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American Couple Believing 'Evil Is A Make-Believe
Concept' Bike Through Territory Near Afghan
Border. ISIS Stabs Them To Death.






REPENTANCE?




Repent Means to Change Your Mind

Going from this... to this...
(unbelief) (belief)

You’re not God! You ARE God and
you died for ME!




How should you repent?

How should
you change
your mind
about evil,
Jesus, and your
sin?
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LAMENTATIONS
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Historical Background

» Directly after Jerusalem's destruction in 586 BC

» Davidic King - the Lord's anointed — deposed and exiled
» All but poorest exiled

» Temple desecrated and burned

> Perspective needed



Genre

Kings
» Concrete details
> Facts

Lamentations

» Vivid sensory imagery

» dates and names lacking
» no sequential ordering

» verse not prose

» no names for the slain

» no private grief shown
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Name and Place

Hebrew Title
* Heb: "eka"
 Eng: "How terrible! Alas!™

Five Scrolls Feast Read:
1. Lamentations 9th of Ab

2. Ruth Pentecost
3. Ecclesiastes Tabernacles
4. Song of Songs Passover

5. Esther Purim
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Note: The
Hebrew
alphabet has
22 consonants

A A
B B
C C




Chiastic Structure

2 3 4

Jeremiah's
Response

Judgment <=

Jerusalem's Remnant
Desolation i Response




Emotions of and Reasons for the Fall




Lamentations 1




Emotions of and Reasons for the Fall




Lamentations 1 Hebrew Acrostic




"[Alas!] How deserted lies the city,

_—< once so full of people!

- How like a widow is she,
who once was great among the nations!

She who was queen among the provinces
as now become a slave.
éitterly she weeps at night,
= "B™téars are upon her cheeks.
Among all her lovers there is none to comfort her.

All her friends have betrayed her;
they have become her enemies.

ming] after affliction and harsh labor,
.. Judah has gone into exile.
= "C" She dwells among the nations;
she finds no resting place.
All who pursue her have overtaken her
in the midst of her distress”
(Lamentations 1:1-3 NIV adapted).



"The roads to
Jerusalem are in

mourning,
for crowds no longer
come to celebrate the
festivals.
The city gates are

silent,
her priests groan,
her young women are
crying—
how bitter is her fate!"
(Lam 1:4 NLT).




"Her oppressors
have become her
masters,

and her enemies
prosper,

for the LORD has
punished Jerusalem

for her many sins.
Her children

have been captured
and taken away to
distant lands”

(Lam 1:5 NLT).




"All the majesty of beautiful Jerusalem
has been stripped away.

Her princes are like starving deer
searching for pasture.

They are too weak to run

from the pursuing enemy"”

(Lam 1:6 NLT).
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Parallels between Lamentations

and Deuteronomy

1:3 She dwells among the 28:65 Among those nations you will find no
nations; she finds no resting repose, no resting place for the sole
place. of your foot.

1:5 Her foes have become her 28:44 He will be the head, but you will be
masters. the tail.

1:5 Her children have gone into 28:32 Your sons and daughters will be
exile, captive before the foe. given to another nation.

1:6 In weakness they have fled 28:25 The LORD will cause you to be
before the pursuer. defeated before your enemies. You
will come at them from one direction
but flee from them in seven.

1:18 My young men and maidens 28:41 You will have sons and daughters
have gone into exile. but you will not keep them, because
they will go into captivity.
Bible Knowledge Commentary, 1:1209



"He has sent fire from heaven that burns in
my bones. He has placed a trap in my path
and turned me back. He has left me
devastated, racked with sickness all day long"
(Lam 1:12 NLT).




Emotions of and Reasons for the Fall




Lamentations 2




Emotions of and Reasons for the Fall




"The Lord in his anger
has cast a dark shadow over beautiful
Jerusalem.

The fairest of Israel's cities lies in the dust,
thrown down from the heights of heaven.
In his day of great anger,
the Lord has shown no mercy even to his

Temple"” (Lam 2:1 NLT).




"Without mercy the Lord has destroyed
every home in Israel.
In his anger he has broken down
the fortress walls of beautiful Jerusalem.

He has brought them to the ground,
dishonoring the kingdom and its rulers™
(Lam 2:2 NLT).




"All the strength of Israel
vanishes beneath his fierce anger.
The Lord has withdrawn his protection
as the enemy attacks.

He consumes the whole land of Israel
like a raging fire"

(Lam 2:3 NLT).
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Parallels between Lamentations

and Deuteronomy

2:15 All who pass your way 28:37 You will become a thing of horror
clap their hands at you; and an object of scorn and ridicule to
they scoff and shake their all the nations where the LORD will
heads at the Daughter of drive you.

Jerusalem.

2:20 Should women eat their 28:53 Because of the suffering that your
offspring, the children they enemy will inflict on you during the
have cared for? siege, you will eat the fruit of the

womb, the flesh of the sons and
daughters the LORD your God has
given you.

2:21 Young and old lie together 28:50 ...afierce-looking nation without
in the dust of the streets. respect for the old or pity for the

young.
Bible Knowledge Commentary, 1:1209



@wﬁ Prophetic Curses E
N Why?

Deut 28 Exile




"Is this the city that was called
the perfection of beauty,
the joy of the whole earth?"

Lamentations 2:15 (NIV)



Emotions of and Reasons for the Fall




Lamentations 3




Emotions of and Reasons for the Fall




Chapter 3 is a Model of Confession




Lamentations 1 Hebrew Acrostic




Lamentations 3 Hebrew Acrostic




"l am the one who has seen the afflictions
that come from the rod of the LORD's anger.
2He has led me into darkness,
shutting out all light.
3He has turned his hand against me
again and again, all day long"
(Lam 3:1-3 NLT).




"He has made my skin and flesh grow old.
He has broken my bones.
>He has besieged and surrounded me
with anguish and distress.
®He has buried me in a dark place,

like those long dead”
(Lam 3:4-6 NLT).




"He has walled me in, and | cannot escape.
He has bound me in heavy chains.
8 And though | cry and shout,
he has shut out my prayers.
9He has blocked my way with a high stone
wall;
he has made my road crooked"

(Lam 3:7-9 NLT).




"l remember my affliction and my wandering,
the bitterness and the gall.
20] well remember them,
and my soul is downcast within me.
21¥Y et this | call to mind
and therefore | have hope:
22Because of the LORD's great love

we are not consumed,
for his compassions never fail.
23They are new every morning;
great is your faithfulness.
24] say to myself, 'The LORD is my portion;
therefore | will wait for him"™
(Lam 3:19-24 NLT).




"The LORD is good
to those whose hope is in him,
to the one who seeks him;
26it is good to wait quietly
for the salvation of the LORD.
271t is good for a man to bear the yoke

while he is young.
23_et him sit alone in silence,
for the LORD has laid it on him.
29et him bury his face in the dust—
there may yet be hope.”
(Lam 3:25-29 NLT)




Great is Thy

Faithfulness
(Lamentations 3:22-23)




Great is Thy faithfulness!
Greabis i iy sitkifeiness!2/6
Morning by morning new mercies | see!
All | have needed
Thy hand hath provided,;

Great is Thy faithfulness,
Lord, unto me!




Greatsankhgrfadéiviness 3/6

and springtime and harvest,
Sun, moon and stars
In thelr courses above

Join with all nature in manifold witnhess
To Thy great faithfulness,
mercy and love




Great is Thy faithfulness!
Gregbis id My alh Stlnessi4/6
Morning by morning new mercies | see!
All | have needed
Thy hand hath provided,;

Great is Thy faithfulness,
Lord, unto me!




Great is Thy faithfulness 5/6

Pardon for sin and
a peace that endureth;
Thine own dear presence

to cheer and to guide.
Strength for today
and bright hope for tomorrow;
Blessings all mine,
with ten thousand beside!




Great is Thy faithfulness!
Gregikls ﬂ;hmkahmumﬁlfi
Morning by morning new mercies | see!
All | have needed
Thy hand hath provided,;

Great is Thy faithfulness,
Lord, unto me!




Emotions of and Reasons for the Fall
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Lamentations 4




Emotions of and Reasons for the Fall




"How the gold has lost its luster!
Even the finest gold has become dull.
The sacred gemstones
lie scattered in the streets!”
(Lam 4:1 NLT).




"See how the precious children of Jerusalem,
worth their weight in fine gold,
are now treated like pots of clay
made by a common potter”
(Lam 4:2 NLT).




"Even the jackals feed their young,
but not my people Israel.
They ignore their children's cries,
like ostriches In the desert"
(Lam 4:3 NLT).




"Not a king in all the earth—
no one in all the world—

would have believed that an enemy
could march through the gates of Jerusalem.
13Yet it happened because of the sins of her
prophets and the sins of her priests,
who defiled the city

by shedding innocent blood"
(Lam 4:12-13 NLT).




"Our king—the LORD’s anointed, the very life
of our nation— was caught in their snares.
We had thought that his shadow
would protect us against any nation on earth!™
(Lam 4:20 NLT).
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Contrasts Between Edom & Israel in
Lamentations 4:21-22

Present Future
Condition Condition

Fall of

Edom Jerusalem Israel

Rejoicing—» Restored
Israel ~ Edom
Punished P

unished

Bible Knowledge Commentary, 1:1221




Emotions of and Reasons for the Fall
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Lamentations 5




Emotions of and Reasons for the Fall




"LORD, remember what has happened to us.
See how we have been disgraced!
2 Our inheritance has been turned over to
strangers, our homes to foreigners.
3We are orphaned and fatherless.

Our mothers are widowed"
(Lam 5:1-3 NLT).




"We have to pay for water to drink,
and even firewood is expensive.
°>Those who pursue us are at our heels;
we are exhausted but are given no rest.
® We submitted to Egypt and Assyria
to get enough food to survive.
"Our ancestors sinned, but they have died—

and we are suffering the punishment they
deserved!” (Lam 5:4-7 NLT).




"Slaves have now become our masters;
there is no one left to rescue us.
9We hunt for food at the risk of our lives,
for violence rules the countryside.

19 The famine has blackened our skin

as though baked in an oven™
(Lam 5:8-10 NLT).




"Our enemies rape the women in Jerusalem
and the young girls in all the towns of Judah.
12 Qur princes are being hanged by their
thumbs, and our elders are treated with
contempt.
13Young men are led away to work at
millstones, and boys stagger under heavy

loads of wood.

14 The elders no longer sit in the city gates;
the young men no longer dance and sing.
15 Joy has left our hearts;
our dancing has turned to mourning"”
(Lam 5:11-15 NLT).




"The garlands have fallen from our heads.
Weep for us because we have sinned.
170ur hearts are sick and weary,
and our eyes grow dim with tears.
18 For Jerusalem is empty and desolate,

a place haunted by jackals™
(Lam 5:16-18 NLT).




"But LORD, you remain the same forever!
Your throne continues from generation to
generation.

20 Why do you continue to forget us?
Why have you abandoned us for so long?
21 Restore us,

O LORD, and bring us back to you again!

Give us back the joys we once had!
22 Or have you utterly rejected us?
Are you angry with us still?"
(Lam 5:19-22 NLT).




Emotions of and Reasons for the Fall










How should you repent?

How should
you change
your mind
about evil,
Jesus, and your
sin?




Main Idea

Be repentant over your sin by

changing your mind to view
sin as God does.

Lamentations



Emotions of and Reasons for the Fall




American Couple Believing 'Evil Is A Make-Believe
Concept' Bike Through Territory Near Afghan
Border. ISIS Stabs Them To Death.
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Just trust me.

—God







Get this presentation and script for free!
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