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| think they lived
In Israel




Hele]
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Jerusalem




A Jewish Community Under Stress

"You suffered along with those who were
thrown into jail, and when all you owned was
taken from you, you accepted it with joy. You
knew there were better things waiting for you

that will last forever™ (10:34 NLT).




The readers were Jewish Christians

"brothers and sisters "...let us hold firmly
who belong to God to what we believe.
and are partners with This High Priest of
those called to ours understands..."
heaven" (3:1) (4:14b-15a)

"...dear brothers and "...those early days
sisters, we can boldly when you first learned
enter heaven's Most about Christ...you
Holy Place because remained faithful even
of the blood of Jesus" though it meant terrible
(10:19) suffering” (10:32)




The issue at hand...

"Should |
go back?"”

"So we must listen very carefully to the truth
we have heard, or we may drift away from it"
(2:1 NLT).




Christ is Better







|. Jesus is better than anyone or
anything (1:1-10:18).

HOLY GOD HOLY GOD

N

We are separated from God reache§
God because of sin down to us in

Jesus Christ

Christ is your
brid?e to God

SINFUL MAN SINFUL MAN




Christ's Superiority Over Judaism as High Priest




e

Christ as
Superior in
His Person

(1:1-4:13)

e ——






He is better than the OT

prophets, so follow him (1:1-3).




Hebrews 1:1-2

" In the past God spoke to our
forefathers through the prophets
at many times and in various
ways,

2 put in these last days he has
spoken to us by his Son, whom
he appointed heir of all things,
and through whom he made the
universe.




"The Son is the radiance of
God's glory and the exact
representation of his being,
sustaining all things by his
powerful word. After he had

provided purification for sins,
he sat down at the right hand
of the Majesty in heaven."”

Hebrews 1:3




He is better than the angels as
God and man, so respect him as

Creator (1:4-2:18).




1. Jesus IS
God

worthy of
worship
(1:4-14).




"But to the Son he says,

'Your throne, O God,
endures forever and ever.
You rule with a scepter of justice.

%You love justice and hate evil.
Therefore, O God, your God has
anointed you, pouring out the oil of joy

on you more than on anyone else.

(1:8-9 NLT).









do not drift away



3. Jesus IS a man
worthy to rule (2:5-18).




mortals

a son of man

them

them



Hebrews 3




He is better than Moses, so don’t
forfeit Canaan in the millennial

kingdom (3:1—4:13).




Superior to Moses (3:1-4:7)







Hebrews 3:12-14 (NLT)

Be careful then, dear brothers and sisters.
Make sure that your own hearts are not evil
and unbelieving, turning you away from the
living God. You must warn each other every
day, while it is still "today,” so that none of
you will be deceived by sin and hardened
against God. '%For if we are faithful to the end,
trusting God just as firmly as when we first
believed, we will share in all that belongs to
Christ.




Hebrews 4




"There remains, then, a Sabbath-rest for the people of God; 19 for anyone
who enters God's rest also rests from his own work, just as God did from
his. 1! Let us, therefore, make every effort to enter that rest, so that no one
will fall by following their example of disobedience” (4:9-11 NiIv)




Two Types of Inheritance

"Now if we are children, then we are heirs—
heirs of God and co-heirs with Christ, if
indeed wi share in his suffering |in order that

w( may also share in his jlory"”
(Rom. 8:17 NIV).

A4 A4
= Salvation = Reward




266i

Support for the
Future Millennial
Rest in Hebrews 4

. The context

. The land promise

. Other Scripture

. Extra-biblical references
. Hebrews 4:8 time period
. An objection rebuffed
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Why follow Jesus as our
mediator between God and us?




He is better than Judaism’s high

priest, so go to him (4:14-6:20).







"For we do not have a high priest who
iIs unable to sympathise with our
weaknesses, but we have one who
has been tempted in every wayjust
as we are — yet was without sin. Let
us then approach the throne of grace
with confidence, so that we many
receive mercy and find grace to help
us in our time of need.”

Hebrews 4:15-16

Christ understands suffering






Turban: "Holy to the Lord"




The Day of Atonement (Lev. 16)




High Priest Requirements

1. Man (5:1-3)
2. Called by God (5:4)



"And no one can
become a high
priest simply
because he
wants such an

honor. He must
be called by God
for this work, just

as Aaron was"
(5:4 NLT).




"That is why Christ did not honor
himself by assuming he could become
High Priest. No, he was chosen by God,

who said to him,

'You are my Son.

Today | have become your Father™
(5:5 NLT).




Hebrews 6




Warning 3




An Impossibility (Heb. 6:4-6 NLT)

"For it Is impossible to bring back to
repentance those who were once
enlightened—those who have experienced
the good things of heaven and shared in the
Holy Spirit, "who have tasted the goodness

of the word of God and the power of the age
to come— %and who then turn away from
God. It is impossible to bring such people
back to repentance; by rejecting the Son of
God, they themselves are nailing him to the
cross once again and holding him up to
oublic shame."




What is the danger in 6:4-87

1. A Christian who loses his salvation?

2. A hypothetical, impossible situation
that could never happen?

3. A profession that really wasn't

genuine and thus results in hell?

4. A Christian who is disqualified for
Christian service and will never
again return to Christian
commitment due to death has the
best evidence




Following a lesser mediator than
Jesus can lead to death

Main Idea of 4:14-6:20



Hebrews 7




He iIs better than Abraham and
Levi as a Melchizedek Priest, so

follow him (Heb 7).




Who really was Melchizedek?
(Gen. 14)

* "King of righteousness”

* King of Jerusalem (cf. Ps. 76:2)
* Priest of God Most High




Priest from
Melchizedek
(Heb 5:6)




Hebrews 8




He is better than the old
covenant in his new covenant,

so follow him (Heb 8).




Hebrews 8:6

"But the ministry
Jesus has received is
as superior to theirs as
the covenant of which
he is mediator is
superior to the old
one, and it is founded
on better promises.”




The New Covenant
Jeremiah 31:31-34 quoted in Hebrews 8:8-12

31"The time is coming," declares
the LORD, "when | will make a new
covenant with the house of Israel
and with the house of Judah.

321t will not be like the covenant |
made with their forefathers when |
took them by the hand to lead
them out of Egypt, because they
broke my covenant, though | was a
husband to them," declares the
LORD.

33"This is the covenant | will make
with the house of Israel after that
time,"” declares the LORD.
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The New Covenant ™

Jeremiah 31:31-34 quoted in Hebrews 8:8-12

33b "] will put my law within them,
and | will write it on their hearts.
And | will be their God, and they
shall be my people. And no
longer shall each one teach his
neighbor and each his brother,
saying, 'Know the LORD,' for
they shall all know me, from the
least of them to the greatest,
declares the LORD. For | will
forgive their iniquity, and | will
remember their sin no more."



Hebrews 9




He is better than the tabernacle
by his sacrifice, so follow him

(9:1-10:18).




What was wrong
with the OT
sacrifices?

How was Jesus'
death better?

Two questions to consider




1. Tabernacle sacrifices
were temporary (9:1-10).




2. Christ's death saves us
permanently (9:11-10:18).




Hebrews 9:11

“When Christ came as
high priest of the good
things that are already

here, he went through the
greater and more perfect
ftabernacle that is not man-
made, that is to say, not a
part of his creation.”







|. Jesus is better than anyone or
anything (1:1-10:18).

HOLY GOD HOLY GOD

N

We are separated from God reache§
God because of sin down to us in

Jesus Christ

Christ is your
brid?e to God

SINFUL MAN SINFUL MAN




Hebrews 10




Il. Don’t compromise but persevere
by faith (10:19-13:25).




Stubborn unbelief can even Kkill

you—so press on (10:19-39).







"...if we deliberately

continue sinning after we
have received kno ﬁe T\‘\ESE

of the truth, there

longer any sacrifice t E
ke ANS’?

will cover these si ﬁR\s \

27There is only €}
terrible expectation of

God's judgment and the ES‘
. . - B
raging fire that wili Y
consume his enemies”
(10:26-27 NLT).




What happened to the

Christians in Jerusalem?

A revelation told
them to find
protection in Pella.




Jerusalem Christians left




The Fire

"Dear friends, if we deliberately continue
sinning after we have received knowledge
of the truth, there is no longer any sacrifice
that will cover these sins. 2’ There is only
the terrible expectation of God's judgment
and the raging fire that will consume his
enemies” (Heb. 10:26-27 NLT).

Hell fire? No, Jerusalem fire!




"For anyone
who refused to
obey the law of
Moses was put

to death without

mercy on the

testimony of

two or three

witnesses”
(Hebrews 10:28;
cf. Num. 15:30-

36 NLT).



"Just think how much
worse the punishment will
be for those who have
trampled on the Son of
God, and have treated the
blood of the covenant,
which made us holy, as if

it were common and
unholy, and have insulted
and disdained the Holy
Spirit who brings God's
mercy to us”
(Hebrews 10:29 NLT).







The Temple Assault




Hebrews 8:13

"By calling this covenant 'new,’
he has made the first one obsolete;
and what is obsolete and aging

1 will soon disappear.” \

Obsolete Hebrews Written Disappeared
AD33 = Apg7es "W Ap7g







Others faithfully endured before
you to give you examples—so

press on (11:1-12:3).




HALL OF FAME




"Faith is the confidence that what we hope for
will actually happen; it gives us assurance
about things we cannot see" (Heb. 11:1 NLT)

"By Faith..." (Hebrews 11)



"And it is impossible to please God without
faith. Anyone who wants to come to him must
believe that God exists and that he rewards
those who sincerely seek him"
(Hebrews 11:6 NLT)




"It was by faith that Noah built a large boat to
save his family from the flood. He obeyed God,

who warned him about things that had never
happened before. By his faith Noah condemned
the rest of the world, and he received the
righteousness that comes by faith™
(Hebrews 11:7 NLT)

"By Faith..." (Hebrews 11)




"It was by faith that Abraham
obeyed when God called him
to leave home and go to
another land that God would
give him as his inheritance.
He went without knowing
where he was going"
(Hebrews 11:8 NLT)

"By Faith..." (Hebrews 11)



Moses and the conquest generation

acted with certainty on an unseen hope
(Hebrews 11:23-31).




People of many generations acted

with certainty on an unseen hope
(Hebrews 11:32-38).




"By faith these people overthrew kingdoms, ruled
with justice, and received what God had

promised them. They shut the mouths of lions..."
(Hebrews 11:33 NLT).




"Some died by stoning, some were sawed in
half, and others were killed with the sword"
(Hebrews 11:37a NLT).










God’s discipline grows
righteousness, confidence and

relationships—so press on
(12:4-17).




Loving Discipline
(Hebrews 12:5-7 NLT)

"My child, don't make light of the LORD's
discipline, and don't give up when he
corrects you.
°For the LORD disciplines those he loves,

and he punishes each one he accepts
as his child.”




Ignoring God invites his loving
discipline of you—so press on

(12:18-29).







Hebrews 13




Many practical ways to serve
God exist for you—so press on

(Heb 13).







"Don’'t love money; be
satisfied with what you
have. For God has said,
'I will never fail you. | will
never abandon you
(Hebrews 13:5 NLT).



Application: "Leave Jerusalem™

"So also Jesus
suffered and died
outside the city gates
to make his people
holy by means of his
own blood"

(Heb. 13:12 NLT)

13S0 let us go out to
him, outside the camp,
and bear the disgrace
he bore™

(Heb. 13:13 NLT)

Leen & Kathleen Ritmeyer, "Akeldama: Potter's Field or High Priest's Tomb?" BAR 20 (Nov/Dec 94): 34
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through Jesus Chrlst to whom be glory
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|. Jesus is better than anyone or
anything (1:1-10:18).

HOLY GOD HOLY GOD

N

We are separated from God reache§
God because of sin down to us in

Jesus Christ

Christ is your
brid?e to God

SINFUL MAN SINFUL MAN




Il. Don’t compromise but persevere
by faith (10:19-13:25).




Main ldea

Jesus is your “go-to” mediator

between you and God

Hebrews



Where do you need to press on?
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