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Affirmation



Our Mission

The mission of 
Crossroads is to reach 
the nations by reaching 
internationals residing 

in Singapore



Our Vision

The vision of Crossroads is 
to lead internationals into a 
vital relationship with Jesus 
Christ as disciples who can 

transform their unique 
spheres of influence (2 
Tim. 2:2).  In particular, 

Crossroads focuses 
primarily, but not 

exclusively, on reaching 
the English-speaking 

community



Our Priorities

Love the Nations

Love the Church

Love 
God



Words can affirm



Self Affirmation



Self Affirmation



Self Affirmation



Self Affirmation



Is self affirmation enough?

WHO IS THE MOST 

AWESOME 

PERSON TODAY?

I LOVE MYSELF 
UNCONDITIONALLY

2 Thessalonians



I don’t deserve 
self-esteem



I’m not sure how many 
problems I have 
because math is 
one of them.



How many 
of us notice 
when others 
are caught 
in a spiral?



How can you 
help those going 

through tough 
times?



How does God affirm us when 
we face tough times?

3 ways…



Background to 
2 Thessalonians



• Port city at the Thermaic Gulf



• Knitted together 26 villages

• Main seaport and naval base 
of Macedonia

• Port city at the Thermaic Gulf

• The Egnatian Way (Via 
Egnatia) ran through the city



Down with 
Paul!

Throw him 
in jail!

What to do?...



Written in Corinth after hearing Tim's report
•Three ways we can encourage others...

Thessalonica

Berea

Athens

Corinth



1 Thessalonians

Be Prepared

Dr. Rick Griffith • Crossroads International Church Singapore
BibleStudyDownloads.org



Our Need

1 Thessalonians



Black



The Rapture

"And now, dear brothers and sisters, we want you to 
know what will happen to the believers who have 

died so you will not grieve like people who have no 
hope.  14For since we believe that Jesus died and 
was raised to life again, we also believe that when 

Jesus returns, God will bring back with him the 
believers who have died" (1 Thess. 4:13-14 NLT).



The Rapture

"For the Lord himself will come down from heaven 
with a commanding shout, with the voice of the 

archangel, and with the trumpet call of God. First, 
the Christians who have died will rise from their 

graves.  17Then, together with them, we who are still 
alive and remain on the earth will be caught up in the 

clouds to meet the Lord in the air. Then we will be 
with the Lord forever.  18So encourage each other 

with these words" (1 Thess. 4:16-18 NLT).



How can you be prepared 
for the Rapture?

2 ways…

1 Thessalonians



I. Serve Jesus without greed 
(Chapters 1–3).

1 Thessalonians



II. Care about both people and 
theology (Chapters 4–5).

+
1 Thessalonians



Main Idea

Be prepared for Christ’s 
return with your money, 

friends and Bible.

1 Thessalonians



We will all give an account

1 Thessalonians



1 Thessalonians 5:2

"like a thief in the night"
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1-2 Thessalonians

Thessalonica

212

Corinth

Macedonia



214

Paul wrote 2 Thessalonians to help the believers handle 
three difficulties facing the church:

Argument 

Paul wrote to encourage perseverance based upon 
their future reward at the day of the Lord (ch. 1) and to 
correct  their false notion of the day of the Lord (ch. 2) 
so he exhorted discipline instead of idleness (ch. 3).  
The key theme is the day of the Lord and its 
implications on behavior. 

1. Increased persecution (1:3-10), 
2. False teaching that the day of the Lord had 

already come (2:1-12), and 
3. Idleness in some lazy Thessalonian Christians 

who were "waiting for the rapture" (3:6-15).  



How does God affirm us when 
we face tough times?

3 ways…



Slides on 
2 Thessalonians 1



Outline of 2 Thessalonians

Emotions
1

How God affirms…



I. Emotionally: God gives perseverance 
to bring maturity (2 Thess 1).



Focus on God in the Thessalonian Epistles
Total 

Verses "God" "Lord" "Jesus" "Christ" Total

1 Thess. 
(89) 36 24 16 10 86

2 Thess. 
(47) 18 22 13 10 63

Total 
(136) 54 46 29 20 149

215

Number of Greek occurrences from Elwell & Yarbrough, 
Encountering the New Testament, 332 

Paul's Advice to Troubled Thessalonians: 
Focus on God!



MAIN IDEA OF MATTHEW

Lord

Jesus Christ

Serve the Lord Jesus Christ

SAVIOR

GOD

KING



A Worthy Name to Repeat

Lord Jesus Christ
(1:1)

2 Thess 1 2 Thess 2 2 Thess 3

Lord Jesus Christ
(1:2)

Lord Jesus Christ
(1:12)

Lord Jesus Christ
(2:1)

Lord Jesus Christ
(2:14)

Lord Jesus Christ
(2:16)

Lord Jesus Christ
(3:6)

Lord Jesus Christ
(3:12)

Lord Jesus Christ
(3:18)



See God's perspective 
on trials (1:1-2).



"This letter is from 
Paul, Silas, and 
Timothy. We are 

writing to the church in 
Thessalonica, to you 

who belong to God our 
Father and the Lord 
Jesus Christ. 2May 

God our Father and the 
Lord Jesus Christ give 
you grace and peace."2 Thessalonians 

1:1-2 NLT



"By looking to our lofty Lord 
Jesus Christ we realize that 
He is not looking away from 

us in complacency but 
looking down on us in 

compassion." 

—Charles R. Swindoll, Steadfast Christianity, 4—



"I will lift up my eyes to the mountains;
From [where else] shall my help come?

My help comes from the LORD,
who made heaven and earth 

(Ps. 121:1-2)." 

—Charles R. Swindoll, Steadfast Christianity, 4—



"Do you look to the 
peaks when you're in 
the valleys? Or are 
you so rutted in the 
valleys that you've 

forgotten the 
mountains are even 

there? People who fail 
to affirm usually do so 

because they fail to 
see the Lord in the 

midst of it all." 

—Charles R. Swindoll, Steadfast Christianity, 4—



"When we look up, we are reminded that 
God is not removed… not absent… not 
out of touch. And then we get a glimpse 

of the divine perspective on our 
circumstances—which can only be seen 

from the peaks, not in the valleys." 

—Charles R. Swindoll, Steadfast Christianity, 4—



SEEING LIFE FROM 
GOD'S PERSPECTIVE
Your life's experiences can be different 
when viewed from God's perspective.



We also need to help others focus 
on the Lord in their difficulty 



Turn others to the Lord

• By saying nothing at all
• By sharing a Bible reference



Thank God for others' 
growth (1:3). 



"Dear brothers and sisters, we can't help 
but thank God for you, because your 

faith is flourishing and your love for one 
another is growing” 

(2 Thessalonians 1:3 NLT).



He affirmed them that their love for 
one another kept increasing—so we 
see Paul affirming their affirmation! 



Prayer Affirms



Publicly brag about 
others' spiritual growth 

(1:4).



"We proudly tell 
God's other 

churches about 
your endurance 
and faithfulness 

in all the 
persecutions 

and hardships 
you are 

suffering."

2 Thessalonians 1:4 
NLT



People often 
become what you 
tell them they will 

become.



Jim Sundberg



"How many of you had parents that told you 
that you would end up in prison one day?”



Affirm 
the afflicted to help 

them mature in Christ.

Main Idea of 2 Thess 1:1-4



"And God will use this persecution to 
show his justice and to make you worthy 

of his Kingdom, for which you are 
suffering.  6In his justice he will pay back 

those who persecute you" 
(2 Thess 1:5-6 NLT).



"And God will provide rest for you who 
are being persecuted and also for us 
when the Lord Jesus appears from 

heaven. He will come with his mighty 
angels,  8in flaming fire, bringing 

judgment on those who don’t know God 
and on those who refuse to obey the 

Good News of our Lord Jesus" 
(2 Thess 1:7-8 NLT).



"They will be punished with eternal 
destruction, forever separated from the 

Lord and from his glorious 
power.  10When he comes on that day, he 
will receive glory from his holy people—

praise from all who believe. And this 
includes you, for you believed what we 

told you about him" (2 Thess 1:9-10 NLT).



2 Thess 1:11

So we keep on praying for you, asking our 
God to enable you to live a life worthy of his 

call. May he give you the power to 
accomplish all the good things your faith 

prompts you to do. 



2 Thess 1:12

Then the name of our Lord Jesus will be 
honored because of the way you live, and 

you will be honored along with him. This is 
all made possible because of the grace of 

our God and Lord, Jesus Christ.



Persevering through 
affliction develops maturity

Charles R. Swindoll, Steadfast Christianity, 3



Marbles or Grapes?



My Defensiveness



How does God affirm us when 
we face tough times?



I. Emotionally: God gives perseverance 
to bring maturity (2 Thess 1).



Slides on 
2 Thessalonians 2



Outline of 2 Thessalonians

Emotions
1

Theology
2

How God affirms…



II. Theologically: God gives us truth 
to bring stability (2 Thess 2).



"Now, dear brothers and sisters, let us 
clarify some things about the coming of 
our Lord Jesus Christ and how we will 

be gathered to meet him" 
(2 Thess 2:1 NLT).



Key Verse

"Don’t be so easily shaken or alarmed by those who 
say that the day of the Lord has already begun. 

Don’t believe them, even if they claim to have had a 
spiritual vision, a revelation, or a letter supposedly 

from us" (2 Thess 2:2 NLT). 

2 Thessalonians

211



Judgment!
216

followed by…



Blessing!

216



The Day of the LORD

Judgment Blessing+

Tribulation Millennium

Rev. 6–19 Rev. 20

7 years 1000 years

216



Church Age Tribulation
(1 Thess. 5)

Millennium
(Zech. 14:6-21)

Rapture
(1 Thess. 4:13-18)

2nd Advent
(Zech. 14:3-5)

A Dispensational Timeline
Great
White

Throne
(Rev. 20:11-14)

437

Day of the LORD



Antichrist Sets Up 
Image for Worship
(2 Thess. 2:3-4 NLT)

"Don't be fooled by what 
they say. For that day will 
not come until there is a 

great rebellion against God 
and the man of 

lawlessness is revealed—
the one who brings 

destruction.  4He will exalt 
himself and defy 

everything that people call 
god and every object of 

worship. He will even sit in 
the temple of God, 

claiming that he himself is 
God."

80 I



"That day will not come until…" (2:3a) 213

1.  "the rebellion (apostasy) occurs" (3b)

2.  "the man of lawlessness is revealed" (3c)

3.  "the one who now holds [lawlessness] 
back will be taken out of the way" (7b)

= Christendom is completely apostate

= Antichrist signs covenant with Israel 
(Dan. 9:27)

= restraining influence of the Holy Spirit in 
the Church is taken to heaven



"Don’t you remember that I told you about all 
this when I was with you?  6And you know 

what is holding him back, for he can be 
revealed only when his time comes.  7For this 
lawlessness is already at work secretly, and it 
will remain secret until the one who is holding 
it back steps out of the way.  8Then the man of 

lawlessness will be revealed, but the Lord 
Jesus will kill him with the breath of his 

mouth and destroy him by the splendor of his 
coming" (2 Thess 2:5-8 NLT).



The Restrainer
The Spirit's restraining evil through the 
Church will be absent (2 Thess. 2:6-7):

209

("Spirit" = neuter noun but used of a person)

("he who restrains" = masculine, 2:7 = a person)

("what restrains" = neuter, 2:6 = gospel preaching)

6And now you know what is holding him back, so that he 
may be revealed at the proper time. 7For the secret power 
of lawlessness is already at work; but the one who now 
holds it back will continue to do so till he is taken out of 
the way (NIV).



69 Weeks 
(Dan. 9:24-27)

Second Coming
Rev. 19:11-21

Tribulation

3½

Millennium

Rev. 20:4-6

The Day of the Lord

213

Church Age
Matt. 16:18
Acts 2:1-4

Judgment Seat in Heaven
2 Cor. 5:10; 1 Cor. 3:10-15

Short Period of Preparation; 
Rise of the Antichrist 
(length of time unknown)

Matt. 27:50

Rapture
1 Thess. 4:13-18

7 yrs.
3½

(Daniel's 70th Week)
Matt. 24:21

1000 yrs.
Eternal 
State
(Timeless)

"Prophecy" (Dallas 
Seminary video 

series, 1980s)

2 Thess. 2:3-7 Prerequisites Before Day of the Lord (3 of them):

1   Apostasy (2:3b)2

2   Antichrist (2:3c)3

3   Restrainer (2:7b)1

2

3

1



"This man will come to do the work of Satan 
with counterfeit power and signs and 

miracles.  10He will use every kind of evil 
deception to fool those on their way to 

destruction, because they refuse to love and 
accept the truth that would save them.  11So 
God will cause them to be greatly deceived, 
and they will believe these lies.  12Then they 
will be condemned for enjoying evil rather 

than believing the truth" (2 Thess 2:9-12 NLT).



A Huge Leadership Vacuum

Difficult times always set 
the stage for dictators to 

rise to the occasion.

216a



Names for the Antichrist
79216a



The Activity 
of the 

Antichrist

79216a



Chronology of the 70th "Week" 333

1260 DAYS
Rev. 11:3; 12:6

Sign of 
Son of Man
Matt. 24:30

30 
DAYS

3½ YEARS 3½ YEARS
Covenant 

Made
Dan. 9:27a

30 
DAYS

Election 
of Beast

Rev. 17:13

3½ YEARS

2nd ADVENT

45 DAYS
Dan. 12:12

Christ's 
Return 

Complete

Covenant 
Broken

Dan. 9:27b

1290 DAYS
Dan. 12:11

Middle 
of the 
Week

Adapted from J. Dwight Pentecost, Dallas Theological Seminary, 1988

The Tribulation

The Great 
Tribulation



Daniel 11:40

Israel's 
enemies will 
invade her 
land

543



Daniel 11:40-45

Even ships in the 
Mediterranean 
will join the battle



West Meets East (Dan. 11:44)



Beasts of 
Rev. 13

Dragon = 
Satan

Sea Beast = 
Antichrist

Land Beast = 
False Prophet

Used with permission

387



A Satanic "Trinity":

"Father" = 
Satan

"Son" = 
Antichrist

"Spirit" = 
False Prophet

387



The world will 
worship the beast



He causes all, both small and great, rich and poor, free 
and slave, to receive a mark on their right hand or on 
their foreheads, and that no one may buy or sell except 
one who has the mark or the name of the beast, or the 
number of his name.

Revelation 13:16-17

The Mark 
in the 

Right Hand



"As for us, we can’t help but thank God for 
you, dear brothers and sisters loved by the 

Lord. We are always thankful that God chose 
you to be among the first to experience 

salvation—a salvation that came through the 
Spirit who makes you holy and through your 

belief in the truth.  14He called you to salvation 
when we told you the Good News; now you 

can share in the glory of our Lord Jesus 
Christ" (2 Thess 2:13-14 NLT).



"With all these things in mind, dear brothers 
and sisters, stand firm and keep a strong grip 
on the teaching we passed on to you both in 

person and by letter. 16Now may our Lord 
Jesus Christ himself and God our Father, who 

loved us and by his grace gave us eternal 
comfort and a wonderful hope,  17comfort you 
and strengthen you in every good thing you 

do and say" (2 Thess 2:15-17 NLT).



Trusting amidst confusion 
produces stability

Charles R. Swindoll, Steadfast Christianity, 3



How does God affirm us when 
we face tough times?



I. Emotionally: God gives perseverance 
to bring maturity (2 Thess 1).



II. Theologically: God gives us truth 
to bring stability (2 Thess 2).



Slides on 
2 Thessalonians 3



Outline of 2 Thessalonians

Emotions
1

Theology
2

Practice
3

How God affirms…



III. Practically: God cultivates discipline 
in us to build responsibility (2 Thess 3).



"Finally, dear brothers and sisters, we ask 
you to pray for us. Pray that the Lord’s 

message will spread rapidly and be honored 
wherever it goes, just as when it came to 

you.  2Pray, too, that we will be rescued from 
wicked and evil people, for not everyone is a 

believer" (2 Thess 3:1-2 NLT).



"But the Lord is faithful; he will strengthen 
you and guard you from the evil one.  4And we 

are confident in the Lord that you are doing 
and will continue to do the things we 

commanded you.  5May the Lord lead your 
hearts into a full understanding and 

expression of the love of God and the patient 
endurance that comes from Christ" 

(2 Thess 3:3-5 NLT).



"And now, dear brothers and sisters, we give 
you this command in the name of our Lord 
Jesus Christ: Stay away from all believers 

who live idle lives and don’t follow the 
tradition they received from us.  7For you 

know that you ought to imitate us. We were 
not idle when we were with you" 

(2 Thess 3:6-7 NLT).



Discipline the Idle (3:6-15)

"…Stay away from all believers who live idle 
lives and don't follow the tradition they 

received from us" (3:6 NLT)



"We never accepted food from anyone without 
paying for it. We worked hard day and night 

so we would not be a burden to any of 
you.  9We certainly had the right to ask you to 

feed us, but we wanted to give you an 
example to follow" (2 Thess 3:8-9 NLT).



Discipline the Idle (3:6-15)

"…Stay away from all believers who live idle 
lives and don't follow the tradition they 

received from us" (3:6 NLT)
"Even while we were with you, we gave you 
this command: ‘Those unwilling to work will 

not get to eat’" (3:10 NLT)



"Yet we hear that some of you are living idle 
lives, refusing to work and meddling in other 

people’s business.  12We command such 
people and urge them in the name of the Lord 
Jesus Christ to settle down and work to earn 
their own living.  13As for the rest of you, dear 
brothers and sisters, never get tired of doing 

good" (2 Thess 3:11-13 NLT).

“We hear that some among you are idle. 
They are not busy; they are busybodies” 

(2 Thess 3:11 NIV).



"Take note of those who refuse to obey what 
we say in this letter. Stay away from them so 

they will be ashamed.  15Don’t think of them as 
enemies, but warn them as you would a 
brother or sister" (2 Thess 3:14-15 NLT).



2 Thess 3:16 (NLT)

Now may the Lord of peace himself give 
you his peace at all times and in every 

situation. The Lord be with you all.

Benediction



"Here is my greeting in my own 
handwriting: Paul. I do this in all my 

letters to prove they are from me.

 18May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be 
with you all" (2 Thess 3:17-18 NLT).



Waiting with discipline 
cultivates responsibility

Charles R. Swindoll, Steadfast Christianity, 3



How does God affirm us when 
we face tough times?



God affirms holistically 
(Main Idea of 2 Thessalonians)

Emotions
1

Theology
2

Practice
3

How God affirms…



I. Emotionally: God gives perseverance 
to bring maturity (2 Thess 1).



II. Theologically: God gives us truth 
to bring stability (2 Thess 2).



III. Practically: God cultivates discipline 
in us to build responsibility (2 Thess 3).



Words of Affirmation



Sister Mrosla's Third Grade Class 
St. Mary's School in Morris, Minnesota



Helen P. Mrosla Mark Eklund



Mark Eklund



How ‘bout you?



Black
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