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God is not apathetic about you.




How can you
be responsive
to God’s heart for you?




Background to
2 Corinthians




2 Corinthians was written in AD 56

Thessalonica
Berea
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"To the remotest part of the earth” (Acts 1:8)
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Herd Mentality



Be Different




How should we

be different
from unbelievers?




How should we...
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...from unbelievers?



Main ldea

Be different by being

united, moral and selfless
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How can you
be responsive
to God’s heart for you?

a \Na\ls




Open your heart to...

your leaders
(1-7)

2 Corinthians



Corinth should open their
hearts to Paul since God cared
for them through him

(2 Cor 1-7).




2 Corinthians 1




2 Cor. 1:1-11

2 Cor. 1:1-11



2 Corinthians 2
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2 Corinthians 3




Contrasting the Covenants (2 Cor. 3—4)

Old Covenant
initiated by Moses (3:8)

New Covenant
initiated by Christ (3:4)

of the letter (3:6a)

of the Spirit (3:6a, 18b)

kills (3:6b, 7a)

gives life (3:6b)

engraved on stone (3:3b, 7a)

engraved on hearts (3:3b; Jer. 31:33)

glorious (3:7a)

more glorious (3:8, 10)

glory faded (3:7b, 11a, 13b)

glory ever-increases (3:11b, 18)

condemns men (3:9a)

brings righteousness (3:9b)

deception (3:13)

boldness (3:12)

veiled face of Moses (3:13b)

unveiled faces (3:13a, 18a)

veiled minds (3:14a)

unveiled minds (3:14b; 4:3-6)

veiled hearts (3:15)

unveiled hearts (3:16)

dullness (3:14a)

freedom (3:17)

Moses reflected God's glory

all believers reflect Son's glory (3:17)

non-transforming (3:7)

transforming (3:18)

lack of zeal (3:13)

confidence, steadfastness (3:4-5; 4:1)

deception (3:13)

sincerity (4:2)




2 Corinthians 4




Was Paul discouraged?



"Therefore we do not lose
heart. Though outwardly
we are wasting away, yet

inwardly we are being
renewed day by day”
(2 Cor. 4:16)




l. View your troubles
as frivial compared to
your rewards (4:17)







Invisible



See the invisible!

"So we fix our eyes

not on what is seen,

but on what is unseen.

For what is seen is temporary,
but what is unseen is eternal”
(2 Corinthians 4:18)



What is eternal?

1.God
2.God's Word
3.Souls of People




2 Corinthians 5




We will put away

"this present tent”
(2 Cor. 5:1)



New bodies



Is this a jJudgment to
determine salvation?

Or is it to reward believers?




we must all appear before the judgment seat
[bema] of Christ



The Bema is a Reward Seat




2 CORINTHIANS 5:17

Therefore, if anyone is in Christ
he is a new creation.
The old has passed away;
Behold, the new has come.



2 Corinthians 6




"l am asking you to respond as if
you were my own children. Open
your hearts to us!”

(2 Cor 6:13 NLT).
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What does 2 Cor. 6:14-7:1 mean?

"Don’'t team up with those who are
unbelievers. How can righteousness be
a partner with wickedness? How can
light live with darkness? 1"What
harmony can there be between Christ
and the devil? How can a believer be a
partner with an unbeliever? °*And what
union can there be between God's
temple and idols? For we are the temple
of the living God."




136 .

What does 2 Cor. 6:14-7:1 mean?

"As God said:
‘I will live in them
and walk among them.
| will be their God,
and they will be my people.
1"Therefore, come out from among
unbelievers, and separate yourselves

from them, says the Lord’ ;
(2 Cor. 6:16b-17)
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What does 2 Cor. 6:14-7:1 mean?

"Don’'t touch their filthy things,

and | will welcome you. 3And | will be
your Father, and you will be my sons
and daughters, says the Lord Almighty."

Because we have these promises, dear
friends, let us cleanse ourselves from
everything that can defile our body or
spirit. And let us work toward complete
holiness because we fear God"

(2 Cor. 6:17b-T7: 1) '
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What does 2 Cor. 6:14-7:1 mean?

"The direct commands to separate from
other people are always commands to
separate from unbelievers, not from
Christians with whom one disagrees...
The are no direct New Testament
commands to separate from Christians
with whom one has doctrinal
differences (unless those differences
involve such serious heresies that the
Christian faith itself is denied)."”

Wayne Grudem, Systematic Theology, 877




2 Corinthians 7




"Because we have these
promises, dear friends, let us
cleanse ourselves from
everything that can defile our
body or spirit. And let us work
toward complete holiness
because we fear God. ?2Please

open your hearts to us. We
have not done wrong to
anyone, nor led anyone astray,
nor taken advantage of anyone”
(2 Cor 7:1-2 NLT).




“I’'m not saying this to
condemn you. | said before
that you are in our hearts,
and we live or die together
with you. 4l have the
highest confidence in you,
and | take great pride In you.

You have greatly
encouraged me and made
me happy despite all our
troubles”
(2 Cor 7:3-4 NLT).




We should encourage our
spiritual leaders also.




How can you
be responsive
to God’s heart for you?




Open your heart to...

your leaders
(1-7)

those in need
(8-9)

2 Corinthians



Corinth should respond to
God’s care by giving to the
Jerusalem saints

(2 Cor 8-9).




2 Corinthians 8




A Revealing Checkbook...




Ron Blue on faking...

"You can't fake stewardship. Your
checkbook reveals all you really believe
about stewardship...your goals, priorities,
convictions, relationships, and even the use
of your time. A person who has been a
Christian even for a short while can fake
prayer, Bible study, evangelism, going to
church, and so on, but he can't fake what his
checkbook reveals™
(Ron Blue, Master Your Money, 20)




"Rich” in 2 Corinthians 8-9

Macedonia ]
« The Macedonians showed

“rich generosity" (8:2).
The Corinthians are said
to be rich through Christ
(8:9).
God promises that those
who fulfill certain

Corinth conditions "will be made
rich in every way" (9:11).

Paul redefines true wealth




The Macedonians gave way beyond

what their means could support
(8:1-3a)

"TAnd now, brothers, we want you to know
about the grace that God has given the
Macedonian churches. 20ut of the most
severe trial, their overflowing joy and their
extreme poverty welled up in rich
generosity. 3For | testify that they gave as
much as they were able, and even beyond
their ability."




Another example of generosity...

Christ also gave sacrificially by
laying aside His rights as God to
become human (8:8-9).

| am not commanding you, but | want to test
the sincerity of your love by comparing it
with the earnestness of others. °For you
know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ,
that though he was rich, yet for your sakes
he became poor, so that you through his
poverty might become rich.




The Three Principles

Procrastination
Proportion
Purpose




What if Jesus saw your
chequebook?




If | khew the exact amount God
wanted me to give, would | give it?




2 Corinthians 9




Sowing Lessons
2 Corinthians 9:6-15




Two questions on givizg:

90

How much? What results?

* Key Principle * Benefits



l. Principle: You decide how

much you want to get blessed
(9:6-7a).




A. God blesses you according to
how much you give (9:6).

6"Remember this—a
farmer who plants only a
few seeds will get a small
crop. But the one who
plants generously will get
a generous crop” (NLT).




Rule #1 of Agriculture...

Plant little, harvest little

Plant much, harvest much




B. How much you give is a personal
decision (9:7a).

"You must each decide in your heart
how much to give (NLT).

How much
should |
give?

/
\










2 Corinthians 10




Open your heart to...

your leaders

(1-7) God
(10-13)

those in need
(8-9)

2 Corinthians



Corinth should respond to
God’s care by submitting to
his authority

(2 Cor 10-13).




"Now |, Paul, appeal to you with the
gentleness and kindness of Christ—though |
realize you think | am timid in person and bold
only when | write from far away. ?Well, | am
begging you now so that when | come | won’t
have to be bold with those who think we act
from human motives" (2 Cor 10:1-2 NLT).




2 Corinthians 11




Paul's Sacrifices...

2 Corinthians 11:23-28 | have worked much
harder, been in prison more frequently, been

flogged more severely, and been exposed to
death again and again. ?*Five times |
received from the Jews the forty lashes

minus one. Three times | was beaten with
rods, once | was stoned, three times | was
shipwrecked, | spent a night and a day in the
open sea, %%l have been constantly on the
move. | have been in danger from rivers, in
danger from bandits, in danger from my own




Paul's Sacrifices...

countrymen, in danger from Gentiles; in
danger In the city, in danger in the country, in
danger at sea; and in danger from false
brothers. 47l have labored and toiled and
have often gone without sleep; | have known
hunger and thirst and have often gone
without food; | have been cold and naked.
28Besides everything else, | face daily the
pressure of my concern for all the churches.




2 Corinthians 12




“This boasting will do no good, but | must go
on. | will reluctantly tell about visions and
revelations from the Lord. 2l was caught up to
the third heaven fourteen years ago. Whether |
was in my body or out of my body, | don’t
know—only God knows. 3Yes, only God
knows whether | was in my body or outside

my body. But | do know “4that | was caught up
to paradise and heard things so astounding
that they cannot be expressed in words,
things no human is allowed to tell”
(2 Cor 12:1-4 NLT).




“That thing you most pray God would remove
in your life is what you most want to keep”
—Dr Don Sunukjian, DTS

“My grace is sufficient for you,
for my power is made perfect in weakness.”
—Jesus (2 Cor 12:9a)




« Meaning of Thorn

 What does these "thorn' refer to?

i. Spiritual Harassment
ii. Persecution
iii. Physical Ailment

« Lessons from Paul



2 Corinthians 13




“May the grace of the Lord Jesus
Christ, the love of God, and the
fellowship of the Holy Spirit be

with you all”

(2 Cor 13:14 NLT)







How can you
be responsive
to God’s heart for you?




Open your heart to...

your leaders

(1-7) God
(10-13)

the needy
)

Main Ildea of 2 Corinthians




Open your heart to...

your leaders

(1-7) God
(10-13)

those in need
(8-9)

Which relates most to you?



| can best open my heart to God by...

Applying 2 Corinthians
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