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The Jordan Rift

= Deep Depression

From the
Wilderness
of Judea
looking east |
to the Salt |
Sea below




From the Heights
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Dropped 12 m. since
1975—was 20 m. higher
in the 15t cent. AD

Israel makes US$1
billion/yr. from
potassium for fertilizer
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= Seven scrolls were History of the

found (1947) and Dead Sea Scrolls
quickly published
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= Seven scrolls were History of the

found (1947) and Dead Sea Scrolls
quickly published
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Evaluating the
Scrolls

= Fragments were
assighed to John

Strugnell and his
small team of
scholars




Strugnells’

Team

= They alone could see
the fragments

[ Y,




= Fragments were
unpublished for
almost 40 years by
John Strugnell’s
small team of
scholars

m None of his scholars
were Jewish

= Meanwhile, Strugnell
aged
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= Strugnell denounced What happened

Israel and was sacked
ruanell?
(1990) to Strugne

= Strugnell was
replaced by
Emmanuel Tov, who

expanded the
translation team to 70
scholars from 8
countries, including
13 women




Evangelical DSS Scholars

= Martin Abegg let the
cat out of the bag

YiO

Craig Evans

NICK PROCA

Peter Flint

FTAUL EDWARD HUGKES

Martin Abegg




175

MMT

= The only
letter In
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MIQSAT MA'ASE HA-TORAH

"some precepts of the Torah™ (Qimron)?
"some legal rulings of the Torah"?
"works of the law" (Abegg's translation
shows that this is evidence for rabbinic
belief in salvation by works, which Paul
argues against in Galatians.)

Elisha Qimron




Shank's Controversial Reprint
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MMT as reconstructed by Elisha Qimron and John Strugnell

i [The sixteenth (day) of it (i.e. the second month) is a Sabbath]. The twenty-th rd of it is a
Sabbath. The thirtieth [of it is a Sabbath. The seventh of the third (month) is a Sabbath. The
fourteenth of it is a Sabbath. The fifteenth of it is the Festival of Weeks. The twenty

i fi]rst of it is a Sabbath. The twenty-eighth of it is a Sabbath. After it (i.e. the Sabbath),
Sunday and Monday, [Tuesday is to be added (to this month). And the season terminates
ninety-one days. The first of the fourth (month) is a Memorial Day. The fourth

iii of it [is a Sabbath]. The elfeventh] of it is a Sabbath. The cighteenth of it is a Sabbath
I'he twenty-ffth of it is a Sabbath. The second of the fiffth (month) is a Sabbath. The third
of it is the Festival of the (New) Wine..

iv The ninth of it is a Sabbath]. The sixteenth of it is a Sabbath. The twenty-third of it is a
Sabbath. The thirtieth [of it is a Sabbath. The seventh of the sixth (month) is a Sabbath. The
fourteenth of it is a Sabbath. The twenty-first

v of it is a Sabbath. The twenty-second of it is the Festival of the (New) Oil, on the day
fter the Sab]bath. Affter it] is [the Wood] Offer|ing..

19 [...The twenty-cighth of it (i.c. the wwelfth month)] is a Sabbach. Unto it (i.e. the nwelfth
month), after [the] Sab[bath, Sunday and Monday, a day]

20 [is to be ad]ded. And the year is complete—three hundred and [sixty-four

21 days

1 These are some of our rulings [...] which are [some of the |l|lil|::~ according to

2 [the] precepts (of the Torah) in accordance with [our opinion, and] all of them concern

3 and the purity of [the... And concerning the sowed gifts of the] new wheat grains of the
gentiles which they.

i and let their [...] touch it and delfile it, and no one should ear

5 any of the new wheat grains of tlhe gen]tiles, [nor] should it be brought into the sanctuary.
And concerning the sacrifice of the Ewmliuziun offering
6 that they cook in a [copper] vessel [and that they...] in it

7 the flesh of their sacrifices, and that they [...] in the Temple court (2) [and that chey...] it

8 with the broth of their sacrifices. And concerning the sacrifice of the gentiles: [we are of the
opinion that they] sacrifice

9 to the [...] that it is like (a woman) who whored with him. [And concerning the cereal
offering] of the sacrifice

10 of well-being which they (the opponents) leave over from one day to the following one:
but {1t 1S writen

11 that the cereal-offer[ing is to be eajten after the suet and the flesh (are sacrificed), on the
day when they are sacri[ficed (i.c. before sunset). For the sons of]

12 the priest[s] should take care concerning this practice so as not to

13 cause the people to bear punishment. And concerning the purity-regulations of the cow of
the purification-offering (i.e. the red cow):

14 he who slaughters it and he who burns it and he who gathers its ashes and he who

sprinkles the [water of]
15 purification—it is at sun(se]t thar all these become pure

16 so that the pure man may sprinkle upon the impure one. For the sons of

17 Aaron should [... ... ... ... ... And
18 [concerning] the hides of cattle [and sheep that they CRReeRITOIm
) their [hides] vessels [... ... ... ... ... to
20 [bring] them to the sanctuary o2 4 7
21 [... wvt .u. ...] And concerning the hi[des and the bones of unclean animals: it is forbidden

o make]

2 handles of [vessels from their bones] and hides. [And concerning] the hide of the carcass

23 of a clean [animal): he who carries such a carcass [shall not] have access to the sacred food...







[ water system

1 tower

2 smaller dining room or scriptorium
3 kitchen

4 communal dining hall

5 pantry

6 pottery workshop

7 water cisterns

8 aqueduct

9 stable

Map of the
Qumran

Community

THE SIMPLE GRID of the
Qumran settlement (left) has
perplexed scholars trying to
determine who lived here.
Rooms 2 and 4 on the plan
would have provided ample
dining space for large crowds,
and the sophisticated water
system (in blue on the plan)
snaking through the Qumran
settlement ensured the
availability of water even after
several dry seasons.
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RIGHT: @ writing palette found in
the scriptorium at Qumran.

A reconstruction of the Essene
community village at Qumran.
The Dead Sea scrolls were found
in a cave at the left end of the

cliffs in the background.

The Qumran

Community

A The aqueduct bringing

from the hills. It ran right thro
the village filling several «

and ritual baths
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The scriptorium
Potter's kiln
Kitchens

The assembly hall and ref

tory
The laundry
The scroll caves
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Who were the Essenes?

= North of En Gedi S
(Pliny the Elder) F

-
<
Q
o
=)
—
as
4
-
(=g

=

"On the west side of the Dead Sea, but out of the
range of the noxious exhalation of the coast, is the JERICHO @
solitary tribe of the Essenes, which is remarkable Cave I/ ®
beyond all the other tribes in the whole world, as it i St il
has no women and has renounced all sexual desire, Cave 48
has no money, and has only palm trees for company.
Day by day the throng of refugees is recruited to an ViFSrTEEEST..
equal number by numerous [additions] of persons gulkiitadad IR
tired of life and driven thither by the waves of fortune ESTR-PFPY <=0 -
to adopt their manners. Thus through thousands of [EEE—. =
ages (incredible to relate), a race in which no one is gER<CITEEES
born lives on forever; so prolific for their advantage is Masada®,
other men's weariness of life! Lying below them '
[Essenes] was formerly the town of En Gedi

(Pliny, Natural History 2)
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Who were the Essenes?
m North of En Gedi 3
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(Pliny the Elder) £

= No marriage
(JosephUS) JERICHO ®

Caove |]/®
JERUSALEM @ Cave |1 ®

Qumrane®
Cave 4®

Murobba'ate® %
(Bar Kokhba’s Caves)
Ein Gedie®

Nahal Hevere®
(Bar Kokhba’s Caves)

Masadae




m North of En Gedi
(Pliny the Elder)

= No marriage
(Josephus)

= Scriptorium

m Sectarian writings




Why did the Essenes form?

= The high
priesthood
was corrupt

Annas & Caiaphas of the NT era continued the
corrupt practices of Jason and Menelaus (175 BC).
So the Essenes withdrew to the desert during the
reign of Simon (143-135 BC)




Peter fought against the
: ﬂpriesthood, but
e Essenes...




Essenes chose to withdraw...

PR Tirzah
oSamaria .
* city
g city (uncertain location)
oSychar
" Shechem?*
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oEbenezer j elappuah
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“Teacher of
Righteousness™
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Why did the Essenes form™

!

1

< The nigh [
priesthood ‘ —
was corrupt

= The temple
was mostly

a
marketplace
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Other views of who lived attQumran

Sadducees?

Pharisees?:

Roman fortrp'

Zealo fe” G

6\‘9\ ..@ory (many'”éects)

Sty

((\o“ny man s:‘::-"""&'sfate’? ::

..\‘ \.
45




Others Doubt the Essene Theory 184a

Alan Crown, "Qumran: Was It An Essene Settlement?" BAR 20 (Sept/Oct 94): 30

WHY THE QUMRAN INHABITANTS WERE NOT ESSENES

Essene Characteristics Qumranite Characteristics
Evidence from Ancient Texts Evidence from the Dead Sea Scrolls Archaeological Evidence from Qumran
Peace-loving VSs. War-like
“The Essenes hate war and love peace. They will “When you approach a city to fight it, [first] offer it Partial destruction of the fortified tower. Suggests
not fight.” Epidorus, Historia Palestina 6.7. peace.... If it does not make peace but is ready to that Qumran residents fiercely resisted attack.

fight a war against you, besiege it and | will deliver
it into your hands.” Temple Scroll (11QT) 62.6-9.

Celibate Vs. Married
“[They live]...without women, renouncing love “A man may marry a beautiful captive woman, but Women's and children’s skeletons in the Qumran
entirely.” Pliny, Natural History 5.15.73. he must first let her mourn a month for her parents.” cemeteries.

Temple Scroll (11QT) 63.11-15.

Opposed to Slavery Vs, Owned Slaves
“They acquire no slaves; .. .they consider slavery an “[H]e shall not sell them [the Gentiles] his manser-
injustice.” Flavius Josephus, Antiguities 18.21. vant or his maidservant.” Damascus Rule (CD) 12.10.
Scorned Wealth VS. Wealthy
“They despise riches.” Josephus, War2.122. High-quality stoneware from Jerusalem, luxurious

glassware and a hoard of coins were found.

Refused to Swear Oaths vs. Oath-takers
“They refrain from swearing, considering it worse “When a man makes a vow to me or swears an oath
than perjury.” Josephus, War 2.135. to take upon himself a binding obligation, he must

not break his word.” Temple Scroll (11QT) 53.14-16.

Held No Private Property VS. Private-Property Holders
“It is the law that those who enter the sect shall “They shall place the earnings of at least two days
surrender their property to the order.” Josephus, out of every month into the hands of the
War2.122. guardian...and from it they shall succour the poor

P O T [ " MNammanan~ Duda IO 144 10



What Scrolls were Found?

m Every OT book but Esther (e.g., 11QPs)
m Apocrypha and Pseudepigrapha
s Commentaries (e.g., 1QpHab)

m Collections of OT passages on a theme

m Sectarian writings
u. Manual of Discipline

u Temple Scroll
s War Scroll




The Copper Scrolls

= Provide detailed 'plans
for the third temple




What Scrolls were Found?

m Every OT book but Esther (e.g.,"”11QPs)
m Apocrypha and Pseudepigrapha
s Commentaries (e.g., 1QpHab)

m Collections of OT passages on a theme

m Sectarian writings
= Manual of Discipline

= Jemple Scroll
» War Scroll




Many scrolls have missing parts
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Contents of the Scrolls

Biblical Manuscripts e.g., Isalah, Exodus,
Leviticus, Numbers, Deuteronomy

Commentaries e.g., Genesis, Job, Isaiah,

Hosea, Micah, Habakkuk, Psalm 37,
45

Apocrypha e.g. Epistle to Jeremiah, Tobit,
Ecclesiasticus:

Nelson's New lllustrated Bible Dictionary.



Contents of the Scrolls

Pseudepigrapha e.g., Book of Jubilees,
Book of Enoch, The Testaments of

the Twelve Patriarchs (fragments).

Previously Unknown Pseudepigrapha
e.g., Sayings of Moses, Vision of
Amram, Psalms of Joshua, Daniel
cycle (The Prayer of Nabonidus),
Book of Mysteries.

Nelson's New lllustrated Bible Dictionary.



Contents of the Scrolls

Community Documents e.g., The Manual
of Discipline, Damascus Document,
Thanksgiving Psalm, War Scroll.

Nelson's New lllustrated Bible Dictionary.



Pseudepigrapha

|. The Palestinian group

Psalms of Solomon

Psalms of Joshua

Testaments of the Twelve
Patriarchs

Book of Jubilees

Testament of Job

Life of Adam and Eve

New Bible Dictionary



Pseudepigrapha

|. The Palestinian group

Apocalypse of Moses '
Martyrdom of Isaiah

Paralipomena of Jeremiah
Book of Enoch

Book of the Secrets
of Enoch

Assumption of Moses

New Bible Dictionary



Pseudepigrapha

|. The Palestinian group

Apocalypse of Ezra

Apocalypse of Baruch

New Bible Dictionary



Pseudepigrapha

Il. The Jewish-Hellenistic group

Letter of Aristeas
Sibylline Oracles
3 Maccabees
4 Maccabees

New Bible Dictionary



Is Jesus in the

Dead Sea Scrolls?

Newly revealed texts
offer tantalizing—and
controversial—evidence
on Christian origins

By RICHARD N. OSTLING

HE DEAD SEA SCROLLS ARE AN

endless source of sensational-

ism. American supermarket

tabloids would have readers

believe these ancient Jewish

texts reveal visitations from
outer space, the cure for as and the date
the world will end. In a new book some-
how inspired by the scrolls, Barbara
Thiering of Australia’s University of Syd-
ney tells of a Jesus who was crucified but
secretly revived at the Dead Sea and who
wed woman bishop at midnight on
March 17, A.D. 50.

Amid all the hokum, however, the lat-
est discoveries on actual details in the
scrolls are startling enough to generate le-
gitimate headlines. Texts that are only
now becoming widely available establish
the first connection between the scrolls
and Jesus’ New Testament words about
his role as the Messiah. The debate over all
the possible interpretations is bound to be
fierce.

At one extreme, liberal scholars will un-
doubtedly argue that early Christian writ-
ings may have been largely mythological,
derived from the scrolls or other earlier
Jewish texts. On the other side, Christian
conservatives will reply that such scrolls
demonstrate more clearly than ever that
the Gospels are authentic, reflecting 1st
century conditions, and that God was pre-
paring the Jews for the Messiah’s advent.

The new evidence is just being revealed
because many scrolls remained unpub-
lished for decades after they were found in
the years following World War II near the
site of ancient Qumran. The scrolls came
under the control of a cliquish committee
that currently consists of Christian and
Jewish scholars loosely overseen by the
Israeli government. Most of the major

32
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Interpreters of the
latest finds: Robert
Eisenman of
California State-
Long Beach and
Michael Wise of the
University of Chicago

texts were issued long
ago, including ancient
copies that demon-
strated anew how
remarkably accurate
scribes were in trans-
mitting the 0Old
Testament.

The unpublished
material was mostly
thousands of frag-
ments, making recon-
struction extremely
difficult and interpre-
tations open to dis-
pute. Scholars on the
official committee
worked on these re-
maining texts at a
painfully slow pace,
while granting others

ANILHOS SEON ABYD

FORESHADOWING JESUS?

They said, “John the Bap-
tist has sent us to you, say-
ing, ‘Are you he who is to
come, or shall we look for
another?’ " . .. [Jesus] an-
swered them, “Go and tell
John what you have seen
and heard: the blind re-
ceive their sight, the lame
walk, lepers are cleansed,
the deaf hear, the dead are
raised up, the poor have
good news preached to
them. And blessed is he
who takes no offense at

me.
—THE GOSPEL OF LUKE,
7:20-23

Surely the Lord shall visit
the pious and shall call the
righteous by name. His
spirit shall hover over the
poor; by his strength he
shall renew the faithful.
He shall glorify the pious
upon the throne of the
eternal kingdom.

He shall release the cap-
tives, restore sight to the
blind, make straight those
who are bent double.. .
He shall heal the wounded,
resurrect the dead, preach

gled tidings to the poor.
—FROMWISE'S
RECONSTRUCTED
DEAD SEATEXT 4Q521

severely limited access to them. By the late
1980s, scholarly temperatures reached the
boiling point. One recent book claims Ro-
man Catholic priests beholden to the Vati-
can conspired to cover up the texts lest they

TIME, SEPTEMBER 14, 1992

shake the doctrinal foundations of Mothe!
Church. The true reasons are more mun:
dane: too few scholars monopolizing tod
much material, team members’ personal
problems, shortage of money, political an

m What's the
answer?




Beliefs & Charact

= Study of Torah|

m Sovereignty of qud

= Eschatological themes
= Communal

= Legalism

Cave 4 brought forth the most scrolls



Significance of the DSS

1.. Qumran community study




Jesus versus Tradition

Qumran Jesus (Matt. 5)

"[God] shall admit into "You have heard that
the Covenant of Grace it was said, 'Love your
all... that love all the neighbor and hate
sons of light... and your enemy'™ (5:43)
hate all the sons of
darkness..."

"But | tell you, 'Love

Rule of the Community your enemies and
(1QS 1:4; cf. 9:21) pray for those who

persecute you' (5:44)




Significance of the DSS

1.. Qumran community study
2. Pseudepigrapha study. -




Significance of the DSS
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Significance of the DSS

4. Masoretic study advanced
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e This Isaiah
6. Transmission of OT accurate scroll
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7. MMT shows that Paul's opponents who taught salvation
by the law were indeed real people.

MIQSAT MA'ASE HA-TORAH

"works of the law" (Abegg's translation
gives evidence for rabbinic belief in
salvation by works, which Paul argues
against in Galatians.)




Paul versus Legalists

Legalists

“The one who does
righteousness stores up
life for himself with the
Lord™

Psalms of Solomon
(about 50 BC)

“Miracles, however, will
appear at their own time
to those who are being
saved by their works"

2 Baruch
(about AD 100)

Paul

"But now God has shown
us a way to be made right
with him without keeping
the requirements of the law,
as was promised in the
writings of Moses and the
prophets long ago. 2We are
made right with God by
placing our faith in Jesus
Christ. And this is true for
everyone who believes, no
matter who we are”™

(Rom. 3:21-22 NLT)




Paul versus Legalists

Legalists

“The one who does
righteousness stores up life

for himself with the Lord"

Psalms of Solomon
(about 50 BC)

“Miracles, however, will
appear at their own time to
those who are being saved
by their works"

2 Baruch
(about AD 100)

Paul

"Let me ask you this one
question: Did you receive
the Holy Spirit by obeying
the law of Moses? Of
course not! You received
the Spirit because you
believed the message you
heard about Christ."

(Gal. 3:2 NLT)
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Where did John grow up?18

NV uke.1:80 And the child
grewand became strongin
spirit; and he lived in the
desert until he appeared

publicly todsrael.

1he Wilaerness or1-Zin
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John the
Baptist

= Where did John
get the concept of
immersion and
repentance?
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John the '®*
Baptist

m Where did John get
the concept of
immersion and
repentance?




A

-
L Ay
ey

<l s P

Ry o ST 494

The Essenes vs. John & Jesus =

AAppeaI to Isaiah 40:3

Call to repentance &
baptism

Anticipated imminent
kingdom of God
Water, spirit, & fire
Strange diet

Criticized religious
leaders

.'Cr|t|C|zed temple

leaders

Forbade divorce &
remarriage

Spiritual offerings

Saw God's people as |
spiritual temple
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