pyramus
Hebrus

7-Feb-00
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Maps of the OT. and Modern Mid-East

Terry Hall, Bible Panorama, 49, adapted

C.LS.

TURKEY

SAUDI ARABIA

KUWAIT
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Regions and Elevations of Israel
LaSor, Old Testament Survey, 44, 47, and Hill & Walton, A Survey of the Old Testament. 51
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Figure 4.1. Geological Features of Palestine

TOPOGRAPHICAL CROSS-SECTION — WEST-EAST

{Looking towards north)

Eastern
. Desert

Transjordanian

Wilderness

Shephelah

Coastal Plain

_Rift Valley

Central Mountains

Mountains

TOPOGRAPHICAL CROSS-SECTION — NORTH-SOUTH

{Looking towards the east)

North

South

Hill Country
of Judah

Lower Jezreel Hill Country of Manasseh
Galilee Valley and Ephraim

Upper
Galilee

Negev Highlands

Negev
Basin
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Travel in Ancient Israel
Marjie Mehlis, Maps of the Holy Land for Overhead Projection (Elgin, IL: David C. Cook Pub. Co., 1973)

Scale of Miles
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. { e
~ | LEBANON
Gevelopment of Modern Israel

O
DAMASCUS

Territory allotted to Israel by the United Nations Partition Accords
(November 1947) and augmented in the 1948 War and 1949
Agreements (Jerusalem was a divided city) Acre

Golan Hejghts
v

// Territory occupied by Israel after the 6-Day War (June -
7 1967)—not fundamentally altered after Separation of Forces
Agreement following the Yom Kippur War (October 1973)

Territory occupied by Israel after the 6-Day War (June 1967) Natanya
but returned to Egypt under the Camp David Accord (September
1978) and completed almost four years later (April 1982)

Tel Aviv-Yafop ® Ramat Gan

Territory occupied temporarily in southern Lebanon
by iIsrael's forces (March 1978-June 1978)
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Adapted from Marjie Mehlis, Maps of the Holy Land for Overhead Projection (Elgin, IL: David C. Cook Pub. Co.,
1973), 8; Barry J. Beitzel, The Moody Bible Atlas (Chicago: Moody Press, 1985), 191
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Sizes of Israel vs. Singapore

Source Unknown
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Dr. Rick Griffith

Average Temperatures
Jan. Feb. ~ March Apr.  May June ~ July Aug.  Sept.  Oct. Nov.
Jerusalem C 611 714 8-16 12:21 15-25 17-27 1929 1929 1828  16:26 12-19
F 4353 4457 4761 5369  60-77 6381 6684 6686 6582 6078 5467
TelAviv C 918 919 1020 1222 1725 - 1928 2130 2230 2031 1528 12:25
F 4965 4866 5169 5472 6377 67-83 70-86 72-86 69-89 59-83 = 54.76
Haifa C 817 9-18 821 13-26 15-25 1828  20-30 2130 20-30 16-27 13-23
F 4663 4764 4770 5578 5876 64-82 6886 7086 688 6081 5674
Tiberias C  9-18 920 11-22 1327 17-32 20-35 23-37 24-37 22-35 19-32 15-26
4865 4967 5172 5680  62-89 6895 7398 7599 7195 6589  59-78
Elat C 1021 1123 13%6 1731 235 2437 2540 2640 2436 2033 1628
F 4970 5173 5679 6387 69-95 759 77-103 79104 7598 69-92 761-83
DeadSea C 114-20 132-22 162253 199-293 236338 268-373 282-389 286-383 272-356 236-32 183-266
53-68  56-72 61-78 688 7593 80-99  83-102 83101 81-96 75-90  65-80
Road distances (In KM). 1 MILE = 1.61 KMS; 1 KM = 0.62 MILES
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Sl1els5|8(8|sg|%|z|e|8|3|3|s|s(5]|¢8
Gla|<|S|S |cg|d|R|Z|N|I|Z|R|xT|a|S
Eilat 24113071307 [ 214|320 351|354 | 385|403 1432|444 473|427 | 439|471
Beer Sheva 241 66 | 81 |105]| 85 |110[115|144 1176|191 |217 | 246|200 | 269 | 293
Ashkelon 307 | 66 71 |166| 48 | 49 | 49 | 78 [ 107}139|151[180| 134|200 | 255
Jerusalem 307{ 81| 71 90 | 656145 | 59 | 93 | 110[120( 131176131194 | 214
Massada 2141105}166| 90 1451141 [163[171 190220 |230| 242|213 |225} 257
Rehovot 320}| 85 | 48 | 55 | 145 16 | 22 | 56 | 88 114127 {156 120|191 | 221
B.G. Airport 3511110} 49 | 45 [ 141 | 16 15 144 | 62 | 85 | 109|137 115|157} 199
Tel - Aviv 3541115| 49 | 59 |153{ 22 | 15 29 | 61 | 90} 1021131 | 85 | 162|195
Netanya 3851144 | 78 | 93 |171}| 56 | 44 | 29 34 ,59 72 1100 | 58 {135} 166
Zichron Yaakov §403{176|107{110{190| 88 | 62 | 61 | 34 .44 | 40 | 75 | 21 | 106|140
Afula 4321191 (139|120 |220[114| 85 | 90 | 59 | 44 12 | 41 | 48 | 72 | 103
Nazareth 4441217 [151[131[230 1127|109 |102| 72 | 40 | 12 29 | 37 | 70 | o1
Tiberlas 473246 {180{176 242} 156|137 |131]100| 75 | 41 | 29 57 | 35 | 62
Haifa 42712001134 ]131]213[120|115{ 85 {58 | 21 | 48 | ‘37 | 57 74 1115
Safed 439 (26912001194 1225]191{157(1621135]|106§ 72 { 70 | 35 | 74 46
Metula 471293 |255]214 257 | 221|199 195|166 140]103| 91 | 62 |105| 46
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Road Distances and Temperafures in Israel

Israel: A Visitor’s Companion (Jerusalem: Israel Ministry of Tourism, 1993)
and “Landface Pictorial Four in One Map” (Herzliya: Landface Co. Ltd., 1994)
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The Negev
Eilat Mountains Map

Sculptured Wilderness: Touring the Negev Desert (Beersheba: Israel Ministry of Tourism, 1995)
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History of the Negev

Israel Ministry of To

Wilderness: Touring the Negev Desert (Beersheba:

Sculptured

" By} Ul JUBWIBIAS ‘QEg Ul 1$8nbuod qelY dU) JBNY

. 'paJaA00sIp 8q o} Bulirem pue|
® 51 )] "poMIBW USaQ ARy S|ies) Bumiy pue-‘paaiasald Buieq ale
SBINSEAJ) [BINJBU ‘PAIOISSI UBS(Q BABY S8)IS JUSIOUE ‘padojaasp
Bulaq a1 SAOIAIBS pue Sailijior) BulNO] "AIAY |81 PUe wajesniap
WoJj 9ALIP JNOY-0M} B Ajuo paleniis si il pue ‘punol
1eak ||e poob si Jayjeam slj ‘paziubodal ussq Ajjeuyy sey
{eusjod ws1no} s}l ‘sJeak maj 1sed ay) uling "yoBl} ud
-18aq 2y} JJO ||1S 8B SUIBIUNOW Y%JelS pue ‘saixs aniq
;ea|0 'suoAued pue S|pem USpplY S} '|9.IS| O} S1319
-ARJ) 1SOLU O] UMOUMUN AJfBNIIA [|1iS St AsBaN ay L

"000°0Z 1 40 A0 B 0} SIUBLGBYUI 000'G JO UMD
e Wouy maJb Bqaysiasg "paljisualul sem AabaN
UJBYMOU U} Ul JUBLWBNSS ‘8duspuadapu] JO JBM
ay) BuImojj0 '|9BIS| JO PUB| BY} JO [BAIASL BY] U
syse) Juepoduwi 1SowW 8y o auo AsBaN 8y} Jo Jusw
-3|119S PBISpISUOD JUBWSAOW ISIUOiZ 8Y| “AsBaN
By} O pauinlal sIajias ‘Iale| SIeak puesnoul vy

‘spewou maj e Aq Ajuo payl

-qeyul sem )i *Ainjuso ylulu 8y} Ag ‘pauljosp nabapN

‘sdojs ueAeIed punoJe dn maib jeyl sumoy pue ‘sabej
-jIA Bujwey ‘saualSBUOW ‘SUONE]S ABM ‘sisod p.tenb o
suinJ 8y} surejuod pue sAkemybiy JusioUB Yim INo paxJew S|
1 :naBap 2y} uo Juuduwit jeoiBojoseyole Buolls e 3| Aioisiy syl

‘aInoy 821dgS ay} JO |0Jju0d Joj espnf JO a|doad ay) pue
suewoy 8y} yim 1ybnoy pue sjiel} sy paiid sispe.} UESIBYEN

-A8BaN UJBLLIOU pUB SSaUISP|im UB3PN[ B} JO SBABI PAPN|I8Ss 8ul
ul poy) Ino Jybnos sonsose pue “uadai 0} jaeis| Jo 8|doad 8y} uodn
pajjeo isndeg ay) uyor ‘eag peaq 8y} Jo YUou eale sy} wold
"S9SS8IL0}
Buiemo] pue sadejed jusdyiubew yim I paulope PoIdH
‘uawidojeasp si pelesisayolo pineq “sured Aisnp s Buoie
payem yell|3 pue ‘sasoy ‘JefieH ‘weye.iqy ‘SSeuIapiim
ay} yBnoay) Aem syl spew sajdoad Bo1|aiq Jayio pue
‘Sa)IyaleWY ‘Sajuwops ‘seyjees| ‘suendAb3 -ease ay)
Buiweo. Apeaile aiam sisjuny ‘ofe sJeah puesnou}
ua| ‘Kioisiy uewny Buiisalaiul pue buoj e 0} WIEd
el ueo AsbaN au) ‘Aineaq jeinieu sli Sapiseg
‘nabap au)
ur Auo punoj aq UED Jey} swiojpue| pue ‘SuoAued
daap ‘Seisand ‘s1ajewo|iy JO SUszZop Joj yoialis jeyl
s80B) 1|0 ‘sluswaned LIBSap ‘SBUNP PUBS 'SPUE]
-peq ‘sie|y Lasap uassp & dn ayeuw eyl SULIOJpUE|
~ paueA a8yl Jo ||e sasseduwioous )i esle |jews sl ul
g "eIqelY 0 ‘BIBYES SU) 8))| SU8Sap Isea Jo Buiyiou
fes o} ‘az1s s}t sawil xIs st ‘feurs ‘Joqybieu Joop-ixsu
s)| ‘aBuey A19A Jou St A8BaN 8U) 'JaABMOY 'SH8sap JBUI0
o] paredwoy) "|aeIs| O 91elS 8yl JO J|ByY J8A0 asudwod
S1810WO|Y 81enbs 000'Z | SH :L8sap PUBILSS O] PUE UB S| ‘883

pESQ 8y} pUE ‘BAS POY Y} ‘UBSUBLIBHP3IN 8y} USBMISG PaleNiS

‘pue| Jo asuedxa Jejnbuew) siy L "1e|i3 JO JIND 8y} O} BqaysIssg

woJj ‘|eeIS| J0 MJed uiayinos syl 18A0 simelds asbap ay




18

New Testament Backgrounds: Geography

Dr. Rick Griffith

Touring the Negev Desert (Beersheba: Israel Ministry of Tourism, 1995)

The Spice Route History

Sculptured Wilderness
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The Spice Route Map

Sculptured Wilderness: Touring the Negev Desert (Beersheba: Israel Ministry of Tourism, 1995)

-Hatzeri;n\@ Co—

BEERSHEBA

National Park
Visitors’ Center
Cease-fire line
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Judean Desert Map

Sculptured Wilderness: Touring the Negev Desert (Beersheba: Israel Ministry of Tourism, 1995)

Nature Site
Swimming Beach
National Park
Spa and thermal
bath

Cease-fire line
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Jerusalem Ry e
During the Ministry of Jesus Herod the Great (reigned 37—48.C) .“""-..,"

rebuilt the temple and its surrounding .
The *'THIRD WALL"" walls, built a palace, a fortress, a

{shown with dotted line) theater and a hippodrome (stadium)

wag begun by Herod Agrippa | between A.D. for horse and chariot races. He >
41 and 44 to enclose the growing northern brought the city to the zenith of its Q'$
suburbs, but the warl: was apparently architectural beauty and Roman éo
stopped. its construction was resumed, cuitural expression. This became

in haste, only after the First Jewish Jerysalem in the time of Jesus.

Revolt broke out in A.0. 66.

The 'SECOND WALL" Psephinus

was built by Herod | or by earlier = ——————

Hasmanean kings. Precise i

location is difficult to determine.
. This w2il was put up around

R

amarket areain a valley, Tyropoeon Street* * 4

protecting it fom raiding and N »Garden Tomb”

looting, but was f qugstionable / Present Damascus Gate* "} (alternate

military value. Atits eastern end, / . R\ crucifixion site) Maximum 7

however, Herod built a military / Bridge over valley city giuwth /

barracks (Antonia Fortress). {“Wilson's Arch”')" * within v_v;glls /
Nl - AD. /

The “'FIRST WALL,” Xystus (Greek . by. . 7

so named by Josephus, exercise half) Antonia Fortress*”* ..

encircled the city during the ;

Hasmonean period, 167 8.C. ”as',',‘;’,';ﬂz"

After the revolt led by Judas

Maccabeus in 167 .

Jerusalem expanded Eﬁg’i}’l‘)’(m{

steadily in a period of
independence under its
own Jewish kings.

Site

Herod's Towers

Herod'’s
Royal -
Palace*

Gates and
Stairways*** . e

-

Trad&ti%r(al L,
Upper Room? 7

A
Archaeological excavations
have revealed a monumental
stairway and the continuation
of Tyropoeon Street,* " * that
lies along the valley called
"Way of the Cheesemonaqers’

AN

go_use of <% IRk ‘ ln, SEF 4. 2Ty OF 7 by Josephus.

caphaste R 9/ % e N 4SDAVID ~ The Siloarn Aqueduct-
idem%ied hore % o Qe AL S Tunnel*** was cut 1,743 ft.
with today’s RN X PR a o - through solld bedrock, was
Church of . 511" high (ave'gage) and
St. Peter followed an *'S’" shaped

in Gallicantuy "R course made necessary by

engineering difficulties. it was
carved by Hazekiah and
provided water during the
siege (2Ch 32:30). Water
fiows through it to this day.

Theaté

3

* Log:at.icn generally known, but style of architecture is unknown; Buildings, streets and roads shown here are artist’s concept
artist's concept only. and Roman architecture is assumed. only unless otherwise named and located. Wall heights
** Location and architecture unknown, but referred to in written {:m};m gene’&aﬂy unknown, except for those surrounding
history; shown here for ilfustrative purposes. @ Temple Mount.
*** Ancient feature has remained, or appearance has been DEEP VALLEYS on the gast, south and west
determined from evidence. permitted urban expansion only to the north. © Hugh Claycombe 1982

® 1989 by Gospe! Light Publications. Permission granted to purchaser to reproduce this Sheet for class purposes only. Bible Visual Resource Book, 191
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Passion Week

Bible Visual Resource Book, 193
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Produced by the Cartographic Division A 3 w:m wi\f N 8;;150?\4;—, ?‘;_ ?E;? :

3 11 2 coypt within the Charch of the oty
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History of* Jerusalem

The history of Jerusalem is a long and complicated one. Since the city has been one of the most
destroyed and rebuilt cities in the world, deciphering the various layers of civilizations has proven a
challenge for even the best archaeologists.

Jerusalem is divided into two general sections: the New City (developed largely since 1967) and the
Old City (surrounded by a wall built by the Muslim Turks in AD 1530). The eastern part of Jerusalem
includes the Mount of Olives and Kidron Valley and has a large Arab population whereas western

Jerusalem is entirely Jewish.

Jerusalem means “City of (the god) Salim,” for it originally was a Canaanite city. This Egyptian,
West Semitic, and Akkadian “Salim” in Hebrew sounds much like “Shalom,” or “peace.” Thus it
has been called the “City of Peace,” but perhaps no other city has been fought over more! The Bible
also calls this city Salem, Jebus, Zion, Arnel, and the City. Other names include Aelia Capitolina
(Roman name after the AD 132 Jewish revolt to fourth century) and El-Quds (Muslim).

Jerusalem remains the largest populated city in Israel (600,000). Tel Aviv is larger when the outside
metropolitan areas are included and most nations consider Tel Aviv the capital. However, Israel
regards Jerusalem the “real” capital. Every foot walks with a sense of history. Just look at the
history of the 14 periods of control over this incredible city:

Dates

3150—1006 BC  Canaanite/Jebusite (not conquered by Joshua)

1006-586 BC Israelite (David until Nebuchadnezzar's destruction)

586-538 BC Babylonian (Judah’s exile)

538-331 BC Persian (Judah’s return)

331-143 BC Hellenistic (Greek)

143-63 BC Hasmonean (limited Jewish self-rule under Greeks)

63 BC-AD 324 Roman (time of Christ and early church)

AD 324-638 Byzantine (“Christian” Roman Empire —i.e., Eastern Orthodox control)

AD 638-1099 Early Moslem (Dome of Rock built)

AD 1099-1187  Crusader (“Christian”)

AD 1187-1517 Mamluk (Moslem)

AD 1517-1917 Ottoman (Turkish Moslem, built present walls)

AD 1917-1948  British Rule (under League of Nations mandate)

AD 1948-1967 State of Israel (but Jordan controlled East Jerusalem)

AD 1967-1993  East Jerusalem, West Bank, Gaza Strip, Golan controlled by Israel

AD 1993-now  Gaza Strip, Jericho, Bethlehem conceded to Palestinian self-rule

7-Feb-00
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Jerusalem in.Various Periods
Charlesworth, Jesus Within Judaism, 113

Note that “B.C.E.” below means “Before Common Era” which most of us generally refer to as B.C. (“Before Christ”).
It follows, then, that “C.E.” means “Common Era” or A.D. (“Anno Domini—the Year of Our Lord”). Many scholars
use these alternate abbreviations to show sensitivity to Jewish scholars who take offense at dating based on Jesus’ life.

1. 10th cent. B.C.E. (David)

3. Tthcent. B.C.E. (Josiah)
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Jerusalem in the Time of Christ
Charlesworth, Jesus Within Judaism, 114

Dr. Rick Griffith
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Jerusalem at AD 66
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Jerusalem’s Water System
BAR (July/August 1994): 23-24 (1 of 2)

vhe did chey tollow such o circuitous route when i
vould have been casicr—and shorter—ro tunnel in
araight lineZ From the Gihon Spring o the Pool ot
SHloam in a seraighe line is only 1050 tee the acrual
length of the tunnel. however, is 1,748 teer, more than
66 pereent longcr chan NeCessiry.

Ever since these subterrancan waterworks were dis-
covered, the majority of scholars have regarded them
as man-made and have tried o explain che puzzles about
chem in terms of human intent or crror. Thus, for
example, to explain why Heeckiah's cunnel follows such
a circuitous route, some scholars have argued thae the
sotthern bend in che tunnel was necessary to avoid
the desecration of passing underncath what may be
royal tombs above.! The northern bend of the tunnel
was supposedly planned © meet a well wichin the cigy*—
but no well was encountered anywhere along the twn-
nel. Another scholar has suggested that the trequent mean-
dering near the meeting point was due to “false echoes™
from the axes, which misled the workmen, and to their
“nervous haste” to achieve the imminent meeting,.’

Or take the semicircular course of the horizontal

THREE WATER SYSTEMS have sprung from the Gihon Spring at various times in
Jerusalem’s history (right). The oldest, shown in yellow, is known as Warren’s Shaft after
it modern discoverer, Captain Charles Warren. Probably dating to at least the eleventh
century B.C.E., it gave the city protected access to the water of the spring, which lay
outside the city wall. Because the Gihon Spring lies low on the slope, the Jebusites (and
the Israelites later) could not include it within their city wall. Had the walls been built
low on the slope, the city would have been exposed to attack from the high slope across

the Kidron Valley.

The Siloam channel, shown in red, was built next. This aqueduct irrigated adjacent
fields through openings in the channel wall. The channel’s position outside the city wall
indicates that it served during times of peace. Archaeologists suggest that the Siloam

channel may date to Solomon’s time (965-928 B.C.E.).

The third water system, Hezekiah’s tunnel, appears in brown. Threatened with siege
by the Assyrian forces of Sennacherib in 701 B.C.E., the Judahite king Hezekiah ordered
the construction of the tunnel to divert water from the Gihon Spring, outside his city
walls, to the Siloam Pool, safely within the walls. Hezekiah’s idea succeeded (2 Kings
20:20 and 2 Chronicles 32:30), and Sennacherib failed to capture Jerusalem.

The geological profile below presents a view to the north, as if looking at a vertical slice
from east to west through the side of the hills. It shows the Warren’s Shaft system and
Hezekiah’s tunnel in relation to prominent features and the underlying rock types. The
vertical lines mark geological faults, cracks in the ground that have caused vertical
displacement of the layers. Here we can see that while the uppermost portion of the
Warren’s Shaft system lies in the porous Meleke layer, the rest of the system, all of
Hezekiah’s tunnel and the Gihon Spring itself lie in the hard Mizzi Ahmar dolomite layer.

Elevation

780m - Hinnom Valley

Mount Zion

Mizzi Hilu

and stepped tunnels ar the wop of Warren's Shate: The
straight-line discnce between che semicireles ends s
only 82 teer: the length of che tunnels, however, is
130 teet. an unnecessary 00 pereene of addicional cun-
neling. This curved route has been explained on the
basis of the nced o moderate the slope. 1F chis was
so, how can we explain the fact thac che slope of che
stepped tunncl is so steep, averaging about 33 degrees?
There is a scarp nearly 9 teet high ac the bottom of
the seepped tunnel, which obviously would require a
ladder to traverses even then, the climb would be very
inconvenient, especially when carrying buckets of
water. This scarp between the stepped cunnel and the
horizoneal tunnel has been explained as a defense mea-
sure. An exit from the horizontal twnnel emerges on
the eastern slope at a point outside the city wall. This
tunnel (see the plan on p. 24) was supposedly made
for the disposal of excavation waste.” However, since
it required substantial extra labor and, in addition. com-
promised the security of the city. this explanation is
rather weak.

Or look at the dead-end shatt on the plan. This

LT
A a6,

3

Tyropoeon Valley
Kidron Valley

City of David Mount

Gihon

of Olives
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Mysteries of the Warren’s Shaft System

These drawings show the Warren's Shaft
system as viewed in section, as though we
could look at a vertical cutaway of the hill,
and in plan, as if seen from above. The
construction of the system required block-
age of the outlet to the Kidron Valley
(originally a natural drain for the Gihon
Spring) and the engineering of the lower

wunnel to bring the water into the “water
chamber” at the foot of Warren's Shaft.
This allowed Warren's Shaft to function as
a well. Even during a siege, prople within
the city (note the position of the Jebusite
and Israelite city walls) could walk down
the steep upper tunnel, then through the
more moderately sloped tunnel to the top

of Warren’s Shaft, from which they could
lower a bucket to raise water from the
water chamber, 37 feet below.

Anomualies in the system have long mys-
titied scholars, however. Whace ts the dead-
end shaft> Why does Warren's Shaft
extend below the level of the lower tunnel
{see section, below, and photo, p. 26)2
Why does the upper tnnel—seen dlearly in
the plan—Ifollow a hairpin course? What

:;;: Hasmonean towes Section purpose did the blocked exit tunnel, jutting
erias off the main tunnel above Warren's Shaft,
serve (sce section, below and on p. 26, and
- photo, p. 27)? Geologist Dan Gill proposes
that the prior existence of a karst system (a
natural occurrence of eroded shafts and
conduits) explains these and other myster-
ies of the Warren’s Shaft system and
Hezekiah's tunnel.
Israelite city wall
—120m uws,
' s Jebusite city wall
- M elekea
M'ZZ' Ah, h N modern building
235N /'
7
dead-end \ inclined =~ blocked
eah -fetn tunnel exit tunnel
sha Warren's l
Shaft {
-0 \ }‘ stairway
SN tunnel = .
{ i ower funne Z—head of Siloam channel
(U] Hezekiah's tunnel Sl B} -~ —_defunct outlet
nkhole terminati ~—~ZZZ toKidron
sinkhole termination Gihon Spring Valley
Plan
inclined Israelite city wall
Hasmonean tower tunnel o
7 ' Jebusite city wall
‘ scarp
N Warren's Shaft
\ modern
e
s A4 steep tunnel building defunctoutlet
1_e\(\“\ \ , lower tunnel Valley
o .
t N cross section : % E 7l PRVY | SSt ‘! T
projection line TR dead-end / N‘”—Wmllllm"
shaft . Gihon Spring |}
vaulted chamber stairway
entrance blocked — head of
corridor exit 10 Siloam channel
tunnel ____tim

BAR. (v /Mg 94): 24
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A Revised Jerusalem Wall
Hershel Shanks, Biblical Archaeology Review (Nov-Dec. 1999): 22-23 (1 of 2)
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BUILT BY HEZEKIAH?
The Book of Chronicles
details King Hezekiah's
preparations for Senna-
“cherib’s attack: “Hezekiah
set to work: résolutely and
built up the entire wall that
was broken down ... and
outside he built another
wall” (2 Chronicles 32:5).
Are these courses of
stones—-16 feet tall in
places—the remains of
Hezekiah's outer wall? (The
wall appears in the fore-
ground of the photo at left,
which looks up the eastern
slope of the City of David.
The photo below shows the
wall straight on.) Discovered
this past spring by arch-
aeologists Ronny Reich and
Eli Shukron, the wall runs
along the eastern flank of
the City of David, about
120 feet below the eadier,
eighth-century city wall
discovered by Kathlcen
Kenyon and Yigal Shiloh
(see plan). Also dating to
the eighth century, the
newly discovered wall
enclosed the Gihon Spring.

//// :
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Jerusalem’s Kidron Wall & Gate
Biblical Archaeology Review (Nov-Dec. 1999): 24, 27 (2 of 2)

tone Structure

Wgrren s Shaft Systefn“/

Sprmg Towe

/

: X
r;’

(bmlt over Gthon Sprmg)

AN UNDYING THIRST for a safe water supply inspired
the construction of ancient Jerusalem's water system beside
the Gihon Spring, the city’s only natural water source, located
low on the eastern slope of the City of David. Three years
ago archaeologists Ronny Reich and Eli Shukron discovered
the remains of a massive complex of towers, built in the
Middle Bronze Age II (18th to 17th century B.C), that
e protected the spring and its waters. The system, as shown in
A the plan below, included the Spring Tower, located directly
/ above the Gihon Spring (excavated remains from the Middle
Bronze Age appear in deep red; reconstructed remains are in
pink). Channel II (upper left photo) shunted water south
from the spring. The top of the channel was sealed with
huge boulders, dropped from above and trapped by the

v ) channel’s slightly convex walls. A subsidiary tunnel (Tunnel
- 111} deflected the water into a 22- by 10-foot pool, which

was ‘protected by at least one tower. In the bottom photo, a
man stands before the cyclopean stones (measuring up to 6
feet tall) that formed the 30-foot-tall northern Pool Tower;
the edge of the pool can be seen in’the’ shadowy shaft at lefr.
Reich and Shukron speculate that a matching tower stood on
the southern side of the pool and that water was drawn by
standing on a platform suspended between’ the two towers. A
series of tunnels (outlined in red) led from inside the city
wall to the pool. (This tunnel, according to Reich and
Shukson, has long been misidentified as; part of Warren's
Shaft System; see plan, p. 35, and the following article.)

" One thousand years later, in the eighth century B.C,,
King Hezekiah of Judah constructed a tunnel (upper right
photo) that diverted the waters from t.he spnng 10 a pool

" on the western side of the
city—probably to safeguard
the water supply in the
event of an Assyrian siege.
The beginning of his 1,750-
foot tunnel appears in blue in
the plan, below. Around the
same time, a second city wall
was built outside the spring,
in line with the Spring Tower.

tunnel
leading to

N

—_—

Hezekiah's Tunne!

Pool To\;l?f

-35—- Pool Tower

excavated remains

—— Gihon Spring

- Spring Tower

- - steps to spring

. axcavnad remains - "
of Middle Bronze Age Il H
{18th to 17th cantury BLE) |

.. ‘3 reconstructed remains E
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charmal ll E
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The Temple Mount
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Jesusin Judea and Samaria

S
Miles 5 0 Cana. R
Kms _? ' IJ_(‘)_ 10 h
Nazareth«
A Mt. Tabor
Nain «
Mediterranean
Sea
Caesarea Scythopolis «
The most important
port in Judea in *Pella
NT times. .
Sallm . ——— John the Baptist
R\ A Aenon’ T baptized here (Jn
@P‘ 3:23). It was also
e the probable
S N location of John's
Here Jesus talked with . ministry.
Samaria a Samaritan woman, e
at Jacob’s well
(JUn 4:5).
4 ° Sychar
Mt. Gerizim

The mountain referred to by the
Samaritan woman at the well as the
worship center for the Samaritans
(Jn 4:20-23).

\3\) Most important
Biblical city. Jesus™---
was crucified here
The resurrected Jesus appeared as predicltedd(Mtr
to two people walking to .nq. ‘A, Jericho
" 16:21; Mk 10:33; . Jesus healed
Emmaus, and he ate with them Lk 18:31) o - gs ea : a(Mt
there (Lk 24:13). o ind man here
( £ ) ' 20:29), and called
mmaus ¢ Jerusalem Zacchaeus down )
® . from a tree (Lk 19:1).
Bethany
Jesus raised Lazarus from the - The Good

dead (Jn 11:43-44). Here Jesus Samaritan helped a

was anointed in the house of * Bethiehem traveler en route
Simon the Leper (Mt 26:6). It was The birthplace - here (Lk 10:30).
also the scene of the ascension °fJe_5”5 (Mt2:1;
(Lk 24:50-51). Lk2:4). ;
»Machaerus
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Pentecost gountries & Damascus
Bible Visual Resource Book, 215

Acts

Acts 2.9-11

ASIA (8)
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_______ Assumed locations

Damascus represented much more to Saul, the strict
Pharisee, than another stop on his campaign of
repression. It was the hub of a vast commercial network
with far-flung lines of caravan trade reaching into north
Syria, Mesopotamia, Anatolia, Persia and Arabia. If the
new “Way"’ of Christianity flourished in Damascus, it
would quickly reach all these places. From the
viewpoint of the Sanhedrin and of Saul, the arch-
persecutor, it had to be stopped in Damascus.

The city itself was a veritable oasis, situated in a plain
watered by the Biblical rivers Abana and Pharpar.

Governor's -3:

Roman architecture overlaid the Hellenistic town plan
with a great temple to Jupiter and a mile-long
colonnaded street, the *'Straight Street” of Ac9:11. The
city gates and a section of the town wall may still be

*seen today, as well as the lengthy bazaar that runs

along the fine of the ancient street.

The dominant political figure at the time of Paul’s
escape from Damascus (2 Co 11:32-33) was Aretas IV,
king of the Nabateans (9 8.C.-A.D. 40), though normally
the Decapolis cities were attached to the province of
Syria and were thus under the influence of Rome.

© 1989 by Gospel Light Publications. Permission granted to purchaser to reproduce this Sheet for class purposes only.

(1) (2) (3) etc.—Numbers indicate
sequence listed in Ac 2:9-11
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The Spread of the Gospel
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Paul’s First and Second Missionary Journeys
Bible Visual Resource Book, 219
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Paul’s Third Missionary Journey and Journey to Rome
Bible Visual Resource Book, 221
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Stages of God’s Plan in History

Dr. Max Anders
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The Intertestamental Era

Q: Why should we study NT backgrounds?

One reason is because so much happened between the testaments that we can’t understand the NT
without understanding the intertestamental period. Just look at all the changes that took place in

these 400 years...

(425 BC—5 BC)

Issue/Time Period

Malachi (end of OT)

Intertestamental

Advent of Christ

Rulers Over Israel

Political Stability

Expectation of Messiah
and Restored Kingdom

Language in Israel
-Ability to Evangelize

Road System

Places of Worship

Religious Leaders

-Achieved office by...

-Extent of Power

-Hermeneutic

Authority for Living

Persia (208 yrs.)

Peace/autonomy

Moderate
(Zechariah)

Hebrew/Aramaic
Limited

Very Limited

Temple (Jerusalem)

Synagogues (Babylon)

Priests/Levites

Genealogy

Local Jurisdiction

Literal

OT Law

Greeks (188 yrs.)
Hasmoneans (80 yrs.)

Many wars

Increasing
“Two Messiahs”

Greek (Septuagint)
Increased

Expanded

Rise of Synagogues
in Israel

Rise of Jewish Sects

Fighting illegitimate
high priest

Rise of Sanhedrin

Unstable + Apocalyptic

Rise of Oral Law

Rome (58 yrs.)

Peace (but through

%4

Rome’s “iron hand™!)

High

Aramaic/Greek/Latin
Extensive

Extensive & Quality

Synagogues/Temple

Pharisees/Sadducees

Bribes/Executions

Corrupt Sanhedrin

Letterism

Pharisees
27-Dec-04
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The “Kingdom Stage” is Set!

Galatians 4:4-5 “But when the time had fully come, God sent His Son, born of a woman, born under the law,
to redeem those under the law, that we might recetve the full rights as sons”

The time was right:
politically
linguistically
religiously
prophetically (Dan. 9:25-26)
emotionally

transportationally

Gospel of Matthew (probably written in the 40s) answers the two questions all Jews were asking:

1. Q& Non-Christian Jews asked, “How do we know Jesus is the Messiah?” (Matt. 1 — 10)
A: His advent(1—2) and approvals (3:1—4:11) show Jesus fulfilled OT Messianic prophecies
His early ministry (4:12-25) and Sermon on Mount (5—7) reveal He has the prophetic office
He shows Messianic power by healing (8:1—9:34) and authority by delegation (9:35—11:1)

2. Q Christian Jews asked, “He’s Messiah, but where’s the promised kingdom?” (Matt. 11—28)
A: Israel rejected Christ as Messiah so He now has authority over the church (11:2— 16:12)
Jesus prepared the disciples for church issues since kingdom is postponed (17:14—20:34)
Israel rejected Him as Messiah but God sovereignly used this to pay for man’s sin (21 —27)

Christ conquers death to prove His messianic authority & ability to bring in the kingdom (28)

Application: So how has God prepared your background for you to minister effectively?

12-Mar-99
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The Parables of Christ

J. Dwight Pentecost, A Harmony of the Words and Works of Jesus Christ (Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1981), 587-88

Parable Section Page
1. The Physician - ‘ 39 140
.2 The Three Parables Concemmg Chnst s Relation to Phansalsm 48 156-157
3 -Two Parables on Judging - - 4 55 185-186
4 -The Wise and Foolish Buxlders 56 188
- 5 The Children in the Market - 60 - 200
6 The Two Debtors 62 203
7  The Parables Concerning Satan’s Kingdom 64 - 206
8 ~The Cleansed House : 65 209,306
9 The Parable of the Soils - 67 214-215
10 The Seed Growing of Itself 67 - 215
11 ~The Tares . . 67 215-217
12 The Mustard Seed 67 217-218,321
13 The Leaven Hidden in Meal - 67 218,321
14 The Hidden Treasure 67 " 218
15 The Pearl of Great Price - 67 218
16 The Net ' 67 218-219
17 The Householder 67 219
18 The Merciless Servant 94 269-270
19 The Good Shepherd 103" 294-295
20 The Good Samaritan 105 300-301
21 The Persistent Friend ~ 107 304
22 The Rich Fool : - 111 314
23 The Servants . 112 316
24 ~The Wise Steward - 113 316-317
.25. The Fig Tree : 116 319-320
26~ The Seats at the Feast : 122 329-330
27 - The Great Supper o 122 330-331
28 The Lost Sheep o 124 333ff.
29" The Lost Coin " b ' - 124 333ff.
.30 The Searching Father (The Prodxgal Son) : 124 .~ - 333ff.
31 The Unrighteous Steward - 125 338-339
32 The Rich Man and Lazarus 125 . 340-341
33 The Unprofitable Servants . 127 1342
34 The Persistent Widow ~ =7 .07 0 131 - 350ff. -
-35 The Pharisee and the Publican - -;'5 ' o131 . 352Af
36 ° The Laborers in the Vmcyaxd 134 362 .
37 - The Pounds , _ : 137 367-368 .
38 The Two Sons : ’ - 143 . 383-384.
39 The Wicked Husbandman = - 143 . 384"
40 The Rejected Stone B A 143 . ¢ 385
41 The Marriage Feast ' 143 385-386.
42 The Fig Tree ’ _ 150 405-406 -
43 The Watching Servants ' o 150 © 405
44  The Master and the Thief - : 150 406 -
45 The Wise Servant 150 - 406
46 .The Ten Virgins - ‘ v S 150 . . 407-408
47 "The Talents - - ‘ ‘ cee T ~ 150" - - 408-409

48 Thc Sheep and the Goats : : N 150 409-410°
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The Miracles of Christ

J. Dwight Pentecost, A Harmony of the Words and Works of Jesus Christ (Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1981), 588-89

Miracle . Place - Section Page
1 The Turning of Water Into Wine - Cana. ... 29 113ff.
2 The Healing of the Nobleman’s Son Capernaum - - 38" 138-139
"3 The Draught of Fishes Sea of Galilee = 41 -.. - 142-143
4 The Demoniac in the Synagogue Capernaum 42 145-146
5 The Healing of Peter’s Wife’s Mother Capernaum 43 - 146
6 The Cleansing of the Leper " Galilee. 45 148ff.
7 The Healing of the Paralytic Capernaum 46 152ff.
8 The Healing of the Cripple at Bethesda Jerusalem 49 160-161
9 The Healing of the Withered Hand Galilee . 51 167-168
10 The Healing of the Centurion’s Servant Capernaum 57 190-191
11 The Raising of the Widow’s Son Nain 58 191-192
12 The Stilling of the Storm Sea of Galilee 68 220-221
13 The Deliverance of the Demoniac of Gadara Gadara 69 221ff.
14 The Healing of the Woman Capernaum - 70 223ff.
15 The Raising of Jairus’s Daughter Capernaum 70 - 223ff.
16 The Healing of the Two Blind Men Capernaum 71 225-226
17 The Casting Out of a Dumb Spirit Capernaum 71 226
18 The Feeding of the 5,000 Near Bethsaida 74 . 231ff.
19 The Walking on the Water Sea of Galilee 76 234-235
20 The Healing of the Daughter of.
the Syrophoenician Woman Phoenicia 80 244-245
21 The Healing of the Deaf Man
With a Speech Impediment Decapolis . 81 245-246
22 - The Feeding of the 4,000 Decapolis 81 246
23 The Healing of the Blind Man Bethsaida 83 . 248
24 The Deliverance of the Epileptic Boy Mt. Hermon 89 260-261
25 The Money in the Fish’s Mouth Capernaum 92 262ff.
26 The Healing of the Man Born Blind Jerusalem 102 288ff.
27 The Casting Out of the Blind
and Dumb Spirit Galilee 108 305-306
28 The Healing of the Woman . Perea 117 320-321
29 The Healing of the Man With Dropsy Perea 122 329
30 ;- The Raising of Lazarus Bethany | 128 345-346
31 The Cleansing of the Ten Lepers Samaria 129 347-348
32 The Healing of Bartimeus Jericho 136 364
33 The Cursing of the Fig Tree Jerusalem 140 377-378.
195 506-507

34

The Second Draught of Fishes

. Sea of Galilee
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Integration of the New Testament
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New Testament Chronology

Adapted from Harold W. Hoehner, “A Chronological Table of the Apostolic Age,” ThD Diss., Dallas Theological Seminary, 1964, rev. 1972

41

Book Date Paul’s Life Church/Jews/Rome Acts
30 BC-AD 14 Birth of Paul Augustus emperor in Rome
25 Dec. 5 BC Birth of Christ
AD 14-37 Jerusalem Training Tiberius emperor in Rome
fall 29-3 April 33 Cilicia Training Christ’s 3.5 yr. ministry 1:1
Monday, 30 March 33 Triumphal Entry
Friday, 3 April 33 Crucifixion (36 yrs. old) 1:3a
Sunday, 5 April 33 Resurrection 1:3b
Thursday, 14 May 33 Ascension 1:4-11
Sunday, 24 May 33 Pentecost (Church Born) 2:141
24 May 33-April 35 Evangelize Jews only 2:1-8:1
summer 33 Peter with Sanhedrin #1 3:1—4:31
33<34 Ananias & Sapphira die 4:32—5:11
34~35 Peter with Sanhedrin #2 5:1242
late 34~early 35! “The Seven” selection 6:1-7
April 35 Assists Stephen’s death Stephen martyred 6:8—7:60
April 35-April 48 Evangelize Samaritans 8:1—-12:25
April-summer 35 Persecutes church Persecution by Paul 8:1,3;9:1a
summer 35 Conversion Church fears Paul 9:1b-19a; Gal. 1:15
summer 35-37 Damascus? & Arabia 9:19b-25; Gal. 1:17
summer 37 Jerusalem visit #13 Bamabas introduces Paul 9:26-29; Gal. 1:18
fall 37-43 Tarsus, Syria, Cilicia 9:30; Gal. 1:21
37-41 Caligula emperor in Rome
Matthew 40’s Church still Jewish
40~41 Peter & Gentile Cornelius 10:1—11:18
41 Antioch church planted 11:19-24
41-54 Claudius emperor in Rome
434 Antioch Bamabas recruits Paul 11:25-26
James 44~47 Jewish church is carnal
spring 44 Agrippa I kills James 12:1-25
spring 44 Peter escapes prison 12:3-19a
late 44? God kills Agrippa I 12:19b-24
fall 476 Jerusalem visit #2 Antioch’s famine relief 11:27-30; Gal. 2:1
Fall 47-Aprii 48 Antioch
April 48-Sept. 49 Missionary journey #1 Evangelizes Galatia 13:1—-14:26
Sept. 49-April 50 Antioch furlough #1 14:27-28
fall 49 Antioch: rebukes Peter Still “anti-Gentile” Gal. 2:11-16
Galatians fall 49 Writes from Antioch Galatian heresy stopped
fall 49 Jerusalem visit #3 Jerusalem Council 15:1-29
winter 49-50 Returns to Antioch Antioch Gentiles rejoice 15:30-35
April 50 Bamabas disagrees Barnabas disciples Mark 15:36-39

IA tilda (~) means one point within a range of dates, but a hyphen (-) means all the dates between dates noted.
2Galatians 1:17 implies that the Arabia visit was brief so most of this time Paul ministered in Damascus.

3This first Jerusalem visit was to establish contact with Peter and lasted only 15 days (Gal. 1:18-19). However, a problem

exists here: did he see only Peter and James (Gal. 1:18-19) or all the apostles (Acts 9:27)?
4Paul was ministering in Antioch for an entire year (Acts 11:25-26) prior to the famine visit (vv. 27-30).

5Luke uses the general statement “It was about this time...” (12:1) as he does not follow a strict chronology here.

Chronologically, Acts 12 (in Jerusalem) actually precedes Acts 11 (the famine visit from Antioch to Jerusalem).

6 A problem with this chronology is reconciling Paul’s 14-year lapse from visiting Jerusalem a second time (Gal. 2:1). If
this second visit is the famine visit (Acts 11:27-30), this would be either: (a) 13 years since his conversion in AD 35

(more likely) or (b) 10 years since his first post-conversion Jerusalem visit in AD 37. Neither case adds up to 14.

27-Dec-04
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Book Date Paul’s Life Church/Jews/Rome Acts
April 50-Sept. 52 Missionary journey #2 Evangelizes west 15:40—18:22
April 50-May 51 Antioch to Athens Macedonia church planted 15:40-17:34
I Thess. early summer 51 Writes from Corinth Corinthian church planted 18:1-17
2 Thess. summer 51 Writes from Corinth 18:1-17
mid Sept. 52 Cenchrea, Ephesus 18:18-21
late Sept. 52 Jerusalem visit #4 18:22
winter 52-53 Antioch furlough #2 18:23a
spring 53-May 57 Missionary journey #3 Evangelizes Asia 18:23b—21:16
spring-Sept. 53 Antioch to Ephesus Apollos at Ephesus 18:23b-28
Sept. 53-May 56 Ephesus School of Tyrannus 19:141
October 54-June 68 Nero emperor
1 Cor. early spring 56 Writes from Ephesus Corinthians divided 19:1-41
May-June 56 Troas to Macedonia Corinthian visit #2 20:1; 2 Cor. 2:1
2 Cor. fall 56 Writes from Macedonia Minority unrepentant 20:2a
mid-late Nov. 56 Macedonia to Corinth Corinthian visit #3 20:2b
Romans winter 56~57 Writes from Corinth 20:3a
late Feb.-27 May 57 Corinth to Caesarea 20:3b—21:16
27 May-5 June 57 Jerusalem visit #5 Jerusalem Church 21:17—23:32
28 May 57 Meets with James is still ethnoceutric 21:17-25
29 May-1 June 57 Purification nites done Church satisfied 21:26-32
2 June 57-Feb. 60 Pre-Rome Imprisonments 21:33—-28:31
2-4 June 57 Jerusalem Imprisonment 21:33—23:22
Luke June 57-August 59 Caesarean Imprisonment Luke collects data 23:23—-26:32
4-5 June 57 Jerusalem to Caesarea 23:23-32
5-9 June 57 Waiting for accusers 23:33-35
9 June 57 Trial by Felix 24:1-23
late June 57 Tnal by Felix and Drusilia 24:24-26
June 57-July 59 Waiting for Felix’s verdict 24:27
For numbers  July 59 Trial by Festus 25:1-12
below see the early August 59 Trial by Agrippa 25:13—26:32
map on p. 142 Aug. 59-late Feb. 60 Voyage to Rome to 27:1—28:29
' evangelize Nero (27:24)
Feb. 60-March 62 First Rome Imprisonment 28:30-31
Ephesians fall 60 House arrest letter Jew-Gentile conflict 28:30-31
Colossians fall 61 House arrest letter Syncretistic heresy 28:30-31
Philemon fall 61 House arrest letter 28:30-31
Philippians early spring 62 House arrest letter 28:30-31
Acts 62 Luke finishes Acts
spring 62-fall 67 Missionary journey #4 Evangelizes West After Acts
1 spring 62 Ephesus James (Lord’s bro.) killed
62 Peter goes to Rome
2 spring-summer 62 Ephesus and Colosse Timothy left at Ephesus Philem. 22
3 summer-winter 62/63 Macedonia (Philippi) Phil. 2:23-24
1 Timothy fall 62 Writes from Macedonia False teaching 1 Tim. 1:3
4 spring 63-spring 64 Asia Minor
1 Peter early 64 Asia Minor Christians despised in
2 Peter early spring 64 Asia Minor Rome for separatism
spring 64 Asia Minor Peter crucified in Rome
5 spring 64-spring 66 Spain with Titus Church reaches Spain Rom. 15:24, 28

27-Dec-04
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New Testament Chronology

Book Date Paul’s Life Chaurch/Jews/Rome Acts
Mark 19 July 64-9 June 68 Nero burns Rome,
persecutes, dies
66-73 - Jewish revolt in Israel
6 summer-fall 66 Crete then Asia Minor Titus left at Crete Tit. 1:5

Titus 7  summer 66 Miletus False teaching 2 Tim. 4:20

winter 66/67-fall 67 Macedonia, Nicopolis, Corinth Tit. 3:12

fall 67-spring 68 2nd Rome Imprisonment
2Tim. 8-9 fall67 Arrested, prison letter Heresy/apostasy increasing
Hebrews 67~68 Persecution in Israel

spring 68 Death by beheading 2Tim. 4:6

68-96 After Paul’s life Late First Century Events

6869 Galba, Otho, Vitellius emperors

69-79 Vespasian emperor (no persecution)
John before 2 Sept. 70 (cf. John 5:2; Jos.War 6.10.1) Jerusalem destroyed & false teaching

April~May 73 Jews commit mass suicide at Masada
Jude 75 False teaching intensifies

79-81 Titus emperor (no persecution)

81-96 Domitian emperor (persecution later)
1-3 John 85~95 Itinerant teachers amid false teaching
Revelation 95~96 External persecution by Domitian;

Internal compromise and heresy
96-100? John dies a natural death in Ephesus

27-Dec-04
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Walk Thru the New Testament
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The New Testament Context

i

l‘ | lit

“The Lord your God is in your midst, a victorious war- ¥
rior. He will exult over you with joy, He will.be. qu:etw’
His Love, He will rejoice over you with shouts of Joy.”

> Zephaniah 3:17
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Historical Background
Dr. Chuck Lowe

THE HISTORY OF ISRAEL AND THE PROBLEM IT POSED

New Testament Backgrounds: Political Context

A. The Basis for Hope: Promise to the Patriarchs

1. Promise given Gen 12 (vv 1-9)

2. Promise remembered Ex 33 (vv 1-14)
3. Promise conditioned Lev 26

4. Promise retained Num 27 (vv 12-23)
5. Promise renewed Deut 29 & 30

The Fulfillment of Hope: Early History
1. Preliminory fulfillment Josh 24
2. Persistent fulfillment Judg 3 (vv 1-11)
3. Perpetual fulfillment 2 Sam 7

The Presumption of Hope: Later History
1. The ruined king 1 Kg 11 (vv 1-13)

2. The ruined northern kingdom 2 Kg 17 722/721 B.C.
" 3. The ruined southern kingdom 2 Kg 25 597/586 B.C.

. . The Punishment and the Promise Renewed: Exile

1. Pre-exilic north Amos 9 Hos 14
2. Pre-exilic south Isa 9 Jer 31
3. Exilic Exek 36-37

Hope Rekindled: Return from Exile 539 B.C.
Haggai and Malachi

Hope Disappointed: Alexander and the Seleucids
1. Alexander and Hellenism 332 B.C.
2. Antiochus Epiphanes 168 B.C.

Jub 23 (vv14-32)

1

Hope Misplaced: Maccabean Revolt and the Hasmoneans

1. Judas Maccabeus
2. Hasmonean corruption

3. Roman intervention: Pompey 63 B.C.
Ps. Sol. 2 '

H. Hope Destroyed: Roman Rule
1. Herod the Great 37 B.C. Assum Mos 5-4, 10

I.

2. Herod Antipas: Galilee
3. Pontius Pilate: Judea

Hope Dies: Jewish Revolutionary War A.D. 70,

132/135

45
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Israel’s Privileges and Responsibilities
(from Jonathan Lewis, ed., World Mission: Part One, Pasadena, CA: William Carey Library, 1987)

EUROPE

AFRICA

~ —— GOD BLESSES ABRAHAM \\_

7

.. .THAT ALL THE NATIONS OF
THE EARTH MIGHT BE BLESSED

1 ) —
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The New Testament Political Context
I. Sources for Political History
A. Primary Sources (Ancient Writings)
1. Qlﬂ‘eﬂngh_tﬁgipﬂr_g; Exilic and Post-exilic historians and prophets

2. Greek Historians: Polybius (ca. 203-120 BC), Strabo (63 BC-AD 21), Plutarch (AD 50-ca. 120),
and Cassius (AD 155-ca. 230).

3. Roman Historians: Cicero (160-43 BC), Livy (59 BC-AD 17), Tacitus (AD 55-ca. 120),
Suetonius (AD 69-ca. 121), and Pliny the Younger (ca. AD 62-ca. 113).

4. OT Apocryphal Books: 1 Esdras (ca. 200 BC), 1 and 2 Maccabees (ca. 100 BC).

5. Jewish Historian: Josephus (AD 37-ca. 100), The History of the Jewish War Against the
Romans (AD 77); The Antiquities of the Jewish People, 20 vols. (AD 93).

6. New Testament Scriptures: Luke-Acts.
B. Secondary Sources (Modern Writings; see also the bibliography on the course syllabus)

1. Bruce, F. F. New Testament History. England: Nelson, 1969; reprint, Garden City, NY:
Anchor Books (Doubleday), 1971. 462 pp.

2. Hoehner, Harold W. Herod Antipas. Cambridge: Cambridge Univ., 1972.
3. Jeremias, J. Jerusalem in the Time of Jesus. Philadelphia: Fortress, 1969.
4. Schiirer, E. The History of the Jewish People in the Age of Jesus Christ (175 BC—AD 135).
Revised and edited by G. Vermes, F. Millar, and M. Black. 2 vols. Edinburgh: T. & T.
Clark, 1973-79.
5. Richard L. Niswonger. New Testament History. Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1988.
IL. Prophecies in Daniel
A. Context: The exile (605-536 BC)
1. Fall of Israel: Assyria had conquered the northern kingdom of Israel (capital, Samaria) over
100 years before Daniel’s time due to Israel’s sin (722 BC). These Jews were exiled
(transplanted) to Assyria (northern Iraq today) and intermarried with pagan peoples (2 Kings

17:1-6,24-26). Assyria brought other conquered peoples into Israel who married the few poor
Israelites that remained. Their mixed-breed offspring were called Samaritans (cf. p. 59).

24-Mar-00
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2. Fall of Judah: Judah also sinned greatly, and Daniel was taken away from the southern kingdom of
Judah (capital, Jerusalem) into exile in 605 BC by Nebuchadnezzar, king of Babylon (southern Iraq
today). About 20 years later (586 BC) Jerusalem and the temple were destroyed and most of the

population deported to Babylon.

The prophecies Daniel received came to him while waiting in Babylon wondering whether he or his
people would ever see the land of Israel again (cf. “Chart of Old Testament Kings and Prophets,” p.

47).

B. Content: Several times in the book Daniel sees revelations of the future kingdoms (cf. “Identification of
the Four Kingdoms,” p. 50, and “Between the Testaments,” p. 51).

1. Daniel 2: The multi-material image (Babylon, Medo-Persia, Greece, Rome)
2. Daniel 7: The four beasts (Babylon, Medo-Persia, Greece, Rome)

3. Daniel 8: The ram (Medo-Persia) and he-goat (Greece)

4. Daniel 9: The “Seventy Sevens” prophecy predicts Israel’s Millennial Kingdom (v. 24). Also, it
includes an incredibly accurate prophecy (vv. 25-27) that 483 years after Artaxerxes’ decree to
rebuild Jerusalem (444 BC) the Messiah will die (AD 33). This is perhaps the most remarkable
prophecy in the history of mankind as it came true to the very day—whether one uses the Jewish or
Gregorian calendar! This is shown in Harold Hoehner’s Chronological Aspects of the Life of Christ,

115-39, and on the chart below:

The 483 Years in the Jewish
and Gregorian Calendars

Jewish Calendar Gregorian Calendar
; (360 days per year™) (365 days a year)
| (7 X 7) + (62 X 7) years = 483 years 444 B.c. to A.D. 33 = 476 yearst
483 years 476 years
X 360 days X 365 days
173,880 days 173,740 days

+ 116 days in leap years}
+ 24 days (March 5-March 30)

173,880 days

*See comments on Daniel 9:27b for confirmation of this 360-day year.

Since only one year expired between 1 n.c. and a.p. 1, the total is 476, not 477.

1A total of 476 years divided by four (a leap year every four years) gives 119 additional days. But three days must be
subtracted from 119 because centennial years are not leap years, though every 400th year is a leap year.

Bdle Kowlaze Cinmenlaty :OT; 1363
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Daniel

Identification of the Four Kingdoms  chronology of Major Empires in Daniel

—— 626 B.C.

Visionin Vision Vision IDENTIFICATION 600
Daniel: ~/f inCh. 7 inCh. 8 BABYLON BABYLONIA
2:48 5398.c.
LION
— — MEDO-PERSIA
MEDO- 400 ‘
PERSIA —
BEAR RAM 8:20 _
——331 B.C.
/3;
—  GREECE
(Including Ptolemies
and Seleucids)
LEOPARD GOAT GREECE 200
’ —(1678.C.
—  Maccabees and
—  Hasmoneans)
100
——63B.C.
TERRIFYING —_
and —
FRIGHTENING ROME _—
BEAST - ROME
\‘ =< ——AD.70
FEET of CLAY 100 Fali ofJerusalem

The Neo-Babylonian Empire

The Chaldeans, while continuing the
militaristic tradition of Assyria, created an
astonishing renaissance of Sumero-
Akkadian civilization. Led by
Nebuchadnezzar (605-562 B.C.), the Neo-
Babylonian empire saw a building program of
canals and monuments that was ambitious in
the extrems.

Judahite
Exiles

———

Arabian N
Desert

N\
Classical authors rhapsodized  \ e
about the capital city astridethe  \ Oy,

Euphrates: A four-horse chariot le)
Miles 0 could turn atop the high hundred- \4’/4
Kms o gated walls. Babylon also boasted ~

one of the world's seven wonders, the
famed Hanging Gardens, as well as a
staged temple-tower 295 feet high and,
according to Herodotus, several colossal
gold statues weighing many tons.
Te/m';.\ N Discoveries of inscriptions in clay have shown that the
\ last king of Babylon, Nabonidus, absented himself at Tema
- _~"in Arabia while Belshazzar acted as regent in the capital.

© 1989 by Gospel Light Publications. Permission granted to purchaser 1o reproduce this Sheet for class purposes only. Bibh v;ﬂd RW(! M, 3
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Malachn c 4308.C.

Between the --Testaments

THE PERSIAN
PERIOD ‘ _380
539-33] B.C.

370 '
For about 20C ye fter Nehemiah's — H H
ti?nreatheuF'ersia’r:?,a::sor?trgaedeJSc;rla';, but 360 From MalaChl tO Chl"lSt

the Jews were allowed to carry on their

religious cbservances and were not 350
interfered with. During this time Judah R
was ruled by high priests who were 340

responsible to the Jewish government.
334-323 Alexander the Great conquers the East

Rule of Alexander the Great —{( a20 330-328 Alexander's years of power
< e

320 Ptolemy () Soter conquers Jerusalem
_310 . 311 Seleucus conquers Babylon; Seleucid
THE HELLENISTIC 300 dynasty begins
PERIOD -
331-143 - B.C. 290
In 333 8.C. the Persian armies 280
stationed in Macedonia were —_—
defeated by Alexander the 270
Great, He was convinced that Rule ———
Greek culture was the one of the
force that could unify the Ptolemiesof —
world. Alexander permitted Egypt 250
the Jews to observe their laws ayp —
and even granted them 240
exemption from tribute or tax —_—
during their sapbath years. 230 226 Antiochus Il (the Great)
Egygt, he encouraged Jews to 220 of Syria overpowers Palestine
live there and gave them some 223-187 Antiochus becomes Seleucid ruler of Syria
of the same priviiages he gave 210
his Greek subjects. The Greek —
conquest preparfed thg _wr/vay for 200
the translation of the OT into — 198 Antiochus defeats Egypt and gains
Greek (Septuagint version) Rule 190 control of Palestine
c.2508.C. of the —_—
Seleucids 180 175-164 Antiochus (V) Epiphanes rules Syna
of Judaism is prohibited
Syria 170
167 Mattathnas and his sons rebel against
160 Anuochus Maccabean revolt begins
;gs ,"O'GSMONEAN 150 166-160 Judas Maccabeus's leadership
193-63 B.C. - 160-143 Jonathan is high priest
When this historical period 140 142 Tower of Jerusalem cleansed
began, the Jews we.%e being 130 142-134 Simon becomes high priest;
greatly oppressed. The 126 estapllshes Hasmonean dynasty
;t ?,',%'T::: iﬁj’f,?;},‘?éﬁ;?g‘f,s Hasmonean . 134-104 John Hyrcanus enlarges the
practices but the Seleucid Dynasty 110 indepgndent Jewish state
rulers were determined to N ,
force Hellenism on them. __100 ==—103 Aristabulus’s rule
. Copies of the Scriptures were %
ordered destroyed and laws 5
were enforced with extreme 102-76 Alexander Janneus's rule
(r:é 3?::XQTE%%W53§:§C:::WS 80 75-67 Rule of Salome Alexandra
Ma:cabée. y 70 j with Hyrcanus il as high priest
66-63 Battle between Aristobulus |l and Hyrcanus Il

63 Pompey invades Palestine; Roman rule begins

THE ROMAN 50 . .
PERIOD — 63-40 Hyrcanus |l rules but is subject to Rome
63B.C.... 40 40-37 Parth J |
arthians conquer Jerusalem

gl the year 63 8.C. Pompey, the Herod th q

oman general, captured erod the i .
Jerusalem, and the provinces Great rules 20 37 Jerusalem besieged for six months
of Palestine became subject to as king; —_— 32 Herod defeated
Rome. The local government subject 10 ,
was entrusted part of the time to Rome ——— 19 Herod's temple begun
to princes and the rest of the — 16 Herod visits Agrippa
time to procurators who were _ !
appointgd by the emperors. 10 4 Herod dies; Archelaus succeeds
Herod the Great was ruler of I—
ali Palestine at the time of 20
Christ’s birth. —_—

A.D. 30
© 1989 by Gospel Light Publications. Permission granted to purchaser to reproduce this Sheet for class purposes only.
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of Intertestamental Empires
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Intertestamental Chronology

(dates B.C)

Seleucus | Ptolemy | Soter Mattathias
312-281 323-285 168-166
Antio;hus | Ptolemy Il Philadelphus - Judas Maccabeus
281-261 285-247 166-160
Antiochus Il Ptolemy Il Euergetes Jonathan Maccabeus
261-246 . 247-222 160-143
Seleucus Il Ptolemy IV Philapator Simon Maccabeus
246-226 222-205 143-135
Seleucus I Ptolemy V Epiphanes John Hyrcanus |
226-223 205-182 135-104
Antiochus Il Ptolemy VI Philometer Aristobulus |
223-187 182-146 104-103

Seleucus IV Philapator
187-175

Ptolemy VH Euergetes |l
146-116

Alexander Jannaeus
103-76

Antiochus 1V Epiphanes

Ptolemy VIII-Soter Il

Hyrcanus Il and Alexandra

175-163 116-108 76-67
Antiochus V Eupator Ptolemy IX Alexander Hyrcanus |l
163-162 108-89 and
Demetrius | Soter Ptolemy VIII Soter I Aristobulus I
162-150 88-80 67-63
Alexander Balas Ptolemy X Alexander [I Pompey
150-145 80 called in 63
Demetrius Il Nicator Antipater
145-139 End of 55-43
Legitimate
Antiochus VII Ptolemaic Line Herod the Great
139-129 40-4

~ Walten




Dr. Rick Griffith New Testament Backgrounds: Political Context 54

A Chronological History of Palestine

DATES EVENTS PERSONS

600 B.C.

Jerusalem destroyed by Nebuchadnezzar (587)
Cyrus's defeat of Media (549)
Babylon’s fall to Cyrus (539)

Darius I ruler of Persian Empire (522-486)
Haggai (520)
Zechariah (520)
Second temple in Jerusalem completed (515)
500

Xerxes I's rule (486-464) Esther
Artaxerxes I's rule (464-423) Nehemiah
' Malachi (450)
400 . Ezra (c. 400)
Samaritan schism; Samaritan temple built on Mt. Gerizim :

Alexander’s conquering of Palestine (c. 330)
Control of Judah by Ptolemy | (Soter) (323-285)
360
Translation of the Old Testamal into Greek (LXX)

under Ptolemy Il (c. 250)

Capture of Jerusalem by Antiochus Il (203)

200

Palestine under Seleucid control (198)
Antiochus 1V (Epiphanes) king of Syria (175-163)
Jerusalem made a Hellenistic city (172)
Antiochus 1V forced by Rome to withdraw from Egypt (168)
Persecution of the Jews begun by Antiochus
and “abomination of desolation” set up
in temple (December 167)
Maccabean Revolt (167)
Jews’ defeat of Syria at Beth-Zur; rededication Mattathias (d. 166)
of temple (December, 164) Hasmonean
Death of Antiochus IV (163) Judas Hasmonean
Judas’s siege of Syrian garrison in Jerusalem (163-162) (Maccabeus) (d. 161)
Jonathan’s succession to Judas (158-142) Jonathan (d. 142)
Simon'’s succession to Jonathan (142-135)
Jewish independence gained (142)
Judean independence recognized by Roman senate (139)
John Hyrcanus’s succession to Simon (135-105) Simon (d. 135)
Emergence of the Pharisees and Sadducees
for the first time (135)
Destruction of the Samaritan temple on Mt. Gerizim
by John Hyrcanus (109-108)

100
Civil war, Aristobulus 1l vs. Hyrcanus il in Judea (67-63)

= Walton
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A Chronological History of Palestine (continued)
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DATES

EVENTS

PERSONS

1B.C.-
A.D.1

Pompey’s conquering of Jerusalem (63)
Hyrcanus ll installed as ruler (63)
Antipater procurator of Judea (47)
Herod governor of Galilee (47)

Herod crowned king of the Jews (40)
Invasion of Syria and Palestine by Parthians (40)
Parthians driven out; Herod's assumption of
kingdom (37-34)

Rebuilding of temple begun by Herod (20)
Building of Caesarea completed by Herod (10)
Death of Herod the Great (4)
Archelaus, ethnarch of Judea, Samaria, and l[dumea
(4B.C.-A.D. 6)

Judea made a Roman imperial province
Jewish uprising (7)

Founding of Tiberias (18)

Pilate’s arrival in Judea (26)

Pilate dismissed as procurator of Judea (36)
Birth of Josephus (37)
Anti-Jewish riots in Alexandria (38)
Herod Antipas exiled-(39)
Anti-Jewish riots in Antioch (40)
A group of Alexandrian Jews led by Philo to Caligula

Death of Herod Agrippa | (44)

Rise of the Zealots and Sicarii(?) (50-52)
Josephus's pleading of Jewish interests before Nero (64)
Jewish revolt against Rome (66-70)
Josephus’s surrender to Vespasian (67)

Fall of Jerusalem (70)

Fall of Masada (73)

Josephus’s completion of Jewish War (76-79)

Josephus's completion of Antiquities (93-94)
Synod of Jamnia (100?)

Jewish revolt of Bar-Cochba (132-135)
Final Jewish revolt against Rome put down and
Jerusalem made a Gentile city (135)
Martyrdom of Rabban Akiba (1357?)

Pilate (26-36)

Josephus (37-c. 95)

Paul (d. 64)
Peter (d. 64)

John (d. 100)

= Walton
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I11. Babylonian Rule over Israel (605—539 BC)

A.

Three Deportations (cf. OTS, 370)

Note: Babylon’s philosophy was to bring captive peoples to their own land.

1.

605 BC Baby]on (Nebuchadnezzar II) defeated Egypt at the Battle of Carchemish (p. 50) at the
headwaters of the Euphrates. King Jehoiakim of Judah had been subject to Egypt for its sin, but then
became subject to the victor, Babylon. However, then Jehoiakim rebelled.

First Deportation: Nebuchadnezzar plundered the Jerusalem temple treasures and took captive
prominent citizens such as Daniel (2 Kings 24:1-7; 2 Chron. 36:5-8; Dan. 1:1-4).

597 BC Jerusalem (under King Jehoiachin) revolted and came under a brief siege again.

Second Deportation: Nebuchadnezzar exiled to Babylon 10,000 captives —all the leading men such as
Jehoiachin, Ezekiel, and Mordecai, as well as the skilled craftsmen (2 Kings 24:10-16; Ezek. 1:1-2).

586 BC Jerusalem (under King Zedekiah) revolted again.

Third Deportation: This time Nebuchadnezzar took no chances and began a devastating two and a half
year siege, ending in 586 BC with the destruction of the temple, the walls, and the entire city. All but
the poorest people (left under governor Gedaliah) were exiled to Babylon (2 Kings 25:1-12).

After Nebuchadnezzar’s reign (605-562 BC = 43 years!) the Babylonian empire quickly crumbled with
five kings in only 23 years. The last was Belshazzar (544-539 BC), whose demise is in Daniel 5:30.

Key Developments under Babylonian Rule of Israel

1.

Preservation of National Heritage: The Babylonian policy of deportation required conquered countries
to follow their pagan cult (cf. Dan. 2, 6). In contrast to the ten northern tribes that merged into
Assyrian society, the Judean Jews in exile successfully resisted this.

a. Separation: They were forbidden to carry on sacrifices, but they held fast to the law of God, the
Sabbath, and circumcision—all ways that kept them a distinct people.

b. Rise of the Synagogue: With the Jerusalem temple destroyed, local Jewish places of worship
sprung up throughout Babylon.

c. Elimination of Idolatry: The people finally learned the lesson that idols are abhorred by God
(Exod. 20:3-6) and that idolatry had caused the devastation of Jerusalem.

Prophets such as Ezekiel and Daniel ministered in exile. They anticipated and prayed for the
restoration of Jerusalem (cf. Ezek. 34:13; 36:38; Dan. 6:10; 9:16, 25). Previously Jeremiah had
limited the time of captivity to 70 years (Jer. 25:11-12; 29:10).

All this prepared the people intellectually and spiritually for a new beginning in Israel.

IV. Persian Rule over Palestine (539 —331 BC)

Note: Persia’s philosophy was to return captive peoples to their own land.

Cyrus the Great of Persia (559-530 BC) conquered Babylon (Belshazzar) in 539 BC and became ruler
over Israel (cf. Isa. 13:14; 21:1-10; 44:48; 45:1; 47:1-5; Jer. 50—51; Dan. 8:1-4; Herodotus 1.190ff.).

Three Returns (see “Returns from Exile” chart on the following page)

27-Dec-04
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Returns from Exile

RETURN

FIRST

SECOND

THIRD

Reference Ezra 1-6 Ezra 7-10 Nehemiah 1-13
~ Date 538 B.C. 458 B.C. 444 B.C.
Sheshbazzar
Leaders Zerubbabel Ezra Nehemiah
Jeshua
Persian King Cyrus Artaxerxes Artaxerxes

Longimanus

Longimanus

As many as wished
to could return.

As many as wished

Flements Temple could be pio could return. Allowed to
t(lie rebuilt, partially bmancelstprovt"e rebuild
financed by royal y royai treasury. the wall
Decree treasury Allowed to have
Vessels retur'ned own civil magistrates.
1,500 men
Number 43’329 (servants) 38 Levi Unknown
Returning —4—9)_6—9—7 220 helpers
’ 1,758
Temple begun; Wall rebuilt in
sacrifices made 52 days
Events, and Feast of ; T
Accomplish- Tabernacles celebrated. Problems with d?rsfrﬁeszazzf;gfn
ments, Samaritans made inter- Tobiah. and Geshém
and trouble, and work marriage Wall’s dedicated ’
Problems ceased until 520. and
Temple completed Law read.

in 516.
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Chronology of the Persian Period

PERSIAN KING DATES PBIBLICAL CORRELATION|GREEK CORRELATION
‘  Return of
CYRUS 539-530 Zerubbabel and Jeshua
(Ezra 1-3)
Rebuilding at
- CAMBYSES 530-522 Jerusalem stopped
. (Ezra 4)
| g ey (520 Greeks defeat
DARIUS | 522-486 Temple completed (516) Persians at Marathon
(Ezra 5 & 6) (490)
Greeks defeat Persians
Story of Esther at Thermopolae (480)
XERXES 486-464 (Esther 1-9) and Salamis (479)
Herodotus 485-425
Return of Ezra (458)
(Ezra 7-10) Golden Age 461-431
ARTAXERXES | [464-423| Return of Nehemiah (445) Pericles 460-429
(Neh. 1-2) Athens rules. .
Prophecy of Malachi (433)
A Peloponnesian Wars
431-404
o DAR[US I 423-404 Athens falls (404)
Sparta rules.
B S Socrates 470-399
ARTAXERXES I | 404-359 I l Plato 428-348
B Aristotle 384-322
L L Philip Il of Macedon
ARTAXERXES 1i1|359-338 [ E defeats Greeks at
: C N Chaeronea in 338
ARSES  |338-335 A C |
‘ L E Alexander the Great
DARIUS 1 335-331 overthrows Persian
Persion Empire Revion
Grek .
ALEXANDER 336"323 EStathhment Of ek

Greek Empire
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C. Key Developments under Persian Rule of Israel

1.

10.

Restoration of Temple Worship (first return under Zerubbabel): Initially only the sacrifices were
reestablished, but following the completion of the temple rebuilding came the reinstitution of the

entire temple system.

Law of Moses Reestablished as the Law of the Land (second return under Ezra): Ezra the priest
and scribe (1 Chron. 6:3-15; Ezra 7:6-7) taught the law and enforced it by order of the king (Ezra
7:14, 25-26), especially in respect to prohibiting intermarriage (Ezra 9—10; Neh. 10:30; 13:23-
31). This led to copying scrolls of the OT used even in the time of Jesus.

Economic and Spiritual Life Revived (third return under Nehemiah): The restoration of the walls,
repopulating of Jerusalem, reinstitution of the sabbath, spiritual revival among the people, and
renewal of the intermarriage prohibition under Nehemiah all contributed to the placing of Israel

more firmly in the land.

Rise of the Temple State: Though Judah was still a vassal state, Persia allowed the people a great
deal of local autonomy (especially in cultural and religious matters) to win their allegiance. This
resulted in peace, prosperity, and security. Eventually the Persian governor was replaced by a
council of elders closely allied with the leading priestly families and directly accountable to the
Persian king. The Temple was the place of power, the Mosaic Law was “the constitution,” and the
High Priest (from the ancient line of Zadok) was the highest official. However, there still was no
Jewish king on the throne of Israel.

Aramaic Language: This became the official language of the empire so that Hebrew began to die
out as the everyday language of the Jews. By the time of Christ few Jews knew Hebrew and

Aramaic was the common language of Palestinian Jews.

Jewish Diaspora: Although Persian policy allowed the Jews to return to Israel and reestablish their
religion and customs, very few did so. Those remaining in foreign lands became known as the
Diaspora so that many Jewish settlements could be found around the empire. Paul later used the
synagogues of these groups as points of contact in evangelising the Roman world.

Samaritans, the inhabitants of Samaria to the north of Jerusalem, had earlier resulted from
intermarriage with pagan peoples who occupied the land during Israel’s Assyrian exile. Jews
would not recognize them as true Israelites due to their “mixed blood” (2 Kings 17). Therefore,
the Jerusalem community separated from them (Ezra 4:1-2) and this alienation and rivalry finally
led to two political provinces (Samaria and Judea) and two sanctuaries of worship (Mt. Gerizim
and Jerusalem) later under Alexander the Great. Years later the Samaritan woman spoke with
Jesus at the well about these two sanctuaries (John 4:20).

Purim was added to the feasts of Israel during the reign (486-465 BC) of the Persian monarch
Xerxes I (Ahasuerus). The story is recorded in the Book of Esther how Haman, Xerxe’s prime
minister and an enemy of the Jews, sought to annihilate all Jews on a certain day (14th of Adar),
but his plot was foiled by the courage and intervention of Queen Esther, a Jewess. Xerxes
reversed Haman’s diabolical scheme and permitted the Jews to defend themselves on that day and
the day after. Because Haman had selected the day by the throwing of purim (“lots”), the 14th and
15th of Adar (Feb./March) was chosen for a memorial festival called the Feast of Purim (cf. also 2
Maccabees 15:36; Josephus, Antiquities, 11.6.13).

Close of the OT Canon: The prophet Malachi preached during the Persian rule (ca. 432—425 BC).
Being the last of the OT prophets, the conclusion of his ministry began what is now known as the
“400 silent years” (425—S5 BC) when no prophets spoke until the time of John the Baptist.

Judaism became the term depicting the Jewish way of life in both its cultural and religious aspects
from the post-exilic period onward. Orthodox Judaism strictly resisted outside influences that

would seek to absorb or change it.

27-Dec-04
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V. Greek Rule over Israel (331 —143 BC)

A. Alexander the Great (356-323 BC)

1.

Birth: 356 BC into a royal family that was
Macedonian but heavily influenced by Greeks

Education: by Aristotle (a Greek) from age 13

Succession to the Throne (336 BC): At age 20
he succeeded his father, Philip II, king of the
Macedonians—a people closely related to but
distinct from the Greeks (they adopted many
cultural developments of the Greeks).

Colonization (336-335 BC): Alexander consolidated the politically divided Greek city-states by
crushing the rebellious city of Thebes. By assuming political leadership of Greece (south of his
homeland), he and his followers became heirs of the Greek way of life and took responsibility for
sharing it with the world. This imposing of Greek values, worldview, or way of life was called
Hellenization.

Conquest (334-325 BC): In only 12 years he conquered the entire Persian Empire from Asia
Minor to modern Pakistan! These conquests with only 35,000 soldiers included Israel, which
capitulated to him with the exceptions of Tyre and Gaza while Alexander was en route to conquer
Egypt (332-331 BC). One tradition says Jerusalem surrendered without a fight<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>