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 TC  "Introduction" \l 1 
Syllabus TC  "Syllabus" \l 2 
I.
Description TC  "Description" \l 3 
This course provides an introduction to the lands of the Ancient Near East, Israel, and the Roman Empire in order to interpret the Bible more accurately.

II.
Objectives TC  "Objectives" \l 3 
By the end of the course the student should be able to…

A.
State the major land areas, cities and bodies of water in the Ancient Near East, Israel, and the Roman Empire.

B.
Show how one’s knowledge of biblical geography enables a better grasp of the Bible.

III.
Requirements TC  "Requirements" \l 3 
A.
Readings (30%) from the course notes will be assigned for most class periods.  The Schedule in this syllabus serves as a Reading Report to be reported on each quiz and on the final exam.  

B.
Quizzes (30%) over the current reading assignments will be given three times.  These quizzes will be at the beginning of the first class period each morning on Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday.  

C.
The Final Exam (40%) on Friday will cover class lectures and readings for the entire course.  It will have map identifications, as well as short answer, fill-in, and  multiple-choice questions on the significance of places in Scripture.

IV.
Bibliography TC  "Bibliography" \l 3 
* An asterisk indicates books on reserve in the library (this includes those books needed for the literature paper on the previous page)

† A cross designates helpful books for this course in the reference section of the library 

*Aharoni, Yohanan, and Avi-Yonah, Michael.  The Macmillan Bible Atlas.  3d. ed.  New York: Macmillan, 1968, 1977, 1993.  

The authors are professors of archaeology at Tel Aviv University and Hebrew University of Jerusalem, respectively.  As such they provide a Jewish perspective on geography and Israel’s history.  This used to be the best non-evangelical Bible atlas until James Pritchard wrote The Harper Atlas of the Bible in 1987.

*Backhouse, Robert.  The Student Guide to the Temple.  Tim Dowley, ed.  Grand Rapids: Kregel, 1996.  32 pp.  Formerly The Kregel Pictorial Guide to the Temple.
Stunning, full-colour. close-up pictures of Herod’s temple from a beautiful model built by Alec Garrard of England.  Research is based on the Bible, Talmud, Mishnah and latest archaeological discoveries.  Includes many photos and helpful drawings as well.

*Barrett, C. K.  The New Testament Background: Selected Documents.  New York: Harper Collins, 1989.  361 pp.

Actual sources selected by a noteworthy scholar to aid understanding of the NT.

BAGD: Bauer, Walter. Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament and Other Early Christian Literature.  5th ed., 1957.  Trans. by William F. Arndt and F. Wilbur Gingrich.  Rev. F. Wilbur Gingrich and Frederick W. Danker, 2d ed.  Chicago: Univ. of Chicago, 1979.  

The standard Greek lexicon, also known as “BAG”; includes the most up-to-date archaeological findings in determining the meanings of Greek words.

†Beers, V. Gilbert.  The Book of Life.  24 vols.  Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1980.

A guide for reading through both OT and NT narrative literature, supplemented by numerous photos, application sections, and background articles.  Organized into 500 reading units of about 8-10 pages each.  Unfortunately, it costs about US$700.  Several line drawings used in this course are taken from this work.

*†Beitzel, Barry J.  The Moody Atlas of Bible Lands.  Chicago: Moody, 1986.  xviii+234 pp.  CBD for US$27.95.  

Probably the best evangelical atlas available.  Excellent in both physical geography (70 pp.) and historical geography (119 pp.) with maps superior to Rasmussen’s NIV Atlas, maps nicely tied in with an interesting text; weak in that it lacks regional maps, often lacks Scripture references on the maps themselves (though cited in supporting material), and has few full colour photographs.  One advantage of this atlas is that 44 of its maps are available as color transparencies available from CBD for US$130.Lindsey BS 144 (Jan-March 1987): 112-13
*The Bible Visual Resource Book: for Do-It-Yourself Bible Scholars.  By Keith Kaynor (?).  [no author given.]  Ventura, CA: Regal Books of Gospel Light,  1989.  332 pp.

This contains copyright-free reproducible maps, charts, time lines and graphics for group or individual study.  An excellent resource for teaching!

*Bruce, F. F.  New Testament History.  England: Nelson, 1969; reprint, Garden City, NY: Anchor Books (Doubleday), 1971.  462 pp.

The best evangelical book on NT backgrounds, insightful, but sometimes difficult for those new to the subject and poorly outlined and illustrated.

*Charlesworth, James H.  Jesus Within Judaism: New Light from Exciting Archaeological Discoveries.  New York, NY: Doubleday, 1988.  xvi+265.

Charlesworth teaches NT at Princeton and is an expert on extra-biblical writings. This volume revises his 1985 Gunning (Victoria Jubilee) lectures delivered at New College, the Univ. of Edinburgh, Scotland.  It shows the Jewish roots of many of Christ’s sayings and practices recently discovered in archaeological finds.

†_______________, ed.  The Old Testament Pseudepigrapha.  2 vols.  Garden City, NY: Doubleday, 1983, 1985.  li+995 pp.  l+1006 pp.

The standard, annotated work on these extra-biblical writings written from 200 BC to AD 200.  These were not included in the Septuagint (Greek translation of the OT ca. 250 BC) or Roman Catholic Bibles (which do include the Apocrypha).

*Coleman, William L.  Today’s Handbook of Bible Times and Customs.  Minneapolis, MN: Bethany House, 1984.  303 pp.

Many cultural insights on both OT and NT.  Content is similar to Wight’s book.  Many photographs but no drawings.  Three of his chapters are in these notes.

*Connolly, Peter.  The Jews in the Time of Jesus: A History.  Previously published under the title Living in the Time of Jesus of Nazareth.  Oxford: Oxford Univ. Press, 1983, 1994; Bnei Brak, Israel: Steimatsky, 1993.  96 pp.  $15.00 hb.  Avail. from Blackwell Pub.

Historical summary of Herod the Great, Pontius Pilate, and the fall of Jerusalem in AD 70.  Stunning colour drawings of maps, key events and cultural customs.

Cornell, Tim, and Matthews, John.  Atlas of the Roman World.  New York & Oxford: Facts on File, 1982.  240 pp.

A beautifully done atlas of 80,000 words in text and 30,000 in captions to over 500 maps and illustrations (257 in colour!) by experts on the Roman world at Christ’s College, Cambridge and Queen’s College, Oxford (respectively).

*Danby, Herbert, trans.  The Mishna: Translations from the Hebrew with Introductory and Explanatory Notes.  Oxford, 1933.  876 pp.

The standard translation of this authoritative collection of the rabbis’ writings in the first three centuries AD with the legal and procedural practices of the intertestamental and first century oral tradition followed by the Pharisees (cf. contents on p. 170).

Deary, Terry.  The Groovy Greeks. Horrible Histories.  New York: Scholastic, 1996.  128 pp.

Humorous cartoons and interesting stories on Greek culture and history.

_________ .  The Rotten Romans.  Horrible Histories.  New York: Scholastic, 1996.  128 pp.

Humorous cartoons and interesting stories on Roman culture and history.

*Elwell, Walter A., and Yarbrough, Robert W.  Encountering the New Testament: A Historical and Theological Survey.  Grand Rapids: Baker, 1998.  448 pp.  US$45.00 hb. w/ CD.  

The nicest layout of NT surveys in its use of colour and supplemental CD with more pictures, quizzes, etc.  However, it tries to do too much by covering background and survey in a single volume so that neither is treated in enough detail, though it is good at a popular level.  This may be compensated, though, by also using the companion volume, Readings from the First-Century World (see below).

*Elwell, Walter A., and Yarbrough, Robert W.  Readings from the First-Century World: Primary Sources for New Testament Study.  Grand Rapids: Baker, 1998.  223 pp.  US$20.00 pb.

The companion volume to their Encountering the New Testament.  Ancient writings from AD 30-600 illuminate the NT and are arranged parallel to the NT canonical order.  Includes Scripture, subject, and readings indices.

*Evans, Craig A.  Noncanonical Writings and New Testament Interpretation.  Peabody, MA: Hendrickson, 1992.  281 pp.

The only one-volume (concise) work on the Dead Sea Scrolls, OT and NT Apocrypha and Pseudepigrapha, OT Versions, Philo, Josephus, Targums, and writings of the rabbis, early church fathers, Gnostics, etc.  Good bibliographies and indexes of parallels to the NT.  Evans teaches Biblical Studies at Trinity Western University in Vancouver, BC.
*Ferguson, Everett.  Backgrounds of Early Christianity.  2d ed.  Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1987; 2d ed. 1993.  612 pp.

A standard text analyzing Greek, Roman, and Jewish political, social, literary, and religious backgrounds to the NT.  Detailed treatment of Roman-Hellenistic philosophies and religions (236 pp.) and well documented (bibliographies, footnotes, pictures).  

Fleming, Jim.  The World of the Bible Gardens, Ein Karem, Jerusalem: A Journey Trough Full-Scale Replicas Which Help Interpret the Scriptures.  Israel & USA: Biblical Resources, 1999.  56 pp.

This extensive brochure of the Archaeological Garden & Biblical Resources site adjacent to Jerusalem has 175 photos and 80 diagrams of the lives of shepherds, farmers, and village people in biblical times.  Christ’s era is portrayed in seating for the Last Supper, types of actual crosses used in the Roman era, tombs, etc.

Garrard, Alec.  The Splendour of the Temple: A Pictoral Guide to Herod’s Temple and Its Ceremonies.  Carlisle, England: Candle, 2000.  96 pp.  S$21.50 Life Bookstore.

Stunning, full-colour. close-up pictures of Herod’s temple from Garrard’s beautiful model (expanded from Backhouse’s book).  He is a farmer, former builder and lay preacher in Norfolk, England who took 18 years building this model based on the Bible, Talmud, Mishnah and recent archaeology.  Includes many photos and helpful drawings.

*Gower, Ralph.  The New Manners and Customs of Bible Times.  Chicago: Moody, 1987.  408 pp.

Updates and expands upon Fred Wight’s similar book published in 1953 (see entry below).  Part 1 addresses “The Individual in Family Life” (e.g., family, education, work) and Part 2 concerns “National Institutions and Customs” (e.g., hospitality, travel, leisure, social/political groupings).  Excellent colour photographs.

Hengel, Martin.  Judaism and Hellenism: Studies in their Encounter in Palestine during the Early Hellenistic Period.  2 vols. in 1.  2d ed.  Trans. John Bowden.  Tübingen: J. C. B. Mohr (Paul Siebeck), 1973;  English ed., Philadelphia: Fortress, 1981.

A scholarly treatment of how the Greek way of life affected the Jews politically, economically, culturally, and hermeneutically, including the clashes between them.

________.  The Zealots.  Edinburgh: T & T Clark, 1989.  487 pp. 296.8 HEN
Here’s the best work on this sect of Jewish revolutionaries.

*House, H. Wayne.  Chronological and Background Charts of the New Testament.  Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1981.

Very helpful overhead transparencies used in this course.

Jagersma, H.  A History of Israel from Alexander the Great to Bar Kochba.  Philadelphia: Fortress, 1986.  xiv+224 pp.  Paper, US$13.95.

Here’s one of the few up-to-date books on the intertestamental period, covering 334 BC—AD135.  The text is but 161 pages for a 475 year period (rather skimpy), but good for a basic grasp (though Christ and the early church take up only 7 pages).  The translation from the Dutch is also brief, choppy, and repetitive.

*The Works of Josephus.  2nd ed.  Trans. William Whiston.  N.p., 1737; reprint, Lynn, MA: Hendrickson, 1980, 1987.  930 pp.

The traditional, classical, unabridged translation of this 1st century Jewish historian who wrote for the Romans on Judaism’s history from creation to the Jewish revolt (AD 66-70).  This edition translates and updates the text type of Josephus’ six works in contrast to Maier’s abridgement of only his two most popular works (see below).  The English is old but E. J. Brill has commissioned Steve Mason of York Univ. (Ontario) to update it and include a commentary on Josephus (see BAR, [Sept./Oct 1997], 71; cf. pp. 58-68).

de Lange, Nicholas.  Atlas of the Jewish World.  New York & Oxford: Fact on File [distributed by Thomas Nelson], 1984.  240 pp.  

Impressive maps, texts, drawings, and photographs of worldwide Jewish migration in history.  Includes historical and cultural background and the Jewish world today.

Langley, Andrew.  The Roman News.  Consultant: Philip de Souza. Cambridge, MA: Candlewick Press, 1997.  32 pp. Published and distributed by Scholastic, Inc., 555 Broadway, New York, NY 10012.

Roman history and culture shown in a newspaper format with many colour drawings.

†NBD: Marshall, I. Howard; Millard, A. R.; Packer, J. I.; and Wiseman, D. J., eds.  New Bible Dictionary.  3d ed.  Leicester, England: InterVarsity and Wheaton, IL: Tyndale, 1962, 1982; Downers Grove, IL: IVP, 1996.  1326 pp.  US$40 hb.

Many helpful articles for NT backgrounds.  A highly acclaimed Bible dictionary originally edited by one of SBC’s former lecturers, Dr. J. D. Douglas.

McCarter, P. Kyle, Jr.   Ancient Inscriptions: Voices from the Biblical World.  Washington, DC: Biblical Archaeology Society, 1996.  180 pp.  US$30 for book alone and US$140 for book and slides.  SBC Library 411 (R) McC.

Contains the story of how writing came into being, starting from Mesopotamian cuneiform and ending in the Roman period at the time of Christ by tracing the evolution of the alphabet from pictographs to symbols which each represent a single sound.  Includes 97 drawings cross-referenced to 140 separately available slides. McCarter teaches at John Hopkins Univ.

*Niswonger, Richard L.  New Testament History.  Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1988.  332 pp.

A sequential history of The land of Israel from the Greek era (332 BC) to the end of the first century.  Chronologically addresses Roman, Jewish, and pagan issues and their influence upon Jesus and the early church.

Packer, James I.; Tenney, Merrill C.; and White, William, eds.  The Land of the Bible.  Nashville: Nelson, 1980, 1985.  170 pp.

A small, handy resource for Palestinian geography, minerals and gems, animals and insects, plants and herbs, and agriculture.

Powell, Anton, and Steele, Philip.  The Greek News.  Cambridge, MA: Candlewick Press, 1997.  32 pp.  Published and distributed by Scholastic, Inc., 555 Broadway, New York, NY 10012.

Greek history and culture shown in a newspaper format with many colour drawings.

†Pritchard, James B., ed.  The Harper Atlas of the Bible.  New York: Harper & Row, 1987.  254 pp.  CBD for $34.95.  

Most of the 134 maps are two pages and complemented by smaller maps, charts, diagrams, photographs, drawings and text; comprehensive (covers from 10,000 BC to AD 600, though only one map addresses Genesis 1—11); maps and detailed full-colour paintings of terrain have a three dimensional look, appearing as if viewed from the ground or on larger maps taking into account the curvature of the earth’s surface; probably the best atlas for backgrounds (other ancient peoples, pagan temples, writing, commerce, archaeology, practices of everyday life, etc.); indexes include summaries of events in the lives of significant biblical characters and a map index which includes variant, Arabic, Palestinian Grid Reference numbers, and Modern Hebrew names for cities.  However, some maps are difficult to read due to lack of compass directions and excess supplementary material; mostly conservative, but the 50 contributors from varied perspectives  (Christian, Jewish, liberal, etc.) tend to be moderately critical in the narrative and hold to late date for the Exodus.  The book is also difficult to fit upright on most bookshelves due to its enormous size (nearly 11” x 14 1/2” or 27.5 cm. x 37 cm.). Lindsey BS 146 (July-Sept. 1989): 344-45.
†Rasmussen, Carl G.  The Zondervan NIV Atlas of the Bible.  Regency Reference Library.  Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1989 and Jerusalem: Carta, 1989.  256 pp.  CBD for $30.00?  

Similar in features to Beitzel with a comprehensive geographical section (57 pp.) and historical section (131 pp.), so purchasing both Beitzel and Rasmussen will have much overlapping.  However, they are not the same.  This is better than Beitzel in its topological overview of The land of Israel, extra graphs and diagrams, and its inclusion of excellent regional maps but worse in that the maps throughout are poorly colored and not tied into the text with coordinates as is true of Beitzel; too few color photographs (Beitzel’s weakness too but strengths in Rogerson and Pritchard).

†Rogerson, John.  Atlas of the Bible.  New York: Facts on File [distributed by Thomas Nelson], 1986.  237 pp.  CBD for US$32.50.  

Visually stunning, includes regional maps and many full color photographs (Beitzel’s weaknesses), but weak in physical geography and too-brief summaries of biblical events (Beitzel’s strengths).  

†Schürer, Emil.  The History of the Jewish People in the Age of Jesus Christ (175 BC-AD 135).  4 vols. (incl. index)  Rev. ed. Geza Vermes, Fergus Millar, and Martin Goodman.  Edinburgh: T & T Clark, 1886-90; rev. 1973-87, reprint of 1st ed., Peabody, MA: Hendrickson, 1995(?).  2144 pp.  $239.80 ($155.95 CBD).  Orig. ed. $199.95 hb. ($49.95 CBD).  SBC call # 933 (R) SCH

The standard and exhaustive work on NT backgrounds, covering history, Jewish sects, messianic movements, and pertinent Greek and Jewish literature.  Unfortunately, the revised edition does not have an index yet.  Too expensive for most students, but CBD has a bargain in the original edition with an extra index but is more difficult to read and without modern updates in archaeology, language (e.g., Ugaritic)  and history.

Walton, John H.  Chronological and Background Charts of the Old Testament.  Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1984.

Very helpful overhead transparencies used in this course.

*Wight, Fred H.  Manners and Customs of Bible Lands.  Chicago: Moody, 1953.  336 pp.

Older than Coleman’s work but very readable and interesting with short chapters on subjects such as marriage customs, dress, education, music, etc.  Helpful line drawings but no photographs.

Wilkinson, Bruce.  Walk Thru the New Testament Bible Survey Seminar Notebook.  Atlanta, GA: Walk Thru The Bible Ministries, 1979.

Very helpful charts and maps.  May say “do not reproduce,” but copying approval has been granted as they are not for profit and noted to be by Walk Thru.

Walker, P. W. L.  Jerusalem: Past and Present in the Purposes of God.  See end of file.
Wise, Michael; Abegg, Martin, Jr.; and Cook, Edward.  The Dead Sea Scrolls: A New Translation.  New York, NY: HarperCollins (HarperSanFrancisco), 1996.  513 pp.  US$20 pb.

All but the most minute of the previously unknown nonbiblical DSS texts.  Its 300 texts are 200 more than the previous standard by Geza Vermes. CT Dec 9, 96, p. 78This volume from a new generation of evangelical Dead Sea Scroll scholars is the most comprehensive yet—and at an affordable price.  It contains never-before-seen stories about Abraham, Jacob, and Enoch—including one showing why God demanded Abraham to sacrifice Isaac.  Also included are twelve texts not included in the Bible that claim Moses as their author and new data on biblical history and the roots of Christianity.

†The Zondervan Pictorial Encyclopedia of the Bible.  5 vols.  Ed. Merrill C. Tenney.  Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1975, 1976.  Abbreviated ZPEB.  

Perhaps the best evangelical Bible encyclopedia.  Clear, comprehensive articles.
V. Schedule (Reading Report)
Name   TC  "Schedule" \l 3 
Session
Date (Day)
Subject
Pages to Read
(
	1
	24 Jan (M1)
	Introduction

• Teacher Background

• Syllabus
	No assignments
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	2
	24 Jan (M2)
	OT: Ancient Near East

• Eden & Fertile Crescent

• Table of Nations
	20-23
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	3
	24 Jan (M3)
	OT: Pagan Peoples

• Sumer

• Assyria

• Babylon

• Persia

• Edom (Petra)
	21

46-53, 162-63
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	4
	25 Jan (T1)
	Israel: South

• Longitudinal Areas

• Negev

• Masada

• Qumran
	Quiz 1: ANE Map-21 & 41

40-44

54

65-70

71-81
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	5
	25 Jan (T2)
	Israel: North

• Caesarea

• Sea of Galilee
	37-38, 82-85, 103-7

87-102
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	6
	25 Jan (T3)
	Intertestament Powers

• Greece

• Rome
	24-26

165
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	7
	26 Jan (W1)
	Jerusalem: Development

• Advantages

• Stages
	Quiz 2: Israel-27

27-29

35, 108-113, 116
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	8
	26 Jan (W2)
	Jerusalem: NT

• Passion Week

• Gethsemane

• Crucifixion & Resurrection

• Mount of Olives
	146-48

114-115, 117

122, 149-51

123-29, 153-56

119-21
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	9
	26 Jan (W3)
	Jerusalem: Temple Mount

• Development

• Herod’s Temple
	130-40

192-94
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	10
	27 Jan (Th1)
	Jerusalem: New City
	157-60
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	11
	27 Jan (Th2)
	Israel: NT

• NT Regions

• Travel in Israel

• Life of Christ
	Quiz 3: Roman Map (30-33)

36, 143
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	12
	27 Jan (Th3)
	Roman Empire

• Paul’s Journeys

• NT Letters
	164-65

166-69
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	13
	28 Jan (F1)
	Millennial Land & Temple
	207-211
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	14-15
	28 Jan (F2-3)
	Final Exam
	Study for Final Exam
	 FORMCHECKBOX 



VI. Other Matters TC  "Other Matters" \l 3 
A.
Contacting Me: You can contact me at SBC, 9-15 Adam Road, Singapore 289886 at mailbox L19 or by phone (6559-1555 ext. 7130 includes voice mail).  My home address is 49 Lentor Crescent, Singapore 786716 and home telephone is 6458-6158 (email griffith@sbc.edu.sg).  Let’s have lunch too!

B.
Copying Class Notes: Permission granted until you make a lot of money publishing them.  The same applies to taping lectures.

VII. Course Load TC  "Course Load" \l 3 
A.
The expected study time for this course is 15 double sessions x 1.5 hrs. = 27 hours.  However, we do not have this much time this week.

B.
Our breakdown of study hours is as follows:

Readings: 2 hrs/night x 4 
8 hours

Quiz study: 3 quizzes x 2 hrs.
6 hours

Final Exam:
5 hours

Totals
19 hours

My Biographical Sketch TC  "My Biographical Sketch" \l 2 
[image: image1.jpg]



Rick and Susan Griffith

Kurt, Stephen, and John

Background

“Never say never.”  Rick and Susan Griffith both learned this age-old tip the hard way.  

Rick recalls sitting in his elementary school classes thinking, “If there’s one thing I’ll never become it’s a teacher.  Imagine saying the same stuff over and over, year after year!”  

Yet after trusting Christ in junior high and acquiring a taste for teaching the Word of God, Rick’s attitude began to change.  After his business degree at California State University, Hayward, and Master of Theology degree (Pastoral Ministries) and the Doctor of Philosophy degree (Bible Exposition) from Dallas Theological Seminary in Texas, Dr. Griffith soon found himself on the other end of the classroom—and loving it!

Susan, from Yucaipa, California, also learned not to say “never.”  As she earned her Bachelor of Arts degree in piano at Biola University, several friends married and worked to put their husbands through three more years of seminary training.  “I’ll never do that!” she exclaimed.  Soon afterwards she invested three years (1981-1983) singing together with her future husband in the Crossroads, Campus Crusade's traveling music team in Asia.  This nine member Philippines-based group shared Christ in the Philippines, China, Hong Kong, Korea, Japan, Macau, Thailand, Malaysia, Indonesia, and Singapore.  

In December 1983 Susan’s “never” became a reality.  She and Rick were married and like Jacob and Rachel of old, Susan also worked for her mate.  During these seven seminary years Rick served as a pastor, corporate chaplain, and International Students church consultant.  Susan taught women's Bible studies and often ministered through her singing.  Their primary church in Texas is Christ Chapel Bible Church in Fort Worth.

The Griffith family now includes three sons: Kurt (18 yrs.), Stephen (15 yrs.), and John (12 yrs.).  During home assignment they minister mainly from the First Baptist Church of Yucaipa, California.

Ministry
However, since 1991 the Griffiths’ home has been Singapore where Rick serves with 31 other full-time faculty at Singapore Bible College.  SBC has 503 full-time students from 23 countries and 25 denominations, as well as over 300 professionals in the non-degree Evening School.  During his first term he taught a variety of courses: Old Testament Survey, New Testament Survey, New Testament Backgrounds, Eschatology (the study of future things), Evangelism, Pastoral Epistles, Psalms, Homiletics (preaching), Hebrew Exegesis, and four Old Testament exposition courses.  Now he teaches mostly Bible Exposition classes, including OT and NT Backgrounds & Survey, Eschatology (theology of the future), Ecclesiology (theology of the church), and Pneumatology (theology of the Holy Spirit).

Dr. Griffith loves the variety and strategic nature of his teaching.  He invests his life into Anglicans from Sri Lanka, Lutherans from Singapore, Presbyterians from Korea, Conservative Baptists from the Philippines, and missionaries from Campus Crusade, OMF, and Operation Mobilization—sometimes all in one class!  A survey of one of his courses revealed that 17 of the 20 students were training for ministry outside of Singapore.  Nearly all SBC graduates enter pastoral or missionary ministries due to Asia’s shortage of trained leaders.

Ministry opportunities abound.  Rick and Susan have conducted premarital counseling for students and their home has an open door to students and guests traveling through Singapore.  They have sung in evangelistic thrusts and in 1992 also participated in founding International Community School, an expatriate Christian primary and secondary school in Singapore.  The Griffith family is attached to CBInternational and attends International Baptist Church in Singapore. 

Field
Singapore Bible College is strategically located at the “ministry hub” of Southeast Asia, the Republic of Singapore.  A small island of only 14 by 26 miles, Singapore is a city-nation located on the tip of the Malayan Peninsula in southeast Asia.  The population of this multi-cultural society is 75 percent Chinese, 15 percent Malay and 8 percent Indian.  Other groups include Filipinos, Thais, Japanese, Americans, and Europeans.  This beautiful island nation, with dynamic growth in churches and missionary force, has been called the “Antioch of Asia.”  Recently the Singaporean cross-cultural missionary force has grown tremendously from 140 (1988) to 321 (1992) overseas missionaries.

Differences Between Our Cultures TC  "Differences Between Our Cultures" \l 2 
(Classroom etiquette in light of our cultural differences)

Issue
Asians
Americans

The teacher is…
“Pretty close to God”
“Just one of the guys”


“Knows all”
“Fellow learner”

Perspective of teacher
Lofty 
Lowly 


(teacher as respected)
(teacher as equal)

Age of Teacher
Older are more respected
Younger teachers more liked


Age = Wisdom
Youthful = Energetic

Losing face is…
A big concern
Not so big a deal 


(for both teacher and student)
(but insults are!)

Content concern
Pragmatic
Theoretical


•  What works in life
•  If it doesn’t apply now it will later


•  What’s on the test
•  What you’ll need for your life


•  Short-term
•  Long-term

Learning style
Formal harmony
Confrontational 


(teacher gives only his view)
(teacher responds to other views)

Learning preference
Rote memory of facts
Correlation between facts

Responsibility for 
Teacher’s
Teacher’s and student’s
effectiveness of learning

Disagreeing with teacher
Taboo
Okay


(shows disrespect)
(shows insight)

Speaking up is okay… 
When called on individually
When a general invitation is given

Will speak up in…
Small groups only
Large and small groups

Communication
One way (teacher to student)
Two way dialogue

Asking questions
Uncomfortable
Comfortable

American Rule of Thumb: “The only dumb question is the one which is never asked”

Implications:

1.
For Me: I’ll try my best to teach in a manner in which Asians better learn (column 1), but since I’ve lived almost 30 years in America and only 14 years in Asia I will unavoidably lapse into an American style (column 2).  Please forgive my lack of cultural sensitivity!

2.
For You: You can feel free to be “a bit more American” in this class since I don’t yet feel that column 2 is inappropriate for Asians.  Relax, loosen up, and enjoy our differences!  But I don’t expect too many of you to follow this principle (thus implication 1 above)!

Stages of God’s Plan in History TC  "Stages of God’s Plan in History" \l 2 
Dr. Max Anders

The Intertestamental Era TC  "The Intertestamental Era" \l 2 
Q:
Why should we study NT backgrounds?

A:
One reason is because so much happened between the testaments that we can’t understand the NT without understanding the intertestamental period.  Just look at all the changes that took place in these 400 years…

(425 BC—5 BC)

The “Kingdom Stage” is Set!

Galatians 4:4-5
“But when the time had fully come, God sent His Son, born of a woman, born under the law,


  to redeem those under the law, that we might receive the full rights as sons”
The time was right:

politically

linguistically

religiously

prophetically (Dan. 9:25-26)

emotionally

transportationally

Gospel of Matthew (probably written in the 40s) answers the two questions all Jews were asking:

1.
Q:
Non-Christian Jews asked, “How do we know Jesus is the Messiah?”  (Matt. 1—10)

A:
His advent (1—2) and approvals (3:1—4:11) show Jesus fulfilled OT Messianic prophecies



His early ministry (4:12-25) and Sermon on Mount (5—7) reveal He has the prophetic office



He shows Messianic power by healing (8:1—9:34) and authority by delegation (9:35—11:1)

2.
Q:
Christian Jews asked, “He’s Messiah, but where’s the promised kingdom?”  (Matt. 11—28)


A:
Israel rejected Christ as Messiah so He now has authority over the church (11:2—16:12)



Jesus prepared the disciples for church issues since kingdom is postponed (17:14—20:34)



Israel rejected Him as Messiah but God sovereignly used this to pay for man’s sin (21—27)



Christ conquers death to prove His messianic authority & ability to bring in the kingdom (28)

Application:
So how has God prepared your background for you to minister effectively?

Speaking Hebrew  TC  "Speaking Hebrew " \l 2 
How Modern Hebrew Began TC  "How Modern Hebrew Began" \l 3 
Israel Today brochure (Jerusalem: Israel Information Centre, 1990)
Common Modern Hebrew Words TC  "Common Modern Hebrew Words" \l 3 
English
Hebrew
Bible
Torah

Bread
Lechem

Brook
Nahal

City
Ir (pronounced “ear”)

Dates
T’marim

English
Anglit

Enjoy your meal
Beteavon

Excuse me
S’licha
Fish
Dag

Fork
Masleg

Garden
Gan

Glass
Koss

Good
Tov

Good-bye
Shalom, Lehitraot

Good morning
Boker tov

Good evening
Erev tov laila

Good night
Erev tov

Hebrew
Ivrit

Height
Ramah

Hello
Shalom (“Shabbat Shalom” on sabbaths)

House
Bayit

How are you? (to female)
Ma shalomeik?

How are you? (to male)
Ma shalomka?

Jerusalem
Yerushalyim

Knife
Ssakin

Money
Kessef

More
Od

Mound
Tell

Mountain
Har

No
Lo

Plate
Tzalachat

Please
Bevakashah

Post Office
Doar

Restaurant
Miss’adah

River
Nahar

Road, Way
Derek

Sea
Yam

Spoon
Kaf

Stamp
Bull

Street
Rehov

Table
Schulkan

Tasty
Taim

Thank you
Todah 

Thank you very much
Todah rabah

Today
Hayom

Valley
Emek

Village
K’far

Yes
Ken

You’re welcome
Bevakashah

Waiter
Meltzar

Water
Mayim

Well
Be’er

Welcome
Baruch haba


Common Arabic Words

Mountain
Jebel

Riverbed
Wadi

Food and Sabbath in Israel TC  "Food and Sabbath in Israel" \l 2 
Kosher Food  

As Christians we are accustomed to not following the food restrictions of the Old Testament, for Jesus abandoned such regulations (Mark 7:15-19; cf. Rom. 14:1-6; Col. 2:16, 20-21).  However, modern Jews still believe such commandments to be in force, in addition to many traditions passed on from the Pharisees (Mark 7:1-5).  

Therefore, all Jewish hotels and most restaurants in Israel (except Gentile ones) keep “Kosher” and follow Jewish dietary laws: no non-Kosher dishes (similar to the Muslim “halal” dishes) and no butter or milk before, with, or after meat.  At the entrance to the dining room in some hotels (e.g., the Holyland Hotel in Jerusalem) you can see special Kosher sinks with several vessels used to wash one’s hands according to Jewish traditions. 

Sabbath

Much of what is above can be said concerning Shabbat, or Sabbath.  On the Sabbath (6 PM Friday to 6 PM Saturday) no fire is allowed, which means no cooking or smoking in dining halls is permitted in order to observe Exodus 35:3.  Public transport (city buses and trains) does not operate, and all of the following are closed: banks, government and public institutions, offices and places of entertainment (theatres and cinemas).  We have tried to schedule our activities around these restrictions and will take our day of leisure on another day.  In like manner, Muslim establishments are closed on Friday and Christian ones on Sunday.

Christians are warned not to require others to obey the Sabbath (Rom. 14:5; Gal. 4:10; Col. 2:17), though this may be observed if one so chooses (Rom. 14:6).  Modern Jewish Christians generally follow the Sabbath in Israel (though they are called the less offensive term “Messianic Jews” so as not to offend those who cannot reconcile the terms “Christian” and “Jew”).

Money

Jordanian:
1 JD 
=
US$1.5

Israel:
1 NIS
=
30¢


3 NIS
=
US$1.00

A Virtual Tour

 TC  "A Virtual Tour " \l 1 
 TC  "Geographical Overview " \l 2 
The Ancient Landscape TC  "The Ancient Landscape & Quiz Maps " \l 3 
1. Bodies of Water (cf. p. 15)

a. Seas

1) Persian Gulf: Not noted in Scripture but received the two key rivers

2) Great Sea: ancient name for the Mediterranean Sea

3) Sea of Kinnereth (Num. 34:1; Josh. 12:3; 13:27): Sea of Galilee = “harp”

4) Salt Sea (Sea of the Arabah): Called Dead Sea by Crusaders (AD 1100)

5) Red Sea: two forks which make up the Sinai Peninsula

b. Rivers

1) Tigris: northern river of Mesopotamia upon which Nineveh sat

2) Euphrates: southern river of Mesopotamia that flowed though Babylon

3) Jordan: steep, winding connection from Sea of Kinnereth to Salt Sea

4) Wadi of Egypt: lower limit of the land promised to Abraham (Gen. 15:18)

5) Nile: longest river in the world and “lifeblood” of Egypt

2. Land (cf. p. 15)

1) Fertile Crescent: arc-shaped agricultural land from Mesopotamia to Egypt

2) Arabian Desert: little-traveled land from Mesopotamia to Egypt

3. Peoples (cf. p. 17)

1) Genesis 5 & 10: Genealogical accounts of patriarch life spans

2) Semitic: people descended from Shem

The Land of Israel

1. Five Major Longitudinal Regions (cf. p. 18)

2. Mountains (cf. p. 20)

3. Left Stage vs. Right Stage (cf. p. 15): regions of differing lifestyles

Maps of the OT and Modern Mid-East (Quiz 1) TC  "Maps of the OT and Modern Mid-East (Quiz 1)" \l 4 
Terry Hall, Bible Panorama, 49, adapted (top) and Alfred Hoerth et. al., People of the Old Testament World, 16, adapted (bottom)

Map of the OT Mid-East (incomplete) TC  "Map of the OT Mid-East (incomplete)" \l 4 
Terry Hall, Bible Panorama, 181

Table of Nations  TC  "Table of Nations " \l 4 
The Bible Visual Resource Book, 15

Maps of Intertestamental Empires TC  "Maps of Intertestamental Empires" \l 4 
The Route of Alexander’s Conquests TC  "The Route of Alexander’s Conquests" \l 4 
The Greek and Roman Empires TC  "The Greek and Roman Empires" \l 4 
Every Geographical Location in the Gospels (Quiz 2)  TC  "Every Geographical Location in the Gospels (Quiz 2)" \l 4 
Every Geographical Location in the Gospels (Numbers)
Geographical Locations in the Gospels (Answer Key)

Every Geographical Location in Acts/Epistles (Quiz 3)  TC  "Every Geographical Location in Acts/Epistles (Quiz 3)" \l 4 
Every Geographical Location in Acts/Epistles (Numbers)
Every Geographical Location in Acts/Epistles

Answer Key

Every Geographical Location in Acts/Epistles

Matching
 TC  "The Land of Israel" \l 3 Israel’s Strategic Location TC  "Israel’s Strategic Location" \l 4 
Ptolemies & Seleucids TC  "Ptolemies & Seleucids" \l 4 
Barry Beitzel, Moody Atlas of Bible Lands, 28-29

Travel in Ancient Israel TC  "Travel in Ancient Israel" \l 4 
Marjie Mehlis, Maps of the Holy Land for Overhead Projection (Elgin, IL: David C. Cook Pub. Co., 1973)

Division of Canaan TC  " Division of Canaan" \l 4 
Irving L. Jensen, Jensen’s Survey of the OT, 140 (adapted based on Barry Beitzel, Moody Atlas of Bible Lands, 100)

Levitic Cities and Cities of Refuge TC  " Levitic Cities and Cities of Refuge" \l 4 
Barry Beitzel, Moody Atlas of Bible Lands, 101

Maps of the OT and Modern Mid-East TC  "Maps of the OT and Modern Mid-East" \l 4 
Terry Hall, Bible Panorama, 49, adapted

Palestinian Geography TC  "Palestinian Geography" \l 4 
LaSor, Old Testament Survey, 44, 47, and Rogerson, Atlas of the Bible, 58

Cross-Sectional Map of Israel TC  "Cross-Sectional Map of Israel" \l 4 
Barry Beitzel, Moody Atlas of Bible Lands, 28-29

Ancient Map of Israel TC  "Ancient Map of Israel" \l 4 
David C. Cook Publishing Co.

The Development of Modern Israel  TC  "The Development of Modern Israel " \l 4 
Beitzel and David C. Cook

Sizes of Israel vs. Singapore TC  "Sizes of Israel vs. Singapore" \l 4 
Source Unknown 

Road Distances and Temperatures in Israel TC  "Road Distances and Temperatures in Israel" \l 4 
Israel: A Visitor’s Companion (Jerusalem: Israel Ministry of Tourism, 1993)

and “Landface Pictorial Four in One Map” (Herzliya: Landface Co. Ltd., 1994)

Jordan TC  " Jordan" \l 2 
Jordan: Where Adventure Awaits You (Amman: Jordan Tourism Board, 1994?)

	Site #
	Location/Day
	Tour Details and Biblical Parallels



	1
	Day 1
Friday

1 December


	Flight from Singapore to Amman

Quiet Time Guideline: Read Genesis 12—17

	2
	Flight


	Gather at 11:30 PM at Changi Terminal 1.  Fly Royal Jordanian Flight 187 at 1:30 AM.  Please get a lot of sleep on the plane as this is a 9 hour and 40 minute hour flight and we have a big day tomorrow!  When you can’t sleep please work on your goals (see page 2).  Also, since you won’t be able to get into your luggage for 24 hours, bring all you will need to freshen yourself up on the plane.  Also, wear the clothes you will find acceptable for horseback riding in Petra.



	3
	Amman

 (Jordan)

 (Biblical 

Rabbath Ammon)


	At about 5 AM we’ll arrive in Amman, the capital of Jordan, which received independence in 1922.  This constitutional monarchy which had King Hussein on the throne signed a peace treaty with Israel in November 1994.  His son, King Abdullah, has continued his father’s policies.  Presently Jordan has about 4 million people in a kingdom which is 80% sandy desert or barren mountains.  The Jordan Valley, on the other hand, is Jordan’s fertile area which produces fruits and vegetables.  This is the third largest source of income (the fourth is tourism, which brings a million visitors annually).  The largest source of income is money sent into the country by Jordanians working abroad, followed by phosphorous production.

Amman is first mentioned in Scripture in that Lot was the father of the Ammonites (Gen. 19:38) and Saul later protected Jabesh-Gilead against Nahash, king of Ammon (1 Sam. 11:1ff.).  This pressure against Israel by Nahash provided the opportunity for Saul to be confirmed as king. 

Amman was renamed “Philadelphia” when in 250 BC the Greek general Ptolemy II Philadelphus rebuilt the city from the Ammonite ruins.  After the Roman general Pompey secured control of modern Israel, Syria and Jordan in 63 BC, Philadelphia became one of the ten cities of the Decapolis of NT times (cf. Matt. 4:25: Mark 5:20; 7:31).  At the end of the tour we will see some of the Roman sites here.




 Petra TC  " Petra" \l 2 
History  TC  "History" \l 3 
Jordan: Where Adventure Awaits You (Amman: Jordan Tourism Board, 1994?)  1 of 3

History of Petra (2 of 3)

History of Petra (3 of 3)

Biblical Significance  TC  "Biblical Significance" \l 3 
About 262 kilometers south of Amman (SE of the Dead Sea) lies the city of Petra, “the rose red city half as old as time.”  Just to the north is Ain Moses, a spring with a large rock considered by Muslims as the rock which Moses struck (Num. 20:8-13).  (The real rock is 100 miles west in Israel.)

Petra lies within the rugged mountains of Edom.  Aaron died and was buried on one of these mountains called Mount Hor (Num. 20:23-29).  Petra was probably the land of the ancient Horites (Gen. 14:6), a non-Semitic people now known as Hurrians.  After Esau migrated to this area, he and his descendants (Edomites) presumably drove out the Horites (Gen. 36:20, 21, 29).  

Petra is also called Sela (Isa. 16:1; Jer. 49:16-17; Obad. 3).  King Amaziah of Judah conquered Edom, and, presumably Petra as well (2 Kings 14:7).  Petra is also probably the place that the future godly remnant will flee in the Tribulation after the Abomination that causes Desolation is erected in the Jerusalem temple of Antichrist (Matt. 24:15-21; Rev. 12:14-17; Isa. 16:1-4).  

Chronology  TC  "Chronology" \l 3 
2000 BC 
Horites occupy Petra during Abraham’s time

1900
Edomites conquer Horites

797-779
Amaziah of Judah occupies Sela and renames it Joktheel

650 
Nabateans (Ishmaelites) pay tribute to Assyria

312
Antigonus Monophthalmos captures Petra, but is waylaid by the Nabateans in a night attack and his army is destroyed

312-63
Nabateans maintain independence and control spice trade despite the efforts of the Seleucids (Greek rulers) and Maccabeans (Jewish rulers) to control them

63 BC-AD 106
Nabatean autonomy but more or less dependent on Rome

AD 106-400s
Roman province of Aracia annexes Petra

Points of Interest  TC  "Points of Interest" \l 3 
“Petra” mean “rock” in Greek—appropriate name as the city is carved out of rock passageways.  Here are the major sites:

1.
The Siq: One enters the city through a one kilometer narrow crack in the rock called the Siq, where on either side the sandstone cliffs rise from 70-100 meters!  This single entrance made the city almost impossible to conquer.  The only time after Obadiah when the city was conquered was through Nabatean trickery rather than military defeat (cf. notes, 597 on Obad. 1-9).  

2.
The Aqueduct cut into the Siq served as the city’s water supply.

3.
The Treasury (Arabic el Khazneh) is the most imposing landmark, standing two stories high at the end of the Siq.  The lower story has six impressive Corinthian columns.  This site is where Indiana Jones fought his last battle in Hollywood’s “Raiders of the Lost Ark.”

4.
The Monastery (Arabic Ed Deir) is a huge, 55-metre wide and 47-metre high face carved into a rock wall.  Some believe it first served as a temple but then was used as a Christian church (3rd cent. AD).

5.
The Triumphal Arch is only partially standing, but opens into a flagstone-paved road of ancient public buildings: the baths, marketplace, gymnasium, and palace.

6.
The Tombs show how bodies were buried straight into the carved wall.

7.
The Altar (Arabic al Madhbah) stands high on a hill as a rock-hewn platform 6x15 metres.  It has 2 obelisks over 6 metres high and connected with ancient pagan rituals, including human sacrifices.

	4
	Day 2
Saturday

2 December


	Amman to Petra (3-4 hours by coach) and on to Aqaba (1-2 hours) for the night

Quiet Time Guideline: Read Genesis 18—22 and Obadiah

	5
	Moses’ Rock

 (Jordan)

Beitzel, 93
	At the start of the 40 years of wilderness wanderings, God commanded both Aaron and Moses to strike a rock to bring forth water (cf. p. 37), which they did in the Desert of Sin at the waters of Massah and Meribah (Exod. 17:1-7).  This occurred in the southwestern Sinai Peninsula before arriving at Mount Sinai in south Sinai.  About 40 years later, Aaron and Moses found themselves at another site with similar names: another place named Meribah at Kadesh-Barnea within the Desert of Zin (not Sin).  This time God commanded them to simply speak to the rock (Num. 20:8), but instead they both struck it, which displeased the Lord (vv. 10-12).  Neither of these incidents took place in modern-day Jordan, but the tourist industry is not known for historical accuracy!  In 1991 Jordan built a building over a spring here outside of Petra at a convenient location, claiming that this is the actual site of Moses’ rock incident.  The Israelites did indeed pass by this site, but the real rock incident sites are 100 kilometers west in modern-day Israel (ancient Kadesh) and about 250 kilometers southwest in Egypt’s Sinai Peninsula.  Nevertheless, from this site outside of Petra one can see Mount Hor, where Aaron died because of the rock incident near Kadesh-Barnea. 



	6
	Mount Hor (Jordan)
	Because of the latter incident of striking the rock noted above, soon after Aaron died here on Mount Hor because of the “Zin sin” (Num. 20:22-29).  A church commemorates his death at the top of the mountain.  (We won’t climb Mount Hor but will only see it from the road.)  Moses also died from the rock incident but on another mountain (Mt. Nebo), which we will see later in the tour (Deut. 34).



	7
	Petra (Jordan)

Obadiah 1-14
	Petra (biblical Sela) had 18,000-20,000 inhabitants at its height (and 30,000 during wartime).  We will enter Petra by horseback (a 1-2 kilometer ride up a ravine) and stay until after lunch (give the US$3.00 tip to the horse boy only after the return trip or you may have to hike out).  Petra is part of ancient Edom, the land where Esau settled after he and Jacob parted.  Edom also denied passage to Israel in the Exodus.  Obadiah records God would judge Edom for its pride while “in the heights” (v. 3).  Centuries later, Paul escaped arrest in Damascus from King Aretas IV (2 Cor. 11:32), who ruled Damascus as well as Petra during its strongest days.  Indiana Jones and the Last Crusade was filmed on location here in Petra.  (In 1995, while this Steven Spielberg film was not yet popular, Petra had only 700 visitors daily and the neighboring township of Wadi Mussa had three hostelries.  Within two years it had 32 mostly 4 and 5-star hotels and the site of Petra itself had 4000 visitors daily!)  BAR9-96,28


	8
	Aqaba (Jordan)
	Travel 100 kilometres to Aqaba to stay overnight.  We will go down the Araba (“flat” in Hebrew) which is the longest rift in the world (4000 miles or 6000 kilometres).

Tonight we will have the opportunity to introduce ourselves to the rest of the tour group.  Let’s spend some time praying for Jordan too (pp. 231-32).




	9
	Day 3
Sunday

3 December


	Travel from Aqaba to Arad.  Be sure to pack your swim suit, sandals, and towel in your carry-on (not suitcase) for today’s swim at the end of the day (otherwise towels cost at least $2.00).  Even if it’s 10˚ C in Jerusalem, it is still warm enough to swim at the Dead Sea.

Quiet Time Guideline: Read Genesis 23—28



	10
	Aqaba (Jordan) to Eilat (Israel) Border Crossing

Joshua 3-4

	Cross over the border at approximately 8-9 AM.    

Please take this border crossing with utmost seriousness.  Do not joke around and simply do what the immigration officers tell you.  Note also that there are actually two checkpoints—one to leave Jordan and another to enter Israel.  

After the crossing we will be in the Negev (“dry” in Hebrew), which is called this because no water flows from the Dead Sea to Aqaba. David ben Gurion (Israel’s first Prime Minister) had a vision to populate the Negev and is now buried here at a Kibbutz.  Israel also has piped water into this are to make it flourish.




The Negev TC  "The Negev" \l 2 
Eilat Mountains Map TC  "Eilat Mountains Map" \l 3 

	11
	Underwater Oceanarium

(Eilat)


	Welcome to Israel!  This city of Eilat (also Eilot or Elat or Elath) lies at the northeastern tip of the Red Sea.  Remember that the Red Sea divides in its northern section with extensions on either side of the Sinai Peninsula.  We are on the other side of the Sinai Peninsula where the Red Sea crossing under Joshua occurred in the Gulf of Suez.  Israel calls our location the Gulf of Eilat while the Jordanians (and the rest of the world) call it the Gulf of Aqaba.  

Unlike the colourless deserts we have seen for hours, Eilat bursts forth with lush colour: a violet-hued desert mountain backdrop, luscious green lawns, swaying palm trees, and deep blue sea dotted with a rainbow of sails.  Not to mention the sandy, sun-kissed beaches (Eilat averages 359 sun days a year and is balmy even in winter).  No wonder why Israelis take the 30-minute flight from Jerusalem or Tel Aviv to escape to Eilat.  When Europe battles its winter storms, its “snow birds” flock here for respite.  Even the water temperature hardly varies from its February low (21 C, 70 F) to the summer high (25 C, 77 F).

Nearly all of our sites this tour are above ground, but as we enter Israel, prepare for the submarine ride of your life!  A yellow sub may bring us to the depths to view corals and a varied water life.  If we can’t take the submarine then we’ll go into the underwater aquarium in this region that is the northmost tropical area in the world. 

Historically, this area has what is claimed to be ancient worship sites called massebah—a vertical stone or group of stones implanted in the ground and extending 1.5 meters high.  It is believed that some of these date back to 11,000 BC (but I have questions whether the world even existed then!).  Concerning Mount Sinai to the southwest, Scripture notes that “Moses then wrote down everything the LORD had said. He got up early the next morning and built an altar at the foot of the mountain and set up twelve stone pillars representing the twelve tribes of Israel” (Exod. 24:4).  



	11
	 (Eilat continued)


	Eilat’s biblical significance stems from the wilderness wanderings.  The Israelites were much farther north at Punon (north of Petra) when they requested permission to pass through Edom.  This was denied, causing them to detour 281 km. south via the hot Negev highlands to Elat, west across the King’s Highway and then north on what was later called the “Pilgrim’s Highway” (see Negev Wilderness Wanderings Map on p. 37).  Moses wrote, “So we went on past our brothers the descendants of Esau, who live in Seir. We turned from the Arabah road, which comes up from Elath and Ezion Geber [modern Tell el-Kheleifeh], and traveled along the desert road of Moab” (Deut. 2:8).  

Note also 1 Kings 9:26: “King Solomon also built ships at Ezion Geber, which is near Elath in Edom, on the shore of the Red Sea.”  King Solomon’s Pillars (not found in the Bible) lie nearly 30 kilometers north of Eilat.  The city of Ezion-Geber was the point to which Solomon’s ships brought back gold from Ophir in the southern region of the Arabian peninsula near Sheba (2 Chron. 8:17-18).

“Azariah [Uzziah] was the one who rebuilt Elath and restored it to Judah after Amaziah rested with his fathers” (2 Kings 14:22; 2 Chron. 26:2).  However, shortly afterwards, “Rezin king of Aram recovered Elath for Aram by driving out the men of Judah. Edomites then moved into Elath and have lived there to this day” (2 Kings 16:6).




History of the Negev  TC  "History of the Negev " \l 3 
The Spice Route History TC  "The Spice Route History" \l 3 
The Spice Route Map TC  "The Spice Route Map" \l 3 
	12
	Mitzpe Ramon

(Negev Highlands)
	On our 241 km. trip (approx. 3 hours) from Eilat to Beersheba we are covering over 50% of Israel called the Negev.  The meaning of the word is uncertain, but it is often associated with the Hebrew nagav in post-biblical Hebrew, which means “desert.”  In the OT the Negev is referred to 38 times and designated the dry area south of Hebron (but the boundaries beyond that are not clear).  Generally this wedge-shaped desert area is divided into four regions: the Arabah (rift valley extending from the Dead Sea to Eilat), the Eilat mountains in the south, the Negev Highlands where we are right now in the central region, and the Northern Negev (north of us to the north of the Nahal Zin, or brook of Zin).  

At the half-way point of this trip lies Mitzpe Ramon, within the Negev Highlands (mitzpe means “observation”).  Although the Grand Canyon in the USA is the largest canyon on earth, here we observe the largest crater in the world (40 by 7 km. Wide, 500 meters deep).  Actually, three craters (Heb. Mahktesh) lie in the Negev: Ha-Mahktesh Gadol (big), Ha- Mahktesh Katan (small), and Ha- Mahktesh Ramon (giant).

At this point the mysterious “Spice Route” seemed to disappear in the heights during ancient days of the Nabateans, which enabled them to pass safely and make a 600% profit from the trip!  (After reaching Gaza, they charged six times what they had paid in the mountains of Edom.)  Now Mitzpeh Ramon is a urban locality in Israel’s repopulation efforts within the Negev.  

South of Mitzpe Ramon is the part of the Negev where 45% of the Israeli army has target practice with tanks in the hills.

North of Mitzpe Ramon lies Sdeh Boker (see map on p. 41), the burial site of David ben Gurion, Israel’s first PM.  This kibbutz operates from a solar energy power station.
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	Road to Kadesh Barnea
	The site of Kadesh Barnea has an ominous memory attached in Israel’s history (Num. 13—14).  Israel sent the twelve spies into Canaan from this location in the Wilderness of Zin.  When they returned with ten reporting of the giants in the land, the people rebelled against God by not trusting Him to defeat their enemies.  God then  judged them with a forty year wandering—one year for each day the spies explored (Num. 14:34).  This route is part of what Moses called a “vast and dreadful desert” (Deut. 1:19).  Instead of 40 years, we’ll take about 40 minutes!  Occasionally you will see an acacia tree, the type used in constructing the ark of the covenant.
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	Avdat
	This national park and historical site is not mentioned in Scripture.  It is about 20 km. north of Mitzpe Ramon.  This Nabatean city is fascinating in that the people were so skilled at irrigation that a wine press and olive press have been found in the desert where only 4 inches of rain falls annually.  Water terraces channel the rain into cisterns.




Judean Desert Map TC  "Judean Desert Map" \l 3 
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	Beersheba


	When Abraham first entered Canaan, he visited Shechem in the middle of the modern West Bank, then he traveled between Bethel and Ai in the Samaria hills and down toward the Negev (Gen. 12:6-9).  Then he went to Egypt because of a famine, but returned through the Negev to Bethel, where he and Lot parted.  He continued south through the Judean area to Hebron (13:18), where the events of Genesis 14—18 took place, including the birth of Ishmael.  (Hebron lies 45 km. northeast of Beersheba in an unsafe area we will avoid.)  Later Abraham moved between Kadesh and Shur and then to Gerar in the modern Gaza Strip (20:1), where Isaac was born (21:2).  

Sarah’s fear of Ishmael acquiring Isaac’s inheritance caused Abraham to send Hagar away from Gerar towards Beersheba (21:14, where it is first used noted in Scripture).  Later, because of a dispute over water rights with Abimelech, Philistine king of Gerar, Abraham moved to Beersheba himself (21:31).  Beersheba means “well of the oath,” named after the oath that Abraham made with Abimelech over a well.  Genesis 21:33 also notes that Abraham called upon the name of the LORD here at Beersheba (Isaac did the same here, 26:25).

Beersheba was a residence of both Abraham (Gen. 21:31-34; 22:19) and Isaac (26:23).  Here Jacob tricked Esau out of his blessing by deceiving their father Isaac (Gen. 27), so he fled Beersheba to Haran in modern day Syria (28:10).  Jacob did not see Beersheba again until the end of his life en route to Egypt to be reunited with Joseph (46:1).  Here God made a promise to him that he would bring the people back from Egypt as a great nation.  Perhaps this promise gave Beersheba recognition as the southernmost part of the promised land, seen in the commonplace phrase ‘from Dan to Beersheba’ (1 Sam. 3:20; 2 Sam. 3:10; 17:1; 24:2, 15; 1 Kings 4:25, etc.).  The city was seen as the extent of habitable land before the harsh desert. 
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	Beersheba

(continued)


	Besides the stories about Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, Beersheba is mentioned elsewhere in the Bible.  Some notable ones are: “Samuel appointed his sons to be judges there (1 Sam. 8:2), the town provided the mother of Jehoash, king of Judah (2 Kings 12:1), the priests of its ‘high place’ were deposed by Josiah (2 Kings 23:8), and it was resettled by returning Jews after the exile (Neh. 11:27).  Excavations at Beer-sheba suggest that the Patriarchs and the post-exilic Jews settled or stayed in an area today covered by the town of Beer-sheba.  The mound of Tel Sheba, outside the present town, was built during the early period of the Israelite monarchy, and destroyed in the 8th century [by the Assyrian general Sennacharib in 701 BC]” (Rogerson, Atlas of the Bible, 120-21).  This was also the city near Elijah’s suicide request after his victory on Mount Carmel (1 Kings 19:3).

Following the War of Independence (1948-49) Israel began to populate this tiny town of 5,000 people.  Now it boasts over 120,000 inhabitants and is the most significant city of the Negev, being the capital of this region.  See the map on page 41.




Arab Magi in Matthew 2

Tony Maalouf, Arabs in the Shadow of Israel: The Unfolding of God’s Prophetic Plan for Ishmael’s Descendants (Grand Rapids: Trade Paperback, Kregel, Dec 2003)

The magi who worshipped the baby Jesus in Matthew 2 are typically thought to originate from Babylon, Assyria, or Persia.  This makes sense since these nations geographically lay northeast of Israel and these wise men were “from the east” (Matt. 2:1).  Also, the star that they saw was “in the east” (Matt. 2:2).

However, other lines of evidence not often considered may indicate that these men were in fact Arabs from the Arabian Peninsula southeast of Israel:

The “East,” biblically speaking is not Mesopotamia but Arabia:

· Job lived in Uz and was considered “the greatest of all the people of the east” (Job 1:3).  However, Bible atlases generally do not place Uz in Mesopotamia but much closer to Israel—even southwest of it nearer to the land of the Arabs.

· In contrast, Assyria, Babylonia and Persia are always called lands of the north (Jer. 1:13; 50:9)

· Arabs living in the Arabian tribe of Kedar (S & SE of Israel) are called "people of the East" (Jer 49:28)!

Gifts given to Christ at his birth are from Spice Trade route (Matt. 2:11):

· "And all from Sheba will come, bearing gold and incense" (Isa. 60:6; cf. Ps. 72:10).

· Frankincense came only from southern Arabia (although it was sold throughout the Mid-East).

· The major source of gold in antiquity was not Mesopotamia but far south on the Arabian Peninsula in the land of Ophir that is present-day Yemen (1 Kings 9:28; 10:11; 22:48; 1 Chron. 29:4; 2 Chron. 8:18; Job 22:24; 28:16; Ps. 45:9; Isa. 13:12).

Scripture records a pattern of the threat on God's redeemer from the covenant community itself as being delivered/protected by Arabia & Egypt!

· Joseph, threatened by his brothers, was led by Ishmaelites to Egypt (Gen. 37: Acts 7:9-10).

· Moses, threatened by Israel's elders, found refuge in the Arab area of Midian (Exod. 2:13-15; 5:21; Acts 7:25-29).

· Jesus was threatened by Herod but found refuge in Egypt (Matt. 2:14-15).

· Tribulation Israel will find refuge in desert of Arabia (Rev 12:14).
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	Dead Sea

(Spa & Swim)

Gen. 19 Sodom

or 

Ezek. 47 Fresh
	Here is the lowest point on earth (394 m. below sea level)—I must caution those with weak hearts not to go down!  Bring your sandals and  old bathing suits for a black mud bath and swimming in the Dead Sea.  This sea has water flowing into it but none flowing out, so evaporation has caused the salt content to increase over the centuries so that it has six times the salt content of normal sea water (27% solids, including 7% salt).  The advantage is that you can’t sink!   

The Dead Sea is known in Scripture as the Salt Sea (Gen. 14:3; Deut. 3:17), Sea of Arabah (Deut. 3:17), Eastern Sea (Joel 2:20), and Former Sea (Zech. 14:8).  While Lot chose this region which in his time was beautiful (Gen. 13:10-13) and included Sodom and Gomorrah on the south end, now nothing grows in it due to the salt (sodium chloride), calcium chloride, potassium chloride, and magnesium bromide.  However, Israel makes US$1.5 billion/year from the potassium used as fertilizer.  

However, modern Israelis have successfully planted trees along the western shore fed by fresh water streams and the 3-4 inches of annual rainfall.  This is a complicated procedure in which the soil must be washed nearly 3 meters down to clear it of salt.  Yet the decreased flow of water from the Sea of Galilee for irrigation has divided the present Dead Sea into three parts.  It used to be 20 meters higher in the first century AD and has lost 12 meters in the last 20 years.

Though water from the Kidron valley flows south from Jerusalem, following the return of the Messiah, this future river will flow from the millennial temple directly east.  This fresh water will make the western side of the Dead Sea come even more alive so that it will have swarms of living creatures, fruit trees and fresh fish like in the Sea of Galilee (Ezek. 47:6b-12)!  God makes all things new!
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	Arad 
	We will stay overnight at the Margoa Arad Hotel at this biblical site.  Arad lies at the southeastern edge of the Hebron hills.  This is a strategic spot to control the east-west traffic from Beersheba to the Jordan Rift.  

A unique feature of Arad is that it exists in two sites.  A lower city was probably occupied from about 3000 to 2650 BC and Israel conquered the upper city in the 15th century BC.  This took place after the Canaanite king of Arad attacked them at the end of the wilderness wanderings just after Aaron’s death on Mount Hor (Num. 21:1-3; 33:40; Josh. 12:14).  During the period of the judges the area was inhabited again by Kenite descendants of Moses (Jud. 1:16).  

Arad is also unique in that it while it was a fortified city in Solomon’s time, it had a temple much like that of Jerusalem.  Both temples had three interior divisions and two pillars on a vestibule in front (cf. 1 Kings 6).  The equivalent of the Holy of Holies at Arad contained a sacred stela (oblong inscribed slab in a verticle position) which still bears remnants of red paint.  Rogerson, 118
Modern Arad was built in 1953 for Dead Sea industry workers to live at 300 meters above sea level.  Other industry also includes copper mining, agriculture, and stock raising.  Notice that each hotel room has a mezuza on each door—a wood or metal plate on the right doorposts with three letters meaning “Protect these doors” (cf. Deut. 6:9).


 TC  "Masada" \l 2 
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Charlesworth, Jesus Within Judaism, 110

Herod the Great ruled all Palestine from 37-4 BC and his tyrannical rule incurred the hatred of nearly all the people.  To guard against a public revolt which might overthrow him, he built several fortresses throughout the land.  These included the western Jerusalem palace/fortress, the artificial hill just south of Bethlehem called the Herodium, another fortress on the east side of the Dead Sea (where John the Baptist was executed), and the Masada palace/fortress on the western side of the Dead Sea which is partially pictured below.  For more information on Herod, see page 163.

One advantage of the Masada fortress was its great height above the flat Dead Sea (“Masada” means “fortress.”)  Steep walls provide a natural barrier to attack.  Ironically, even the top of this huge desert plateau still lies below sea level.  Another advantage was that it possessed a tremendous system for capturing and retaining water in 12 large cisterns (8 at the bottom, 4 at the top filled by slaves who took a secret path to the water gate).  This provided more water for those in the fortress than for anyone below (4000 cu. meters each), for any invaders needed to travel 16 kilometers north to obtain fresh water in the desert oasis of En Gedi.  The food storage capacity was incredible as well, providing defenders ten years of food while their attackers below had to bring in supplies!  

In AD 66 at the beginning of the Jewish revolt, Jews wondered how to capture the fortress until they saw a Roman soldier at the top accidentally drop his helmet.  They carefully noted the path by which he descended and ascended the steep wall, then they soon used this same path to conquer the fortress in a surprise attack.  Jews held Masada for seven years until the Romans completed a siege ramp with Jewish slaves captured from Jerusalem up the side with battering rams.  Although Jews had built another (wood) wall inside, this was soon destroyed by fire.  By the time the Romans penetrated the wall in AD 73 the nearly 1000 Jews (including many women and children) committed mass suicide rather than fall into the hands of the Romans.  Only five persons (two women and three children) hid themselves and lived to tell the tale.  The movie “Masada” starring Peter O’Tool shows how the 9000 Roman soldiers and 6000 auxiliary troops outnumbered the Jews 30 to 1.

Masada Map TC  "Masada Map" \l 3 
D.R.W. Wood, gen ed., New Bible Atlas (Leicester, England: IVP, 1985), 68

The Masada synagogue is the oldest in the world (2nd temple period).  Scrolls of Deuteronomy and Ezekiel were found here.  Herod (20-15 BC) rebuilt the palace for Jewish guests who visited his palace.

Great Bath House at Masada TC  "Great Bath House at Masada" \l 3 
Peter Connolly, Living in the Time of Jesus of Nazareth (Bnei Brak: Steimatzky, 1983), 27
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	Day 4

Monday

4 December


	Arad to Sea of Galilee up the Jordan Rift

Quiet Time Guideline: Read Joshua 5—6
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	Masada

(Massada)
	This huge rock plateau meaning “fortress” high above the Dead Sea was the stronghold used by David while fleeing from Saul (1 Sam. 24:22) and the location of one of Herod the Great’s palaces (see adjacent page).  He ruled Palestine (37-4 BC) and built fortresses such as this for fear of both his own subjects and Cleopatra of Egypt.  At Masada at the beginning of the Jewish revolt Jews were able to surprise the Roman garrison and seize the fortress in AD 66.  After Jerusalem fell Masada became the last stronghold of Jerusalem refuges who held out three more years (AD 70-73).  With a large cistern to collect rainwater and enough food to withstand a ten year siege, the Romans could not wait that long to starve them out.  The Romans amazingly built a siege ramp to batter down the walls, only to discover that the 960 Jews inside had already committed mass suicide rather than fall into the hands of their enemies.  (Two women and five children hid themselves and lived to tell the tale.)  All Israeli soldiers are sworn-in atop Masada as a symbolic gesture towards their predecessors.

In the summer months bring your umbrellas as it could be hot, but in winter bring your warm jackets to withstand the stiff cold winds.  We will take the Swiss-built cable tram up and down, but you’re free to make the 45 climb or 30 minute descent if you need the exercise!
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	En Gedi
	At En Gedi David rested from Saul (1 Sam. 23:29; 24:1). It had balsam trees in the first century AD but has palm trees now.  

En Gedi also served as the center of the Bar Kochba rebellion against Rome (AD 132-135).  Letters from this revolt were found in the caves between En Gedi and Masad at Wadi Murabaat (excavated in 1952) and Nahal Hever (excavated in 1960-61).  See the map on page 50.




Qumran TC  "Qumran" \l 2 
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a.
History
1)
The Discovery

a)
In 1947 some Bedouin shepherds were looking for a lost sheep in the Wadi Qumran (seasonal stream) in the very arid, deserted NW shoreline of the Dead Sea.  One threw a stone into a cave hoping to scare a sheep out, but then heard the sound of shattered pottery.  Climbing into this cave the next day, they discovered seven ancient scrolls, which they took to Bethlehem.  The scrolls went through a series of episodes until finally they came into the hands of a distinguished team of scholars (none Jews by Arab edict) who published most of them.

b)
Second century letters of Bar Kochba revolt (AD 132-35) were also found in caves at Wadi Murabaat (excavated in 1952) and Nahal Hever (1960-61).  These are on display at the Shrine of the Book museum in Jerusalem.

c)
From 1947-1956 numerous scrolls were discovered in ten other caves in the area, each one being labeled by number.  Cave 4 had the largest find —over 15,000 fragments from over 500 different documents!  These had to be brought out, however, from 2000 years of bat dung and dust two meters deep!  The most significant of the 11 caves were caves 1, 4, and 11.

d)
Only about ten of the hundreds of documents are well preserved (such as the scrolls of the Book of Isaiah).  Most are fragments which have had to be put together like pieces of a jigsaw puzzle.  The complexity of the task and the desire of the DSS team to publish them first caused the team to have a very tight grip on the material.  This brought much criticism in recent years in particular.  Hundreds of scholars waited nearly a half century for their release.  Critical articles from BAR (Biblical Archaeology Review) particularly exposed and embarrassed the team led by John Strugnell.  Problems with Strugnell climaxed in November 1990 when he denounced Judaism and the State of Israel in an interview.  He was sacked after this.

e)
Finally, in August 1991, Jewish scholar Ben Zion Wacholder at Hebrew Union College in Cincinnati, Ohio and especially his evangelical graduate student named Martin Abegg constructed the remaining unpublished fragments on a Macintosh (yeah!) computer.  The Huntington Library of San Marino, California then released these to all qualified scholars in September.  The “cat was out of the bag,” breaking a 40-year monopoly in only two weeks.  Since then access has been granted to the documents (see the whole story in Edward M. Cook, Solving the Mysteries of the Dead Sea Scrolls, 71-76).

f)
However, an unpublished letter yet remained called MMT (Hebrew abbreviation usually translated “some rulings pertaining to the Torah”).  Strugnell had this document in his possession for 25 years but never let anyone know about it.  What makes this unique is that none of the DSS documents is a letter, so MMT is the only one.  In fact, it is so important that at least six copies of it were kept at Qumran and have survived at least in part.  Strugnell enlisted help from Elisha Qimron to write a 600 page commentary on this 120-line text, but Strugnell has since died.  Finally, BAR caused quite a storm by printing the entire letter with the title “For This You Waited 35 Years” (November/December 1994, 56-61).  With lawsuits following, the end of the story hasn’t yet been told…

g)
One significant victory for evangelicals recently emerged due to MMT.  It is well known that Paul insisted that salvation is not by “works of the law” (ergon nomou  ejrgon nomou; Rom. 3:20, 28; Gal. 2:16; 3:2, 5, 10); however, the “works of the law” for salvation concept has never appeared in any rabbinic writings.  For years liberals have accused Paul of either misunderstanding Jewish teachings of his day or else inventing opponents who taught works-righteousness to bolster his claim of justification by faith.  But now Abegg suggests that a better translation of the title MMT (Miqsat Ma’ase Ha-Torah) is “pertinent works of the law.”  The letter thus contains many practices Qumran thought necessary for salvation.  Thus this is the first evidence of salvation by law in NT times, showing Paul to be responding to a genuine belief of his day (see Martin Abegg, “Paul, ‘Works of the Law’ and MMT” Biblical Archaeology Review  20 [November/December 1994]: 52-55).  Abegg includes this picture:

The Story of the Dead Sea Scrolls TC  "The Story of the Dead Sea Scrolls" \l 3 
(Source Unknown)

Diagram of the Qumran Community TC  "Diagram of the Qumran Community" \l 3 
R. K. Harrison, “Dead Sea Scrolls,” Zondervan Pictorial Encyclopedia of the Bible, 2:60
Reconstruction of the Qumran Community TC  "Reconstruction of the Qumran Community" \l 3 
Peter Connolly, Living in the Time of Jesus of Nazareth (Bnei Brak: Steimatzky, 1983), 31
2)
The Qumran Community: The findings of the scrolls motivated the excavation of the ruins next to the caves by Roland de Vaux, a Dominican monk in Jerusalem.  A big problem concerns the identity of the people who lived in this remote place.   

a)
Essenes were a Jewish monastic group in this area during the time of the scrolls (200 BC—AD 68).  Most scholars have held that Essenes copied the scrolls at Qumran and then deposited them into the caves when the Jewish revolt against Rome began in AD 66 (e.g., James VanderKam, E. L. Sukenik, John Allegro, André Dupont-Sommer).  Within two years the Essene community itself was wiped out.  Several lines of evidence support this theory:

1]
Pliny the Elder was a Roman scholar who apparently had visited this area and described the Essenes in these words:

On the west side of the Dead Sea, but out of the range of the noxious exhalation of the coast, is the solitary tribe of the Essenes, which is remarkable beyond all the other tribes in the whole world, as it has no women and has renounced all sexual desire, has no money, and has only palm trees for company.  Day by day the throng of refugees is recruited to an equal number by numerous [additions] of persons tired of life and driven thither by the waves of fortune to adopt their manners.  Thus through thousands of ages (incredible to relate), a race in which no one is born lives on forever; so prolific for their advantage is other men’s weariness of life!  Lying below them [Essenes] was formerly the town of Engedi (Pliny, Natural History 2, trans. H. Rackham, Loeb Classical Library [London: Heinemann/Cambridge, MA: Harvard Univ. Press, 1969], 5.15, 73). DSS40yrs, 21 

Thus Pliny describes Essenes in this spot and with the same characteristics depicted in the ruins (see below).  Qumran is the only archaeological site in this area north of Engedi with buildings large enough for a community.

2]
Josephus says the Essenes did not marry (Ant. 18.1.5; War 2.8.2), which is consistent with the burial findings in the area.  All corpses dug up were of men, except two women and one child.  (Some believe the women were cooks.)  In any event, if marriage was practiced in the community, the ratio of women to men would certainly have been much higher and the skeletons of more children would seem to be more prominent in the burial plots. 

3]
Excavations of the site revealed a long room which the excavators dubbed the “scriptorium,” believing that the long tables there enabled Essene scribes to copy manuscripts.  In fact, two ink wells were dug up in this room. 

4]
Sectarian writings at the site indicate a religious community.  These include the Manual of Discipline (describing their strict beliefs, initiation practices, and rules of daily life) and a newly discovered deed from a new community member who gave his property to the sect (BAR [Mar/Apr 98]: 48-53, 69).

b)
Sadducees have also been considered to have occupied the ruins.  Dr. Pauline Donceel-Voute, an archaeologist at the Catholic University of Louvin in Belgium, holds this view.  She teaches that the long room long believed to have been the “Scriptorium” where scrolls were copied was actually a banqueting table! Dr. Lawrence Schiffman, professor of Judaic Studies at New York University, says that a close reading of MMT showed “beyond question that either the sect was not Essene, but was Sadducean, or that the Essene movement must be totally redefined as having emerged out of Sadducean beginnings.”  Clearly there are some parallels between the Sadducees and those at Qumran, but since Sadducees did not believe in angels or predestination, these major emphases in the ruins are convincingly against this hypothesis.

c)
Pharisees are also suggested to have lived at Qumran by scholars such as Saul Lieberman, Louis Ginzberg, and Chaim Rabin (cf. Edward M. Cook, Solving the Mysteries of the Dead Sea Scrolls, 124, n. 1).  This is a minority view.

d)
The Roman fortress hypothesis has been advanced with little following.

e)
Zealots also have been supported as Qumran’s inhabitants.  This terrorist, fringe group of Jews who sought to overthrow Rome’s rule has some similarities to the War Scroll contents found within the ruins.  Arrowheads found within the ash layer of Qumran indicate a fiery end to the settlement.  Would the peace-loving Essenes have fought the Romans with such fury?  Scholars like Cecil Roth and G. R. Driver believe that the ruins resulted from a Roman attack of Qumran as a Zealot outpost.  This view which attaches monastic tendencies to Zealots has not gained much of a following.

f)
The Christian hypothesis has also been put forth.  This focuses on James the brother of Jesus as the Qumran sect’s leader.  This more radical theory, proposed by Dr. Robert Eisenman of California State University at Long Beach, has few adherents.  That the scrolls were written by Christians is ludicrous in that the entire library makes not one mention of Jesus!

g)
The Jerusalem theory says that the Qumran writings cannot be attributed entirely to one sect.  Dr. Norman Golb, professor of Near East Languages at the Univ. of Chicago, believes that Qumran was not a monastery but a fortress.  His view claims that the scrolls came from the libraries at Jerusalem and were deposited in these caves in anticipation of the fall of Jerusalem between AD 66-70.

h)
Conclusion: While the identity of the sect still remains a mystery, it seems to me that the Essene view has not been sufficiently defeated to change from this traditional view.  Therefore, I continue to hold to the Essene theory, especially considering the evidence of Pliny and Josephus.

b.
Contents of the Qumran Library (DSS manuscripts)


The 870 different scrolls and 100,000 fragments comprise many types of documents:

1)
OT Books (220 scrolls, as opposed to the 650 non-biblical scrolls)

a)
At least a fragment has been found of every OT book except Esther (which only later was considered authoritative).  The most common were Deuteronomy, Psalms, and Isaiah (two entire scrolls of Isaiah were discovered).

b)
Finds have been labeled by the cave number and name of book.  For example, 11QPs denotes the Psalms scroll in cave 11 at Qumran and 1QIsaa designates the first Isaiah scroll found in cave 1.

c)
The DSS even include Targum fragments (Aramaic paraphrases of the OT; Evans, 98; cf. p. 97 of these notes).

2)
Apocrypha and Pseudepigrapha texts

a)
Finds include Wisdom of Solomon, Tobit, 1 Enoch, Jubilees, Testimony of the Twelve Patriarchs.

b)
The abbreviation for these is similar to that of OT books: 4QTobit means the Tobit scroll found in Qumran cave 4.

3)
Commentaries on OT books

a)
The most complete commentary is on Habakkuk, with Genesis, 2 Samuel, Isaiah, Hosea, Nahum, and Zechariah also prominent.

b)
A small letter “p” for pesher (“commentary”) identifies these manuscripts.  For example, 1QpHab designates the commentary on Habakkuk found in cave 1.

4)
Collections of OT passages on a theme

a)
Messianic passages were collected by Essenes in a volume called “Testimonia.”

b)
The sect struggled to reconcile seemingly contradictory OT messianic texts on the Messiah’s lineage.  Was he a priest (Ps. 110:4) who descended from Levi, or a king who descended from Judah via David (Ps. 89:3-4, 35-37)?  The result was an expectation of two messiahs: a priestly Messiah and a Davidic Messiah.

5)
Sectarian writings of the Qumran Community (designated with “S”)

a)
The Manual of Discipline (1QS), Community Rule (1QSa), and Damascus Document (CD) outline very strict rules of behaviour for the monastic community, including death for sabbath-breaking.  (As an example of referring to this scroll, 1QS3.5-7 indicates column 3, lines 5-7 of the scroll.)

b)
The Temple Scroll (11QTemple) contains an elaborate plan how to make a new temple, anticipating that Herod’s temple would soon be judged by God.  (They were right, but little did they realize that they too would be destroyed.)

c)
The War Scroll (1QM) was originally published under the title “The War of the Sons of Light with the Sons of Darkness.”  It is an eschatological text depicting the community’s instructions and prayers to be offered at different times in battle.  It is unknown whether the community had in mind an actual military battle or an apocalyptic Armageddon.

6)
Note that no NT manuscripts or fragments have been found in Qumran (nor does the NT ever mention Qumran or the Essenes).  Some articles try to connect Jesus and Qumran (or Christianity and Qumran), but this is very speculative; these were contemporaneous yet independent movements with similar goals at some points.

c.
Beliefs and Characteristics of the Qumran (Essene) Community

1)
Commitment to intense study of the Torah and a devout life: extensive water cisterns and baths were used for ritual cleansing

2)
Sovereignty of God: strict predestinarian views similar to Pharisees

3)
Eschatological Emphases: believed they were living in the end times and held strong messianic expectations that God would judge the impure priesthood

4)
Communal life: Josephus is probably right that Qumran inhabitants were all men (except possibly a few women cooks?)

1.     Legalism: possible given that Essenes separated from the normal pressures of everyday life (e.g., War 2.8.2 says no defecation was allowed on the sabbath!)

d.
Significance of the DSS
1)
Information on the life, customs, history, and beliefs of the Qumran community.

2)
Knowledge the Pseudepigrapha (Jewish writings from 200 BC to AD 100) has been enhanced significantly.  This has aided our understanding of Jewish history, religion, and culture in the NT era and afterwards.

3)
Greatly advanced the study of Hebrew manuscripts, script, and orthography (system of spelling correctly) from the 3rd century BC to the 2nd century AD.  Prior to this discovery these years were represented by only one scrap of papyrus!

4)
Extended our knowledge of the Masoretic (Hebrew) text back by 1000 years: 4QSam dates to 225 BC, but before this discovery the oldest extant Hebrew MSS of an OT book was from the AD 800’s.

Before 1948, the earliest complete extant copies of the Hebrew Bible were dated around AD 1000!  Finding copies of books of the Hebrew Bible in whole or in part, to be dated around the time of Christ, was indeed phenomenal.  In addition new light was cast on the religious situation of this time, since the Scrolls contain much extrabiblical material related to the beliefs and conduct of a Jewish sect (Homer Heater, BibSac 145 [Oct.-Dec. 1988]: 454). 

5)
Proves the accuracy of conservative dating of OT books: Liberals have long held that Daniel was written in Babylon around 164 BC whereas conservatives date it in Daniel’s lifetime (c. 560 BC).  The discovery of a second century BC Daniel scroll at Qumran defeats this erroneous liberal teaching, for copies of Daniel would not have traveled to a fringe sect in the desert of Palestine so quickly.

6)
Proves the accuracy of transmission of the OT text: Comparing the DSS Isaiah scroll with one copied in AD 800’s shows minimal differences.  The Jewish scribes over the centuries showed extreme care to produce reliable copies of their sources.

7)
MMT shows that Paul’s opponents who taught salvation by the law were indeed real people (Rom. 3:20, 28; Gal. 2:16; 3:2, 5, 10; see page 175).

e.
Sources
1)
The best older introductions to Qumran are Frank Moore Cross, Jr., The Ancient Library of Qumran and Biblical Studies (New York: Doubleday, 1961; reprint, Grand Rapids: Baker, 1980) and especially the standard DSS text: Geza Vermes, The Dead Sea Scrolls in English (Baltimore: Penguine, 1962, 4th ed. 1995). But recently Martin Abegg, Edward Cook, and Michael Wise edited The Dead Sea Scrolls: A New Translation  (HarperCollins, 1996) which includes all but the most minute of the previously unknown nonbiblical DSS texts.  Its 300 texts are 200 more than the previous standard by Geza Vermes.

2)
See also an older but brief symposium at the Smithsonian Institute by Hershel Shanks, James C. VanderKam, P. Kyle McCarter, Jr., and James A. Sanders, The Dead Sea Scrolls After Forty Years (Washington: Biblical Archaeology Society, 1991 in SBC library 220.93 SHA).  Also see Edward M. Cook, Solving the Mysteries of the Dead Sea Scrolls (Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1994).

The best way to stay current on the DSS is in BAR (Biblical Archaeology Review), a magazine published since 1975.  It is edited by Hershel Shanks, a Harvard Law School graduate who turned his interest in Israel into a new profession (though the “BAR” acronym and controversial nature of the publication which continues to get sued for publishing sensitive material shows that Shanks hasn’t yet given up law!).

Similarities between Essenes and Christianity

1. Communal life (at least early in the church in Acts 2:42)

2. Messianic expectation

3. Emphasis on purity

Differences between Essenes and Christianity

	Essenes
	Christianity

	Monastic
	In Society

	Jewish
	Jew and Gentile

	Anti-temple
	No position

	Men only
	Men and women

	Washings (repeated)
	Baptism (one-time)

	Copied scrolls
	Not an emphasis


	20
	Qumran
	The Qumran Community was a Jewish monastic group that left Jerusalem in opposition to the priesthood which did not follow OT genealogical requirements.  The group set up near the Dead Sea and operated from about 200 BC to AD 68.  The most important contribution made by these people called the Essenes was the meticulous copying of (mostly OT) manuscripts that were preserved in jars until their discovery from 1947-56.  Some scholars believe that John the Baptist lived among this group in the desert (Luke 1:80).  See more information on their Dead Sea Scrolls before this entry.



	21
	Jericho

Luke 19:1-10 Zacchaeus
	This city means “fragrant place.”  Some believe Jericho to be the oldest city in the world (8000 BC), even before pottery was made.  However, the actual oldest city more probably would be Babylon in Iraq where the tower of Babel was built in the world’s oldest city (Gen. 11).  Nevertheless, because of its strategic location, Jericho has been built and destroyed some 23 times!  Jericho is also known as City of Palms (Deut. 34:3) since it lies in the fertile Jordan oasis rich in fruits and vegetation (it is not watered by rain).  The OT site is Tell es-Sultan, a 400 meter long mound arising 15 meters from the bedrock.  To the east is the spring of Ain es-Sultan which waters the oasis.  This may be the fountain of Elisha (2 Kings 2:19-22).

Jericho has both OT and NT significance.  Joshua conquered it in his first battle in Israel (Josh. 6:12-25) and placed a curse upon the rebuilder (v. 26, fulfilled in 1 Kings 16:34).  Also, Elijah was taken up to heaven near Jericho (2 Kings 2:4-18).  

NT Jericho is actually a different site, 3 kms. south of the OT site on both banks of the Wadi Qelt.  Herod built the Great this as his winter capital.  Christ healed two blind men (Matt. 20:29-34) and saved Zacchaeus here (Luke 19:1-10).  It still has an ancient sycamore tree claimed to be that of Zacchaeus.  

Understanding that there are these two Jerichos help us to understand the apparent conflict between Matthew18:35 (“Jesus approached Jericho”) and Luke 19:1 (“Jesus entered Jericho”).  Actually Jesus healed the blind man as he was leaving one Jericho and entering another.

A “third” Jericho is actually the present town to the east of the archaeological sites.  It is built on the site of the Byzantine and Crusader cities.  In late 1994 this came under PLO control. 



	22
	Mount of Temptation
	Behind the OT Jericho is the Jebel Kuruntul or Mount of Temptation where tradition records Christ’s temptation by Satan for 40 days (Matt. 4; Luke 4) and where a Greek Orthodox Convent was built in AD 1895.  We may see the back side of this mount later in the tour.

Christ was tempted 40 days and nights at this spot behind Jericho (Matt. 4:1-11; Luke 4:1-13).  This is no place to be alone—so desolate!  Plenty of rocks that could be turned into stone lie here!



	23
	Beth Shan

(Bet Shean)

(Sythopolis)
	This city lies 30 kms. south of the Sea of Galilee.  Located strategically where the Valley of Jezreel meets the Jordan Valley near Mount Gilboa, the main road from Egypt to Damascus (Via Maris) crossed at this important juncture.  This has led to it being built, destroyed, and rebuilt so that it now has 20 layers of cities!  

Beth Shan actually has two sites: the biblical tel (upper city) and a Greek/Roman lower city.  This lower city was destroyed by an earthquake in AD 749 but is now being restored to its original glory with colonnade streets, three-level theatre which is still being used, market, and amphitheater.

Manasseh was given this land, but this tribe never conquered this land due to the iron chariots of the Canaanites that enabled them to control the plains (Judg. 1:19, 27).  Beth Shan was the location where the bodies of Saul and his three sons were fastened to the wall after their death on Mount Gilboa (1 Sam. 31:10).  The men of Jabesh-Gilead took them down at night and gave them a decent burial (vv. 8-13).  During the Greek era it became the leading city of the Decapolis, and recently a Roman theater and temple up on the tel have been excavated.   



	23
	Beth Shan

(continued)
	Here are the eight occurrences of Beth Shan in Scripture:

Josh. 17:11   Within Issachar and Asher, Manasseh also had Beth Shan, Ibleam and the people of Dor, Endor, Taanach and Megiddo, together with their surrounding settlements (the third in the list is Naphoth ). 

Josh. 17:16   The people of Joseph replied, “The hill country is not enough for us, and all the Canaanites who live in the plain have iron chariots, both those in Beth Shan and its settlements and those in the Valley of Jezreel.” 

Judg. 1:27   But Manasseh did not drive out the people of Beth Shan or Taanach or Dor or Ibleam or Megiddo and their surrounding settlements, for the Canaanites were determined to live in that land. 

1Sam. 31:10   They put his armor in the temple of the Ashtoreths and fastened his body to the wall of Beth Shan. 

1Sam. 31:12   all their valiant men journeyed through the night to Beth Shan. They took down the bodies of Saul and his sons from the wall of Beth Shan and went to Jabesh, where they burned them. 

2Sam. 21:12   he went and took the bones of Saul and his son Jonathan from the citizens of Jabesh Gilead. (They had taken them secretly from the public square at Beth Shan, where the Philistines had hung them after they struck Saul down on Gilboa.) 

1Kgs. 4:12   Baana son of Ahilud —in Taanach and Megiddo, and in all of Beth Shan next to Zarethan below Jezreel, from Beth Shan to Abel Meholah across to Jokmeam; 


Jesus in Judea and Samaria TC  "Jesus in Judea and Samaria" \l 2 
Bible Visual Resource Book, 205
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	Site of Gideon’s “Filtering”
	The spring of Harod (Jud. 7:1), now known as Ma’ayan Harod, is a cool mountain spring flowing into a large pool.  This is where Gideon was instructed by the Lord use to reduce his troops.  Those who lapped from the water like dogs were the chosen 300 men who ended up defeating the Midianites (vv. 5-6).  



	25
	Mountains of Gilboa
	Here we will be passing by (no stopping or teaching), but this is the place where King Saul and his son Jonathan met their death at the hands of the Philistines (1 Samuel 31).  Notice that this is not a single mountain but actually a small range.  It was from here that Saul traveled north the night before his death to visit the witch of Endor across the Jezreel Valley (1 Sam. 28).  After hearing the report of Saul’s death, David cursed this mountain and the eastern side is sadi to have no vegetation as a result (cf. 2 Sam. 1:21).



	26
	Jordan River
	The windy Jordan River begins at Dan (700 feet above sea level), empties into the Sea of Galilee and continues here at the southern tip of the Sea of Galilee then runs southward in the desert valley towards the Dead Sea.  (Actually, the word “Jordan” means “sloping down”—an appropriate name since it empties into the Dead Sea at 1300 feet below sea level.)  Along the way the lush Jordan valley is supplied by springs.  No wonder Lot chose this territory over the rugged Judean hills (Gen. 13:10ff.).  The Dead Sea is only 100 km. from the Sea of Galilee, but the Jordan winds so much that it would actually be 200 kms. long if one straightened it out!



	27
	Baptism
	Anyone for baptism?  John the Baptist performed baptisms in this river, though much farther south in Judea (Matt. 3:6).  A nice place with modern facilities is provided for tourists to be baptised.  



	28
	Ramot
	We will stay overnight at the Ramot Resort on the northeastern shore of the Sea of Galilee.  Tonight at our meeting we will break into small groups of four each to share which site has been most meaningful to each of us thus far on the trip.




 TC  "The Galilee" \l 2 
Jesus in Galilee TC  "Jesus in Galilee" \l 3 
Bible Visual Resource Book, 207

Sea of Galilee Map (Matthew 8) TC  "Sea of Galilee Map (Matthew 8)" \l 3 
Carl Rasmussen, NIV Atlas of the Bible, 34 adapted
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	Day 5
Tuesday

5 December


	Sea of Galilee Northeast Region

Quiet Time Guideline: Read Matthew 5—8 (esp. chap. 8)

	30
	Sea of Galilee
	The northern part of this fishing lake is viewed from our hotel.  It is 7 by 13 miles which is about half the size of Singapore (but 232 ft. below sea level).  This is the location where Peter and Andrew first met Christ (John 1:35-42), and then shortly after (with James and John) were all called from fishing fish to fishing men (Luke 5:1-11).  The lake is also called the Sea of Gennesaret, Tiberius, Chinnereth, and Kinneret (meaning “harp,” after its shape).  This northern part has the greater amount of fish as the water is freshest here, having just entered the lake from the upper Jordan to the north.  This makes this location the best fishing spot on the lake, especially at night when the fish come to the surface to feed.  Israel promised Jordan (as part of their peace agreement) to supply Jordan 20 million cubic meters annually, which has lowered the surface of the lake considerably.




	31
	Mount of Beatitudes


	Our first site today begins a mini-study on Matthew 8.  In fact, we will be following the route of Christ’s day recorded in this chapter (see the accompanying map with site numbers added).  If there are not too many other tourists, let’s sing here as the acoustics are beautiful in this 1936 church.  A pipe organ is inside so maybe we can have a pianist play.  Here’s the beautiful hill overlooking the Sea of Galilee where Jesus preached the Sermon on the Mount (Matthew 5–7), which begin with the Beatitudes (Matt. 5:1-12).  Perhaps we can break into small groups for prayer about “be-attitudes.”



	32
	Mount of the Feeding 

(Tabgha)

Church of the Multiplication of Loaves and Fishes


	Southwest of Capernaum and down from the Mount of Beatitudes where Christ cured a man with leprosy (Matt. 8:1-4) on the shore is this small village with a large rock.  Tradition holds that at this rock Jesus fed the 5000, which is the only miracle recorded in all four gospels (Matt. 14:13-21; Mark 6:32-44; Luke 9:10-17; John 6:1-14).  Here one can easily communicate from standing on the hill.  Tabgha (Seven Springs) is thought by some to be near an alternate site for “Bethsaida of Galilee,” the city of Peter, Andrew and Philip (John 1:44) since Jesus asked Philip where they could buy food (John 6:5) and it is across the lake from Capernaum (John 6:16-17).  The other possible site for Bethsaida is NE of Capernaum (see map).  A church stands here in recognition of Christ’s miracle.



	33
	Bay of the Parables
	This natural amphitheater ends at the water’s edge and served as a fitting place where Jesus could be heard by thousands on the surrounding hillside.  It is believed that He taught the people the parable of the sower at this site (Mark 4:1-20).  




History of the Capernaum Synagogue TC  "History of the Capernaum Synagogue" \l 3 
Source Unknown

Layout of the Capernaum Synagogue TC  "Layout of the Capernaum Synagogue" \l 3 
Source Unknown
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	Capernaum

Synagogue
	Christ used this chief fishing town of the Galilee as his headquarters, where he healed a centurion’s servant (Matt. 8:5-13) on the same day as the healing of the leper above (Matt. 8:1-4).  “Caper” (village) and “Nahum” means “village of Nahum,” perhaps because the prophet Nahum lived here.

Capernaum was known for its agriculture, especially its olive oil, which was exported throughout the Mediterranean world until the AD 614 Persian conquest of Israel.

A fourth century AD synagogue is a stone’s throw away from Peter’s mother-in-law’s house.  This is the exact site of the previous synagogue where Jesus taught.  Although this area is noted for its black basalt stone used in buildings due to nearby lava flows, this synagogue is made of white limestone brought from Mount Arbel (6 km. away), indicating the wealth of the Jewish community.  What a fitting place for the Light of the World to preach and bring his light into the dark area (cf. Matt. 4:12-17)!  For details on synagogues please see pages 175-76.



	35
	House of Peter’s In-Laws (in Capernaum)


	A 5th century church stands over the ruins of this house with a 1991 church over this, which is but a stone’s throw from the Sea of Galilee.  Imagine Peter pulling his nets in here close to this house of the well-to-do family into which he married!  Jesus healed many people at this very house (Matt. 8:14-17).



	36
	Boat Trip

(Capernaum to Ein Gev)
	After healing many at Peter’s house, Jesus left there and gave orders to cross the lake (Matt. 8:18-22).  It was here that he instructed the croud on the cost of following him, then he climbed in the boat, fell asleep and an incredible storm came upon them, which He stilled (Matt. 8:23-27).  Praise Christ that He can even control the weather!

A private boat will take us on the same route that Jesus took.  This is southeast for a 20-30 minute trip from Capernaum to Ein Gev.  On the same lake Jesus showed His glory to His disciples by stilling the storm (Matt. 8:23-27; Mark 4:36-41; Luke 8:22-25) and by walking on the water (Matt. 14:25; Mark 6:48-51; John 6:19-21). Some groups enjoy a communion service in the middle of the lake.  Swimming is allowed in this lake.



	37
	Ein Gev
	We’ll pass by a kibbutz (commune) on the Sea of Galilee as well as others up in the Golan area.  These communities are basically self contained and self supporting businesses, although the nearly 200 kibbutzim in Israel do cooperate in the education of their children to free up mothers to work in the particular trade or fields which is given priority within each kibbutz.  At Ein Gev we’ll also be treated to lunch with the famous Saint Peter’s Fish (also known as fresh water bass).
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	Decapolis Hill
	This long, fairly steep hill descending into the eastern shore of the Sea of Galilee is known as the site of the driving of the swine into the sea (Matt. 8:28-34; Luke 8:26-29).  Here Christ demonstrated His power over demonic forces.



	38a
	Hazor
	This tell (ruin mound) lies about 15 km/9 miles north of the Sea of Galilee.  Hazor’s history stretches to about 2700 BC but is first noted in the Bible when Joshua defeated and destroyed this capital city of the Canaanite northern city-states (Josh. 11:1, 5, 7-8, 10; c. 1400 BC).  From 1700-1400 BC Hazor was the largest city in Canaan (200 acres with 30,000-40,000 people!) due to its strategic spot on the main north-south route from Mesopotamia to Egypt.  However, by the time of Deborah it had revived as a Canaanite centre under the leadership of Jabin and his commander, Sisera.  Consequently, it had to be destroyed again (Jud. 4:2, 23-24; c. 1200 BC).  Solomon rebuilt it as an Israelite city (1 Kings 9:15; c. 950 BC), seen in a gateway from his time still visible.  Ruins of a storehouse and watershaft from Ahab’s time (a century later) still remain as well.  The city was last destroyed by the Assyrians in 734 BC  It has never had any importance since that time.
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	Dan
	One of the sources of the Jordan, which Judges 18:28-29 records as the place where the tribe of Dan migrated northward when it couldn’t conquer its allotted territory.  Jeroboam I set this up as one of his two “alternate” places of worship (1 Kings 12:28-29).
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	Banias 

(Caesarea Philippi)


	You probably won’t recognize this name from the New Testament.  This is because the older name is “Paneus,” after the Greek god of the forest named Pan.  Since the Arabs could not pronounce the letter “P” the name was changed to “Banias.”  However, the name even older still stems from Herod the Great’s son Philip who built this city and named it Caesarea Philippi in honor of the Emperor Tiberius.  “Philippi” was added to the name to distinguish it from the Caesarea on the Mediterranean coast.  Here Peter confessed Christ as the Son of God and Christ first introduced the concept of the Church (Matt. 16:13-20; Luke 9:18-27).  



	41
	Mount Hermon

Luke 9:28-36

Transfiguration
	Behind Banias lies this, the tallest of the mountains in Israel.  It is likely that the Transfiguration occurred here, although many prefer Mount Tabor (Matt. 17:1-8; Mark 9:2-8; Luke 9:28-36).  However, a look at the chronological movements of Christ surrounding this event indicate that Mount Tabor is too far.  In any case, the Transfiguration was significant in that it was the only time in the gospels when Jesus lifted the veil of His glory in anticipation of his revelation at His second advent (cf. Rev. 1:7ff.).



	42
	Golan Heights
	We can return from Dan and Banias by the back (eastern) route that we might view this mountain range dividing Syria from Israel.  These high cliffs proved ideal for Syrians to shell Israel prior to 1967, but Israel has held the land since the end of the Six-Day War in 1967 (though at present is undergoing negotiations to return it to Syria).  Here we can look across the UN security zone to Syria on the other side.



	43
	Ramot
	We’ll travel south back to our hotel on the northeastern shore of the Sea of Galilee.
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	Day 6
Wednesday

6 December


	Southwestern region below the Sea of Galilee

Quiet Time Guideline: Read Judges 4—5

	45
	Mensa Christi
	At this site just southwest of Capernaum is a little church built over a massive rock called the “Mensa Christi” or Table of Christ.  Here Christ provided food for His disciples and reinstated Peter following His resurrection (John 21).



	45a
	Jesus Boat 
	The “Man in the Galilee” Museum (Yigal Allon Center) in the Nof Ginosar Kibbutz features this fishing boat found in 1986 just under the low water line of the Sea of Galilee due to a drought (4 meters lower than normal).  An adjacent lamp and pottery positively identify it as 2000 years old, which is confirmed by Carbon-14 tests (so Jesus may have ridden in this very boat).  The boat was preserved.in wax solutions for 8 years before being displayed to the public in mid-1995.



	46
	Cana
	A wedding church commemorating Christ’s first miracle of turning water into wine (John 2) stands here.  The Franciscan Church in Cana is built upon the supposed spot of this miracle.  Some old jars in the crypt are shown as those used in the Lord’s day.  Since Jesus’ miracle happened at a wedding, this spot has become a popular wedding location—and perhaps a good place for those of us married to renew our own vows.  Cana was the home of Nathaniel (John 21:2) and the city in which Christ spoke the word which healed the nobleman’s son at Capernaum some 32 kms. away (John 4:46-54).



	47
	Nazareth

Luke 2
	Jesus grew up here as the son of a carpenter, but what was a carpenter?  While “Nazareth” is derived from “Natzar” (“stump” cf. Isa. 53:1-2) and many have thought that he worked with wood, “carpenter” actually carries with it more the idea of “builder.”  Since most of the houses were made of stone, it is more likely that as a builder Jesus worked with stone rather than wood.  He did this most of his earthly years.  Were these “wasted years”?  Hardly.

The first century Nazareth had perhaps 50 families or 350 people, which was not a significant town.  No wonder Nathaniel was shocked to hear of the Messiah being from Nazareth, for his home town was the big city of Cana (John 1:46).  The present population is 135,000, evenly divided among Chirstians (35,000), Muslims (35,000), and Jews (35,000).  They all live together peacefully, for this is the hometown of the Prince of Peace!

The Church of Annunciation reminds us of the city in which the angel Gabriel’s announcement to Mary of her pregnancy of Jesus (Luke 1:26-56), which may have occurred in the cave underneath the church.  A third century synagagoue curch was built over a ritual bath, followed by a 5th century Byzantine basilica (destroyed AD 614), a 12th century Crusader church, and the present Catholic church constructed in 1969 by Moslem workers.  The letters “A” and “M” appear throughout for Ave Maria as it is dedicated to Mary.

Though this was Christ’s hometown where He was rejected (Matt. 13:53-58; Mark 6:1-6a), here He played as a boy on the hillside overlooking the Valley of Megiddo where He would descend to conquer the last battle of this age (Rev. 16:16).  



	48
	Mount of Precipitation
	Here on the edge of ancient Nazareth we can see the site where Jesus’ own townspeople sought to throw Him off a cliff.  But His time had not yet come, so He easily slipped through the crowd (Luke 4:14-30).  Arabs call this Jebel Kafte, “jumping mountain,” as they think he escaped by jumping off the cliff!




Mount Tabor TC  "Mount Tabor" \l 3 
G. S. Cansdale, “Mount Tabor,” Zondervan Pictorial Encyclopedia of the Bible, 4:302-3
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	Mount Tabor

(Jebel et-Tur)

Valley of Jezreel
	This mount is so steep that we will ascend in super power Mercedes taxis, giving a great view of the Jezreel Valley.  Alexander the Great said that this valley would be the best place for the world’s armies to gather for battle.  Little did he know that this will yet happen (Rev. 16:16).  Mount Tabor is thought by some to be that of the Transfiguration, but since this event happened along with Peter’s confession of Christ at Caesarea Philippi up north, Mt. Tabor is improbable (Matt. 17:1-8).  The taller Mount Hermon up north also better fits the description as a high mountain (Mark 9:2).  Tabor also was the hiding place for Deborah and Barak’s troops in their great victory over Sisera (Judges 4—5).  



	50
	Megiddo
	This originally Canaanite city (3000 BC) has a very strategic location at the southern pass into the Jezreel Valley on the Via Maris (the main international route from Egypt to Mesopotamia).  The location was so desirable that the city actually has 25 layers of cities from successive destructions and rebuildings and as many as 50,000 people from nearby towns could live here during wartime!  

The city has given an alternate name for the valley, which is also called the Valley of Armageddon, from har (“mountain, hill, hill-country” BDB 249) and Megiddo (Rev. 16:16).  Many scholars do not association Armegeddon with this place because: (1) har designates a place higher than a tel (artificial mound), (2) Rev. 16:16 has but one “d” in the Greek, and (3) the term may be used not for a specific place but as a symbol for the final battle.  Yet Megiddo itself is a hill town in a mountainous district (e.g.,  Mt. Tabor, Judg. 4:6, 12; “the heights of the field,” 5:18; the final conflict on “the mountains of Israel,” Ezek. 38:8, 21; 39:2, 4, 17; cf. Buehler, “Armegeddon,” ISBE, 1:295).  It is said that Napolean, when conquering through this valley, noted that this would be the ideal place for the last battle.

Joshua conquered Megiddo (12:21) and allotted it to Manasseh (17:11; 1 Chron. 7:29), who couldn’t conquer it (Judg. 1:27, after an apparent reoccupation?).  King Thutmose III defeated a Canaanite coalition here in 1468 BC.  Even when David conquered Megiddo, he built a new city upon 15 previous layers, then it was a district capital for Solomon (1 Kings 4:12) who fortified it and had 150 chariots and 300 horses here (9:15; 10:26, 27; 2 Chron. 1:14-17; 9:25).  Two kings died here: Ahaziah of Judah (2 Kings 9:27) and Josiah (23:29-30; 2 Chron. 35:22).  Also, the British General Allenby routed the Turks here in 1917 and this location played a strategic part in Israel’s 1948-49 War for Independence.

We will see a video about Megiddo, view a model of the 25 cities on top of each other, and walk through the underground water tunnel built by Ahab to bring water from a nearby spring behind the city walls.  This tunnel has 192 steps down and 82 up, so beware!  A supposed 12th century BC shaft extends 40 meters down through rock, and then another 100 meters outside the city to a spring. 



	51
	Gan Hashlosha (Sachne)


	From Megiddo we have an option of two ways back to Ramot.  The shorter route is to visit this nature reserve and head straight home.  (This popular picnic site has two natural pools divided by a waterfall, fed by a warm water spring.)  A longer, more “touristy” route is to do what Singaporeans love to do: shop!  This would bring us through Tiberius to the “Galilee Experience” and Caprice Diamond Factory both explained below.



	52
	Mountains of Gilboa
	We passed by the eastern side of Gilboa when we traveled up to Galilee the first time, but today we look at the northern side of this series of peaks on our right (south).  It was from Gilboa that Saul traveled north the night before his death to visit the witch of Endor across the Jezreel Valley (1 Sam. 28).  The next day both Saul and his son Jonathan died here at the hands of the Philistines (1 Sam. 31). 



	53
	“Galilee Experience”

(in Tiberius)
	This 36 minute multi-media show with 27 projectors and 2100 slides covers the history of Galilee from 2000 BC until the present, explaining how it was developed in modern times by Israel.  The attached shop has some interesting items and is owned by evangelical believers.



	54
	Caprice 

Diamond Factory

(in Tiberius)
	Although Israel produces no diamonds from its own soil, it now ranks first in the world in diamond cutting.  Uncut stones are imported from many countries.  A tour of the facilities and a multi-media presentation show how diamonds are found, cut, ranked, etc.—including how they are sold in the showroom (so be careful!).  



	55
	Ramot 
	Return to the hotel for our last night at this spot.
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	Day 7
Thursday

7 December


	Travel from Sea of Galilee to Jerusalem via the Coastal Road

Quiet Time Guideline: Read 1 Kings 18

	57
	Akko

(Acco)

(Acre)
	This Canaanite port (Acco in Scripture, meaning “warmed by the sun”) juts out on a peninsula into Haifa Bay.  It was part of the territory of Asher which was never conquered (Judges 1:31), later became a chariot city for Solomon, and was called Ptolemais in NT times.  Paul greeted the church here en route to his fate in Jerusalem (Acts 21:7).  The Crusaders captured this city in 1104, then built a fort and walls next to the sea to have a seaport.  Napoleon failed to conquer Acco and couldn’t become the “king of the East” as a result.  (He failed to bring a tall enough ladder to scale the wall and his ship with the cannon was sunk as a result!)  

Interestingly, all harbors on the eastern Mediterranean coast were made to be entered on the east or north.  Why?  Sand from the Nile would stop up a west or southern entrance.  However, modern Egypt built a dam that now prevents the Nile from erosion.
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	Haifa
	We’re passing by this third largest city in Israel (pop. 350,000) that has no mention in Scripture.  In the Middle Ages it was called Caifa or Caiaphas as it was thought that the city was founded by Caiaphas the High Priest who suggested that Christ die for the nation (John 11:49; 18:14).  The modern city was built by the British in 1920 whereas it was but a small village before this.  The Bahai World Center is here, with 2 million adherents worldwide.  The Israeli navy also uses this as its headquarters.

Haifa also has the Kishon River, where 450 prophets of Baal were slaughtered after losing to Elijah on Mount Carmel above it (1 Kings 18:40).
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	Mount Carmel (“God’s vineyard”) 
	Elijah’s famous confrontation with the prophets of Baal happened here (1 Kings 18:37-38) above Haifa.  This may also have served as the place of Elisha’s residence (2 Kings 2:25; 4:25), for a cave exists here called “Elijah’s Cave.”  Carmel was especially known for its beauty (Isa. 35:2; Song of Sol. 7:5) as it has a fantastic view of the Mediterranean, the Jezreel Valley, and the western coastline.
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Peter Connolly, Living in the Time of Jesus of Nazareth (Bnei Brak: Steimatzky, 1983), 32-33 (1 of 2)
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	Caesarea
	This ancient capital of the Roman procurators of Judea is where Philip brought gospel to the first Gentiles (Acts 10).  This is also where the Jewish-Roman War began (AD 66-73).  The city has a spectacular amphitheater (ask guide where the focal point of sound is in the amphitheater) and the ruins of a Roman aqueduct on the beach which brought fresh water from the base of Mount Carmel (12 km.).  This is a drop of only one meter per kilometer—an engineering marvel of its time.

Major excavations of the port of Herod the Great (ruled 37-4 BC) are being carried on here.  The most significant find was the 1950s “Pilate Inscription,” which was the first archaeological evidence for the existence of Pontius Pilate (Josephus noted him as well in Ant. 18.3.3 ; cf. NTB, 172).  This find was a major blow to liberal theologians who had denied his existence and the reliability of the Bible before this time! 
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	Coastal Road
	Fruit orchards and wild grapes are planted on this flat area which was controlled by the Philistines with their iron chariots.
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	Tel Aviv
	Unless we are doing very well on time, we will pass by this city which serves as the business centre in modern day Israel.  Tel Aviv has the formerly called Tel Aviv Square—recently renamed Rabin Square—the site of the November 1995 peace rally attended by some 100,000 people where Prime Minister Yitzak Rabin was assassinated.  Although the city itself is home to only 450,000, over one half of Israel lives in this vicinity (pop. 2.5 million, including the eleven surrounding cities in the Tel Aviv Metroplex).  Here Israel’s independence was declared on May 14, 1948.  Later Arab nations threatened several nations unless they moved their embassies here from Jerusalem, which Israel still considers to be the official capital.  This is also the city of Saddam Hussein’s many Scud missile attacks during the 1991 Gulf War.  “Tel” refers to an artificial hill made through successive conquests of a city, and “Aviv” (= Heb. “Abib”) is mentioned five times in the OT, mostly as the month in which Israel came up out of Egypt (Exod. 13:4; 23:15; 34:18; Deut. 16:1; Ezek. 3:15).  This name is perplexing in that the city does not have a “tel,” given that it is a new city.  Prior to 1920 it had only one house! 

Israel distinguishes its three key cites thus:

• Jerusalem is where their pray (holy sites)

• Tel Aviv is where they play (beaches)

• Haifa is where they pay (industry)
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	Joppa (Jaffa)
	Sailing winds from Athens end here at Joppa, so this became the site of the ancient city in 2000 BC.  Jonah sought to run away from God by catching a ship in this city (Jonah 1:3) whereas Peter went there in obedience to bring the gospel to the Samaritans (Acts 10:9-16).  Solomon used Joppa as the port to which cedars from Lebanon were shipped (2 Chron. 2:16; Herod did the same for his temple).  Tabitha was also brought back to life here (Acts 9:36-43).  A church built over her house has protected the site.  One may also view the home of Simon the tanner (Acts 9:43).  The city is very ancient, having been named after Noah’s son Japheth!  People have continued to live here since its establishment, so it is yet to be excavated.
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	Emmaus
	As we approach Jerusalem at night, one road which can be viewed at a distance because of its bright lights is the seven mile (11 km.) road from Jerusalem to Emmaus.  On this road Christ appeared to two disciples, one being named Cleopas (Luke 24:13-35).  Tradition says that Ezra and Nehemiah stayed here (approx. 450 BC), which is possible since the city name means “good water.”  It was totally destroyed by Titus in AD 70 so that its location was unknown for centuries.  One 5th century city with good water was formerly suggested and thus is now also named “Emmaus,” but this other city is 34 kilometers away and thus too far for the disciples to have returned to Jerusalem in the evening of Christ’s resurrection (Luke 24:29, 33).  This city of Emmaus was discovered in the 10th century because of its good water.  And, yes, of course, a church is built over the spring of water. This large but simple church has incredible acoustics, so sing! 
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	Road to Emmaus
	We’re going the opposite way that Jesus walked with the two disciples the day of His resurrection, but when they discovered that their companion was the Lord, the hurried the seven-mile trip back to Jerusalem up this road now well lit with streetlights.
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I.
Psalms of Zion

A.
The psalms classified as Songs of Zion are Psalms 46, 48, 76, 84, 87, and 122 (which is also a pilgrim psalm).

B.
These psalms praise Zion (Jerusalem) as God’s dwelling place for this city was the only place the temple ever has stood (although it has been destroyed and rebuilt).  Sacrifice was to be offered only at the temple in Jerusalem—never at the high places.  Actually, Zion served as the center of Israel’s religious, cultural, and political life.  Thus it is appropriate that certain psalms extolled the city and the God over the city. 

II. Pilgrim Psalms (Psalms of Ascent, Processional Hymns)

A.
The pilgrim psalms (Pss. 120—134) were sung by Israelites en route to Jerusalem for their pilgrimages taken three times each year (Passover/Unleavened Bread, Pentecost, and Tabernacles; cf. “The Feasts of Israel” chart and Ps. 84:5-7; Exod. 23:14-17; Deut. 16:16; Micah 4:2; Zech. 14:16).  Notice the progression in the following order of psalms:

1.
The psalmist first notes that he dwells outside of Jerusalem (120:5).

2.
The pilgrim of Psalm 121 speaks of his confidence in God’s protection while approaching Jerusalem which was in the hill country (121:1).

3.
After arriving (122:1-2) a pilgrim describes the city (122:3-5) and then exhorts other pilgrims to pray for Jerusalem’s safety (122:6-7).

4.
A pilgrim standing within Jerusalem compares the surrounding mountains to God’s protection which surrounds His people (125:1-2; cf. 127:1).

5.
The return to Jerusalem from the Babylonian exile is remembered (Ps. 126).

6.
Blessing is seen as coming from Zion (128:5) and those who curse Zion will be ashamed (129:5).  In ancient times Zion refered to the lower part of Jerusalem (the City of David).

7.
The priests who minister at the temple are prayed for (132:9) and Jerusalem is declared to be the place of God’s dwelling and power through the Davidic throne (132:10-18).

8.
In the final ascent psalm, the pilgrim who presumably has offered his sacrifice exhorts the priests in the sanctuary to bless the Lord and receive His blessing in return (134:1-3). 

B.
This grouping of psalms is not technically a literary type but instead fit into many of the other literary types  (cf. Lindsey’s chart in class notes, 7).  Their common characteristic is not literary structure but rather their placement together with the heading “A song of ascents” (NIV) and their references to a journey to Jerusalem (i.e., 122:1-2; 132:7).  

C.
The alternate designation “song of ascents” has been taken to mean “the literary and rhythmical structure of the songs themselves, the last word of a verse or half-verse being repeated in the next literary unit (cf. Ps. 121).  But this literary device is not common to all these psalms” (Ross notes, 150).  The ascending is better seen as geographical since Jerusalem was located in the hill country of Judah and those going there spoke of “going up to Jerusalem” (cf. Isa. 30:29; Jer. 31:6; Micah 4:2).
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	Jerusalem
	Welcome to the key city of Israel finally!  Because we are arriving so late at night, we won’t see much this evening, so settle in here at the Holyland Hotel.  If you have extra energy while at this hotel, the following services are free of charge: swimming pool, private forest, tennis courts, table tennis, mini golf course, shuffle board games, children’s games, and a model of AD 66 Jerusalem (explained later).  Jerusalem is divided into the New City (developed largely in the past 30 years) and the Old City (surrounded by a wall built by the Muslim Turks in AD 1530).  Our hotel is about 3 kilometers southeast of the Old City (quadrant G5 on the tourist Map of Jerusalem).

Jerusalem means “City of (the god) Salim,” for it originally was a Canaanite city.  This Egyptian, West Semitic, and Akkadian “Salim” in Hebrew sounds much like “Shalom,” or “peace.”  Thus it has been called the “City of Peace,” but perhaps no other city has been fought over more!  The Bible also calls this city Salem, Jebus, Zion, Ariel, and the City.  Other names include El-Quds (Muslim) and Aelia Capitolina—the Roman name from AD 132 Jewish revolt to fourth century.  The “Aelia” honored the emperor Hadrian (Publius Aelius Hadrianus, AD 117-138) and the pagan temple on  it called “Capitolina” honored Jupiter, high god of the Roman pantheon.   

Jerusalem will be our home for the next five nights, and what a home!  The largest populated city in Israel (600,000) and the “real” capital, every foot walks with a sense of history.  Look at the history of the 14 periods of control over this city on the next page…
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The history of Jerusalem is a long and complicated one.  Since the city has been one of the most destroyed and rebuilt cities in the world, deciphering the various layers of civilizations has proven a challenge for even the best archaeologists.

Jerusalem is divided into two general sections: the New City (developed largely since 1967) and the Old City (surrounded by a wall built by the Muslim Turks in AD 1530). The eastern part of Jerusalem includes the Mount of Olives and Kidron Valley and has a large Arab population whereas western Jerusalem is entirely Jewish.

Jerusalem means “City of (the god) Salim,” for it originally was a Canaanite city.  This Egyptian, West Semitic, and Akkadian “Salim” in Hebrew sounds much like “Shalom,” or “peace.”  Thus it has been called the “City of Peace,” but perhaps no other city has been fought over more!  The Bible also calls this city Salem, Jebus, Zion, Ariel, and the City.  Other names include Aelia Capitolina (Roman name after the AD 132 Jewish revolt to fourth century) and El-Quds (Muslim).

Jerusalem remains the largest populated city in Israel (600,000).  Tel Aviv is larger when the outside metropolitan areas are included and most nations consider Tel Aviv the capital.  However, Israel regards Jerusalem the “real” capital.  Every foot walks with a sense of history.  Just look at the history of the 14 periods of control over this incredible city:

	Dates
	Period

	3150-1006 BC
	Canaanite/Jebusite (not conquered by Joshua)

	1006-586 BC
	Israelite (David until Nebuchadnezzar's destruction)

	586-538 BC
	Babylonian (Judah’s exile)

	538-331 BC
	Persian (Judah’s return)

	331-143 BC
	Hellenistic (Greek)

	143-63 BC
	Hasmonean (limited Jewish self-rule under Greeks)

	63 BC-AD 324
	Roman (time of Christ and early church)

	AD 324-638
	Byzantine (“Christian” Roman Empire—i.e., Eastern Orthodox control)

	AD 638-1099
	Early Moslem (Dome of Rock built)

	AD 1099-1187
	Crusader (“Christian”)

	AD 1187-1517
	Mamluk (Moslem)

	AD 1517-1917
	Ottoman (Turkish Moslem, built present walls)

	AD 1917-1948
	British Rule (under League of Nations mandate)

	AD 1948-1967
	State of Israel (but Jordan controlled East Jerusalem)

	AD 1967-1993
	East Jerusalem, West Bank, Gaza Strip, Golan controlled by Israel

	AD 1993-now
	Gaza Strip, Jericho, Bethlehem conceded to Palestinian self-rule


Jerusalem  TC  "Geography & Significance of Jerusalem" \l 3 
1 of 2 paste up
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Jerusalem During the Ministry of Jesus TC  "Jerusalem During the Ministry of Jesus" \l 3 
Bible Visual Resource Book, 191

Passion Week TC  "Passion Week" \l 3 
Bible Visual Resource Book, 193

Jerusalem in Various Periods TC  "Jerusalem in Various Periods" \l 3 
Charlesworth, Jesus Within Judaism, 113

Note that “BCE” below means “Before Common Era” which most of us generally refer to as BC (“Before Christ”).  It follows, then, that “CE” means “Common Era” or AD (“Anno Domini—the Year of Our Lord”).  Many scholars use these alternate abbreviations to show sensitivity to Jewish scholars who take offense at dating based on Jesus’ life.

Modern (Old City) & First Century Jerusalem TC  "Modern (Old City) & First Century Jerusalem" \l 3 
Charlesworth, Jesus Within Judaism, 114
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	Day 8
Friday

8 December


	Today after we see a model of Jerusalem, we will explore the eastern part, beginning from the Mount of Olives and working our way west.  This includes both the Jewish & Moslem Quarters in the Old City.  Since the bus cannot enter the Old City, be sure to bring an umbrella, your Bible, these notes, and enough film and shopping money to last several hours!  A huge shop with decent prices lies at the end of the tour after visiting Temple Mount.

Quiet Time Guideline: Read Mark 14—15
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	Model of Jerusalem
	Here at our own hotel is an outside model of ancient Jerusalem at the time of the Second Temple (Zerubbabel’s and Herod’s at AD 66).  This is free to us as hotel guests and so you may want to see this again on your own after we do as a group due to its closeness, so it is open Sunday to Thursday (8 am-9 pm) and Friday (8 am-6 pm).  The model was made prior to 1967 when Jews could not go over to the eastern side of the city.  Since the Six Day War in 1967 Israel has controlled east Jerusalem, but the map is still worth seeing as it provides an overall view of the city in an area about the size of two houses (a quarter of an acre at a scale of 1:50).  Bring your camaras as this is one site worthy of pictures due to its authentic-looking nature.
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	Mount of Olives

God’s Glory
	Think of God's glory when you think of this hill east of Jerusalem overlooking the temple.  Here is the last place one finds the glory of God in the OT after His presence progressively departed from the temple (586 BC; Ezek. 8:4; 9:3; 10:4, 18-19; 11:23).  Here Jesus (the glory of God revisited) stayed when he visited Jerusalem as during the feasts the city had over 100,000 people.  He

was officially presented as Messiah as He entered Jerusalem on Palm Sunday (March 30, AD 33; Luke 19:37), and here His glory was last seen a few weeks later in His ascension from this spot (Acts 1:4-12)!  Finally, it is at this spot that He will next be seen on earth when He comes to judge (Ezek. 43:1-5), which will cause this mount to split into two from east to west, forming a great valley (Zech. 14:4).  Some believe this will be the unknown “Valley of Jehoshaphat,” meaning “the Lord judges” (Joel 3:2, 12).  The Jews, of course, know about these verses, but they believe those resurrected closest to the Eastern Gate will accompany the Messiah through the gate when He comes.  As a result, many Jews come to Jerusalem to die and be buried on the Mount of Olives, which has the largest and most expensive Jewish cemetery in the world.

 

	70
	Church of 

Pater Noster 

       & 

Church of Ascension 


	Here the Lord’s Prayer Church (literally “Church of ‘Our Father’”) has His prayer which He taught the disciples (cf. Matt. 6:9-13) written in mosaic in 70 languages (yes, including Chinese).  Part of the complex includes the Church of Ascension over a cave near which Christ went back into heaven (Luke 24:50-53; Acts 1:4-12).   
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	Church of Dominus Flevit
	This is the Church of Tears at the spot where Jesus wept over Jerusalem after His Triumphal Entry, knowing the AD 70 fate awaiting the city for rejecting Him (Luke 19:41-44).  Let’s remember to ask our guide why this church has the four jars.  The name comes from the Latin: “Dominus” (Lord) and “Flevit” (wept).  At this site is a tomb with several ossuaries, or small boxes used to deposit bones of the deceased about 1-2 years after their death.
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Travel 2819 Bible Land Study Notes
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	Gethsemane

(or Church of Gethsemane)

(or Church of the Agony)

(or Church of All Nations)

John 17:20-26

Cf. site 105
	On the lower part of the Mount of Olives opposite the Eastern Gate is a beautiful olive garden where Jesus would often pray (John 18:2).  The twisted olive trees even remind us of the torn state of His heart as He agonized before the Father concerning His soon crucifixion, prayer for Himself and all the saints, followed by His betrayal and arrest here by Judas (Luke 22:39-53).  The Roman general Titus cut down all the olive trees in this garden to use in his siege of Jerusalem (AD 70), but some of these modern trees have probably grown up from the roots of the trees under which Christ prayed.  “Gethsemane” means “oil press” (Heb. gat shemen).  This church has many alternate names (see left) and dim lighting to produce a sad affect.  It was built this century over a large rock called the Rock of Agony that is supposed to be the actual place of the Lord’s weeping. 

Although called the “Garden of Gethsemene” by most Christians since the 12th century (but not earlier), actually Scripture never uses this phrase.  Recent studies reveal that “Gethsemane” denoted not a garden but a cave within a garden.  We plan to visit the Cave of Gethsemane while seeing the garden (see explanation and map on day 10).
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	St. Stephen’s Gate 

(Lion’s Gate)
	This gate just north of Temple Mount is the one through which the Jews rushed to get outside the city in order to stone Stephen while Saul (Paul) watched all their coats (Acts 7:57-60).  It was rebuilt over the ancient gate by the Muslim Sultan Suleiman after being told in a dream to build a wall around the whole city unless he wanted to be killed by lions!  (Note the lions carved on the gate.)  You might want to study the “gates” in Scripture sometime.  The present Old City has eight gates alone.
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	Pool of Bethesda
	Just inside St. Stephen’s Gate is this famous pool.  In John 5:1-19 the story of the healing of the paralytic from 38 years of suffering notes that this pool sometimes was stirred by an angel and the first to enter it received healing.  It is 25 feet deep!
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	Church of St. Anne
	This 12th century Catholic church has incredible acoustics for you music lovers.  Catholic tradition says this is the birthplace of Mary.
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	Sisters of the Monastery of the Flagation 
	This is the beginning of the 14 stations of the cross which depict the stages of Christ’s suffering.  Two small amphitheaters are available for groups to use to explain Christ’s death.
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	Old Roman Pavement

 (Lithostrotos in the Hebrew)
	This lies underneath the Ecce Homo Convent in the section northwest of Temple Mount, which Nehemiah first noted as the Tower of Hananeel in 444 BC (Neh. 3:1; 12:39; cf. Jer. 31:38; Zech. 14:10).  

Hundreds of years later, Herod the Great built the enormous four-tower Antonia fortress in 36 BC over this spot and named it after his friend Mark Antony.   

However, and most significantly, here lots were cast for Jesus’ robe (Matt. 27:35; Mark 15:24; Luke 23:34; John 19:24).  The floor is original (including small ridges to prevent the horse hooves from slipping), but the present monastery above it was erected later.  Stones with markings show some of the games of Roman soldiers, one of which the soldiers enacted on the Lord which is called “Basilicus” or the “King’s Game.”  It has moves determined by casting lots and always ends in the death of the king.  The winner probably was the soldier who lanced the crucified man. 

Paul made his speech to the people of Jerusalem here before his imprisonment (Acts 21:35—22:22). 
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	Condemnation

Evangelistic
	This part of the pavement a few feet away from the site of the soldier’s games is the scene of the public trial of Jesus where Pilate said, “Behold the man” (John 19:5), then sent him through an adjacent arched doorway to his sentence of crucifixion.  While underground now, this was in the open air at the time of Christ on the grounds of the Antonia Fortress.

This is part of the Ecce Homo Convent, meaning “Behold the Man!”
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	Via Dolorosa
	“Via Dolorosa” means “way of sorrows.”  The actual narrow street on which Jesus tread from the fortress to the cross lies several feet under this pavement, but this present street is likely a very similar replica.  Catholics have designated 14 commemorative stations beginning with an arch built over the place where Pilate said, “Behold the man.”  The first two stations are inside the Antonia fortress, the next seven on the streets, and the last five in the Church of the Holy Sepulchre.  Nine stations are found in the Gospels and five in Tradition.  Franciscan Fathers lead a procession over these 14 stations each Friday at 3 PM:

Antonia Fortress
  1   Jesus condemned to death (Matt. 27:24-26)

  2   Jesus received the cross (Matt. 27:31b)

Via Dolorosa
  3   Jesus fell (1st time—from Tradition)

  4   Jesus met Mary His mother (from Tradition)

  5   Simon begins to carry Jesus’ cross (Matt. 27:32)

  6   Veronica wiped Jesus’ face (from Tradition)

  7   Jesus fell (2nd time—from Tradition)

  8   Jesus talked to Jerusalem women (Luke 23:27-31)

  9   Jesus fell (3rd time—from Tradition)

Church of the Holy Sepulchre
10   Jesus stripped of His garments (Matt. 27:27-31)

11   Jesus nailed to the cross (Matt. 27:35)

12   Jesus crucified and died (Matt. 27:45-50)

13   Jesus’ body taken from the cross (Matt. 27:57-59)

14   Jesus body buried in the tomb (Matt. 27:60-66)

Unfortunately, no site commemorates His resurrection or appearances!  Visiting this church is a rather sad experience.
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H. Bishko, This is Jerusalem, 1979/80
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	Church of the Holy Sepulchre 
	Here is the traditional site of the crucifixion and the most sacred site to Orthodox Christianity.  Helena, mother to Constantine, visited the sepulcher in AD 326 and ordered that all the remaining rock around the tomb be cut away to provide room for the massive rotunda (Basilica of the Holy Sepulchre) above it.  This was completed in 336 and now encloses the tomb twice (the inside sepulcher and the rotunda)

The Persians destroyed Constantine and Helena’s original structure (AD 614), then a seventh century rebuilding was again destroyed by Muslims (AD 1010).  In this eleventh century site, the religious decor changes every few feet, reflecting the many groups which have had control over the site: Roman Catholic, Greek Orthodox, Armenian, Coptic, and Syrian Orthodox.  These groups have not agreed on who is responsible for the outside of the church—thus its dismal appearance.  

Inside is “Golgotha,” which originally lay outside the city wall but was included within the new wall built by Herod Agrippa in AD 44.   Golgotha has two chapels: one the alleged site of the crucifixion (with a portion of the rocky outcrop having a silver marker depicting where the cross stood) and the other where Jesus was stripped of His clothes.  The last five stages of the cross are depicted, concluding with the “tomb of Jesus” (see stations above).  This monument was built in 1810 over the supposed sepulchre of Christ.  A Greek Orthodox priest rubs the supposedly last remaining piece of the rock which covered the tomb as one enters to look at the empty piece of marble where the body of Christ used to lay.  Try to gain a sense of reverence for Christ without letting the incredible opulence disgust you.  

HOLY SEPULCHRE TO GET A NEW DOOR 

(ICEJ News, 4 Nov 98)

Three major historic churches in Jerusalem, which have been bickering for centuries over control of Christian "holy sites", have decided finally to cooperate to open an emergency exit in Jerusalem's Church of the Holy Sepulchre to cope with the influx of pilgrims expected to visit in the year 2000.

The Israeli authorities have been trying to convince Greek Orthodox, Armenian and Latin Catholic leaders for the past years that an additional exit was necessary at the shrine, which some Christians hold as the faith's holiest site.  The Syrians, Copts and Ethiopians also have lesser claims to the church, which the Israelis worried could become a fire-trap.

The small church, one of two traditional sites of Jesus' death and resurrection in Jerusalem's Old City, has only one entry and exit point. 

THE JERUSALEM POST quoted the Israeli official responsible for Israel-Christian relations, Uri Mor, as saying it would be the first time that another door would be opened in the church since the time of the Crusades, when there were 12 entry points to the church. 

After the Muslims conquered Jerusalem in 1178, all the doors but one were sealed, and the keys for the single door have been entrusted ever since to a Muslim family (because the churches concerned could never agree over which should control which part of the church).

Even basic repair work at the church has often been held up by suspicions and rivalries among the churches over the years. Mor said the churches concerned had yet to agree on the location of the planned new emergency exit.

Mor said the exit would make it safer for visitors, and also enable more pilgrims to enter the church during the millennium celebrations, when up to four million people are expected to visit the country.
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	Western Wall

(Wailing Wall)
	Here is the most sacred site on earth for Jews—the only standing portion of the Jerusalem wall destroyed by Titus (AD 70).  This part stretches 122 meters long and 18 meters high.  One stone is 5 x 4 meters and weighs about 100 tonnes.   Our tour includes the covered extension of the wall at the left under Wilson’s Arch (but for men only).  The whole wall extends to a depth below the ground approximating its height, which has had additions on the top by the Romans, Byzantines, Arabs, and Sir Moses Montefiore, in that order.  

Barmitzvahs take place here on Tuesdays and Thursdays, in which a Jewish boy at age 12 becomes a “son” (bar) of the “covenant” (mitzva), responsible to obey the law.

Through the centuries Jews have made pilgrimages to the wall because of its proximity to the sanctuary to pray and to lament the destruction of the temple.  They put little pieces of paper into cracks in the wall which bear prayers or names of loved ones.  They also mourn the 586 BC and AD 70 destructions of Jerusalem and the temple by reading the Book of Lamentations on the 9th day of the month of Ab.

To your left is Wilson’s Arch
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1 Kings 5—8
Summary of 1 Kings 5—8: Solomon's temple is constructed, dedicated, and filled with the glory of God, affirming God's blessing on his life of obedience.

I.
(Chs. 5—6) Construction of the temple takes seven years and employs thousands of Hiram's men and 213,000 Israelite workmen!

II.
(7:1-12) In contrast, construction of Solomon's much larger palace takes 13 years!

III.  (7:13-51) Temple furnishings are built and brought into the temple.

IV. (Ch. 8) After the return of the ark and shekinah glory, Solomon dedicates the temple with a message and prayer which meets both God's and the people's approval.

This compares the temple and palace (in dimensions only—not details):

[image: image2.wmf]
	Building
	Solomon’s Temple (1 Kings 6:1-2)
	Solomon’s Palace (1 Kings 7:1-2)

	Height
	30 cubits (13.5  meters)
	30 cubits (13.5  meters)

	Width
	20 cubits (9 meters)
	50 cubits (23  meters)

	Length
	60 cubits (27  meters)
	100 cubits (46  meters)

	Construction
	966-959 BC (7 years)
	959-946 BC (13 years)

	Location
	Rock of Moriah: place where Abraham offered Isaac (Gen. 22:14), later the threshing floor of Araunah (2 Sam. 24:16), and later the temple (1 Chron. 22:1; 2 Chron. 3:1)
	Just south of the temple, which was next to the palace of Pharaoh’s daughter, wife of Solomon (2 Chron. 8:11).  (It is highly unlikely that he would have put her palace closer to the temple than his own.)


Solomon’s Temple and Furnishings TC  "Solomon’s Temple and Furnishings" \l 4 
Bible Visual Resource Book, 69
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Bible Visual Resource Book, 185 and Charlesworth, Jesus Within Judaism, 110

Dome of the Rock TC  "Dome of the Rock" \l 4 
Source Unknown (1 of 4)

Dome of the Rock (2 of 4)

Dome of the Rock (3 of 4)

Dome of the Rock (4 of 4)
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	Mount Moriah

Temple Mount

Mosque of Omar

(Dome of the Rock)

El Aksa Mosque

Psalm 47
	Jews respect this spot for several events relating to sacrifice: 

(1) Jewish tradition holds that at this spot the dry land of creation began to appear (Gen. 1:9-10).

(2) Abraham nearly sacrificed Isaac here (Gen. 22:2)

(3) Moses commanded that there be one place for sacrifice, which eventually became Jerusalem (Deut. 12).

(4) David purchased it from Araunah the Jebusite and offered a sacrifice to stop God’s plague from David’s census sin (1 Chron. 21)

(5) Solomon built the temple here to offer sacrifices (2 Chron. 4)

(6) Nebuchadnezzar destroyed this temple, stopping sacrifices from 586-538 BC

(7) Zerubbabel rebuilt a second temple (finished 516 BC) to reinstitute sacrifices (Ezra 1-6) which was added to by the Herods (20 BC to AD 64; see p. 85) and destroyed only six years later by the Romans (prophesied by Christ in Matt. 24:1-2).  No Jewish sacrifices have been offered since Titus’ destruction of the temple (AD 70), but the Temple Institute in Jerusalem is preparing now to rebuild the temple and have already made many of the articles for its use.



	82
	Mount Moriah

(continued)

Christian Significance

Mosque of Omar

(Dome of the Rock)

El Aksa Mosque


	Christians also note that it was here that Christ was tempted at the highest point on the southeast corner pinnacle (Matt. 4:5).  Jesus taught here (John 18:20) and cleansed the temple twice: once at the beginning of His ministry (John 2:12-22) and also just before His death (Matt. 21:12; Mark 11:15).  The first Christians also met together in the southern temple courts (Acts 2:46).  Premillennial believers also believe two more temples will be built on this site: 

(1) The “Tribulation Temple”—probably the same one planned for by the Temple Institute—will be built in unbelief without sacrifices pleasing to God (Isa. 66:1-4) by the Antichrist under covenant (Dan. 9:27) and converted to idolatry (Dan. 9:27; 11:31; Matt. 24:15) with worship of Antichrist himself (2 Thess. 2:4; Rev. 13:14).

(2) “Ezekiel’s Temple” will also be built on this spot (Ezek. 40-43).  Actually, the dimensions of this millennial temple of Ezekiel are too large for temple mount as it exists today, but some verses indicate topographical changes which will raise this mount higher than the Mount of Olives (Isa. 2:2; Ezek. 40:2), perhaps due to the earthquake associated with Christ’s return to reign (Zech. 14:4-5).

Islam also regards this as a significant site.  Since Jerusalem’s fall to Islam in AD 639 the spot has remained under Muslim control except for a brief period of Crusade conquest.  Muslims believe Mohammed ascended into heaven from a large rock inside the present day mosque, so this is the third holiest site of Islam (after Mecca and Medina).   Feel free to enter Dome of the Rock, which is OK for Christians as long as shoes are taken off.  Cameras are allowed inside for a US$8 fee.  Singing, teaching, and praying, on the entire Temple Mount are strictly forbidden.  In fact, any type of non-Muslim religious activity is not allowed, so we will have to pray elsewhere as well.

El-Aksa Mosque lies at the southernmost spot of the temple mount, where Herod the Great built Solomon’s Stables.  At this place the early Jerusalem church met under the apostles’ teaching (Acts 2:42).
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	Eastern Gate

(outside of the Golden Gate)
	The Golden Gate is the oldest and most famous of Jerusalem’s eight gates.  It is also known as the Mercy Gate (Bab el Rahmeh) and appears in the belief systems of all three religions:

1.  Jewish: An early Jewish tradition holds that it is through that gate that the Messiah will enter Jerusalem.  Since Jews believe that those raised from the dead first will enter with Him, they reason that those buried closest to the gate will have the greatest likelihood of accompanying Him.  Thus, the largest and most expensive Jewish cemetery in the world lies just opposite the gate on the Mount of Olives!  Many spend their last days in Jerusalem to be buried there in hopes that they will be favored on Judgment Day.

2.  Christian: This gate on the east Jerusalem wall was the main entrance to Jerusalem in OT and NT times, leading directly to the temple (possibly via a bridge from the Mount of Olives).  Jesus likely entered this gate on the day of His triumphal entry (Matt. 21:10).  

3.  Muslims: God prophesied that the eastern gate would be closed (Ezek. 44:1-2), which was fulfilled by the Muslims who sealed it to prevent the entrance of Messiah through this gate.  Muslims even planted a Moslem cemetery outside the wall, thinking that Christ cannot cross over a cemetery to enter this gate which will be reopened upon His return.  Yet He will return through this very gate (Ezek. 43:1-4; 44:3-5).  The Muslims refer to it as the Gate of Mercy and believe it to be the gate referred to in the Koran, through which the just will pass on the Day of Judgment
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	Dome of the Tablets and the Spirits
	Rabbi Asher Kaufman of Hebrew University has taught that this site 330 feet slightly northwest of the Dome of the Rock is the actual site of the former temples’ Holy of Holies.  See the temple articles in the supplement section for some reasons this could be correct.
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	Holyland Hotel
	Return to the hotel for a good night’s rest.  Due to the strenuous day, we will not have an evening meeting tonight.  
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	Day 9
Saturday

9 December


	Today we will attend a Messianic synagogue service and see the New City of Jerusalem (most of which was built in the last 30 years) and Bethlehem (about a 5 minute drive from Jerusalem as it is only 10 kilometers away).

Quiet Time Guideline: Read Luke 1—2 (also Matthew 1—2 if time)
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	Messianic Assembly
	Our tour agent in Israel, Samuel Smadja, is a lay leader within this synagogue for Jews who have trusted in Jesus as Messiah (note that this is not called a “church”).  The services are each Saturday morning from 10:15-12:00 and the building has a balcony with earphones for simultaneous English translation.  We are separated from the believers worshipping on the main floor not because of race (Jew versus Gentile) but because of language.  Enjoy this worship experience with Israeli believers with whom we have no separation between Jew and Gentile or between male and female, as is still evident in traditional Jewish synagogues.  Notice, though, that it does share in common with these synagogues the “Shema” (Deut. 6:4) written in Hebrew up front.  Jerusalem has about six or seven messianic synagogues.
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	New City
	Jerusalem has grown in a northwestern direction, as page 23 of the NTB notes depicts pictorially.  Within the New City in the centre of Jerusalem is situated the Artist’s House and Bezalel School of Art, Hekhal Shelmo (seat of Israel’s Chief Rabbinate),  and the new Jerusalem Great Synagogue.
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	Yad VaShem 

(Holocaust Museum)

(yad = “hand” and vashem = “memorial”)
	Since most Singaporeans don’t like to take much time in museums, we will take only 45-60 minutes here, but it could take hours.  (I’ve never seen anyone go through Surrender Chambers slower than me too.)  Let these images grip you with why the Jews yearn for peace and a place of their own under the Messiah.  Also, gain some insight into why Israel is willing to trade land for peace.  Finally, remember that the deaths of 6 million Jews was caused in part by the erosion of the authority of Scripture in Germany in the 19th century.  When Hitler defied all reason, even the German church did not oppose such actions because it had already given up its foundation.  Let’s never let Scripture be undermined in our Singaporean church!
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	Har Herzl Cemetary
	Our stop here visits recent history, for this is the resting place of the former Prime Minister Yitzak Rabin.  Many other heads of state are buried in this military cemetary as well.
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	Israel Museum

(Shrine of the Scroll)
	The Shrine of the Book is a museum shaped like the top of one of the pots used to store scrolls at the Dead Sea.  This building contains a 1992 copy of the complete scroll of Isaiah and other Dead Sea Scrolls.  (The actual DSS Isaiah scroll used to be on display until the lighting began to harm it.)  The complex also contains the Bronfman Biblical and Archaeological Museum and two art museums.  Be sure not to miss two actual synagogues which have been imported from Italy (17th cent.) and Germany (10th cent.) then reassembled here in the museum.
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	Knesset
	We won’t go inside, but Israel’s Parliament building with a unicameral house membership of 120 takes its name from Knesset Hagedolah (Great Assembly), the representative Jewish body convened in Jerusalem by Ezra and Nehemiah (Neh. 8—10) .  Some Jews call the Knesset the “second wailing wall” where tax laws are regularly passed!



	93
	Biblical Resources Scriptural  Garden

(in Tantur

on the way to Bethlehem)


	This garden was built only in 1990 to give an idea of what biblical life actually looked like.  This attraction gives visitors a close-up look at biblical-times objects, such as the wine press, oil press, well, tombs, stone quarry, cistern, sheepfold with watchtower, the table of the last supper, bedouin tent, stables and mangers, sacrificial altar, Roman crosses, and threshing floor for wheat harvesting.  Also included are an almond, olive, and fig tree.
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	Boaz Field

(Bethlehem)
	About 8 kilometers south of Jerusalem, Bethlehem’s significance began when Jacob buried his wife Rachel here (Gen. 35:19), and her tomb is still visible today (though we won’t see it).  The Book of Ruth took place here, where we will view part of the field of Boaz.  Boaz was the great-grandfather of David, who was also born here (1 Sam. 17:12, 15; 20:6).  
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	Shepherd’s Cave

(Bethlehem)

Church of the Angels


	The Messiah was prophesied to be born in Bethlehem (Micah 5:2), which was first announced on this field to shepherds.  A 4th century church (now in ruins) marked the caves where the shepherds kept their sheep that night.  The tradition notes that shepherds emerged from this huge, natural cave within the field and looked to their left to see the angels in the sky.  

A beautiful but small “Church of the Angels” built by Canadians in 1964 helps us remember the exact spot where the angels appeared (Luke 2:8-14).  It is filled with light, reminding us of the glory of God at this spot.
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	Spot of Christ’s Birth

(Bethlehem)

Matthew 2
	Of particular interest is the Church of the Nativity (AD 330) with its four foot high entrance (to cause all to bow upon entering and/or to keep Moslems from driving their cattle in there in earlier days).  A silver star marks the spot of Christ’s birth inside a tunneled cave.  Do not let the marble walls, gold and silver lamps, pagan-like incense and altar to the Magi ruin the simplicity for you of God-become-man!  

When in AD 614 the Persians destroyed every church in the Palestine, this one was spared due to its mosaic scene with Magi in Persian dress.  It was destroyed in the 10th century and rebuilt by the Crusaders (12th cent.). The Church of the Nativity is the oldest church in Israel and probably the oldest in the world!

The divinely appointed star brought the Magi here a few months after Christ’s birth (Matt. 2:1-11), followed by Herod’s terrible massacre of probably 20 baby boys (Matt. 2:17-18). 
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	Room of Jerome’s Translating
	In a ground-level corner above the location of Christ’s birth within the Church of the Nativity one can view the simple, small room where the entire Bible was first translated.  The Latin church father, Saint Jerome (AD 340?-420), spent years in this room translating the Latin Vulgate from the original Hebrew OT and Greek NT.  This translation became the basis of many other translations until after the Renaissance when the practice of translating from Hebrew and Greek was revived.
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	Holyland Hotel
	Return to the hotel.  Perhaps we’ll have an evening meeting if we don’t see the dancers (below).
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	Israeli Dancers
	After dinner tonight (or another evening) we’ll be treated to an extra treat (i.e., if your can spare an extra US$15).  These dancers are excellent and vivacious!  Maybe they’ll even convince you to exercise more.  We won’t have an evening meeting if we see this show.
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	Day 10
Sunday

10 December


	Day of Leisure: No sites are planned for this day, so take the day off to swim at our hotel (but it’s not heated) or catch your breath another way.  The following are some options which are not on our scheduled itinerary.

Quiet Time Guideline: Read John 9
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	Jerusalem University College

(formerly the American Institute of Holy Land Studies)
	This institute just outside the southwest tip of the old city offers five M.A. degrees (in NT, Ancient History of Syro-Palestine, Middle Eastern Studies, Hebrew Language, and Hebrew Bible Translation) which take two years each (US$6000/semester includes tuition, room, and board).  The IHLS even gives bachelor’s or graduate-level credit for short-term courses of 2-3 weeks.  Two courses offered during the summer and available for SBC students are “The Geographical and Historical Setting of the Bible” (4 hours, including many assignments to be completed before arrival) and “Jesus and His Times” (2 hours, with no pre-arrival work required).  This latter course is essentially the same as the first 2 hours of my SBC course “NT Backgrounds and Survey”—except that you actually see these sites and it costs a mere US$1000 for tuition, room, and board (not including plane fare).




Siloam/Hezekiah’s Tunnel TC  "Siloam/Hezekiah’s Tunnel" \l 3 
Biblical Archaeology Review (1 of 2)

Siloam/Hezekiah’s Tunnel (2 of 2)

The Jewish Calendar TC  "The Jewish Calendar" \l 3 
Jerusalem at AD 66 TC  " Jerusalem at AD 66" \l 3 
Jerusalem’s Water System TC  " Jerusalem’s Water System " \l 3 
BAR (July/August 1994): 23-24 (1 of 3)

Jerusalem’s Water System

BAR (July/August 1994): 23-24 (2 of 3)

Jerusalem’s Water System

BAR (July/August 1994): 23-24 (3 of 3)

Hershel Shanks is now convinced that Warren’s Shaft could not have been used as a water shaft for several reasons.  Here are his reasons with my responses.

1. Access: It is difficult to get to without a platform over the top (but why couldn’t there have been an ancient wood platform built over it?  And must we assume that since it was difficult for the 69-year-old Shanks to climb with a rope ladder that Joab couldn’t have done it?  After all, they admit that others in the 20th century have climbed it even without a rope.)

2. Protrusions: The sides down the shaft are uneven (but this presumes that the ancients would have smoothed them out whereas they may have not wanted to take the risk; in fact, these footholds would be just what Joab would have needed to climb it).

3. Lack of Rope Marks: Other wells have marks on the sides where the bucket rope marred the surface of the rock yet this one does not (but why assume that the rope must have touched the wall?  Their picture [BAR Nov/Dec 99, p. 33] shows the rope does not need to touch the wall and the caption even says they could “easily lower a rope down Warren’s Shaft.”  Besides, they offer no alternate suggestion for the location of the tsinnor [“water shaft,” 2 Sam. 5:8]).

4. Water Marks at the Bottom Indicate Only One Foot of Water: Shanks says this is too shallow to lower a bucket and ancients would have dug out the bottom for a greater depth (but these water marks only indicate a one foot level most of the time—the level could have been much higher at other times).

A Revised Jerusalem Wall TC  " A Revised Jerusalem Wall " \l 3 
Hershel Shanks, Biblical Archaeology Review (Nov-Dec. 1999): 22-23 (1 of 2)

Jerusalem’s Kidron Wall & Gate TC  " Jerusalem’s Kidron Wall & Gate" \l 3 
Biblical Archaeology Review (Nov-Dec. 1999): 24, 27 (2 of 2)
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	Siloam Pool

        & 

Gihon Spring
	The Siloam Pool at the south end of the City of David is an amazing engineering feat by Hezekiah’s men who cut 1777 feet through solid rock to the Gihon Spring outside the wall to provide Jerusalem with fresh water while under siege by the Assyrians (701 BC; 2 Kings 19:14-19; 20:32-34).  Christ healed a blind man who used this pool to wash off the mud from Jesus’ spit (John 9:7, 11).  If you don’t mind the waist high water you can wade through the entire tunnel on your own or hire a self-appointed Arab guide.  He’ll even rent you a pair of shoes from the last person who tried it.

Near here is also the site of the Synagogue of the Freedman (Acts 6:9), where Jews who were former Roman slaves could worship together.
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	Kidron Valley
	This north to south valley lies between Temple Mount on the west and the Mount of Olives on the east.  Christ crossed this valley many times from traveling eastward from Jerusalem to Gethsemene and Bethany.  In the OT, this valley was a site for making right the sins of the nation, in particular by burning idols.  This was done by three kings: Asa (1 Kings 15:13), Josiah (2 Kings 23:4-6), and Hezekiah (2 Chron. 29:16).  This valley is being prepared now for tourists to see Absalom’s Pillar, St. James’ Tomb, and Zechariah’s Tomb.  Some believe the Kidron Valley is the “Valley of Jehoshaphat” where God will judge the Gentile nations after the Messiah’s return (Joel 3:1-2, 14).  “Jehoshaphat” means “the LORD judges,” which may lead credence to this view, but the “Valley of Jehoshaphat” still remains an unknown valley which may be a future valley to be made by Christ’s feet setting foot on the Mount of Olives, splitting it into two mountains with an east-west valley in between (Zech 14:4).  

  


Cave of Gethsemene TC  "Cave of Gethsemene" \l 3 
Joan E. Taylor, “The Garden of Gethsemene: Not the Place of Jesus’ Arrest,” 

Biblical Archaeology Review 21 (July/August 1995): 32-33 (1 of 2)

Cave of Gethsemene (2 of 2)
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	Cave of Gethsemane 

(Grotto of Gethsemane)

(The Cave of Betrayal)
	Here is the site where the apostles slept.  It is a large cave enclosed in a flat, semicircular building owned by the Franciscan Custody of the Holy Land reached through a long corridor to the right of the traditional Tomb of the Virgin Mary just north and across the street from the Church of All Nations.  

Some factors may indicate that this cave was the place of Jesus’ arrest:

(1) The NT never refers to the “Garden of Gethsemene” (e.g., Luke 22:39).  This phrase arose by combining Matthew and Mark who note Jesus went to a place called Gethsemane (Matt. 26:36; Mark 14:32) and John 18:1, which locates Christ’s arrest in a kepos, or cultivated area, often translated garden or “grove” (NIV).  

(2) This cave was likely the largest olive pressing location on the Mt. of Olives, so it would have been well known at the time.  (Excavations in the 1950s uncovered evidence of two olive presses here.)

(3) The cave has two cisterns whereby water can be obtained without even leaving the cave.  Combined with its large size, it would have had ample space for the 12 disciples and Jesus to stay.

(4) It makes better sense to think of Jesus’ disciples having a regular practice (“went out as usual” Luke 22:39) of staying all night in a cave than in an open garden in the cool spring nights.

(5) The nun Egeria visited Jerusalem in AD 382 and described the path pilgrims follow on Good Friday.  She said they go “into Gethsemane” where they are provided candles “so they all can see.”  While she doesn’t note that it was a cave, she does indicate that pilgrims were entering a place without the light of even the night sky.

(6) A cave better explains how the approaching mob crossing the Kidron valley could not have been noticed by the disciples.

(7) “Since archaeology shows that the cave held an olive-oil press, and the Gospels refer to a place known as Gethsemane, which most likely meant ‘oil-press,’ we are justified in considering the cave and Gethsamene to be one and the same” (p. 35).

*Joan E. Taylor, “The Garden of Gethsemane: Not the Place of Jesus’ Arrest,” Biblical Archeology Review, July/August 1995, 26-35.
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	Bethany
	This small town of Mary, Martha, and Lazarus lies on the eastern side of the Mount of Olives about 2 miles from Jerusalem.  Here Jesus instructed a frantic Martha that worshipping Him takes precedence even over serving Him (Luke 10:38-42).  In Bethany, Jesus raised Lazarus from the dead (John 11), cursed the barren fig tree (Matt. 21:17-22), requested two disciples to get Him a donkey for the Palm Sunday procession or Triumphal Entry (Mark 11:1-11), and was anointed with precious ointment by Mary in preparation for His burial (Matt. 26:1-13).  
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	Herodium 
	Here is Herod’s artificial hill in the shape of a volcano 12 miles south of Jerusalem where he was buried in 4 BC.  This is in an unsafe Arab district so caution is advised.
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	Day 11
Monday

11 December


	Our last day in Jerusalem will address the final night of Christ’s life and His resurrection.  Also, we will focus on King David by visiting his tomb and fortress.

Quiet Time Guideline: Read Luke 24; John 20

Before we actually get to the empty tomb this morning you might want to record on this page some of your thoughts about the resurrection.




The Garden Tomb TC  "The Garden Tomb" \l 3 
Alan Millard, Treasures from Bible Times (1 of 2)

The Garden Tomb (2 of 2)
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	Garden Tomb

Golgotha = “skull” in Aramaic

Calvary = “skull” in 

Latin


	The traditional site of the crucifixion has for centuries been at the Church of the Holy Sepulchre, just east of Temple Mount at what has been thought to be Golgotha.  

However, the Garden Tomb was discovered to the north outside the city wall by the British in 1867 and excavated in 1891.  The British general Charles Gordon (1882) believed this to be the actual tomb of Joseph of Arimathea (John 19:41-42).  Several evidences may support this as the place of both the crucifixion and Christ’s former tomb: 

(1) It lies west of a rocky hill which looks like a skull with deep eye sockets (Matt. 27:33; Mark 15:22; Luke 23:33; John 19:17).

(2) It is outside the city (Heb. 13:12).

(3) It is close to the city wall (John 19:20).

(4) It is close to the highway (modern Derek Shekhem, i.e., the Road to the city of Shechem) where passersby could hurl insults (Mark 15:29).  

(5) This was a public execution spot.  The historian Quintillian noted it was by a busy road.  Even now it is a busy spot for the Arabs have built the Jerusalem bus station just to the right of the skull in the rocks.

(6) The place of crucifixion had a garden with a tomb (John 19:41), so the cross and burial site were very close to each other.

(7) The wine press in front of the tomb a few meters is like those of Christ’s time and gives evidence of the place being a vineyard during the first century; while John 19:41 notes that it was only a “garden” (not specifically a vineyard), the correlation here is most unusual.

(8) The tombstone is three times the size of a normal stone—a fact significant to the gospel writer Matthew (“big stone,” Matt. 27:60).  Unfortunately, the stone is gone, perhaps having been chipped apart by worshippers or those who would like to deny the resurrection.

(9) The tomb is obviously that of a wealthy man (Mark 15:43), given its beautiful structure and large size.
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	The Garden Tomb (continued)
	(10) This is the only tomb ever discovered in Jerusalem which is not a natural cave, but rather has been hewn out of the rock—an unusual type of grave which brought particular notice by the Gospel writers (Matt. 27:60; Mark 1546; Luke 23:53).

(11) Despite the wealth of the owner, the tomb has but one burial couch, which is consistent with Christ’s “tomb in which no one had ever been laid” (Luke 23:53; John 19:41).

(12) This tomb is still not finished, giving evidence of a hasty burial such as took place with Christ just before the Sabbath (Luke 23:54; John 19:42).

(13) Another unique feature of this tomb is its small window high above the right side, presumably to allow the smell of a decomposing body to escape through the window while mourners can stay inside the tomb at the left.  This window provides enough light to be able to see the burial couch from the outside (John 20:5, 8).  This is the only tomb ever discovered where one has enough light to see the wrapped body without entering.

(14) Upon excavation, the doorway was only 3-4 feet high, causing one to need to stoop down upon entering (cf. John 20:5, “he bent over” NIV).

(15) Evidence exists here for an early church: a hewn area for a beam, an arch over the tomb’s entrance, an an anchor carved on the wall, a baptistery with a trench for running water, and an area for footwashing.

The most notable problem for this being the actual site of Christ’s resurrection is that the tomb style is of the first temple period (pre-586 BC), which is far too early.

Notice that no admission is charged for this site.  Should anyone have to pay to witness the resurrection?!  However, a group of British believers maintain the garden beautifully—and they even guide the tour groups themselves to assure that each group will be lead by a believer.  We will take up an offering during our communion service to help with maintaining the place.  Please give generously so that others might see that He is alive!  Give what you consider the resurrection to be worth to you. 

Whatever the place or whatever it looked like, let’s all rejoice that “He is not here!  He has risen!” (Luke 24:6a).
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	Tomb of the Kings 

Zion Gate
	If time permits we may visit this tomb north of the Garden Tomb by St. George’s Anglican Cathedral.  It has a still intact four foot stone set in a groove, similar to the one which blocked Christ’s tomb.  This tomb belonged to the family of Helen, Queen of Adiabene (AD 44).  It gives a good view of how tombs of the first century were secured. 

From 1948-67 the Zion Gate was the border between east and west Jerusalem—thus the machine bullets on the wall from the Six-Day War.
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	Valley of 

Ben Hinnom
	On the way to Mount Zion we pass this important valley which skirts Jerusalem on the west and south.  Hinnom is often mentioned in Scripture for its pagan associations.  It was the location of the terrible practice of sacrificing children in the fire to the pagan deity Molech (2 Kings 23:10; 2 Chron. 28:3; 33:6; Jer. 7:31; 32:35).  As God’s judgment for this practice, He renamed it the Valley of Slaughter (Jer. 7:32; 19:6).  Jeremiah gave one of his sermons of judgment here (Jer. 19:2).  Jesus also compared the fires of hell with this valley of the same name (Greek, Gehenna), for in His day it was a garbage dump with continual burning (
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	Mount Zion
	Zion is one of the four hills of Jerusalem, the others being Acra, Bezetha, and the most important, Moriah.  “Zion” formerly designated the City of David (SW corner) since Solomon brought the Ark “out of the City of David, which is Zion” (1 Kings 8:1; 2 Chron. 5:2).  “Only in post-Biblical times did the name Zion become erroneously transferred to the south-western hill of Jerusalem” (ZPBE, 5:1065).  Zion soon became used in Scripture as a reference to the entire city (Ps. 133:3; Isa. 40:9; Mic. 3:12; Zech. 1:17) and even the whole land of Judah (Zech. 2:7; cf. Ps. 126; Jer. 6:23; 31:12; 50:5).   Ironically, Psalm 125:1 says all who trust in Yahweh are like “Mount Zion, which cannot be moved”!

Zion presently denotes the southwest corner outside the Old City.  This Zion was once within the walls of NT Jerusalem.  Here lies the Tomb of David, the Last Supper Room, and Caiaphas’ House (the site of Peter’s denials).  Just inside the Old City is Mark’s Home.
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	Church of 

St. Peter in Gallicantu

(House of Caiaphas)
	The site of Peter’s denials includes the actual steps to Caiaphas’ house which both Jesus and Peter used during Christ’s trial.  Here Christ was brought to the dungeon below immediately from Gethsemane across the Kidron Valley (Matt. 26:57-63; Mark 14:53-65; Luke 22:54, 63-71; John 18:12-14, 19-24’ cf. Ps. 88).  Also, excavations have unearthed a cell which likely imprisoned both Christ and the Apostles in connection with their appearances before the Sanhedrin (Acts 4:3; 5:17-23).  The word “gallicantu” is Latin for the cock crow (Matt. 26:34, 69-75).    Caiaphas’ family tomb was discovered as recently as August 1992 in Jerusalem’s Peace Forest by workers widening the road (NTS, 90).
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	Room of Last Supper

John 13
	Above the mausoleum that contains many ancient scrolls is the “Coenaculum (Canacle),” which is Latin for “dining hall.”  This is thought to be both the upper room of the Last Supper (Mark 14:12-16; Luke 22:7-13; cf. 1 Cor. 11:17-34).  It is also a possible site where the church began on the Day of Pentecost (Acts 1:12-14; 2:1-2), and some also think this huge, impressive room lined with arches and columns was the place of Christ’s appearance to the ten disciples (Mark 16:14; Luke 24:36-43; John 20:19-25).  This is the first place ever used by Christians for prayer.  The present building is built over both 5th and 12th century buildings (turned into a mosque by the 16th century Turks).
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	David’s Tomb
	The Tomb of David was originally at the pool of Siloam in the City of David.  However, the Hasmoneans moved it here in the 2nd century BC.   This tomb mentioned by Peter in Acts 2:29 was destroyed when the Romans destroyed the city in AD 70.  This location is actually a medieval structure near the Dormition Church.  The Turks constructed the present building in the 14th century AD as a mosque.  The embroidered saying reads “David, King of Israel, is alive and with us.”
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	Armenian Quarter
	We may pass through this part of the Old City on the way to David’s Citadel.  One special place of interest here is John Mark’s House.
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	John Mark’s House

(Home of Mary, the Mother of John Mark)
	At this location a Greek church has preserved the site of John Mark’s home, which the early church used for meetings.  The house includes an entry patio and a door opening onto the narrow streets of old Jerusalem.  Here a door is placed on the site of the ancient door on which Peter knocked after being lead out of prison, which was answered by the baffled Rhoda while the unbelieving church prayed for Peter’s release (Acts 12:12-16)!  The house includes the more likely room (rather than above) where the church began on the Day of Pentecost (Acts 1:12-14; 2:1-2) and where Christ appeared to the ten disciples (Mark 16:14; Luke 24:36-43; John 20:19-25).  Some also take this to be the site of the Lord’s Supper, but the above room (previous site) is more likely.
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	David’s Citadel (or Tower)

(Herod’s Palace)

        & 

Tower of David Museum 
	This tower has a confusing name as it was built 800 years after David’s time.  Next to the Jaffa Gate in western Jerusalem, this fortress stands on the site of an earlier fortress built by the Hasmoneans in the 2nd century BC.  Herod built a luxurious palace on the site, naming the three towers after his brother Phasael, his friend Hippicus, and his Jewish wife Mariamne (whom he later murdered).  Titus spared these towers in his destruction of Jerusalem to use as a garrison for his soldiers and to testify of how great a task he accomplished by destroying this mighty city.  (The only other wall he spared was the Western Wall.)  The Crusaders built a moat and two more towers, and General Allenby declared British rule from the Citadel’s entrance ramp in 1917.  Next to this palace is the site where the Magi requested Herod about the location of the birth of the new “king of the Jews” (Matt. 2:1-8).  Now the various rooms of the entire citadel serve as the Tower of David Museum which depicts the history of Jerusalem in its various epochs, beginning with the Canaanite period and ending with the modern age.  The display includes the 14 minute film “Jerusalem” and numerous models of the city.  Please refer to the summary of Jerusalem’s history on site 65 as you go through the museum.
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	Temple Institute 
	Here’s a fascinating trip in the Jewish Quarter near the Western Wall to an orthodox Jewish group (also sometimes called Temple Mount Faithful) which is actively working for the building of the third temple on the site of the Dome of the Rock.  Rabbi Israel Ariel established this very controversial group and tours are lead by Rabbi Chaim Richmond.  Muslims oppose the TI and also most Jews think the organization is taking a role that should only be spearheaded by the Messiah when He comes.  The Institute shows an excellent 26-minute video and displays various pieces of clothing already made as well as artifacts for the next temple.  Over 75 of the 93 basic categories of temple vessels have been made, many of which are displayed (e.g., silver trumpets, a gold decanter, portable silver sinks, gold pitchers, etc.).  The Institute also shows a wax menorah that will be used as a mold for the ten real ones to be made of solid gold, costing US$1.75 million each!   The group also claims to know where the ark of the covenant is secretly stored under Temple Mount.  This site will increase your expectancy for the Lord’s return as you see Jews excited about Messiah’s coming!  The prices in the shop are out of this world too, but they have a lot of money to raise.
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	Hulda Gates (south side of temple mount)
	These gates have been excavated for years and may be open now.  People entered on the right and exited the temple mount on the left—except during time of mourning when these were reversed.
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	Holyland Hotel
	Please make it back to the hotel on your own in time for dinner.  Taxis from the Old City can cost as much as US$20-25 for the 3 kilometer trip, so you may want to take a city bus!  Tonight after dinner our evening time will be devoted to sharing how God has ministered to us on this trip.
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	Day 12
Tuesday

12 December


	Travel from Jerusalem to Amman for our flight home

Quiet Time Guideline: Read 1 Samuel 13—14
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	Road to Jericho
	This road in Jesus’ time was a long, meandering trail descending from the hills of Jerusalem to the low Jordan plain at Jericho.  It was thus a fitting place for bandits who could catch an unsuspecting traveler as in the story of the Good Samaritan (Luke 10:30).
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	Valley of the Shadow of Death

(Wadi Suweinit)
	Instead of taking the Jericho Road, if time allows we may want to cross over to Jericho via this back route.  This steep, long valley (called Wadi Suweinit) mentioned in Psalm 23:4 stretches along some of the Judean wilderness between Jerusalem and the Dead Sea. Saul’s son Jonathan and his armor-bearer secretly crossed and climbed one especially steep point and surprised the Philistines, leading to Israel’s great victory in the Battle of Micmash (1 Sam. 13:23—14:14).  Early this century, the British General Allenby was at a stalemate against the Turks at this very spot.  An ardent student of the Bible, he looked up Jonathan’s attack route and replicated it with his troops, leading them to a resounding victory!  This wadi (seasonal stream) has ruins from a small Roman aqueduct along the cliff which brought fresh water to Jericho from the Judean hill country.
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	Allenby Bridge

Joshua 3-4

Jordan Valley


	We hope to cross the Allenby Bridge at approximately 9 AM.  The bridge is named after the British general who declared British rule over Jerusalem after defeating the Turks in 1917.  It actually is only about ten car lengths across, given that the Jordan River now is immensely smaller than it was in Joshua’s time (due to depletion for irrigation and a dam at the Sea of Galilee).  Joshua crossed the river during its flood stage when the waters overflowed its banks, but God stopped the water 16 miles upstream at the city of Adam where the water stood up in a heap (Josh. 3:15-16)!  Now instead of miracles we have bridges at both locations (across from Jericho and at Adam).  

On the way to the Israeli-Jordanian border in the Jordan Valley is Israel’s only food production area.  This includes many different vegetables and fruits, such as bananas.  The irrigation canal is fed from the Yarmuk River about 70 km north.
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	Mount Nebo

Nabi, Pisgah (Byzantine names)

(Franciscan Church & Convent)

(Bronze Serpent)


	Moses’ death occurred near here, so God buried him on this mountain after he was able to see the land of Israel from this peak (Deut. 34:1).  He saw more than we will see, though, since God evidently enabled him to see through the mountains to see the south end of the Dead Sea and to look through the Judean hills to see the Mediterranean itself.  That Moses could not enter the land because of his sin of striking the rock reminds us of the lifelong consequences of some of our sins.  God, keep us from such sins!  

Also, although the bronze snake incident happened much farther south (Num. 21:4-9), a large “bronze” serpent designed by Gianni Fantoni in 1984 was made of iron here at the Mount Nebo Church (cf. John 3:14) to commemorate this event.  This church of the Franciscan Fathers was built during the Byzantine era (AD 531), then destroyed by an earthquake in AD 746.  The rebuilt church has a well-preserved floor mosaic of hunting and pastoral scenes with a baptistery.

The Balak & Balaam incidents occurred here (Num. 23:13).  Since 1932 Nebo has been a Franciscan monastery.
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	Madaba

Israel Map
	Here 30 kilometers south of Amman is one of the first (northernmost) towns on the King’s Highway, running along the eastern crest of the mountains of Moab.  (Heshbon is farther north.) Madaba is mentioned in Scripture as one of the towns to be judged by God (Num. 21:30-31; Isa. 15:2-3).  

This town includes a AD 560 mosaic of Palestine and Jerusalem within the Greek Orthodox Church of Saint George which itself was built on an earlier church site in 1888.  While constructing the newer church they discovered this, the oldest known map of Israel, which, ironically, lies outside Israel!  This 20 by 7-meter mosaic of 2.3 million pieces took four years and 13,000 hours to construct.  The surviving part is 15 by 5-meters with 700,000-800,000 pieces is mostly of the Dead Sea area, but it does depict the 182 Byzantine churches in Israel at that time with red roofs.  This map is invaluable for Israeli archaeology.
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	Amman City Tour
	A city tour of Amman will show several features.  Perhaps most striking is its limestone houses, made from white stone imported from the West Bank!  Only two cities in the world have such white houses—Amman and Jerusalem.  We’ll pass by the Byzantine Church of Sweifiyah and see the Roman Temple of Hercules (god of power), as well as the Roman Theater which seats 6000 spectators (still used for cultural events).  Amman has over 800 mosques and only 65 churches, most of which are not evangelical.  Pray for this needy city of 1.8 million people.
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	City Market Shopping
	Amman shopping—bring back some hazelnuts, pistachios, dates, and persimmons!  The quality is better in Israel but the prices better here.  No guarantees, though.
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	Amman
	We will stay for a few hours in the afternoon at the Shepherd Hotel.  If it can be arranged, we will have my seminary buddy, Dr. Imad Shehadah, address us in the evening about the state of the Church in Jordan.  He is president of the Jordan Evangelical Theological Seminary in Amman.  Otherwise, you may want to take a nap on a bed before the overnight flight back to Singapore.
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	Amman to Singapore
	Royal Jordanian Flight 188 departs Amman at 10:05 PM.  You won’t get any bed rest this night so use as much of it as you can in sleep.  You’ll have the rest of your life to share memories.  Oh, and don’t forget to get any addresses and phone numbers of other tour members with whom you want to keep in contact after the tour!
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	Day 13
Wednesday

13 December
	Flight from Amman to Singapore

Quiet Time Guideline: Read “A History of Modern Israel” supplement



	
	Arrival Home
	Our 13-hour flight (including stop-over in KL) arrives in Singapore at 2:40 PM.  After some rest on the plane, perhaps you may want to use this page to record your thoughts about the tour before you hit the hussle and bustle life of Singapore.  Think through these things:

1.  What was the most significant thing God taught me on this trip?

2.  How should I be different now that I am returning?

3.  What will be my biggest challenge after getting back home?

4.  In light of what I’ve learned these past days, how can I trust God to help me with this challenge?
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Should Israel Trade Land for Peace?  TC  "Should Israel Trade Land for Peace? " \l 3 
Israel is a divided country.  The most obvious separation is between Jews and Palestinians—culturally, religiously, politically, geographically, and ethically.

I couldn’t help but notice these divisions on the 1994 Map of the Holy Land published by Mapline in Herzliya, Israel.  The tourist map includes the West Bank and Golan Heights areas inside the borders of Israel as if no controversy exists over these areas.  (Never will you ever hear or read of the term “occupied territories” from an official Israeli source.)  The map denotes the Gaza Strip and Jericho Palestinian Liberation Organization (PLO) areas in an interesting way as well.  It designates them as “1994 Palestinian Authority.”  The omission of the word “Liberation” screams with its silence.  Perhaps the same could be said concerning use of the word “Organization,” for while the Palestinans have lived in the land long before the birth of the State of Israel in 1948, never have they attempted to organize into a country until recently.  In fact, while sharing Islam in common with the neighboring Muslim nations, no Middle Eastern Arab country has ever once given money to help the plight of these people.  It better serves these nations’ interests to put the blame on Israel for the problem.

However, Isreal’s division is much deeper than the separation between Jews and Palestinians.  Both of these groups have sub-groupings which are poles apart.

The 4 November 1995 assassination of Prime Minister Yitzak Rabin by Israeli bullets underscored the division among the Jews.  “Jew” is a rather loose term to describe a citizen of this State.  On the one hand, it can designate a right wing, orthodox Jew who sees the possession of the land as a partial fulfillment of Genesis 15:18.  Yet, on the other hand, “Jew” is also used for the ruling secular leaders willing to “trade land for peace.”  In fact, the government admits that nearly one third of the 500,000 Russian “Jews” are not actually religiously Jewish.  Religious Jews find themselves in the minority.

Palestinians also remain divided.  Yes, some still wish to push Israel into the Mediterranean, like Hamas and other terrorist groups like the PLO (oh, they aren’t terrorists anymore?).  I suspect most Palestinians simply want to live in peace, raise their families and standard of living, and not have Israel looking over their shoulders.  Who knows how many of them really look to Yassar Arafat as their leader?  The press used to call him a “terrorist,” but this term seems not fashionable in the prevailing “do not offend anybody” script guidelines.  But has he changed?   Has he repented of the numerous deaths caused and the blood on his hands?  How many people has he personally killed to force Israel to the negotiating table?  No wonder when Yitzak Rabin shook Arafat’s hand at the 1993 peace talks, the Prime Minister looked down at his hand as if to say, “What have I done?  Should I wash this hand?”  The USA, which has a worldwide policy of not negotiating with terrorists, has gone against its own policy here by sponsoring the talks.

I speak not as an authority on Israel’s complex political situation.  God has not called me to politics but to biblical exposition.  But people keep asking me, “Should Israel trade land for peace?”  

Maybe a better question is, “Is Israel getting peace for land?”  I’ll answer this with a further question: “How much has the violence subsided since the peace talks began?”  An informed person will answer, “Not at all.  There has been more violence and death since the peace talks.”  

The biblical formula is not “land for peace” but “repentance for peace.”  Will Israel be at peace when it reduces its land to the meager pre-1967 borders?  No, peace will come only when the nation trusts in the real Messiah!  This truth permeates the Scriptures.  Full restoration will not come until after the nation is both regathered (Isa. 11:11-12; Jer. 30:3; Ezek. 36:24; 37:1-4; Amos 9:14-15; Micah 4:6-7; Matt. 24:31) and repentant (Deut. 30:1-10; Hosea 14:1-5; Zech. 12:10; 13:1).  Israel’s regathering this century fulfilled Ezekiel 37:1-8, which prophesies that the nation will be restored in unbelief.  But verses 9-14 remain unfulfilled, noting that the nation needs “breath” in it, which is the Spirit of God (v. 14).  This will not occur until Israel undergoes 30 months of divine discipline for its unbelief (Rev. 7:14; Matt. 24:21; Dan. 9:27; 12:1; Ezek. 38—39) called “a time of trouble for Jacob” (Jer. 30:7).  After this time God’s promise of a national repentance will indeed happen so that “all Israel will be saved” (Rom. 11:26).  However, this will come about through spiritual means and not at the negotiating table.
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