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• Transition?
• Finances?
• Physical?
• Relational?

What causes you

… to look down?



Coronavirus 
2020



How can you 
look up to 
the LORD 

during your 
struggle?



Don't Look Down

DON'T 
LOOK 
DOWN



How can we be triumphant 
in Christ?

What do we need to grasp 
about Jesus for victory?
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Revelation



Barry Huddleston, The Acrostic Bible

REVELATION
9 Abyss releases more trumpets

10 Book eaten by John
11 Opposition to two witnesses
12 Unrelenting opposition of dragon
13 Tattoo of world leader

14 Time ripe for harvest
15 Harps played for God
16 Emptying of the bowls

17 Future destruction of harlot
18 Utter desolation of Bablyon
19 Triumphant feast of Lamb
20 Ultimate resurrection and judgment
21 Revelation of new Jerusalem
22 Eternal city and word

1 Patmos vision of John
2 Rebuke for four churches
3 Other three churches rebuked
4 Picture of God's throne
5 Holy Lamb is worshipped
6 Each seal is broken
7 Crowd coming from tribulation
8 Yoke of four trumpets



"The revelation of Jesus Christ, 
which God gave him to show to his 
servants the things that must soon 

take place. He made it known by 
sending his angel to his servant 

John, who testifies to everything he 
saw––that is, the word of God and 

the testimony of Jesus Christ" 
(1:1-2 NIV).

Angel

John

Readers 
(servants)

322
Points
H & I

Jesus

Christ's sovereignty over future 
events transmitted to John shows 
the prophecy as inspired (1:1-2) 

God



Revelation tells us to look up to…



The Sovereignty 
of Jesus Christ



A Muslim actor as 
Jesus Christ in Iran

(29 April 2008)

Who am I?



Jesus was relevant in the 1970s



But Jesus became wimpy



What's the big deal about Jesus?



Here Jesus became a caveman



Jesus is the Real King!
318



Domitian (AD 81-96)

This bust of 
Domitian was 
found in his 
huge temple 
at Ephesus—

consistent 
with his claim 

to divine 
honorsBook of Revelation (AD 95)
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What did 
John see 

around him?

Asian Churches

1.  Internal Struggles 
inside churches 
(2:4, 14-15, 21-24; 
3:1, 15-17)

Rome

2.  External 
Persecution 
from Rome (1:9; 
2:9-10; 3:10)

Title Page
321



Theme

Sovereignty of Christ 
in Future Victory

23

Revelation



We have victory when we see that 
Jesus rules over…

3 Truths to Grasp in Revelation



R
evelation
Sovereignty of Christ in Future Victory

Sovereignty 
in His Person

Sovereignty 
over Churches

Sovereignty 
in End-Time Events

Chapter 1 Chapters 2–3 Chapters 4–22

"What you have 
seen" (1:19a)

"What is now"
(1:19b)

"What will take place later"
(1:19c)

Past Present Future

Christ 
Unveiled

Churches 
Unveiled

Consummation 
Unveiled

God on Earth God's Ambassadors 
on Earth

Hell on Earth to 
Heaven on Earth

The Judge The Assignments The Judgments & Rewards

Subject
1:1-3

Worship 
of Trinity

1:4-8

Glorified 
Christ
1:9-20

Seven Churches of Asia:
Ephesus
Smyrna

Pergamum
Thyatira
Sardis

Philadelphia
Laodicea

Tribulation
4:1–19:10

Second 
Coming
19:11-21

Millennium
20

Eternal 
State

21:1–22:5

Closing: 
Imminency

22:6-21

AD 95

318, 324 M



Revelation 1



We have victory when we see that 
Jesus rules over…

Outline of Revelation

DEATH
(1)



John at Patmos 
(Rev 1:9-10)

343



The Twofold 
Context of 
the Book

"I, John, am your brother and your 
partner in suffering and in God's 

Kingdom and in the patient 
endurance to which Jesus calls us. 
I was exiled to the island of Patmos 
for preaching the word of God and 

for my testimony about Jesus"
(Rev. 1:9 NLT)

External 
Persecution

Internal 
Compromise

Patmos

321



Why should we know that 
Jesus rules the world?

318



1. Jesus reveals 
the future and 
promises to 
bless all who 
read and obey 
the prophecy 

(1:1-3). 

343Why read Revelation? 



Characteristics 322

This is the only biblical book that promises a 
special blessing for reading it (1:3).

"God blesses the one who reads the 
words of this prophecy to the church, 
and he blesses all who listen to its 
message and obey what it says, for the 
time is near" (1:3 NLT)



2. We should worship the 
Triune God because the 

Risen Ruler will soon return
(1:4-8). 

Why worship Jesus? 



"Look! 
He comes with the clouds of heaven. 

And everyone will see him— 
even those who pierced him. 

  And all the nations of the world will 
mourn for him. 

Yes!  Amen!"

Rev. 1:7 NLT
cf. Zech. 12:10



"I am the Alpha and the Omega—the 
beginning and the end," says the 

Lord God. "I am the one who is, who 
always was, and who is still to 

come—the Almighty One" 
(1:8 NLT).

iii



3.  Seeing Christ 
glorified shows 

He can solve 
your problems 

(1:9-20). 

343Why see Jesus clearly? 



Trailes
Nysa

The 7 Churches (Rev. 2–3)

Ephesus Laodicea

Philadelphia

Sardis

Thyatira

Pergamum

Smyrna
Erythrae

Aphrodisias

Cyme

Hierapolis

Eumenia

Aezani

Colossae
Alabanda

Heraclea

Miletus

Lebedus Colophon

Adramyttium

Patmos

345

"It was the Lord’s Day, and I was 
worshiping in the Spirit. Suddenly, I 
heard behind me a loud voice like a 

trumpet blast.  11It said, “Write in a 
book everything you see, and send it 
to the seven churches in the cities of 

Ephesus, Smyrna, Pergamum, 
Thyatira, Sardis, Philadelphia, and 

Laodicea" (Rev. 1:10-11 NLT).



John's vision of 
the glorified 

Christ proves He 
can handle the 

Church's 
internal and 

external 
problems 
(1:12-16)

343



Judge-King: "robe 
reaching down to his 
feet and with a golden 
sash around his chest" 

(1:13)

Eternality: "head and 
hair were white like 

wool" 
(1:14a; cf. "Ancient of 
Days" Dan 7:9, 13, 22)

Omniscience & Righteous 
Judgment: "eyes were like 

blazing fire" (1:14b; cf. 
Rev. 19:12; Heb. 4:12)

344

Judgment: "feet were 
like bronze glowing in 

a furnace" 
(1:15a; cf. Rev. 19:12; 

Heb. 4:12)
—Warren Wiersbe, The Bible Exposition Commentary



"…voice of 
many waters" 

(1:15b)
1. Christ gathers 

together all the 
"streams of 
revelation" and is the 
Father's "last Word" 
to man (Heb. 1:1–3)

2. He speaks with power 
and authority and 
must be heard" 
(Wiersbe).



"…sword 
from his 
mouth" 
(1:16)

"…the living 
Word of God 

(Heb 4:12; Eph 
6:17). He fights 
His enemies by 
using His Word 

(Rev 2:16; 
19:19–21)" 
(Wiersbe).



343

"When I saw him, I fell at his feet as if I were 
dead. But he laid his right hand on me and 
said, 'Don't be afraid! I am the First and the 
Last. 18I am the living one. I died, but look—I 

am alive forever and ever! And I hold the 
keys of death and the grave'" 

(Rev 1:17-18 NLT)



Revelation 1:19 "Therefore write the things 
which you have seen, and the things which 

are, and the things which will take place 
after these things" (NAU).

Follow 
Revelation's 
inspired outline

have seen are will take place

338



R
evelation
Sovereignty of Christ in Future Victory

Sovereignty 
in His Person

Sovereignty 
over Churches

Sovereignty 
in End-Time Events

Chapter 1 Chapters 2–3 Chapters 4–22

"What you have 
seen" (1:19a)

"What is now"
(1:19b)

"What will take place later"
(1:19c)

Past Present Future

Christ 
Unveiled

Churches 
Unveiled

Consummation 
Unveiled

God on Earth God's Ambassadors 
on Earth

Hell on Earth to 
Heaven on Earth

The Judge The Assignments The Judgments & Rewards

Subject
1:1-3

Worship 
of Trinity

1:4-8

Glorified 
Christ
1:9-20

Seven Churches of Asia:
Ephesus
Smyrna

Pergamum
Thyatira
Sardis

Philadelphia
Laodicea

Tribulation
4:1–19:10

Second 
Coming
19:11-21

Millennium
20

Eternal 
State

21:1–22:5

Closing: 
Imminency

22:6-21

AD 95
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We have victory when we see that 
Jesus rules over…

Outline of Revelation

DEATH
(1)

CHURCHES
(2–3)



Revelation 2



Christ has 
authority 
over all 

churches

344



So Jesus 
wrote 7 

churches 
(Rev 2–3)

Ephesus
Smyrna

Pergamum
Thyatira
Sardis

Philadelphia
Laodicea



R
evelation
Sovereignty of Christ in Future Victory

Sovereignty 
in His Person

Sovereignty 
over Churches

Sovereignty 
in End-Time Events

Chapter 1 Chapters 2–3 Chapters 4–22

"What you have 
seen" (1:19a)

"What is now"
(1:19b)

"What will take place later"
(1:19c)

Past Present Future

Christ 
Unveiled

Churches 
Unveiled

Consummation 
Unveiled

God on Earth God's Ambassadors 
on Earth

Hell on Earth to 
Heaven on Earth

The Judge The Assignments The Judgments & Rewards

Subject
1:1-3

Worship 
of Trinity

1:4-8

Glorified 
Christ
1:9-20

Seven Churches of Asia:
Ephesus
Smyrna

Pergamum
Thyatira
Sardis

Philadelphia
Laodicea

Tribulatio
n

4:1–19:10

Second 
Coming
19:11-21

Millennium
20

Eternal State
21:1–22:5

Closing: 
Imminency

22:6-21

AD 95
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The 7 Churches (Rev. 2–3)Promise

Ephesus

Laodicea

Philadelphia

Sardis

ThyatiraPergamum

Smyrna

Warning

Exhortation
Rebuke

Commendation

ChristN/A

N/A
N/A

N/A

N/A

348



Ephesus
Busy But Backslidden

Revelation 2:1-7



Yet I hold this against you: 
You have forsaken 

your first love. 

Revelation 2:4 (NIV)

Remember when you loved at first?



Yet I hold this against you: 
You have forsaken 

your first love. 

Revelation 2:4 (NIV)

Ephesus: Busy Yet Backslidden



Rick Griffith • Crossroads International Church • biblestudydownloads.com

Suffering Yet Steadfast

The Church of 
Smyrna

(Rev. 2:8-11)



“Be faithful until death” (2:10c)



If one part suffers…
Our Response



Dear  Pergamum, 

Compromising Yet Continuing

Revelation 2:12-17



Altar of Zeus

"I know where you live—where 
Satan has his throne" (2:13)

353



Thyatira: 
Involved Yet Immoral

Revelation 2:18-29



Porn-Again Christian



How does Jesus respond to 
immorality among believers?



Service is no 
substitute for 
spotlessness

Main Idea for Thyatira:



Distinguished Yet Dead

The Church of Sardis
(Rev. 3:1-6)



Sardis
Wake up! Strengthen 

what little remains, for even 
what is left is almost 

dead…
If you don't wake up, 

I will come to you suddenly, 
as unexpected as a thief 

(3:2-3 NLT).

358



Will you wake up?

How can you be more 
spiritually awake in this 

coming year?



Mistreated Yet Missions-Focused

The Church of Philadelphia
(Rev. 3:7-13)



What does Jesus want for us?  
Doesn't he want us to reach out?

How does Jesus encourage us 
to reach out?



Main Idea for Philadelphia

Jesus gives us both 
opportunities and rewards for 

witness 



Second 
Coming

eisC
hu

rc
h 

A
ge

Rapture

Tribulation

7 years

Millennium

1000 years

Eternal K
ingdom

Judgm
ent

"Pre-Trib" Rapture
1. "I will keep you 
from (ek) the hour 
of testing that will 

come upon the 
whole world, to 
test those who 
dwell upon the 

earth" 
(Rev. 3:10)

ek 

dia

"into"

"through"

"from, out of, 
away from"

209
362



Luxurious Yet Lukewarm

The Church of Laodicea
(Rev. 3:14-22)



On fire for 
Christ!

"I wish that you were cold or hot" 
(3:15b).  Really?  Why?

HOT COLDLUKE
WARM

Reject 
Christ

Pretender



How can you cure 
spiritual apathy?



Replace self-reliance with 
Christ-reliance 

Main Idea for Laodicea



We have victory when we see that 
Jesus rules over…

Outline of Revelation

DEATH
(1)

CHURCHES
(2–3)

OUR 
FUTURE
(4–22)



Revelation 4



�

"Worthy are you, our Lord and God, to receive glory 
and honor and power, for you created all things, 
and by your will they existed and were created."



Revelation 5



is firmly in the right hand of the Father (5:1)!

The Scroll Sealed with Seven Seals…
The Seal Judgments 369



�

Who is worthy to break 
the seal (5:1-4)?



369

LION
OF JUDAH

REVELATION 5:5



�

Jesus is worthy to reveal the future and be 
worshiped because He is the Divine 
Messiah and redeemed us from the penalty 
of sin, making us a kingdom of priests.

Main Idea of 
Revelation 5



Revelation 6



Tragedies of the Four Horses (6:1-8)

Conquest War Famine Death

374



Rapture
3:10

Church 
Age

Chronology of Revelation

"What you 
have seen"

(1:19a)
Rev. 1

"What is 
now"

(1:19b)
Rev. 2–3

"What will 
take place later"

(1:19c)
Rev. 4–22

Vision of 
Christ

Second Half

Tribulation
4:1 – 19:10

Second 
Coming

Millennium

Eternal 
State

Great 
White 

Throne 
Judgment

340

Copyright 1989 Rick Griffith
Adapted from a chart by J. D. Pentecost

First Half



Revelation 7



144,000 sealed 
(7:1-8)

And I heard how many were marked with the seal of God— 
144,000 were sealed from all the tribes of Israel:

5from Judah 12,000
from Reuben 12,000

from Gad 12,000
6from Asher 12,000

from Naphtali 12,000
from Manasseh 12,000

7from Simeon 12,000
from Levi 12,000

from Issachar 12,000
8from Zebulun 12,000

from Joseph 12,000
from Benjamin 12,000

377



The Multi-Racial People

"From every tribe, nation, language 
and people" (7:9)

379



Revelation 8



Seven Trumpet 
Judgments 
(8:6–11:19)

"When the Lamb 
broke the seventh 
seal on the scroll, 
there was silence 
throughout heaven 
for about half an 
hour. 2I saw the 
seven angels who 
stand before God, 
and they were 
given seven 
trumpets" 
(Rev. 8:1-2 NLT).

381



Revelation 9



Revelation 9:13-16 (NIV)
  
"The sixth angel sounded his 
trumpet, and I heard a voice 
coming from the horns of the 
golden altar that is before God.  
14It said to the sixth angel who had 
the trumpet, 'Release the four 
angels who are bound at the great 
river Euphrates.'  15And the four 
angels who had been kept ready 
for this very hour and day and 
month and year were released to 
kill a third of mankind.  16The 
number of the mounted troops 
was two hundred million. I heard 
their number."

200 million 
soldiers!

339



Revelation 10



The Angel 
with the Little 
Scroll (10:1)

382



Revelation 11



The 
Temple 
(11:1-2)

"Then I was given 
a measuring stick, 

and I was told, 
'Go and measure 

the Temple of God 
and the altar, and 
count the number 

of worshipers.  
2But do not 

measure the outer 
courtyard, for it 
has been turned 

over to the 
nations. They will 
trample the holy 

city for 42 
months.'"

382



A Rebuilt Temple 382



Revelation 12



The 
Woman 
(12:1-6)

384

"Then I witnessed in 
heaven an event of 

great significance. I saw 
a woman clothed with 
the sun, with the moon 
beneath her feet, and a 
crown of twelve stars 

on her head.  2She was 
pregnant, and she cried 

out because of her 
labor pains and the 

agony of giving birth" 
(12:1-2 NLT).



384

"Then I witnessed in 
heaven another 

significant event. I saw a 
large red dragon with 
seven heads and ten 

horns, with seven 
crowns on his heads" 

(12:3 NLT). 

The Dragon 
(12:3)



Chronology of the 70th "Week" 333

1260 DAYS
Rev. 11:3; 12:6

Sign of 
Son of Man
Matt. 24:30

30 
DAYS

3½ YEARS 3½ YEARS
Covenant 

Made
Dan. 9:27a

30 
DAYS

Election 
of Beast

Rev. 17:13

3½ YEARS

2nd ADVENT

45 DAYS
Dan. 12:12

Christ's 
Return 

Complete

Covenant 
Broken

Dan. 9:27b

1290 DAYS
Dan. 12:11

Middle 
of the 
Week

Adapted from J. Dwight Pentecost, Dallas Theological Seminary, 1988

The Tribulation

The Great 
Tribulation

"And the woman fled 
into the wilderness, 
where God had prepared 
a place to care for her 
for 1260 days" (12:6).



Slides on 
Revelation 13



Beasts of 
Rev. 13

Dragon = 
Satan

Sea Beast = 
Antichrist

Land Beast = 
False Prophet

Used with permission

387
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The world will 
worship the beast

388



Slides on 
Revelation 14



The 144,000 Sing (14:1-5) 389



Slides on 
Revelation 15



Content of the Judgments
SEALS TRUMPETS BOWLS

1 White: conqueror Hail & fire: 1/3 vegetation Sores

2 Red: war Fire: 1/3 sea creatures Sea to blood

3 Black: famine Star: 1/3 fresh water Fresh water to blood

4 Pale: death Dark: 1/3 sun, moon, stars Sun burns men

(Trumpets 5-7 are woes)

5 Martyrs reassured Woe #1: locusts Beast's kingdom dark

6 Wrath: earthquake, signs Woe #2: Euphrates prep Euphrates dries up

(144,000 sealed) (Trump #7 = mystery)

7 1/2 hour silence Woe #3: victory imminent Earthquake & hail

337
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Slides on 
Revelation 16



Bowl Judgments (Rev. 16)

Used with permission

392



The Campaign of 
Armageddon 
(16:16 NLT)

"And the demonic spirits gathered all 
the rulers and their armies to a place 
with the Hebrew name Armageddon 

(Har-magedon NAU)"

394

Megiddo
Har (hill)



Slides on 
Revelation 17



The Prostitute 
& Beast

"So the angel took 
me in the Spirit into 

the wilderness. 
There I saw a 

woman sitting on a 
scarlet beast that 
had seven heads 

and ten horns, and 
blasphemies 

against God were 
written all over it" 

(17:3 NLT)

396



Slides on 
Revelation 18



But Babylon Will Be Ruined 
in One Hour by Fire

Used with permission

406
Pt. 6

"In a single 
moment 

   all the 
wealth of the 
city is gone!” 
(18:17a NLT)

So how can people part of 

the world system stand off 

and mourn the demise of the 

world system?



Slides on 
Revelation 19



The Marriage & 
Wedding Supper of 

the Lamb

415



"… a white horse, whose rider is 
called Faithful and True" (19:11)

417



Slides on 
Revelation 20



Binding of Satan 
(20:2-3a NLT)

Used with permission

"He seized the 
dragon… and bound 
him for 1000 years.  

He threw him into the 
Abyss, and locked 
and sealed it over 

him to keep him from 
deceiving the nations 

anymore until the 
1000 years were 

ended…"

421



• Satan bound 1000 years (1-3)

• Saints come to life 
= first resurrection (4b, 5b)

• Saints reign 1000 years (4c, 6b)

• Second resurrection (5, 13)

434

Revelation 20:1-6 Chronology



"The law will go out from Zion, 
the word of the LORD from Jerusalem"

—Isaiah 2:3

Millennial Jerusalem
434



Will everyone 
submit to 

Christ in the 
Millennium?

436



Satan is a master 
deceiver

436



Satan's Last Stand
(Rev. 20:7-10 NLT)

"When the thousand years come to an end, Satan 
will be let out of his prison.  8He will go out to 

deceive the nations—called Gog and Magog—in 
every corner of the earth. He will gather them 

together for battle—a mighty army, as numberless 
as sand along the seashore.  9And I saw them as 
they went up on the broad plain of the earth and 

surrounded God's people and the beloved city. But 
fire from heaven came down on the attacking 

armies and consumed them. 
10Then the devil, who had deceived them, was 

thrown into the fiery lake of burning sulfur, joining 
the beast and the false prophet. There they will be 

tormented day and night forever and ever."

436



"Then I saw a 
great white 
throne…" 

(20:11)

438



The Books 
(20:12)

Used with permission



"And anyone whose 
name was not found 

recorded in the Book of 
Life was thrown into the 

lake of fire" (20:15)

438



Slides on 
Revelation 21



The Consummation of All Things
Genesis 1–3 Revelation 20–22
"In the beginning 
God created the 
heavens and the 
earth" (1:1) 

"Then I saw a new 
heaven and a new 
earth" (21:1) 

175



The Cubed City

184



"…as a bride, beautifully 
dressed for her husband…"



The New Jerusalem over present Jerusalem

190



Slides on 
Revelation 22



Christ encourages 
us to live as if he 

can come any 
moment (22:7-17).

"Look, I am coming soon! 
Blessed are those who obey 
the words of prophecy 
written in this book" (NLT).



Main Idea of Revelation 22

Christ living with us 
encourages us to live for Christ



How can we be triumphant 
in Christ?

What do we need to grasp 
about Jesus for victory?



Jesus rules the world!  
So he can handle your 

puny problem. 

Revelation’s Big Idea



We have victory when we see that 
Jesus rules over…

Outline of Revelation

DEATH
(1)

CHURCHES
(2–3)

OUR 
FUTURE
(4–22)



For Pre-Christians: Have you 
submitted to Christ’s rule over you?

For Christians: What issue do you 
need to entrust to Jesus today?



Black
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