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"And now, dear brothers and sisters, we want you to
know what will happen to the believers who have
died so you will not grieve like people who have no
hope. “For since we believe that Jesus died and
was raised to life again, we also believe that when

Jesus returns, God will bring back with him the
believers who have died” (1 Thess. 4:13-14 NLT).




The Rapture

"For the Lord himself will come down from heaven
with a commanding shout, with the voice of the
archangel, and with the trumpet call of God. First,
the Christians who have died will rise from their
graves. "Then, together with them, we who are still
alive and remain on the earth will be caught up in the
clouds to meet the Lord in the air. Then we will be
with the Lord forever. ¥So encourage each other
with these words" (1 Thess. 4:16-18 NLT).




Our Need

PLAN AHEg




Christ’s Return




Are you ready for his return?




Eschatology
eschatos ==  ology
"last” "study of"

= study of the last things
(future)




Two Stages of His Return

Literal

Christ

Future
"Coming"

Rapture Revelation




The Rapture




How can you be prepared
for the Rapture?




Harold Camping -M
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Thessalonica

Some Geographical Perspective



1 Thessalonians: Preparation for the Rapture

Innocence of Greed Principles for Growth
Chapters 1-3 Chapters 4-5
Personal Practical
Silence Slanders Strengthen Stand
Historical Hortatory
Reflections Exhortations
Looking Back Looking Forward
Commendation | Conduct Concern Love Eschatology | Church Life
1:1-10 2:1-16 2:17-3:13 4:1-12 4:13-5:11 5:12-28
"You're "I'm "l care "Please "Be "Live holy"
great!" innocent!" for you™ God" comforted
but watchful”
Corinth
Early Summer AD 51 (on second missionary journey)




How can you be prepared
for the Rapture?

2 ways...




l. Serve Jesus without greed
(1 Thess 1-3).




1 Thessalonians 1




Silas and Timothy (co-laborers in
Thessalonica) wrote with Paul,
who did not note his apostleship
to show his concern (1:1).

“This letter is from Paul, Silas, and Timothy.
We are writing to the church in Thessalonica,
to you who belong to God the Father and the
Lord Jesus Christ. May God give you grace
and peace” (1:1 NLT).




Paul commended their
lifestyle of godly living...

in view of Christ’s return
(1:2-10).
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Paul's Advice to Troubled Thessalonians:
Focus on God!

V-Ie-;?:,aels "God" "Jesus" "Lord" "“Christ" Total
1 'I;g;)ss 36 16 24 10 86
° 1;2;)88 18 13 22 10 63
(T1°;g; % 29 46 20 149

Number of Greek occurrences from Elwell & Yarbrough,

Encountering the New Testament, 332



1 Thessalonians 2




Paul was not motivated by greed

since he made tents and cared
for them (2:1-16).

“Don’t you remember, dear brothers and
sisters, how hard we worked among you?
Night and day we toiled to earn a living so

that we would not be a burden to any of you
as we preached God’s Good News to you”
(2:9 NLT).




I'm so proud of
them! I must
write o encourage

them! 9\
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The Suzuki Method




How can we Strengthen others?




This epistle was written in AD 51

€@ Thessalonica)

Written in Corinth after hearing Tim's report




How can we Strengthen others?

person
(2:17-20).




Paul Tried to Go in Person




Paul's greatest blessing = People!



people

In person



How can we Strengthen others?

person
(2:17-20).




1 Thessalonians 3




How can we Strengthen others?

Bring others into their lives (3:1-9).



Paul sent Timothy
to strengthen the church (3:1-5)

So when we could stand it no longer, we
thought it best to be left by ourselves In
Athens. ?We sent Timothy, who is our
brother and God's fellow worker In
spreading the gospel of Christ, to
strengthen and encourage you in your faith,
3so that no one would be unsettlied by these
trials. You know quite well that we were
destined for them.




Paul sent Timothy
to strengthen the church (3:1-5)

4n fact, when we were with you, we kept
telling you that we would be persecuted.
And it turned out that way, as you well
know. °For this reason, when | could stand
it no longer, | sent to find out about your
faith. | was afraid that in some way the
tempter might have tempted you and our
efforts might have been useless.




Paul was encouraged (3:6-9)




Send others when you can't go




Bring others into their lives (3:1-9).




How can we Sstrengthen others?

Pray for them (3:10-13).

10 Night and day we pray most
earnestly that we may see you
again and supply what is lacking
in your faith.

""Now may our God and Father
himself and our Lord Jesus clear
the way for us to come to you.




How can we Sstrengthen others?

Pray for them (3:10-13).

12May the Lord make your love
increase and overflow for each
other and for everyone else, just
as ours does for you.

13 May he strengthen your hearts
so that you will be blameless and
holy in the presence of our God
and Father when our Lord Jesus
comes with all his holy ones.




Strengthen others to show you
for them

e Visits: Go in (2:17-20)

e Co-laborers: Bring (3:1-9)
* Prayer: for them (3:10-13)




Encouragement




Live on what you need and
invest the rest for eternity.

“Lay up for yourselves
treasures in heaven

—not on earth”
(Matthew 6:20)




A RICH YOUNG MAN
QUESTIONS JESUS

Matthew 19:16-30; Mark 10:17-31; Luke 18:18-30




How can you be prepared
for the Rapture?

2 ways...




l. Serve Jesus without greed
(1 Thess 1-3).




Il. Care about both people and
theology (1 Thess 4-5).
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1 Thessalonians 4




What's Most Important?

Mark 12:29-31 -- Jesus replied, “The most
important commandment is this: ‘Listen, O
Israel! The Lord our God is the one and only
Lord. 3° And you must love the Lord your God
with all your heart, all your soul, all your
mind, and all your strength.’

31The second is equally important:
‘Love your neighbor as yourself."' No other
commandment is greater than these.”




Our Vision

Love the Nations

Love the Church

Love
God
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Although Paul appeared to be writing about and addressing
5 different issues in his letter, there is one topic which he
repeatedly mentions: the Rapture.

--> Exhortations on the Rapture of believers to
meet the Lord as end markers ending each chap’rer':

1:10 - "..and to wait for his Son from heaven..'
2:19 - " in the presence of our Lord Jesus when he comes...

3. ]3 - "..when our Lord Jesus comes with all his holy ones."
4:16-18 - "..we who are still alive and are left will be caughf up with
fhem in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air.."”

5:23 - "..at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ."”

fat




The Rapture will be both a
comfort and a warning

1 Thessalonians 4:13-5:11



Christ's First Coming




Are you ready for his return?




Christ's Two Comings

FIRST COMING SECOND COMING

Laid in a manger Lands on a mountain

Came as alamb Comes as the Lord

Lowly and poor Lavish and powerful
Died for His enemies Death to His enemies

Tempted by Satan Traps Satan in bottomless pit

(CHURCH AGE)

Lived in a world of unrighteousness Leads the world in righteousness

Died for sins and rose again Directs and reigns

Ruth & Larry Moody; cited by Terry Hall, Bible Panorama, 117




"Pre-Trib" Rapture



The Rapture



Why should we look forward to
the Rapture with expectancy?




1. The Rapture helps
us grieve with

hope

(1 Thess 4:13-14).




"And now,
dear brothers
and sisters, we
want you to
know what will
happen to the

believers who
have died...”
(4:13a NLT).




Know about the future destiny of
believers who die (4:13a).




Grief is hard



Grief is the price we pay for love."

Queen ‘Elizabett 77




Being informed about believers

who have died will prevent us
from hopeless grief (4:13b).




"And now, dear
brothers and
sisters, we want
you to know what
will happen to the
believers who have

died so you will not
grieve like people
who have no hope”
(4:13 NLT).




CRLDIT. LIBLA




Five Stages of Grief

Active Acceptance
Receive . .
P Bargaining
news
Emotional
Response
Passive

Time



"And now, dear
brothers and
sisters, we want
you to know what
will happen to the
believers who have

died so you will not
grieve like people
who have no hope”
(4:13 NLT).




The Rapture




Christ's resurrection guarantees
the believer's resurrection (4:14).




"For since we believe
that Jesus died and
was raised to life
again, we also believe
that when Jesus

returns, God will bring
back with him the
believers who have
died"” (4:14 NLT).




The Implictions




1. The Rapture helps
us grieve with

hope

(1 Thess 4:13-14).




2. Christians who have died
will meet Christ in the air

before those living (4:15-17).




"We tell you this directly from the Lord: We
who are still living when the Lord returns will

not meet him ahead of those who have died"
(1 Thess 4:15 NLT).




Some future day
4 amazing events

will happen without

a moment's notice
(4:16-17)




Return

"For the Lord
himself will come
down from heaven
with a commanding
shout, with the voice
of the archangel, and
with the trumpet call
of God"”
(1 Thess 4:16a NLT).



Christ's Commanding Shout



Voice of the Archangel



The Trumpet Call of God



Resurrection

"First, the Christians
who have died will
rise from their

graves”
(1 Thess 4:16b NLT).




“The dead in
Christ will rise
first”

(1 Thess. 4:16b)







From rapturo, "to catch up" (Latin)

THE RAPTURE










Rapture Chaos




The Translation



Reunion

"Then we will be with the Lord forever™
(1 Thess 4:17b NLT).




3. Christ’s return helps us
encourage one another (4:18).




Why should we look forward to
the Rapture with expectancy?




The Rapture
gives hope and

encouragement
that he will

come for you.

Main ldea of
1 Thessalonians 4:13-18




We will join him In the clouds



1 Thessalonians 5
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Looks like I must
clarify some of
_ Their queries in The\
letter also.

|




After the Rapture...

comes the Tribulation...




"Now concerning
how and when all
this will happen,
dear brothers and
sisters, we don’t
really need to write

you. ?For you know
quite well that the
day of the Lord’s
return will come
unexpectedly, like a

thief in the night.”



"SWhen people are
saying, ‘Everything
is peaceful and
secure,’ then
disaster will fall on
them as suddenly as

a pregnant woman’s
labor pains begin.
And there will be no
escape”

(1 Thess 5:1-3 NLT).




"But you aren’t in the dark
about these things, dear
brothers and sisters, and you
won'’t be surprised when the
day of the Lord comes like a
thief. °For you are all children

of the light and of the day; we
don’t belong to darkness and
night. °So be on your guard,
not asleep like the others. Stay
alert and be clearheaded”
(1 Thess 5:4-6 NLT).




e
Encoura- | Defence Exhortation Clarifica- Lnstruc-
gement against to Persevere tion to tions for
to grow | opponents queries 9.°qu
living
Commen- | Conduct | Concern | Love Eschatology| Church
dation 2:1-16 2:17- 4:1-12 4:13-5:11 |Life 5:12-
1:1-10 3:13 ' 28

fat
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Healthy church life is where-each person fulfills his foles (5:12-28)/

I must include some
instructions in the
letter on how to lead
— a healthy church life.




“Brothers and sisters, we urge you to warn
those who are lazy. Encourage those who are
timid. Take tender care of those who are weak.

Be patient with everyone.”

1 Thessalonians 5:14 NLT



Be joyful (5:16).












Be honest
that while
the Spirit is
present, you

may have
quenched
him.




DO NOT QUENCH THE SPIRIT (1 THESS 5:19)

DO NOT QUENCH
THE SPIRIT







May God himself, the God of peace, sanctify
you through and through. May your whole
spirit, soul and body be kept blameless at the
coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. The one
who calls you is faithful, and he will do it.

1 Thessalonians 5:23-24




So...how about you?
Are you growing In your
relational and Bible skills?

3




Church




How can you be prepared
for the Rapture?

2 ways...




Main ldea

Be prepared for Christ’s

return with your money,
friends and Bible.

1 Thessalonians



l. Serve Jesus without greed
(1 Thess 1-3).




Il. Care about both people and
theology (1 Thess 4-5).
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He will definitely return




We will all give an account




The faithful will reign with Christ



"I've got time..."




Rev 3:11

Behold,
| COME

QUICKLY




"like a thief in the night”

1 Thessalonians 5:2



How to live?

Charles R. Swindoll, Contagious Christiantiy, 47
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