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1 Kings

Division of the Kingdom

Late United Kingdom Early Divided Kingdom
Chapters 1-11 Chapters 12—-22
Solomon Split
Mostly Obedience Mostly Disobedience
Yahweh Worship Idol Worship
Kingdom in Tranquility Kingdoms in Turmoil
Single Capital: Jerusalem Israel’s Capital: Samaria
Judah’s Capital: Jerusalem
40 Years 80 Years
(971-931 BC) (931-852 BC)
Established: Rise: Decline: “J & R” Other Ahab vs. Other
Purging Obedience Disobedience Kings Kings Elijah Kings
1-2 3-8 9-11 12-14 15:1- 16:29- 22:41-53
16:28 22:40

Key Word: Division

Key Verse: “But | will not take the whole kingdom out of Solomon’s hand; | have made him ruler all
the days of his life for the sake of David my servant, whom | chose and who observed
my commands and statutes. | will take the kingdom from his son’s hands and give you
[Jeroboam] ten tribes” (1 Kings 11:34-35).

Summary Statement:

Solomon’s prosperity from loyalty to the Law ends in disobedience that causes the division of the
kingdom with mostly evil kings in Israel and Judah to remind Judah of God's loyalty to the Davidic
Covenant and its own need to obey the Law.

Application:
The test of a true servant of God is the ability to end well.

Discerning people of God learn from the mistakes of their predecessors and do not repeat these sins
themselves.
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1 Kings

Introduction

. Title Firstand Second Kings originally comprised only one book in the Hebrew canon called "Kings" (z'5%1)
after the first word in 1:1 ("Now King"; 75»m). However, this single scroll was arbitrarily divided in the
Septuagint (250 BC) since the Greek required a greater amount of scroll space. The Septuagint titles were
Third and Fourth Kingdoms (since 1 and 2 Samuel were designated 1 and 2 Kingdoms). Jerome called 1
and 2 Kings "The Book of the Kings" about six centuries later. These titles are appropriate as these books
record and interpret the reign of every king of Israel and Judah except Saul (David has brief mention in 1
Kings 1:1-2:12).

Il. Authorship

A. External Evidence: Jewish tradition ascribes the authorship of the Books of Kings to Jeremiah, and this
gains weight from literary parallels between this record and the prophecy of Jeremiah.

B. Internal Evidence: The prophetic-like descriptions of Israel's apostasy indicate that the author was a
prophet/historian. Also, this compiler had several historical documents at his fingertips: “the book of the
acts of Solomon” (1 Kings 11:41), “the book of the chronicles of the kings of Israel” (1 Kings 14:19), and
“the book of the chronicles of the kings of Judah” (1 Kings 14:29; 15:7). These books may be attributed
to the official secretary Shebna and/or the official recorder Joah, son of Asaph (2 Kings 18:18; cf. Isa.
36:11). Parallels between 2 Kings 18-20 and Isaiah 36—39 also reveal that Isaiah's scroll also was a
source. No firm evidence exists to refute the tradition that Jeremiah authored the Book of Kings.

Ill. Circumstances

A. Date: Three lines of evidence indicate that First Kings and even most of Second Kings were written
before the Babylonian Captivity (586 BC). The ark still resided in Solomon's temple (1 Kings 8:8), Israel
was still in rebellion against Judah (1 Kings 12:19), and Samaria's idolatry persisted even after its
resettlement (2 Kings 17:34, 41). However, the final two chapters of Second Kings record up to 26
years after this captivity and may have been recorded by a Jewish captive in Babylon or by Jeremiah
himself, who would have been at least 84 years old.

First Kings covers a period of history totaling 120 years, beginning in 971 BC with the inauguration of
Solomon and ending in 852 BC near the end of Ahaziah's reign. The year 931 BC marks the most
significant date when Solomon's kingdom split into the northern nation of Israel and the southern
kingdom of Judah after his death.

Second Kings picks up at 852 BC and traces the account through the falls of Samaria (722 BC) and
Jerusalem (586 BC) until the release of Jehoiachin in Babylon in 560 Bc—a period of over 293 years.

B. Recipients: The Book of Kings was written to the remaining kingdom of Judah before (1 Kings 1-2 Kings
23) and after (2 Kings 24-25) its own exile in Babylon.

C. Occasion: Jeremiah's prophecy and Lamentations record his eyewitness account of Babylon's siege and
destruction of Jerusalem for the nation's sins. In addition to his own prophetic word, the Holy Spirit
moved him to record an historical compilation to give the context and justification for God's judgments on
these two nations. The leaders and the people sinned through ungodliness and idolatry, and, true to the
curses of Deuteronomy 28, God gave them the consequences of their disobedience. Therefore, the
purpose of the record is to show how the welfare of Israel and Judah depended upon the faithfulness of
the king and people to the covenant of Moses to teach the exiles to learn from the past mistakes of their
ancestors. In large part this purpose was accomplished in history as Israel has not since the Captivity
had a problem with idolatry.

IV. Characteristics
A. The Books of Kings record more national leaders than any book in Scripture.

B. Kings and Chronicles overlap in their records of the kingdom era, but have some notable differences in
emphasis (Constable, BKC, 1:484; Merrill, BKC, 1:591; Zuck, BTOT, 162):
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Kings Chronicles

Kings of... Israel and Judah Judah (almost exclusively)

Elements Royal/prophetic Priestly (temple and worship)
Evaluation Based on Mosaic Law Based on David/worship of Yahweh
Purpose Ethical: Judging both nations Covenant: Blessing Judah due to David
Author Jeremiah the prophet/priest Ezra the priest

Faith Man's faithlessness God's faithfulness

Outlook Negative: rebellion/tragedy Positive: hope amidst apostasy/tragedy
Recipients Exilic Jews (ca. 560 BC) Postexilic Jews (ca. 440 BC)
Chronology 971-586 BC 1011-538 BC

Emphasis Political: emphasizes the throne Spiritual: emphasizes the temple
Content Historical Theological

Attributes God's justice God's grace

Protagonist Human responsibility Divine sovereignty

Memory Acronym: KEEP A FORCE CAP (using the first letters of each category above)

C. Reconciling the chronology of the kings in Kings and Chronicles perplexed scholars for centuries until
the work of Seventh-day Adventist scholar Edwin R. Thiele (pronounced Teé-lee) in the 20th century.
His books, A Chronology of the Hebrew Kings (Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1977) and especially The
Mysterious Numbers of the Hebrew Kings (rev. ed.; Chicago: Univ. of Chicago Press, 1983), have
insightfully answered several chronological difficulties, particularly of Judah (Constable, BKC, 1:484).
Thiele notes that differences in dating can be attributed to various factors (cf. OTS, 231-32):

1. Co-regencies and vice-regencies often answer how chronologies overlap.

2. Judah and Israel used two different methods to determine when a king's reign began, and both
nations changed these methods at least once!

3. Judah and Israel used different calendars, beginning their years at different times!

4. The names of kings can often be confusing:
a. Some kings had the same name (two kings had the names Jeroboam, Jehoram, Jehoahaz,
Ahaziah, etc.). Once two kings with the same name even reigned simultaneously (Jehorams of
both Israel and Judah)!

b. Two different names sometimes referred to the same king (e.g., Uzziah = Azariah, Abijah =
Abijam, Joram = Jehoram, Joash = Jehoash).

c. Also, 24 of the 39 kings had names beginning with "A" or "J."

Therefore, the chronologies are very difficult to harmonize exactly; however, in most cases the various
systems differ by only one or two years.
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D. One difficult verse is 1 Kings 4:21, which states, “And
Solomon ruled over all the kingdoms from the River to
the land of the Philistines, as far as the border of Egypt.
These countries brought tribute and were Solomon’s
subjects all his life.” Is this the fulfillment of the promise
to Abraham in Genesis 15:18 that his descendants
would possess the land from the Wadi of Egypt to the
Euphrates River (modern Iraq)? The following shows
that this was only a partial fulfillment of this promise so
that a future, full fulfilment yet awaits us:

1. God clarified this promise to Abraham in Ezekiel by
saying that this covenant with Jerusalem is an
eternal covenant (Gen. 17:8; cf. Ezek. 16:1, 60).

2. Solomon only collected tribute from these areas,
which is different than saying that Israel possessed
this land and lived in it (I will give this land,” Gen.

15:18).
71 o city
3. The time of fulfillment is after exile and national Hé. s Fpia o
repentance (Deut. 30:2, 6, 8, 10; Jer. 17:24-27;18:7- | ¥ 0 adiaw &
10) that would take place after the return from [ B4 £ 5 e oty st
Babylon (Zech. 10:9-10), which was long after S LY . W

Solomon’s time. This will not occur until the Second
Coming of Christ (Rom. 11:26-27).

Argument

The Book of 1 Kings records the first part of the history of the kings of Israel and Judah but does so with a
purpose. The author's motive seems to be an ethical one—to convince his readers from the lessons of the past
that God blesses obedience to his covenant but judges disobedience. This is observable in the greater part of
the reign of Solomon (1 Kings 1-11), who prospers in a United Kingdom as he obeys (1 Kings 1-8) but loses the
kingdom after his sins of materialism, intermarriage, and especially idol worship (1 Kings 9-11). After the
kingdom divides, both the north and the south experience instability and division depending on the obedience of
each king (1 Kings 12—22). The book also shows God's commitment to the Davidic Covenant through Solomon
and the kings of Judah who retain only one dynasty in contrast to the four dynasties of the northern kingdom that
do not possess the promise of the Davidic Covenant.

Synthesis
Early divided kingdom covenant disobedience Division of the Kingdom
1-11 Solomon's prosperity from obedience
1-2 Establishment
1 Anointed king
Purges opposition
3-8 Rise: obedience
3 Wisdom
4 Administration
5-8 Temple
9-11 Decline: disobedience
9:1-9 Davidic Covenant reaffirmed
9:10-11:8 Disobedience

11:9-43 Judgment: Opposition & Rehoboam
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12-22 Early divided kingdom Key to Morality of Kings
12-14 Jeroboam/Rehoboam | = Israel (all bad kings)
12:1-24 Division over work J = Judah (good kings in bold)
12:25-14:20 Jeroboam (1; I)—idolatry (1) = Israel dynasties
14:21-31 Rehoboam (J)-idolatry
15:1-8 Abijam (Abijah; J)
15:9-24 Asa (J)
15:25-26 Nadab (1)
15:27-16:7 Baasha (2; 1)
16:8-14 Elah (1)
16:15-20 Zimri (3; 1)
16:21-28 Omri (4; 1)
16:29-22:40 Ahab (1) vs. Elijah/Micaiah
16:29-34 Idolatry/Baal worship
17-19 Judgment (YHWH is God!)
17 Drought vs. ravens/widow
18 Mt. Carmel
19 Murder thwarted vs. God's protection
20 Victory over Syria
21 Naboth
22:1-40 Death at Ramoth-Gilead
22:41-50 Jehoshaphat (J)
22:51-53 Ahaziah (1)

Outline

Summary Statement for the Book

Solomon’s prosperity from loyalty to the Law ends in disobedience that causes the division of the
kingdom with mostly evil kings in Israel and Judah to remind Judah of God's loyalty to the Davidic
Covenant and its own need to obey the Law.

. The end of Solomon’s united and prosperous kingdom due to his idolatry reminds Judah of
God's loyalty to the Davidic Covenant and its need to obey the Law (1 Kings 1-11; 971-931 BC).

A. The establishment of Solomon as king in his anointing and purging the kingdom of rivals
confirmed God's loyalty to the Davidic Covenant (1 Kings 1-2).

1. Solomon’s anointing as king in response to his brother Adonijah's plot to seize the kingship
verifies God's transfer of the Davidic Covenant from David to Solomon (1 Kings 1).

2. Solomon purged opposition to the throne in obedience to David's charge before his death to
establish the kingdom in his hands (1 Kings 2).

a) David charged Solomon to obey the Law and execute rivals to his throne before his
death (2:1-12).

b)  Solomon purged the kingdom of four competitors (2:13-46).

(1) Adonijah died trying to steal the kingdom by marrying David's attendant Abishag
(2:13-25).

(2) Abiathar's priesthood transferred to Zadok to fulfill the prophecy that Eli's line of
priests would be cut off, thus showing God faithful to his word (2:26-27; cf. 1 Sam.
2:30-35).

(3) Joab was executed for conspiring with Adonijah and killing Abner and Amasa (2:28-
35; cf. 2 Sam. 3:22-30; 20:8-10).

(4) Shimei was executed for disobeying Solomon's exile on him and for cursing David
(2:36-46).

B. The rise of Solomon as king shows God's blessing upon him as the legitimate heir to the Davidic
Covenant promises to instruct Israel in the benefits of following the Law (1 Kings 3-8).
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1.

Solomon's wisdom granted by God for obeying the Law and shown by judging between two
prostitutes shows that God made him the rightful heir of the Davidic Covenant (1 Kings 3).

2. Solomon's administration through chief officials, governors, and officers receives
international acclaim due to his great wisdom instructs Israel in the benefits of following the
Law (1 Kings 4).
3. Solomon's temple was constructed, dedicated, and filled with God’s glory to affirm God's
blessing on his obedience (1 Kings 5-8).
a) Construction of the temple took seven years and employed thousands of Hiram's men
and 213,000 Israelite workmen (1 Kings 5-6)!
b) In contrast, construction of Solomon's much larger palace took 13 years (7:1-12)!
Solomon’s... Temple (1 Kings 6:1-2) Palace (1 Kings 7:1-2)
Height 30 cubits (13.5 meters) 30 cubits (13.5 meters)
Width 20 cubits (9 meters) 50 cubits (23 meters)
Length 60 cubits (27 meters) 100 cubits (46 meters)
Construction 966-959 BC (7 years; 1 Kings 6:38) 959-946 BC (13 years; cf. Hag. 1:2-4)
Location Rock of Moriah: place where Abraham Just south of the temple, which was next
offered Isaac (Gen. 22:14), later the to the palace of Pharaoh’s daughter, wife
threshing floor of Araunah (2 Sam. of Solomon (2 Chron. 8:11)
24:16), and later the temple (1 Chron.
22:1; 2 Chron. 3:1)
c) Temple furnishings were built and brought into the temple (7:13-51).
d) After the return of the ark and Shekinah glory, Solomon dedicated the temple with a
message and prayer which met both God's and the people's approval (1 Kings 8).
C. The decline of Solomon from disobeying the Mosaic Covenant resulted in God opposing him and

granting him only one tribe of his entire kingdom for a godless son (1 Kings 9-11).

1.

The LORD reaffirmed the Davidic Covenant to Solomon at the height of his life with a stern
warning not to forsake the Mosaic Covenant (9:1-9).

Despite his great wisdom, splendor, and God's warning, Solomon disobeyed the Law (9:10—
11:8).

a) He tried to pay Hiram 20 Israelite towns contrary to the Law (9:10-14; cf. Josh 1:3-4).
b) He enslaved Canaanites rather than exterminating them (9:15-28; cf. Exod 23:31-33).
¢) He amassed wealth contrary to the Law (10:1-25; cf. Deut 17:17b).

d) He multiplied horses contrary to the Law (10:26-29; cf. Deut 17:16).
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e) He intermarried with foreigners contrary to the Law (11:1-2; cf. Exod 34:15-16).
f)  He multiplied wives contrary to the Law (11:3; cf. Deut 17:17a).

g) He worshipped pagan gods and built them altars contrary to the Law (11:4-8; cf. Exod
34:15-16).

3. God disciplined Solomon’s disobedience to the Law by opposition and succession of his
godless son Rehoboam who would rule only one tribe (11:9-43).

a) The LORD promised to judge Solomon's disobedience by having his heir rule only the
tribe of Judah in a divided rather than a united kingdom (11:9-13).

b) God raised up both external and internal opposition to Solomon because of his
disobedience to the Mosaic Covenant (11:14-40).

(1) External opposition came from Hadad the Edomite and Rezon the Zobahite, both
unconqguered enemies of David (11:14-25).

(2) Internal opposition came from God's promise to Jeroboam, one of Solomon's own
officials, that he would give him the northern nation of ten tribes (11:26-40).

c) At Solomon's death after a 40-year rule his throne went to his godless son Rehoboam to
rule only the tribe of Judah (11:41-43).

The Kingdom in Tranquility Chapter 12 The Kingdoms in Turmoil
Split
of the Kingdom

God rules his people through a king:
SOLOMON

God speaks to his people through a
prophet:
ELIJAH

The Significance of 1 Kings 12
Irving L. Jensen, Jensen’s Survey of the OT, 196

Il. The unstable divided kingdom under early kings of Israel and Judah by ignoring the Law
reminds Israel to obey the Law—not repeat the past (1 Kings 12-22; 931-852 BC).

A. The kingdom divided under the idolatry and evil reigns of Jeroboam and Rehoboam to remind
Israel to obey the Law rather than repeat the sins of the past (1 Kings 12-14).

1. The division of the kingdom due to Rehoboam's commitment to overwork the people teaches
that God blesses righteous leadership but punishes evil (12:1-24).

2. God judged Jeroboam's evil reign in the first of nine dynasties in Israel for promoting idolatry
to show God faithful to his word and committed to the Davidic Covenant (12:25-14:20).

a) Jeroboam protected his evil grasp on the northern tribes by making pagan altars at
Bethel and Dan to keep his people from worship at Jerusalem (12:25-33).

b) God sent a prophet to warn Jeroboam of his evil ways who also became an example of
the perils of disobedience, yet Jeroboam persisted in idolatry (1 Kings 13).

¢) Ahijah predicted to Jeroboam's wife her son’s death and end of his dynasty to show
God'’s fidelity to his word and commitment to the Davidic Covenant in Judah (14:1-20).

3. God judged Rehoboam's evil reign of idolatry in the only dynasty in Judah by Shishak of
Egypt stealing Solomon's gold temple shields to show the cost of defying the Law (14:21-31).

B. The mixed reigns of two kings in Judah saw more idolatry then its removal from the land (15:1-24).
1. Abijam (Abijah) repeated the same idolatry committed by his father Rehoboam (15:1-8).

2. Asa’s good reign purged idolatry except at the high places and brought some reform to Judah
(15:9-24).
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C. Gog judged the evil reigns of five kings in Israel for disobeying the Mosaic Covenant (15:25—
16:28).

1. Nadab committed evil and was judged by the loss of his dynasty (15:25-26).

2. Baasha (Second Dynasty) committed evil despite warnings from the prophet Jehu (15:27—-
16:7).

3. Elah committed evil and was judged by the loss of his dynasty (16:8-14).

4.  Zimri (Third Dynasty) murdered Baasha's entire family and then reigned only seven days
before his suicide and was therefore judged by the loss of his dynasty (16:15-20).

5.  Omri (Fourth Dynasty) built the city of Samaria but was judged for sinning worse than any
previous king—especially for enticing Israel to idol worship (16:21-28).

D. The prophets Elijah and Micaiah confronted wicked Ahab of Israel to show the LORD's sovereignty
over Baal (16:29-22:40).

1. Ahab not only encouraged idolatry but after marrying the Sidonian princess Jezebel, he
introduced Baal worship in Israel (16:29-34).

2.  God judged Ahab and Jezebel for their sin but protected Elijah from harm to teach that
Yahweh—not Baal—is God (1 Kings 17-19).

a) Elijah predicted to Ahab a 3'2-year drought but God miraculously fed Elijah by ravens
and a widow to show that Yahweh—not Baal—is God (1 Kings 17).

b) Elijah revealed God’s power at Carmel and murdered Baal's prophets to show Ahab and
Jezebel that Yahweh—not Baal— deserves worship (1 Kings 18).

c) Jezebel tried to kill Elijah but God gave him food, an appearance, and a new disciple to
show that Yahweh protected Elijah but Baal was silent (1 Kings 19).

3. Ahab defeated Syria at Samaria and Aphek but was prophesied death because he trusted
Ben-Hadad by sparing his life instead of trusting God above false gods (1 Kings 20).

4. The result of Ahab’s murder of Naboth and seizure of his vineyard inheritance was God’s
announcement that his family line would be cut off after his son’s rule (1 Kings 21).

a) The way Ahab abused his authority was to let Jezebel seize Naboth’s vineyard and kill
him (21:1-16).

b) The result of Ahab’s abuse of his authority was God’s announcement that his family line
would be cut off after his son rules (21:17-29).

5. God judged Ahab through death at Ramoth-Gilead to fulfill Micaiah and Elijah’s prophecies
since Ahab trusted the powerless prophets of Baal instead of God'’s true prophet (22:1-40).

E. Jehoshaphat's good reign in Judah purged the male shrine prostitutes and lacked only removal of
the high places (22:41-50).

F. The beginning of Ahaziah's evil reign in Israel continued the Baal worship begun by his father
Ahab (22:51-53). NOTE: The rest of his reign is completed in 2 Kings 1.

Note: For a helpful guide in correlating the various accounts in the lives of the kings of Israel and Judah,
consult the following harmony. It generally places the narratives chronologically in parallel columns but is
strongest in its literary comparisons (see a page of Newsome on p. 267b).

Newsome, James D., Jr. A Synoptic Harmony of Samuel, Kings, and Chronicles: With Related Passages from Psalms,
Isaiah, Jeremiah, and Ezra. Grand Rapids: Baker, 1986. 275 pp.
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Quiz on Leaders in 1 Kings

Fill in the names of one prophet and the seven kings all found in 1 Kings.

D
1
vV
I
S
|
O
N
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The Divided KingdomSAdapted and expanded from Huang Sabin, OT Made Simple;
Andrew E. Hill & John H. Walton, A Survey of the Old Testament, 3 ed., 290

Israel

North
10 tribes
9 ruling dynasties
20 kings™*
20 evil kings
0 good kings
7 assassinations
1 suicide
1 “stricken by God”
0 kings exiled to foreign lands
First king: Jeroboam
Last king: Hoshea
Lasted 209 years
People exiled in 722 BC
Exiled to Assyria’s conquered lands
Never returned to land of Israel

Only tribes migrating to Judah returned

Judah

South
2 tribes
1 ruling dynasty*
19 kings, 1 queen
12 evil kings/queens
8 good kings
5 assassinations
0 suicides
2 “stricken by God”

3 kings exiled to foreign lands
First king: Rehoboam
Last king: Zedekiah
Lasted 345 years
People exiled from 605-586 BC
Exiled to Babylon
Remnant returned after 70 years

Returned in 538 BC

*

*%

Queen Athaliah of Judah interrupted the Davidic dynasty but it resumed after her death so she acted more
as a parenthesis as opposed to the elimination of the previous dynasties in Israel.

The competing reign of Tibni for three of Omri’s years is included here.
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Solomon’s Temple and Furnishings
The Bible Visual Resource Book, 68

1 Kings

Solomon’s Temple

960-586 B.C.
I Kings & @

stands of bronze

The temple of Solomon, located adjacent to the king's
palace, functioned as God's royal palace and Israel’s
national center of worship. The Lord said to Solomon, “1
have consecrated this temple. . .by putting my Name there
forever. My eyes and my heart will always be there” (1 K
9:3). By its cosmological and royal symbolism, the
sanctuary taught the absolute sovereignty of the Lord over
the whole creation and his special headship over Israel.

The floor plan is a type that has a long history in Semitic
religion, particularly among the West Semites. An early
example of the tripartite division into ‘ulam, hekal, and
debir (portico, main hall, and inner sanctuary) has been
found at Syrian Ebla (c. 2300 8.C.) and, much later but
more contemporaneous with Solomon, at Tell Tainat

This reconstruction
recognizes Influence
from the desert
tabernacle, accepts
general Near Eastern
cultural diffusion, and

Holy Place (30 cubits
high) with golden tables
for bread of the Presence,
gold lampstands, and

altar of incense. rejects overt pagan
. Canaanite symbols.
> Portico It uses known
archaeological
4 parallels to supplement

the text, and assumes
> interlor dimensions
i from 1Ki 6:17-20.

N | «——The ornate
N cast bronze
pillars, *Jakin
Boaz"

later temple has three divisions, contains
two columns supporting the entrance, and is
located adjacent to the royal palace.

Many archaeological parallels can be drawn to the
methods of construction used in the temple, e.g., the
‘‘stone and cedar beam"’ technique described in 1Ki 6:36.
Interestingly, evidence for the largest bronze-casting
industry ever found in Palestine comes from the same locale
and period as that indicated in Scripture: Zarethan in the

in the Orontes basin (c. 900 8.C.). Like Solomon's, the Jordan Valley ¢. 10008.C. © Hugh Claycombe 1986
Temple Furnishings
Glimpses of the rich ornamentation of Solomon's temple 1 Kings 7:13-51
can be gained through recent discoveries that illumine the
textof 1Ki6-7 Cherubs with wings
’ shielding a sacred
place are attested in

MOVABLE

An extremely close
parallel to the wheeled
portable basins used in the
courtyard of the temple has come from

i i | from the

TABLE FOR 3
THE BREAD
OF THE
PRESENCE

v c!

A stone incenge altar having four horns on the
corners was found at Megiddo. It provides a
clear idea of the shape of the gold incense
altar in the temple. The table for the bread of
the Presence was also made of gold.

Egyptian aj
Phoenician art.

ARK OF THE
COVENANT

i s

each side of the sanctuary (1 Ki 7:49), to which
were added ten tables (2Ch 4:8). Ritual \|
sevenfold lamps have been found at several
places In Palestine, including Hazor and

Dothan. The stand itself is modeled on bronze

ones from the excavations at Megiddo.

LAMPSTAND

INCENSE
ALTAR

© 1989 by Gospel Light Publications. Permission granted to purchaser to reproduce this Sheet for class purposes only.
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Possible Locations of Solomon’s Temple

ile of the Fortress Antonia in Roman Times.
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The Divided Kingdom

(' Y?" Mies 10 0 10 20
930-586 B.C. Yeal QYSX\ M_/-\-—\\W kms 1050 © H B
The division of wed &4 ) X
Solomon’s kingdom Dan* )/ &
had geographical and i < ;

political causes, with
roots reaching back to
earlier tribal rivalries.

Hazor « i~

Israel was closer to S LT N
Phoenician cities and 7 N
major trade routes than , #* o Ashtaroth N
Judah, whose heartland 3 T kR \
was a plateau-like ridge 4™ \
higher than the district )
around Samaria. The Aramean wars were fierce
* Qamoth and destructive contests
between the kingdom of
é')U Damascus and Israel during the
(%) Samaria « . Jabbok® . greater part of the ninth century.
~ Shechem * - " These so-called Aramean-
0 {7 Nww=es=~  Ephraimitic wars ended with the
& Penlel ., conquests of Jeroboam Il and an
)\ AMMON era of great prosperity for Israel.
/' +Rabbah
"""""" L The campaigns of Tiglath-
________ it N Pileser Ill of Assyria were
“~~—-  enormously destructive,

57
7 Lachish
.

Fd Hebron * Dibon
f ,

Salt Sea’

~
AtNONR, ~T—~o

=~

following a celebrated pattern of
siege warfare. By 732 B.C. the
northern kingdom was tributary
to the Assyrians.

The final capture and destruction
of Samaria took place in 722/721

Arad S BC.aftera long siege. The
‘Beersheba . MOAB surviving inhabitants were exiled
Kir Hareseth to distant places in the Assyrian
JUDAH 4 empire, and new settlers were
S0 2, brought to Samaria.
S 9’90,9 .
P T N, The Benjamite frontier was an
Tamar. | N issue that brought Judah and
o y R Israel into conflict early in their
i Kadesh - Bozrah - 2 history. After a struggle between
AN . Barnea s ; Asa and Baasha, the border was
N 7 finally fixed south of Bethel in the
\\ / s territory of Benjamin.
NI QO The role of Mesha king of Moab
m Teman. was first that of a vassal and then
9] a rebel, as both the Bible and the
-_3 Mesha stele make clear.
Periods of expansion and contraction characterized the two kingdoms
during the period 930-722 B.C. Judah was to some extent protected by
its geography, but Israel was forced to develop an efficient standing
army with substantial chariotry to defend against frequent attacks.
Original Assyrian records mention that Ahab of Israel provided 2,000
borders chariots—by far the largest contingent—in the battle of Qarqar in 853
¢.930B.C 8.C. This militarism in part explains Israel’s unstable dynastic history,
—— for the usurpers were usually army officers.
Borders of Judah's prosperity was intermittent and depended in large part on
Israel and Judah control of the trade routes to Egypt and the Red Sea. Border fortresses
under Jeroboam I in the Judahite desert guarded the approaches from Edom. The “front
and Uzziah door” of Judah was through Lachish and from there up to Hebron and

Easternarm .

of the

Red Sea

Jerusalem. The capital was besieged many times, most forcefully by
the Assyrians in 701 B.C. and by the Babylonians in 597 and 586,
leading to the destruction of Jerusalem by Nebuchadnezzar and
marking the end of the monarchy.

An impressive devotion to the Davidic dynastic line characterized the
southern kingdom and helped to maintain stability, in contrast to the
more mercurial northern kingdom.
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INTRODUCTION
The chronological

tod

the other important chronological systems
of the ancient Near East. Soxneg of the major

roblems
with the period of the Divided Monarchy in
the Old Testament have defied solution for
well over 2,000 years. Recently, however,
- Edwin R. Thiele’s book The Muysterious
Numbers of the Hebrew Kings (2d ed.;
Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 196'5l§ has gnined
international recog:u‘tion for its remarkable
onization of the biblical and extrabibli-
cal chronological data:which arejavailable,for
important period of ancient Near East-
ern history. Some of the more important
features of Dr. Thiele’s system are as fol-
lows:

(1) From the time of the division of the
kingdom after the death of Solomon, the
official scribes of the southern kingdom of
L:;lah counted the regnal years of their

ings from the month Tishii (September-
October), while the scribes of the northern
kingldom of Israel reckoned the regnal years
of their kings from the month Nisan (March-
April). Proof that Tishri reckoning was em-
ployed in Judah may be found by compar-
ing II Kin?s 22:3 with 23:23, where the
discovery of the law by Hilkiah and the sub-
sequent Passover in Nisan, which must have
occurred several months later, are both
dated in the 18th year of Josiah. Although
no scriptural evidence is available for the
time of the beginning of the regnal year in
the northern kingdom of Israel, Thiele dem-
onstrates that “when a Nisan-to-Nisan reg-
year is used for Israel together with a
Tishri-to-Tishri year for Judah, the perplex-
ing discrepancies disappear and a harmoni-
ous chronological pattern results” (p. 30).

(2) The scribes of Israel used the Egyp-
tian nonaccession-year, (postdating) system
in reckoning the reiins of their kings from
the division of the kingdom down to 798
B.Cc.,, and the Babylonian accession-yean
(antedating) system from that year onward.
According to the nonaccession-year system,
that portion of a year which followed a
king’s accession to the throne and which
preceded the official New Year (whether
Tishri 1 or Nisan 1) was counted as his first
official year. But according to the accession-
Kear system, that initial period was called

is accession J'ear, and not until after the
New Year did his first official year begin.
Proof that Israel followed the nonaccession-
ear system during the 9th century B.c. may
found in the fact that Jehu (according to
Assyrian records) paid tribute to Shalmane-
ser III only 12 years after Ahab fought in
the Battle of Qarqar, while the scribes of
Israel attributed 14 years to the reigns of
the two intervening kings, Ahaziah and Jor-
am. On the other hand, the scribes of Judah
must_have employed the accession-year sys-
tem for their kings, except during that dark

period of their history when the influence of
the northern kingdom, through Queen Atha-
liah, was predominant (848-798 s.c.); for

only by means of this assumption is it possi-
ble to rxarmonize the synchronisms employed
by the northern and southern scribes.

(3) When the scribes of one kingdom
synchronized the reign of their king with the
reign of the neighboring king, they em-

loyed their own system of reckoning for
goJ\ kings instead of employing the foreign
system for the foreign king.

(4) Many of the kings of Judah (and
also Jehoash of Israel) associated their sons
with them on their thrones during the final
years of their reigns, thus necessitating the
allowance of considerable overlappings, or
‘coregencies.

(5) The entire system of Old Testament
chronology for the kings of Israel and Judah
can be interlocked at vital points with the
astronomically verified absolute chronologz
of the Assyrian eponym lists and thus wit

points of contact between the biblical and
the Assyrian records are the Battle of Qar-
qar (853), the tribute of Jehu (841), the
first western campaign of Tiglathpileser III
(743), the conquest of Samaria (722), and
Sennacherib’s attack on Jerusalem (701).
In addition to these synchronisms with As-
syrian records, we have Pharoah Shishak’s
invasion of Judah in 925 B.c., the conquest
of Judah by Nebuchadnezzar in 605 B.c.,
and Nebuchadnezzar’s deportation of Jehoi-
achin in 597 B.c.

Through a careful application of these
basic chronological principles, Dr. Thiele
has apparently su ed in solving most of
the problems associated with the chronology
of this complex period of Old Testament his-
tory. One serious problem that still remains
is the harmonizing of II Kings 17:1; 18:1,
9-10 with other chronological references. For
a recent proposed solution of this problem,
see Harold G. Stigers, “The Interphas
Chronology of Jotham, Ahaz, Hezekiah and
Hoshea,” Bulletin of the Evangelical The-
ological Society, 1X (Spring, 1966), 81-90.

If we adopt 931 B.c. as the date of Solo-
mon’s death and the division of the kingdom,
then Solomon’s 40-year reign began in 971
B.c. and David’s 40-1'ear reign began in
1011 B.c. We learn from Acts 13:21 that
Saul'’s reeign lasted 40 years; but this may be
considered as the duration of his dynasty,
which ended with the death of Ishbosheth 7
years after his own death on Mt. Gilboa (cf.
Hebrew text of I Sam. 13:1 with II Sam.
2:10). For the chronology of Samuel, Sam-
son, and the earlier judges, as well as the
period back to Abraham, see the companion
study-graph of Old Testament Patriarchs
and Judges.

The early date for the prophet Obadiah is
suggested by the fact that Jeremiah (49:7-
22) seems to quote from him, and not the
reverse. Thus, the cruelty referred to in
Obadiah 10-14 must refer to the invasion of
Jerusalem in the reign of Jehoram (II Chron.
21:16-17; cf. 1I Kings 8:20-22). For sup-
porting arguments, see Gleason L. Archer,
Jr., A Survey of Old Testament Introduction
(Chicago: Moody, rev., 1974, pp. 299-303).
Support for the earlyidate of:the prophet
Joel.is given by Archer (ibid., pp. 303-307)
and Edward J. Young in An Introduction to
ithe Old Testament Grand Rapids:iEerdmans,
rev. ed., 1960), pp. 270-73. The chronolo-
gy of the kings of Damascus is discussed in
Merrill F. Unger’s Israel and the Aramaeans
% 5D7¢;mascus (London: James Clarke & Co.,

The prophets Jeremiah, Ezekiel, Haggai,
and Zecgmriah used Nisan (srring to spring)
reckoning for Jewish as well as Babylonian
and Persian kings. The only exceptions are
Jeremiah 39:1-10 and 52:1-34, where Tishri
(autumn to autumn) reckoning is employed
for Jewish kings as in the k of Kings.
Thus, the gpgamnt discrepancy between
Daniel 1:1 and Jeremiah 25:1 may be ex-
plained on the basis of Tishri as or
to Nisan reckoning for the reign of King
Jehoiakim (the phrase “first year of Nebu-
chadnezzar” in Jeremiah 25:1 should be
translated “accession year of Nebuchadnez-
zar”"—August, 605 to April, 604 s.c.). Fur-
thermore, it mes clear on this basis that
the seige of Jerusalem lasted for two and a
half years instead of one and a half years
as many have thought; for on Tishri reckon-
ing, it began on January 15, 588, and ended
on July 18, 588 B.c. This is confirmed by
the fact that Ezekiel 24:1 must be dated in
January, 588 n.c., to be in Zedekiah’s 9th

car, while Ezekiel 33:21 (which is obvious-

ry just three years after this and about six
months after the fall of Jerusalem) must be
in January, 585 n.c.

While Jeremiah 25:1-14 and Daniel 9:1-2
seem to indicate rather clearly that the 70-
year captivity of Judah is to reckoned
from 605 B.c. to 536 B.c., it is also possible
to reckon a 70-year period of desolations for

e em its temple from 586 m.c. to
516 B.c. (cf.Zech. 1:12 and 7:7). For a
recent defense of the eu-a'l date (6th cen
B.c.) and historicity of the book of D

see J. C. Whitcomb, Jr., Darius the Mede: A
Study in Historical I ion (Nutley,
N. J.: Presbyterian and Reformed, 196;{.
pp. 1-3, 50-63. . :

That Nehemiah employed Tishri reckon-
ing even for Persian fings is evidenced
the fact that he puts the month Kislev (
month) and the subsequent month Nisan
(1st month) both in the 20th year of Ar-
taxerxes gd. Neh. 1:1 and 2:1). Ezra prob-
ably the same system, since the &zh
of Ezra and Nehemiah were counted &s a
unit in the Hebrew Bible. On this basi:
the first year of Cyrus (Ezra 1:1) wm
have lasted from the fall of 538 to the fall
of 537 B.c, and the second month of the
second year, when the temple foundation
was laid (Ezra 3:8), would have been April-
May, 536 (the months always being num-
bered from Nisan, even in Tisfri reckoning).
Now the first official year of Artaxerxes I on
the basis of Tishri reckoning must have be-
gun on October 19, 465 s.c., for the murder
of Xerxes has been placed in the month of.
Auﬁust, 465 B.c., by Richard A. Parker an
Waldo H. Dubberstein: in their definiti
work, Babylonian Chronology 626 B.C.-A.D.
75 (Providence, R. I.: Brown University,
1956), p. 17. Therefore, Ezra’s qsedition
miust have left Babylon for Jerusalem on
April 8, 458 B.c., arrivix;g there on August
24 (cf. Ezra 7:8-9); Nehemiah must have
received permission to rebuild the walls of
Jerusalem in April or May, 445 B.c. (cf.
Neh. 2:1-8); and his return to Babylon, af-
ter twelve years in Jerusalem (Neﬁ'. 13:6;
cf. 5:14), must have taken place between
October, 434 B.c., and September, 433 B.c.
After an interval of time long enough for
many abuses to arise in Jerusalem (Neh. 13:
4-5, 7-31), presumably in the early part of
the reign of Darius II (423-404 B.c.), Nehe-
miah returned to Jerusalem and carried out
additional reforms.

Many have insisted that the “Darius the
Persian” of Nehemiah 12:22 must be Darius
III Codomannus (335-331 B.c.) and that
“Jaddua” mentioned in the same verse must
be the high priest of that name referred to
by Josephus (Ant., 11:8:4) as a contempo-
rary of Alexander the Great. On this basis,
it is denied that Nehemiah could have writ-
ten the that has been traditionally at-
tributed to him. But it is entirely possible
that “Darius the Persian” was Darius II
Ochus (423-404 n.c.{, and that Jaddua the
son of Johanan could have e Mtﬁh

riest before the death of Darius II. In the
rst place, Jaddua must have been well over
thirty years of age by 404 s.c., for he was
only fiye generations removed, from Joshua
(Neh."12:10-11) who was high priest in
538 B.c. (Ezra 3:2). In the second place,
the Elephantine Papyri mention his father
Johanan as being hig‘n priest in 408 B.c. In
the third place, Josephus is far from accu-
rate in his reconstruction of the events of
this period, and even if he were accurate,
the Jaddua he mentions could have been a
later high priest of the same name. In
light of these considerations, we may con-
cﬁlde that Nehemiah lived to see Jaddua be-
come high priest and that he could have
been the author of the entire book of Ne-
hemiah.

Order the paper edition of this chart (18”x
25" from BMH Books, Box 544, Winona

Lake, IN 46590; or Dr. John C, Whitcomb,
Graco Sominary, Winona Lake, IN 46590.
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Chart of Old Testament Kings and Prophets (Blank)
John C. Whitcomb (Outline of the Previous Page)
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Chronology of Kings and Prophets

Dr. E. N. Poulson, Grace Baptist Church, Singapore (used with permission)
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Rulers of Israel and Judah

The Bible Visual Resource Book, 71
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Genealogical Chart of the Kings of Judah

Paul Maier, Josephus: The Essential Writings, 388, adapted

THE KiNGs oF THE UNITED KINGDOM

Maacah

The symbol “=" denotes
“marriage to.”

Names in capitals denote
those who were rulers.

ETHBAAL

King of Phoenicia

Jezebel

SAUL
(c.1030-10108.c.)

DAVID

(c.1010-9718.c.) |
SOLOMON

(c.971-9318.C.)

Bathsheba

Absalom

THE KINGS OF JUDAH
(after the division of the kingdom)

Naaman

REHOBOAM
(931-913s.c.)

Maacah

ABIUAH
(913—91(|)B.c.)

ASA Azubah

OMRI (910-8705.c.) |

King of Israel
! JEHOSHAPHAT

AHARB, King of Israel
ing ot lsrac (870-848 5.c.)

|
AHAZIAH

kg STl (s

JORAM
King oF Jatae|

L
ATHALIAH

(841-8358.c.) I
AHAZIAH = Zibiah

_— (842-841B.c.) I

JOASH
(835-8008.C.)

= AMAZIAH
| ®800-7915.c)

Jerusha = UZZIAH (AzARIAH)
(791-7408.C.)

1
JEHORAM

(848-842 B.C.)

HoRAM)

filled by Tehy _
Jehoaddin

Jecoliah

i
AHAZ

(735-7158B.C.)

i
HEZEKIAH

Abijah

JOTHAM
(740-7358.c.)

= Hephzibah

(c.721-686B.c.) |

MANASSEH
(696-6418.C.)

Jedidah

Zebidah

(639

= JEHOIAKIM
I (609-598 B.c.)

Nehushta

JOSIAH

Meshullemeth

AMON
(641-6398.C.)

Hamutal

|
JEHOAHAZ

(6098.c.)

-6098.C.) I

I JEHOIACHIN

1
ZEDEKIAH
(597-5878B.C.)

Zerubbabel,
governor of
Judah
(520-5158.C.)

(598-597..c.)

I
Shealtiel

|

Shenazzar,
(?—Sheshbazzar,
“prince of Judah”)
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NEWS OF THE PARST

cles

YOL. 1, NoO. 1»

SOLOMON

After 3 Years at Sea

Dur Fleet is Back

By & 3Staff Writer

ZTZION-GEVER, 13 Tiahri— Nisetoen of King Sele-
nows 29 shipe that sef ouwt for the distant sheres ol
Opm:ymmmnduwnuy.m¢
#ith the & straage sssortment of plants Asd aalmals,
s well as large quantities of gold and other tressaree.

Jua vessel was lost ln &
isavy storm om the Righ
was. Har crew was saved,
Wt ber cargo weat te the
oltem of the sea.

The unloading of the
leet's precious cargo was
<gi0 at ence.

Talkiag birds

Amoag the amumals that
JAtracted particular attem-
8 was a large, colour-
u. bird from wnose round-

wear Uit tese
ometimes take 'he form
¢ Awman 3peech!
As 3000 &s it was learn-
d, late yuumy. that the

nl'nu( srea, to forestall
@y r ' attempta, by

PRECAUTION

Ia order o musumize
any losses that mught
cecur s & result of
piracy or some datural
disaster, the gold and
most of the otler trwa-
ures aken oa a
Opnilr  wers  divided
amoag all the vu.nu.

regret over tha fact that,
duae o the storm, the fleet's
wrival o Larsal was de-
layed Dby several weeks,
as & result of which it
cargo cannot be used ia
the coastruction or dects
aton of the Temple,

Ivery and Algum
Amoag  the materials
mentcced Dy the captann
a8 suitabie for such pur
poses are ivory and algum
woi.. Tha latter product
L3 ot new to Lirsel Daving
hnn P ptwmuly.
King

the first Ume that (vory
(z3de from elephaaty
tuss) has Deen seen in this
country,

Although toc late for the
Temple, these and other
valuadle materials  will
undoudted! be utilized la
the coostructioa of the Ro-
yal Palace and other pubs
ue duwldings now la van.

Hu-u-ntr'ryn lntm-u‘.

7-Day Calebration
Throughout lsrasl

pounced yesterday after-
noon that the dedicaton

The

Expect 100,000
- Dfferings

(Boyal News 3Jervice)

timate that ia th
of the T-day ho'iday
number of sacrifices
brought to the Temple will
axceed 100,000
for hand-

by the Office of the High
Priest, conveylag & acrn
warning o Lursalites not
to sacrifice on any of tae

may take place outmde the
Temple la Jerussiem, evea
e sanctuaries
which had previously been
used Dy the offictal priest-
bood,

lln( 30 huge & sumber of

offertags were 5o[ulm'
Lummwmw\-uu

say they arv equipped o
cope with the stuation.
dpecial cattle markets
Bave Deen set up at the
ity jgatea, o cater
those wbo bhave come a
loag way and did ot bring
thieir antmaly wilh them.,

Frovision for Neady

posiUon, foancially,

GATES TEMPLE

Leads People in Solemn Procossmn

The T
pleted only &

By « Staff Writer

ho(thouximudbymgSolamonndm-
few days ago, was solemnly dedicated here yesterday

morning with the Snml.hnon of mn:f\:‘:‘. _m Oavm: in the Holy

of Holies — the i

Hundreds of thousands of joyous celebrants tmn al! over the
country filled the Temple square, the surrounding mountain nloya.
wiy |and all mclmotmqu,hmunﬂmM
the ceremony which followed.

Never (a the history of
satien

Highlight of the dedica-
ceremony was ha
prayer olfersd up by Kiag
Solomon. This was follow-

e s o
(Bxcerpea from Kimg Jolo-
mon's Prayer — Page 1)

buy a
mAy, UpSa presentation of

ATTENTION, VISITORS
FROM ABROAD:

There L3 important
pews for you

ous stages of planning and

ON PACE 2

A written gn-
ed Dy the Klders of thelr
town or village, receive &
sheep from the Roywl Pens.

“It s His  Majesty's
wish” the royal assounce
ment sates, “that every
house in Lirael without

od by the bringiag of the

able svery citizaa to bring
his sacrifice.

Focus of Aetivity

exception, should bdeing ity

Its goliea exterior gles-

naugt, the Temple was
e rocus of all acuvity in
the aty throughout the

NO IRON USED

metal which war
weapoos are made.
y, Kiag Da-

X
3

Hi

The towal g »
goid brougnt frrm oyu.r
3 & closely guarded

ldomite bands or by Ara-
“+an or Ammonite slaves
om the Deardy muses and

" REISFORCEMENTS
SEAT T0 TADHOR

(CAronicles Newe Sorvice)

"ADMOR, 11 Tiarl, —
\Dother balch of Laraelite
vidiers arrived bers froem

The Queen armved with
& powertul escort mount-
ed oa horses and drome-

P37 | Gartes, she herselt Seiog

borne aloft lo a specially.
bult litter supported by
ber gpigantic Nublaa ate

20 mous Deasts never bee
fore seen Ia  laraed
brought the Queea's gifts

pnm that had reached her
ears (o der far-off domaun.

Ia partcular the Queen
had beard of King Solo-
moa’s 3kill la wriling poe-
try and propocvndiag rid.
diex. The Quewa — harsel!
quts adept Iln these two
Llekds — DBas let It be
knowa that she s looking
forward to the opportusity
Of matching wits with the

4bout the res! mouve

of goid, Ivory and p
stones for Xing Solomoa.
battle of Wits
Hia Majesty e Kiog
met the Quuen of Sheda at

later, by the reception asd
by the grandeur of the
Court  whleh, she saud
greatly surpassed her ex-

b~
lasion By King David's
~len
Usb® s laag,
¥ 1ot day,
o defeat aod has
sthered am o

P

AR

Axweg His  Majesty's
the ot

this mental tournament be-
tween the world's wisest
man and the world's moet
beautiful woman I awmit.

Jerusalem,

- Ef( — \\.«J‘;m‘ml

Jéw-g%wl‘:?"";" %2
LR A.\ ¥ / .
NEGENE

£
i

moacpoly by plyisg e
3ea routs from Hath to
Opalr, stoppng at Ara-
biaa  and  Lthloplan
ports oa the way,
Sioce Dansportatioa
by ses ls faster, safer,
asd more efficient than

anips, found herself uo-

mendous  amoust  of

trade

It la belleved ln eco-
circies bers that

got Soleciom te llmit bis
o

TN |

Bis former sphere of ‘m-
Muesce, or, failiag that,
to odtals from Alm =
sabeidy W0 compensate
for the trade be Is tak-
lag away from hee

"3
.:l

outer gales of tae Temple
Openea, and Kiag, ruga
FOEIL ADG ATK-Oearers ew-
tered (2e outer courtyard

Levites Siag

the western ity gate —
their eyes glued oa the
Hills of Jerusaiem.

When ey saw e co
lur.. of smoke rise to the
. Avens they Kkoew taat
3t that moment U.. dedi-
cauon sacrifice had deen

The people promptly fell
oo thar faces and calld
out three umes:

“The Lora s Cod!”

conatrucuon, 1a the Temple”|misg ia the early autumn |Of IVWs Of prieats 45q Le- (Uhroagy gradually Jubaided
eider e | Kiag waited for
Sal pe ), asa slence, t2ea la-
- . Fuests Irom edroed. toned the fUsC  prayes
Queen of Sheba Arrives in Jerusalem |.Zmes wuml s oo,
poal ana fouowed usiuthe multitude, the King
By a 3taf} Writer (B4 procession came 10 & (en blassed e peopie,
Amidat & fanfare of drums aad trumpets, and with SAl & toe Tempe Moust |casuay them to “let
te catch a glimpes oi “lbe mest Commercial Mission? There tae your Beart be perfoct with

besatiful woman la the world”, the Queen of Sheba to- iag t2e usg feu Oacx, 0 |tde Lord yous God™,

day made bar satry Iata Jerusalem. Her Journey bad By & Staf] Writer Aveid profazsiag Loe Tempu

taken (he Quess somie 1600 miles — froem the Kiagdom A With tBes wespogs | TDeS came the  sacri-
of Shebe, ln southers Arsbla, to the capital of lsrmel TBe alr of the capital merchast feet a3d b |70 the accompenimen: o¢ |FCth WItA Kiog olomoa
— In just usder three moaths s buzucg with rumours gua o cut (oto Sheda's severss trumpec Diasts, the [ CSE 26 Mad and e

Veteran Priest
Among Marchers

Amoog loe Dotadies iol-

s moter, oa.
e veaeradle ex-Hign
Priest was grasted apecias
permission 1o come W Je-
rusalem, 30 43 10 Oe Adie

10 MmArcA with the otler
prierua om hls grest oc-
cas

«d 1 e sau-Solomon
ccaspiracy who was pot
executed Said Solomon at
the Ume:

“1 shall not put you to

offered up — and accepicd. |t

death, Decause you Ddore
Ark of the Lord be-
t re my father Cavid and
Secause you A Deen af-
fucted 13 all wnercia my
fatber was afflicted ™
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Chronicles Clip #2
C. Zanziper (Brooklyn, New York)

NEWS OF THE PAST

€S

VOL. L NO. 26

After a Century of Unity, Qur Nation is Divided

HORTH PROCLA

ing Rehoboam Suys:

‘Jeroboam Egyption Puppet’

(Chronicles News Service)

The man behind today's
revelt le Jeroboam bem New
Oal, and hls real motive b
1o weaken Lirsel 20 s 10
Jel ber later lato the
Mad of hia frlend anld
Jrotector, Pharaoh Shishak

M Egypt. This charge was
1oade tals Afternvons by MHis

vajesty Kiag

an ultimatum®,

The Kiog reminded his
Audience of the prosperous
and glorious days of hiy
fathers and gr

AS THEIR

SHECHEM, 15 Ziv.—The
city of Shechem la to be
the capital of the porth.
ern kiagdom, Accordlay to
an

1
Feigns, polntisg out that It
bad been thew taxes that
had made tus prosperity
possible,
Kin,

@ & public audress Jeliver-

M Ia froat of the Royal
Falace la J

made
lmmediately after hia cor-
onation by Jeroboam, the
son of Nebat.

The cholce of this cen.
trally  located mountan

’ ended
bl sodress with o general
call w arms,

ity Ia the heart of the
Epbraim dburict as larael's

"It was Pharaon” yald
Sie Kug, “wno asugated
leroSoam to split our peo-
dle. He fwly uncerstands
Rat It was Wirough our
in.y, tirough our iove for
wd loyalty to our King,
wid through our attaca
reint 10 we Temple of e
-6rd, w=at we became inde-
)andent and mighty”

Shewld Shiabax succeed
A crusung these unifving
orces, hung Rebodoam
“armed, he will succeed in
€ALOYIRE OUr DOwer As A
whon — “ang we wil
veniually drop into hus,
33C3 hike 30 much ripe

rebels have af8nd the adjacent streets

uze,* chance to consolidate their |IAd been nled to over-

O‘Io:clod to ‘Ultlmatum' | gpaina, :‘w:mmu: ﬁoplo -— o&h

MR RIS aCUOR| Boin sides are mobiliz- | %€ 2 vilans — the

) iy  QsmUNNE|ing And  that  wsually :“‘l‘ﬂt':“ N-‘;-M :pzu:;
ne JECey placed De- means war, 13 wmpe!

3f€ wew Dy the Shechem band.  after wiree blasts

sasemply, rUng Rehocoam
eciared that he would
ave been “pertectly wule
33 10 duuss with tae peo-
ie the matter of alleviate
i the tax burden™ but
ccided aganat  such a

‘ere put “ln the form of|

tering & large body of
treops,
plans to march north and

With solaiers. Recrwits in
full datte dress are strza.
Mung Into the city by the
durse when the demands!thousands,

Tension on

Both Sides

REBELS PICK SHECHEM

CAPITAL

(Chronicles News Service)
capital does not come :

A aurprise to Anyooe.

gone conclusion that
ziders and the people of
Shechem  would be e
warded for their support
of Jeroboam’s cause, by
baving thelr city chbosen
As the capital, Usually re-
Uable gsources say that a
pecitic  agreement along
Laese Unes aas Deen In exis-
tence for the past week.
Historica: Site

Judah’s Army On the Alert

By a Specral

€overing the copital during the critical hours
Jodowing the insurrection at Ihechem

(Noon)
The natlon is oa the
briak of civil war,

King Redoboam 1y mus-

with  which  bho

.
Teaslon Grows

(Three howrs later)
The capital L teeming

The tension i3 growing.

Correspondent

Frophet Intervenes
l’llllbrll:

A great deal has hap-
peaed in the last couple
of hours. We have moved
closer o war——and again
further away...

When the Palace Square

give Shechem & further
wialm to recognition.

tor
when Jacob returned Lo the
Promused Land after a 22-
Year absence, he bought a
parcel of from the
nivites lahadbiung Shechem
~= and here Joseph's body
Was later bured.

Shortly ayter the con-

Was W scens of & Frand
convocation, At whica al
e Lribes assembled and,
with  Joshua  officaung,
fenewed Uhewr bond win
Uod's Law, Joshua's fare-
well addreas to the people
Ukewise was delivered here.

on the lnstrument, the He-
rald read to e auently at.)
tenuve masses & apecial
royal proclamation denoun-
Cng Jeroboam as a |rnut|
Anu caung upon all the
people 1o raliy reund the
‘Temple and the Mouse of
David and to rid the land

Teaction Abroad

Aram, Ammon Hail Split;
‘Acab Leans to Rebels

(Forey
DAM.

Newas Service)
’S, 13 Zv.—

© U d cheering and a|large
mean territory that bad

Xntancous demonstration

- o Tae prophet

Y i front of King Pe-|been under King Solomon's P

s Palace greeted the|rule, the throng — his wo
port  from  Shechem| The present split 1| '€3piNE forth from his lUps

At the Kingdom of lsrcel
W 3plit up Into two se-
wrate monarchies.

FRezoo has enjoyed In.
caung  popularity here
‘er  ance  be  succeeded,

ling |anored
Iders' Advice

ipecial to CMRONICLELS
King Reboboam's
' 1o reject the demands
the people and to “lay
wa the Law" to them
‘e taken agalnst the ex-
€3 advice of the older
'mbers of hls counell, it

‘e learned from relluble|digns of and de-
urces late this after-| Ktneration tn the Solomon
na. resime.

The Elders, who had seen
Y years of service une
r King Solomon, had

vocated that the King
‘14, at least temporarily,
the Shechem Assembdly's
nand for a lowering of

1axcs. 30 as not

¢
.
Tae eung, however, in-
Jed 10 the advice given
a by the younger men,
R was to “erack the|r
P over them and ihow

E e law,

looked upon, in Dainascus,
a
ther
Fauns at Lz

RABBAT AMMON, 13 ZUv.
~Ammon today took ad.
vantage of the crisus in ls-
Tael to shake off the lat-
ter's overiordship,

Ammon has not made a
decl- | tribute payment to larael
in three
had generally been conale
dired a
reflecung &  walt-and-see
attitude on the
the Ammonites,

KIR MOAB, 13 Ziv.—The
position of Moad, In view
of the new situation that
his arisen west of the Jor-
dan, has not yet been cla-
rifled. It 1s belleved. how.
ever,
low the lcad of the trans.
« Mmezsures, Jordanic tribes on her nor-
Wern border,

Reuden and Cad jon the

herzelf with the North and
T ihat the word of the|pay tridut

countrymen !

Then  suddenly an  old
and dignified man stepped
to the fore. His name

four years . o restor-
ing {n‘w“::’n" to a|Quickly passed from mouth
segment of Ara.|'0 Mouth: “Shemalah the

paving the way to fur-
Aramesn territoilal
expense.

As A matter of fact,

years. But wus
temporary lapse

part of
following

of the bl who had
torn Rt asunder.

It wus clear: We were
Joced  with  the terrible

prospect of a long and bt
ter wor Ggamst our own

Prophet!

3 burried

Avimelech, son of Judge
Cideon, ruled the surround-
ing  territory [from She-

fact, it has been a fore-
the

Quest of Canaan, bhechem ™

3

revolt Against Rehoboam Follows
Refusal to Grant People Tax Relief

SHECHEM, 15 Ziv.—Al but two of larmel's
of

Bulletin

Twelve tribes today Jolned the Dlders

™ e
and Uenjamin alone remalsed loyal to Miag
The ceremony took place oaly

Boboam’

after Kiog Re

son of Nebat as thelr kiag. Judah
Beboboam and the Houss of David

bowrs
rejec of the

s Gat
tor

mob and the Klog
Baste,

1o the

.
tated & riot, o the*
missloner Adoram was killed by the furious

Tbe coronation of Jeroboam by
shuts the Joor oa any hopes for conclilaticn be
tween North aand South,

liel Bad precipi-

course of which Tax Com-

Blowell was foreed to fles

1o Jerssalem, his capital la the Erentest of

the rebels

(From on earlier CN3 daspatch:)

Whea the Shechem Assembly

Fepresentatives of the northern trides, lo sddition
of

(compristng

the
bad

Rehoboam’s Harsh Reply
Shocks Observers

By Owr Correapondent

the city’s central square this
Kisg Rehoboam's promised Teply to Weir de-
mands of taree days ago, an almost tangibie
feeling of tension pervaded the aumospbere.
Jeroboam agaln was AmODE those presest
Three days ago he had acted as moullpiece for
people of the North when Kisg Rehoboam
beed handed what really amousted to an

% el
LBg 1o await

“Lighten the bdeavy bur.
den your father placed up-
o8 " was the deman..
Tand we will serve you™

The Implication w &
clear: I you fall w0 do
0 == we will renvuace
our allepiance to you

Without  betraying hls
cnem, but the city was SHECHEM.—King  Reho- Main, grant the people’s|ianer reaction to thus ved-
destroyed when Its Gtizens |boam's negative response | request, which was gene- | eg threat, e King had
rebelled agaunat the tyrant [ 1o the people’s tor | rally & resson- | @ the

Shechem L3 one’ of the
cites of refuge a3 well
a3 a Leviucal city,

Geographical Drawbacks

From a mulitary point of

(Continmed on Pope 3, Cob 4

fux rellef, and the harab
language 1o which It was
rendered, came a3 a shock
to most observers here.

It had been expected that

the King would, In the

TYRE TO MAINTAIN
STRICT NEUTRALITY

(Chronicles News “ervice)

like a stinging flame, He
cried out, he supplicated,
he wept, he thundered -
and he commanded :

“In the wome of the Lord

war nat your dretAren!
The cieavage our Kingdom
haa auffered .\a the work
©! the Lord, und we mwast
accept it as auch”

The propoet’s impassion-
ed plea for
have turned the ude.

ton and considerable re-
llef, that the King and hu
advisors were visibly m-
pressed.

rds | 'Be court of King Baala-

ar, the Tyrtan Govera-

TAX CHIEF KILLED
BY ANGRY MOB

SHECHEM, 15 Ziv.—There
WAS Dut one casualty i
this morrung's revolt ag-

alnst King David's dy-
nasty.
Adoram, veteran Tax

Cemmiasioner under King
David and King Solomon,
WAy stoned to Jeath by the
enraged mob when he was
sent by King Rehoboam to
quell the riot which haa
broken out.

that Moad will fol-

. aa s 1o be expected,

evolt.  Moad wil align

Today's historic events
at Shechem were fores

told by the Prophet
Achlah, in a private talg
with  Jerobowm, four
years ago.

The text of the fore-
cast, released today
jountly by Jeroboam

and the Prophet 13 as
follows :

“Lehold, said the Lord,
I will rend the
out of the ha 7]
omou and will yive ten

RUPTURE WAS FORECAST

TYRE, 18 Ziv—Following | ment todsy decided mot to
at | lntervene

la the current
Lraclite divpute and not
to favour one side over the
other,

A GCovernment spokes-
Man 3aid. after the seasion,
that Tyre was Irterested
in

Able — even In Southern
sircles Tempers, oa both
3ides, Bdad Dbeen pgiven a
chance to cool; there would
be no excuse, after 4 three-
Gay delay, for impulsive
words or deeda.

That Rehoboam  wouwld
€ouch Bls answer In ra-
ther stern language, In or-
cer to “save (ace” with
. people, was taken
for granted. But It was
hardly thought that the
Answet wod be a harah
and unconditional “No!™

Again, most  observers
agreed that the preseat
3plit, while deeply rooted
In the people’s past, could

relauons with beth North
and South.

The King, he sald, re-
grected that Uus division
bad come about. Tae emer-
gence of two governments
where there bad been one
will undoubtedly ralse cer-
tain difficuities in the m
ter of the laraelites’ com-
mercial with

the been
ed with a Uttle statesman-
ahip. .

Instead, events were al-
lowed to take their petu-
ral course. And the dvi-
2on  having  once Dbeen
made, little hope I3 beld
oLt for a reconcilation in

ly oa
Ti* spot, orderiag the peo-
—_—
Egyptian Guard

toam’s chariot disap-
peared from view than
& Zroup of iall heavily
armed soldlers aprang
Up as U from nowhere

took up positions
Around the crowdea

square.
The warriors were la-
ter identified as Li-

byans from Egypt who

exile in that country
And who are slated o
serve e redel king in
the capacity of bdody-
guards,

ple to return in three
CGays' Ume for his answer.

This momung King Re-
hoboam, stalling for time,
tried 10 put off hls repiy
another day. But the re-

th. & future,

other nations.
Need for Good Wi
These difriculties, howe
ever, the spokesman add-
ed, can te overcowoe to a

large degree, provided

tribes fo yow, becawse there i3 good will and co-
the people have forsaken || oo, raiion on both aides.

ond Aave not walk- While, in the past. the

ed in my ways, to keep |), LRIC N e Fnoenician

my satutes and pudye
ments, as did David Aw
Jather,

“To Aa aon I wrll gwe
one that  David

ne

a light alwa;
me
ety 1 ha

put my name there, And
you shcll be king over
zracl.”

trade has Secn with the
southern part of the coun-
try, It ls not belleved that
Jeroboam will try to ham-
per the passage of goods
1o and from Judah
particularly since he him-

Self will be in necd ofland to prevent the mass
and, ' pligrimag
herce, of Phosruv.an good'that have become custon:

Phoeniciaa  umber

in

STOr PRESS

BETHEL, 13 Ziv (CNS).—
Acting on the advics of
priests, Jeroboam dec
late 13ls afternvon to
tore the calf aa the figu
representing  the God of
Israel. Golden calf-imazes
sre to be erccted In twe
citles — Dan, In the ve
and  Betbel,

o be 1o

s capltal

te Je e

the monuns andlary since the cunstructimm
years ahzad,

of the Templo.

of the North
would not hear of L A
Fumowur had spread
tirough the town yester-
day tnat the King had sent
to Jerusalem
The Northern Jeaders
blunty told the Kine that
If he U not give his an-
Fwer at once, they would
not be responsidle for any.
thing the people might do.
Categorical ‘No* 3

Two nours later the an-
swer came. It was a cate-
gorical “Ng“,

Stll thinking he was tn
contrel of the asltuation,
King Mehoooam confronted
the Assembdly 1n the open
square and delivered nu
repiy peracnally.

“ilow aare you come to
(Centiancd 6a Foge 3, Cut. s
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Modern News Clips on Solomon

Newspaper Sources and Dates from Dallas, Texas before 1985

o -

1 —

T Cost OF
Solomon’s Temple

The cost of the most magnifi-
cent of modern buildings is a tri-
fle compared to that of Solomon's
temple, which, according to es-
timates given in the bulletin of
the Tllinols Sociesty of Architects,
reached the tremendous total of
more than $87,000.000,000 accord-
Ing ‘to present-day values. Colo-
mon's temple and its internal de-
corations and the paraphernalia
was one of the wonders of the
olden times.” According to Villa-
pa:adus, the talents of gold sil-
ver and brass used in its .con-
stniction were valued at the

—_——

enormous sum of $34,399,110,000.

- —

.1

The worth of jesels is gener-
ally placed at a figure equally as
high. The vessels of gold, accord-
ing 'to Josephus, were” valued at

140,000 .talents,~Which reduced,
accordln%e]'s reduction
tables, to€very-day coinage equals
the sum of $1.876,481,515. The
vessels of silver, according to the
same authority, were still more
valuable, being set down as worth
$3.2467720,000. “The priests vest-
ments aid Tobes of singers, $10,-
050,000; the trumpets were worth
$1.000,000. P TR
—_— N

To the above“add the expense
of_Building ma terali labor ~andA
the like, and some wonderful fi-
' presint themselves. Ten

gures
thousand . men  hewing ‘cedars,
60,000 bearers of burdens, 80,000
hewers of stone, 3,300 overseers,
all: of whom were employed for
seven years, and upon whom, be-
slde their wages, Solomon bestow-
ed $33,6€9,885, - . ‘
If the dajly food was worth for-
ty-five cents each. the sum total
for_feeding_this army of_work-
men during the__t'_ung_ir_pui_ldigg
fotals up to $344.385.440. The
"material 1o the rough is estimat-
ed as having been worth $12,-
726,685,000, The several estim-
ates show the total cost lo have

been, $87,212.210.840.

I B Y

9

T -
- 5

King Solomon

\

mine said found

(  WASHINGTON (UPI) — King Solomon's lost gold
¢ mine, the fabled biblical Ophir, appears 1o have been
{ fcund between Mecca and Medira in Saudi Arabia.

i According to a report Sunday from the U.S. Geolog-
! ical Survey, a team of American and Saudi geologists
{ believes the most likely place for the rich mine of the
 10th century B.C. is a site called Mahd Adh Dhabab
(

l

{Cradle of Gold).

Dr. Robert Luce, a USGS geologist and a member of
the team, said engineers who operated the mine be-
tween 1939 and 1954 suspected it was the biblical
- Ophir. : ’
The Bible reports that King Solomon, who reigned
. from 970 to 931 B.C.. and King Hiram brought 31 tons
of gold to Jerusalem from Ophir. Although four books
. of the Bible mention Ophir, its location is never
| pinpointed.

{  The Revised Standard Edition of the Bible in I
« Kings, Chapter 9, Verse 26, speaks of those who “went
3 to Ophir, and brought from there gold, to the amount
| of four hundred and twenty talents: and they brought
it to King Solomon."

i The rest of I Kings deols with Solomon and the
’ Queen of Sheba, an interesting tale. but biblical re-
| searchers have been equally fascinated by the legend-
; ary Ophir, thought to be 1n Arabia.

{  "Our investigations have now confirmed that the
{ old mine could have been as rich as described in
i biblical accounts and, indesd. is a logical candidate to
. be the lost Ophir,” Luce said. * We believe the legend-.
! ary King-Solomon's lost mines are no longer lost.”

-“No, Francine. Solomon did not have 300 porcupines.”

—— s . e,
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Did God Approve of Solomon’s Polygamy?

Alternatives and Issues, 204-5

Norman Geisler, Ethics
(See also page Error! Bookmark not defined. of these notes)
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See the separate files on the OT Survey link for these studies:

OTS 245a-d Historicity of David & Solomon.doc

Historicity of David and Solomon
“The Bible in Its Context: A Reliable Record?” (Prof. Alan Millard, BGST, 7 Sept 2004)

OTS 245e-f 1 Kings Polygamy in Judah.doc

Polygamy in the Line of Judah
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Elijah’s Travels
Adapted from Donald Campbell, Dallas Theological Seminary (class handout)

1 Kings
Feels widaw, Rises sop

THE JAR OF MEAL WAS
NOT SPENT, NEITHER DID
THE CRUSE OF OIL FAIL

[ KINGS 17:16

PR (@) Cetfronts Ahab fegaditg Nabotks vineyard
ﬂAVE YOU KILLED,

¢¢ AND ALSO TAKEN
~ POSSESSION ? .

| KINGS 2[:19

ELISHA FOLLOWS ELIJAH

19:R2|

(2 Mo ruin*
'5/44//13/;4

[
(D Tishbe

BIRTHPLACE OF ELIJAH

-b M:le

BETH-EL,
JERIC,

OG/LG‘AL :
— &%AVENS FEED ELIAH
AN ELIJAH WENT UP
3 A WHIRLWIND
INTO HEAVEN
2 KINGS 2:11

NEETING WITH

@ ANGEL BENEAT
BEER-SHEBA™®

75 “BROOM TREE

R:1-7

ELIVAHS
WANDERINGS

All IPfHﬁrps ar
/ m@;@ @

AND HE...WENT..FORTY DAYS
AND FORTY NIGHTS TO HOREB
THE: MOUNT OF GOD

@ .o  IKINGS I9:8
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Solomon’s Jerusalem, Elijah and Elisha
The Bible Visual Resource Book, 73

950 B.c.

Solomon extended the city
northward from the original
site and there built his
magnificent temple.

His royal residence was
nearby; however, its
architecture and location
are unknown.

For further reference to the development of Jerusalem see: pa

N
‘,-'?ppxqa\e‘{ :
."." \0‘\
& -

=i~

dete

‘e

Exiles; page 139, Jerusalem During the Time of the Prophets.

rmined from limit

Jerusalem is shown from
above and at an angle; and

therefore wall shapes appear different from
those on flat maps. Wall locations have been
ed archaeological evidence;
houses are artist's concept.

7" & Hugh Claycombe 1982

ge 63, The City of the Jebusites and David's Jerusalem; page 99, Jerusalem of the Retumning

Elijah

Mies 10 S 0 10 2% Elijahlof
—_— 0 3
Kms 1050 10 20 24 Tishbe was

jnstrumental in
Israel’s reaction
to Baalism.
Jezebel of Tyre
was symbolic of
the nation's
corruption.

After the triumph on
Carmel, Elijah ordered
the people to slaughter
the prophets of Baal.

KISHON
VALLEY
Ramoth

‘Q., N Jezreel Gllead .
-

o

Illhb.

Samarla .

Jordan R.

Gligal
Jericho
Bolhol.

Fed by ravens's*
Elijah was so
discouraged he
wanted to die.
Fleeing to Sinai,
he was told to

KERITH
RAVINE

Salt

anoint a new -
generation of Sea J:
political and
religious
leaders.

Beersheba

Miracle of the widow's jar of oil

Elisha
Miles 10 5 0
Kms 1050
Damascus
Elisha
Bumeyed from
t. Carmel to
Shunem to raise Q
a child from the H
dead, as Elijah
had done at
Zarephath. -
Great
At Naboth's Sea ¢
vineyard, h
God's servant Vision of Shunerm, S
confronted chariots Jezreel °
Jezebel's of )
puppet, fire Dothan «
A Abel .
the king. Meholah
Samaria.
Lives of Elijah
. Jeered
and Elisha b youme
| Bothel
The Iilg-ang-d?ath struggle .with Baalism,_ Jericho » * — Gligal
acute in Elijah’s day, intensified under Elisha
and culminated in bloody purges of the Spring
priests of Baal. Ahab's line was overthrown, healed

and reforms were promulgated by Jehu.

Elijah’s rugged figure became a model of the
ideal prophet in Israel. Jesus fulfilled

40 days and nights of desert fasting as

Elijah had done; many believed he was a
reincarnated Elijah (1Ki 19:8; Mt 4:2: 16:14).

Elisha also became a model for the prophets.
Jesus' miracle of feeding the 5,000

was similar to Elisha's feeding 100

men with 20 barley loaves.

.

Damascus

DESERT OF
DAMASCUS

Elisha and

his servant
anointed Hazael
and Jehu,
completing
Elijah’s
commission

at Horeb.

Ramoth|Gllead

Elisha,

like Elijah,
performed
miracles and
was called “‘the
chariots and
horsemen of
Israel'" by acting
as a seer before
battles. A
harpist evoked
Elisha's oracle
against Moab,
and Israel
prevailed.

Born near the
Jordan, the
prophet
frequented
shrines at Mt,
Carmel and
Gilgal. Dothan,
a flourishing
town in this
period, was
probably his
residence.
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The Appeal of Idols
Life Application Bible, 575

THE APPEAL

OF IDOLS

On the surface,
the lives of the
kings don't make
sense. How could
they run to
idolatry so fast
when they had
God's Word (at
least some of it),
prophets, and the
example of
David? Here are
some of the
reasons for the
enticement of
idols:

POWER

PLEASURE

PASSION

PRAISE AND

POPULARITY

The appeal of Idols

The people wanted freedom
from the authority of both God
and the priests. They wanted
their religion to fit their life-style,
not their life-style to fit their
religion.

Idol worship exalted -‘senSUali'ty

without responsibility or guilt. -+ -

People acted out the vicious
and sensuous personalities of
the gods they worshiped, thus
gaining approval for their ‘
degraded lives. -

Mankind was reduced to little~

-more than animals. The-people -

did not have to be viewed.as .

unique individuals, but could be .

exploited sexually, pohtxcally,

-and economically. .
The high and holy hature of God"

was replaced by gods who were
more a reflection of human
nature, thus more culturally
suitable to the people. These
gods no longer required
sacrifice, just a token of
appeasement.

Modern parallel

People do not want to answer to
a greater authority. Instead of
having power over others, God
wants us to have the Ho!y
Spirit's power to help others.

People deify pleasure, seeking it
at the ‘expense of everything
else. Instead of seeking
pleasure that leads to long-
range disaster, God calls us to
seek the kind of pleasure that
leads.to long-range rewards.

Like animals, people let physical
. drives:and passion rule them:
‘Instead of seeking passion that
exploits others, God calls us to
“redirect our passnons to areas
" “that build others up:’ '

- Sacrifice-is seen as self- inflicted
“punishment, making no sense.

Success is to be sought at all

‘costs. Instead of seeking praise

for ourselves, God calls us to

“praise him and those who honor
him. SR

As societies change, they often throw out norms and values no longer considered necessary or
acceptable. Believers must be careful not to follow society's example if it dlscards God s Word. When
society does that, only. godlessness and evil remam
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Prophets
Background*
Emotional
Make-up*
Kings

Nature of Ministry

Miracles#
Duration*
Message
Mentored by
Mentored

Memorable Incident

Contrasting Elijah and Elisha
Huang Sabin, OT Made Simple except * from Leon Wood, A Survey of Israel’s History
and # from J. Hampton Keathley lll, Biblical Studies foundation (www.Bible.org)

Elijah

Poor

Man of moods—extreme

courage & despair
Ahab & Ahaziah

Mainly public & confrontational

with
sins of kings

9

22 years
Repentance
God?

Elisha

Confrontation with prophets of

Baal at
Mount Carmel

Elisha

Wealthy

Self-controlled & even-tempered
Jehoram & Jehu

Mainly private & ministering to
people’s needs

14

50 years

Deeds of kindness

Elijah

Gehazi

Judgment upon 42 insulting
youths at Bethel

20-Jan-18
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Kingdom Crossword Puzzle
Adapted from Mr. Ashley Bryant, International Community School, Singapore (undated)

Crossword Puzzle:
Kings and Covenants

ACROSS

1.

He was the son of Nabat and servant of David, who rebelled against Solomon to establish his own
kingdom, which split the kingdom of Israel (1 Kings 12:3-4)
This man was God’s choice for king over Israel so that God will establish his kingly line forever (1 Sam.

God revealed both his promise and his judgment to David through this man (2 Sam. 7:4-7; chapter 12)

They wanted a king they could see and touch to rule over them just like the other nations (1 Sam. 8:19)

2.
16:13; 2 Sam. 7)

3. He was chosen king by the people because of his stature (1 Sam. 8:19; 10:1)

4. The means by which God establishes a relationship of responsibility between Himself and his people.
It is a divine promise.

5. He anointed both Saul and David as king (1 Sam. 10:1; 16:13)

6.

DOWN

1. The King of kings and Lord of lords who descended from the line of David to establish his kingdom
forever (2 Sam. 7; 1 Tim. 6:14-15)

2. This is the covenant God established with David promising him that his throne would be established
forever (2 Sam. 7:12-16)

3.

4. He was the son of Solomon through whom the line from David to Christ would continue (Matt. 1:7; 1
Kings 12:1)

5.

He was the son of David though whom God’s promise to David would continue (1 Kings 1:30)

20-Jan-18



