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How to find a
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Why church?

Learn?
Sing?

Fellowship?




Why church?

Learn?
Sing?

Fellowship? Serve?




Why does God restore us?




God delivers us from our
bondage to worship him.

Main Idea to Apply Ezra



Israel messed up.

The Jews needed restoration.

Only God could restore them.

»




Two 70-Year

People
Exile
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- Temple

Exile

"This entire land will become a desolate wasteland. Israel and
her neighboring lands will serve the king of Babylon for
seventy years. 12Then, after the seventy years of captivity are
over, | will punish the king of Babylon and his people for their
sins,” says the LORD. | will make the country of the

Babylonians a wasteland forever"
(Jer. 25:11-12).
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Isaiah 9:6-7
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JUDAH IS PRESERVED!
WHY?

Because Messiah was long prophesied t
appear‘through the tribe of Judah.

Handbook pg. 37-38
8.0.03d.57

|
|
é
0




2 Kings 25:21
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The Ancient City of Babylon

Euphrates River

Hanging Gardens of Babylon
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Jer. 29:10; Ezra 3:8; Neh. 2:5-6

CAPTIVITY

APTIVITY

70 Years
3 Treks

".IEW I

"SYNAGOGUE"

Handbook pg. 37-38
©2006 TBBMI 9.65.03d. 61 3







Why does God restore us?

. Why them? + Why us?




. God delivered the Jewish
exiles to worship him.

The Book of Ezra
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Ezra 1 through 2
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Ezra 1:4

50,000 RETURNED!

BUT MANY MORE
STAYED BEHIND
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Jer. 29; Ezra 3; Neh. 2

7 ZERUBBABEL
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Cyrus the Great Conquers Babylon

“In the first year of King Cyrus of Persia [538
BC], the LORD fulfilled the prophecy he had
given through Jeremiah [25:11-12]. He stirred
the heart of Cyrus to put this proclamation in
writing and to send it throughout his
kingdom" (Ezra 1:1 NLT).




Decree
of Cyrus

"This is what Cyrus king of Persia
says: 'The LORD, the God of heaven,
has given me all the kingdoms of the

earth and he has appointed me to
build a temple for him at Jerusalem in
Judah. 3Any of his people among you
may go up to Jerusalem in Judah and

build the temple of the LORD, the God
of Israel, the God who is in Jerusalem,
and may their God be with them. *And
in any locality where survivors may
now be living, the people are to
provide them with silver and gold, with
goods and livestock, and with freewill
offerings for the temple of God in
Jerusalem' " (Ezra 1:2-4 nLT).




The Persian Empire

The Persian Empire in the 5% century BC
extended "from India and Ethiopia” (Esther 1:1

The boundaries of the empire that Cyrus Il initiated
and Darius | consolidated stretched from Greece to India




But WHY

was a return to the land

of Israel so important?




Borders of the Land
Promised to Abraham

Genesis 15:18

On that day the LORD made a
covenant with Abram, saying, "To
your offspring I give this land, from
the river of Egypt to the great river,
the river Euphrates” (ESV)
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Bethlehem aerial from north near Jerusalem






Chronology of the Captivity
Temple's
Desolation
986-516

50 years
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70 years

Judgments = 70 years
Bondage = 50 years (586-536)




Chronology of the Captivity

Temple's
Desolation
586-516
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Chronology- of Ezra-Nehemiah

Ezra (457- Nehemiah
444) (444-430)

457 444
Haggai & Esther Malachi 432

Zechariah 520 479-473

430
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Ezra's Correlation with Esther
Restoring the Temple and People

Temple People
Zerubbabel o Ezra
Ezra 1-6 = Ezra 7-10
50,000 Return m 5,000 Return
Survival 3 Revival
Working F- Worshipping
538-516 BC (22 Years) ﬁ 458-457 BC (1 Year)
External Opposition: Samaritans g Internal Opposition: Intermarriage
Return Rebuilding 5 Return Restoration
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Ezra: Temple/People

Walk Through The Bible ©1989



Zerubbabel's Temple

The Bible Visual Resource Book, 95

|

Key Word

Key Verse

"“... for a brief moment, the LORD our God has
been gracious in leaving us a remnant and giving

us a firm place in his sanctuary, and so our God

gives light to our eyes and a little relief in our
bondage" (Ezra 9:8)
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Characteristics

C. The restoration to the land under Ezra & Nehemiah related
directly to God's purposes for Israel as stated in the promise to
Abraham (Gen. 12:1-3).

2. Relationship to the Abrahamic Covenant

a) God promised Abraham that his descendants would
occupy the land from the River of Egypt to the Euphrates
(Gen. 15:18), yet Israel in Babylon was living outside of
these boundaries. The nation needed to return to the land.

b) The Messiah had already been prophesied to be born in
Bethlehem (Micah 5:2).

c) Intermarriage threatened the purity of the Davidic line to
fulfill the seed promises originally given to Abraham.




292

Synthesis

Restoring the temple and people

Partial fulfiliment of land promise

1-6 Temple-Zerubbabel

People-Ezra



NEHEMIAH

Rebuilding
1-6

Zerubbabel
537







The altar was rebuilt first (Ezra 3:1-6)







God's work was opposed (4:1-2)




Opposition Timeline (Ezra 4) 232 & 342

Under Under
Cyrus Artaxerxes
536-520 BC +460 BC

N 20

Chart of Old Testament Kings and Prophets
John C. Whitcomb, 4% rev. ed., Winona Lake, IN: BMH Books, 1962, 1968, p. 2







God's work is always opposed
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Ezra's Correlation with Esther
Restoring the Temple and People

Temple People
Zerubbabel o Ezra
Ezra 1-6 = Ezra 7-10
50,000 Return m 5,000 Return
Survival 3 Revival
Working - Worshipping
538-516 BC (22 Years) ﬁ 458-457 BC (1 Year)
External Opposition: Samaritans Z'; Internal Opposition: Intermarriage
Return Rebuiliing 5 Return Restoration
1-2 7-8 9-10

Qualifications  Returnees Inter- Divorces
marriage .
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Decree Returnees Begins QoJ 1] Ends
1 2 3 4:1-6:12 6:13-22






Temple Completion in 516 BC
(Ezra 6:15)




Outline SEE

l. Ezra 1-6: The rebuilding of the temple in the
first return under Zerubbabel with 50,000 Jews
encourages the remnant to worship only at the
temple because of God's faithfulness in fulfilling
His promise of restoration (538 BC).







Which is more important?

Hardware? Software?




Which is more important?

Hardware? Software?

Rebuild Temple Rebuild People




Which is more important?

Presence of Submission to
the Spirit? the Spirit?




Outline 292:294

l. Ezra 1-6: The rebuilding of the temple in the
first return under Zerubbabel with 50,000 Jews
encourages the remnant to worship only at the
temple because of God's faithfulness in fulfilling
His promise of restoration (538 BC).

Il. Ezra 7-10: The reformation of the people in
the second return under Ezra with 5,000 Jews is
recorded to encourage the remnant to fulfill its
covenant obligations on the basis of God's
mercy (458 BC).




"For Ezra had devoted
himself to the study
and observance of the
Law of the LORD, and
to teaching its decrees
and laws In Israel”
(Ezra 7:10 NIV).



NEHEMIAH

Rebuilding
1-6

Redirecting
7-10

Zerubbabel
537

Ezra

457







Leadership for Revival (Ezra 8:15-20)




Ezra
proclaims
a fast

(Ezra 8:21)







Internal Opposition (Ezra 9)







Public Confession of Sin (Ezra 10)
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God Approved Divorce under Ezra?

Issue: How could God approve of divorce here when He elsewhere

disapproves of it and even says clearly, "I hate divorce" (Mal.
2:16; cf. Matt. 19:8)?

« The text doesn't specifically say that God approved of divorce.
One solution could have been for the 113 men to leave the
community with their families. However, for the sake of
argument, the other reasons helow are offered...

« The account serves to illustrate that maintaining the purity of
the covenant people of God was more important than even
keeping some individual families intact.

« Although 113 men may seem to be a small number, since this
included leaders of the people, the intermarriage was certainly
going to spread further to all the common people as had
happened in the Jewish community in Egypt & the kingdom of
Israel to the north.




This small beginning led to the first century AD
restoration of Jerusalem




Why does God restore us?




Il. God delivers us from our
bondage to worship him.

Ezra for Us



God knows how horrible slavery
to false gods is for us.

Breaking free




Do you need to be restored
from your slavery to sin?

“THE WORSHIP EVOLUTION”

ADAPTED FROM EDGAR WINTER

PHASE 1 PHASE 2 PHASE 3 PHASE 4 PHASE 5 PHASE 6

True Worship, Dependence on God Disposition Independence, Indisposition, Idolatry,
Purity & Transparency, & His Favor & Service Personal Interests, Self-Service & Self-Worship &
Prudence & Dignity with a Grateful Heart & Change in Vision Self-Satisfaction Ungrateful Heart




Why does God restore us?




God transforms

)

Main Ildea of Ezra




. God delivered the Jewish
exiles to worship him.

The Book of Ezra
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Summary Statement

The restorations of the temple and
people to the land under Zerubbabel
and Ezra record God's faithfulness
and mercy in fulfilling His promise of
restoration fo encourage the remnant
in true temple worship and covenant
obedience.




Il. God delivers us from our
bondage to worship him.

Ezra for Us



My Journey in Worship




What would change in your
life if your chief reason to live
were to worship?




Application

Restoration to God
for the repentant

believer requires
action.
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