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THE BIBLE…BASICALLY@
Studies in Foundational Biblical Literacy

Life Applications from “The Bible File”
John E. Fryman, Ph.D.
To study the Bible without a forceful, thoughtful application of its precepts and instructions is to have only "half a loaf." Its treasure of nuance and testimony to the glory of the Father and His Son is essential to more fully understand the promises that fill its pages from Genesis to Revelation.
Effective teaching requires us to install in the learner a life-related reason for the learning, whatever it might be. In the case of THE BIBLE... BASICALLY®, its teachers should provide rational applications of the lessons to be learned from Scriptures whenever possible. For many Bible readers and teachers, that responsibility comes easily. For others, not so easily, not so quickly.
There follows, therefore, a set of suggested Applications, two for each of the ten file folders of TBB's Bible File. For example: what lessons can we learn from “The Joshua File?” Or what observations and applications can be mined from the “Captivity File?” The possibilities are unlimited and as varied as our ability to comprehend eternal truths from God’s Word.
To give you a jump-start on this idea — and an impetus to develop your own – there follow some possible applications from each of the ten folders of “The Bible File.”
They are not deeply theological. However, in their simplicity of questions and challenges, they will open up conversation and discussion that will bring the group into a closer relationship with each other and to God's Word.
Make use of them as you wish or use them to develop a set of your own; i.e., prayerfully enter the depths of your own spirit, seeking to develop your own original applications that communicate to your students a sampling of all the richness that lies within Scripture’s pages. That richness becomes even more apparent once the great story line of Scripture is understood in its broad outlines – which is the foundational purpose of THE BIBLE... BASICALLY® learning tool in the first place.
_________________________________________________________
Life Application from: The CREATION File
At the time of Noah, mankind was not following God’s ways. The world was totally evil when God called Noah to save himself and his family and the animals from the coming flood, which would destroy all life. He was to build a floating craft unlike any known before. Noah was obedient. He did all that was required of him; he survived the great deluge along with his wife, three sons and their families, preserved safely there with him in the Ark.
Application #1
Noah believed God and he and his family were saved. How clearly do we listen to God’s directions in our own lives, the "still small voice" – even when we do not know the outcome of events that the future may hold for us?
FOR THE GROUP: Have a few students relate such incidents from their own lives or within their families. Those who are willing might share an example when God's directions were not followed in their personal experience.
Application #2
Looking at Noah's life through the long lens of history, we clearly recognize the fact that our world today descends from Noah's and his family's willingness to obey the Lord in order to survive the great catastrophe.
FOR THE GROUP: We never know the eventual results of our willingness to follow the Lord's leading, strange though it might seem at the time. Have students recall historic or other characters not so well known whose lives led to the development of Christian ministries familiar to us today.
_________________________________________________________
Life Application from: The ABRAHAM File
Abraham was called by God to go to a distant and unknown place; a command backed by His promises of a land for him and his descendants, many children even in his old age, and special blessings for all the world to follow from his righteous life. We don’t know how the call came, but Abraham indeed responded. God still calls His people to do certain things, and many don’t respond because they are not sure it comes from God, or else they don’t believe God to see them through to accomplishment.
Application #1
As with Abraham, it often takes time for God to fulfill his promises. The one thing we can count on is that the same God Who made the promises to Abraham — and kept them — makes promises to all of us and He will keep them also. That’s what the Bible is all about! Believe, respond and participate in God’s Plan for all eternity. What a life and what an adventure! Just be patient. Meet with Him constantly in your prayer life. That’s where the Holy Spirit meets us with directions for the coming events in our own lives. Follow those quiet urgings to discover the pathway that will be made clear in due time -- just as Abraham's pathway on his way to Canaan.
FOR THE GROUP: Have students give examples of waiting: some of which resulted in known events, others for which we yet wait for answers or further direction.
Application #2
When Abraham was a boy, growing up in an idolatrous home (his father worshipped the Mesopotamian moon god), he probably never dreamed that his life would take such a turn as reported in Genesis 12. Live expectantly! One never knows when the next hour might well present a change of life circumstance that will echo not only through your own family, but possibly through all human history yet to come.
FOR THE GROUP: Have students recall individuals who came from either humble circumstances are situations vastly different from their later lives, and the effects of their later lives on both secular and Christian history. (Examples: Peter, the big fisherman; or a contemporary local or national leader who emerged from humble circumstances.)
_________________________________________________________
Life Application from: The JOSEPH File
To his older brothers Joseph must have appeared proud and very arrogant, all based on his elderly father’s special favor toward him. Out of their envy and jealousy, the brothers got rid of the boy, or so they thought. When Joseph arrived in Egypt, due to his character traits of honesty, loyalty and faithfulness to the God of his fathers, he behaved morally and eventually rose in the favor of Pharaoh. His character brought him to national attention, an that in turn provided for him a high governmental position of great power and Egyptian influence. His life affected all of history’s follow- on events.
Application #1
Joseph was gifted by God with unusual administrative and managerial abilities, all of which he used as Egypt’s governor. His position in government was also a way to save his family, even though, back in Canaan, his brothers has wickedly mistreated him. How do we handle our own successes? How do we handle others’ successes or failures, maybe those even younger than we? Are we filled with envy? Do we hold grudges? Do we sometimes determine to "set the record straight?"
FOR THE GROUP: Have students give examples of personal battles with envy and grudges, pointing to times of victory over inner urges to rise higher than others, to obtain more possessions, greater social recognition. Can students recall anyone who punished in some way someone who got in the way of their own successes or social position? What was the effect on that person's later life?
Application #2
On the other hand, do we take advantage of every opportunity to live and witness to others as God’s Word instructs us? There is a God-given role for each one of us. To discover it and to fulfill it gives one’s life its deepest meaning. Scripture gives us the directions that lead to that discovery even though, as in Joseph's case, we must pass through some difficult life events before arriving at that place where inner character surmounts all the difficulties.
FOR THE GROUP: Have students identify character qualities of Joseph made clear in Scripture that brought him to the attention of Egypt's government administration, eventually bringing Pharaoh to the place of appointing him as second-in-command of the entire country. Can anyone name a current individual who in some way parallels Joseph rise to fame and power?
___________________________________________________________
Life Application from: The MOSES File
Moses sent the 12 spies northward to explore and research the land of Canaan, the country promised to them by God through their ancestor, Abraham. The men returned with proof of that land’s abundance along with stories of a strong defensive and idolatrous people living there. Of the 12 spies sent out, Caleb and Joshua firmly believed that God gave the Israelites the Land and would protect them as they went in to take it; however, the majority of the people – waiting in the wilderness — were afraid to go in. They longed for the so-called comforts of Egypt! The people didn’t want to go, so they were forced to wander for 40 years in the wilderness.
Application #1
Lesson: the majority is not always right, but God's Word is! God rescued the Hebrews from Egypt and slavery. He provided safety through the waters along with food and water for nourishment. Even after all the miracles, some still complained and wanted to return to the comforts of Egypt. Praise and thanksgiving for God’s blessings are necessary at all times. Complaining is serious business.
FOR THE GROUP: God will bless a grateful people; in time, He will punish a resentful, lustful, complaining people. Which category do we choose to live in? Talk about such decisions and their life-style and spiritual implications.
Application #2
As we get older and become more mature both as adults and as Christians, there are remembered times when we clearly (or not so clearly) heard from God directions for our life movements and decisions. Moses heard such a direction and disobeyed. In Numbers 20, he struck that rock, having been clearly told by God to speak to it. Yes, the water gushed forth, for the good of the people, but Moses' disobedience prevented him from ever entering that Promised Land himself that had beckoned him for decades. He apparently struck the rock in anger. There was a heavy price he had to pay .
FOR THE GROUP: Have the students describe a time when, out of anger or without forethought, someone’s decision produced a negative effect in their personal lives. What can be learned from following Scriptural mandates for our behavior in all areas of our lives?
_________________________________________________________
Life Application from: The JOSHUA File
Joshua, one of the two spies who believed God’s promises while still out in the wilderness, became one of Israel's greatest leaders, the one to finally take the Israelites into the Promised Land. He was to cleanse that land of the people who were totally evil and idolatrous. After seven years of military campaigns, up and down the Land, he did finally divide the land inheritance among the 12 tribes. However, Joshua and his armies did not complete the job of cleaning up the Land as God has directed. Israel’s future history -- directly during Solomon's time -- reaped the results of his error.
Application #1
When we are given an assignment – whether serving God or not – do we start the job, but never complete it, or just do a shoddy performance? Do we perform each of our tasks as if being carried out for God, anyway? Maybe it’s difficult, or uncomfortable or out of public notice. To fulfill God’s plan we must finish His assignments to us just as well as we possibly can, no matter the task, its size or its place of hidden or public notice.
FOR THE GROUP: What were some of the results of Joshua's failure to completely cleanse the land of its idolatrous earlier inhabitants? Can students name any events in contemporary history where failure to accomplish the mission caused extreme difficulties in later times. So what does this mean for our own lives?
Application #2
If we follow the world's news day to day, we quickly realize that many decisions by national or local leaders produce "unintended consequences." Whereas, if wisdom and foresight are applied to decisions, perhaps more positive events would have been the result.
FOR THE GROUP: Have students describe incidents in which their own decisions produced some unintended consequences -- either good or bad. What lessons were learned from those experiences?  Were God's precepts followed in the decision process?
_________________________________________________________
Life Application from: The ANARCHY File
Samson was one of the many judges God used during Israel’s history when, for some 350 years, the people lived just as they wished – and got into great trouble, falling headlong into sin and apostasy. Then after each fall, they called out to God to save them. God gave them a series of judges to bring them out of their trouble and return them to worshipping God and the ways of The Law as given to Moses centuries earlier. This circumstance was repeated time after time.
Application #1
As one of those judges, Samson had amazing gifts, but he mostly served himself. He wasted his abilities for a lifetime; he took on the culture of his idolatrous surroundings. He submitted to a lifestyle far from the precepts and traditions of his Israelite roots. But in the end of life he represented God and saved his people. A better choice is to serve God from our youth, but in any case, be available for God’s service, no matter the call, no matter the destination or position in life.
FOR THE GROUP: Have students discuss the challenges of putting aside desires and accomplishments of the material lifestyle, deciding instead to follow directions of the Holy Spirit. How do we receive those directions? What are some potential outcomes when one decides to serve God and not self?
Application #2
The time of the judges has been described often as a time of national highs followed by national lows; times of blessings followed by times when few blessings were evident. The great test of life is how we live between the highs and the lows. Does our spiritual life continue without change? Does our faith propel us forward even though life, for the moment, looks bleak? Through it all, God is still at work, faithful to provide our needs and apply relief to our wounds.
FOR THE GROUP: Have students describe times in their experience -- among friends and family or in national stress -- where people have continued on through tough times, emerging on the other side stronger and more confident in their actions and decisions. Are there recent Christian examples where staying true to one's faith provided rescue through a difficult situation?
_________________________________________________________
Life Application from: The ROYALTY File
Saul was handsome, a tall, striking man, a born leader who was anointed the first King of a united Israel. In the beginning, he was a good king, but as time passed he began to live his life by his own decisions instead of by God’s direction. Such arrogance and jealousy eventually made him mentally unstable. God set him aside. After Saul, David was made the next King of Israel. He loved God and waited on Him, finally to become Israel’s greatest king. However, he, too, committed a dreadful sin – but he always returned to God in confession and by asking forgiveness.
Application #1
Personal prestige and power often cause many people to resist or ignore God and to think that they are in control of their own lives. When David got out of God’s will, he asked forgiveness and returned to divine control. By asking God’s forgiveness for our own failings, repenting of those negative actions and moving on with living, there is great personal power available toward accomplishing one’s own life goals.
FOR THE GROUP: Are we carrying unnecessary guilt, a weight on our conscience that keeps up from accomplishing the great tasks that the Lord has set in front of us? Have students recount instances where friends or acquaintances have ignored God's standards of morality only to encounter greater difficulties in managing their lives or accomplishing their personal goals.
Application #2
It's called arrogance of power. That was Solomon's problem. In his youth and middle age the great and wise king had it all. But toward the latter years, thanks go Joshua's not completing his task to cleanse the land of its idolatrous populations, Solomon fell himself into idolatry.
FOR THE GROUP: Have students describe idols that we ourselves serve in modern times -- materialism, appetites, and personal position and power. Emphasize how, in our own lives, such idols stand tall in our path, not the carved stone statues of ancient times, but those we bow down to in terms of contemporary living.
_________________________________________________________
Life Application from: The CAPTIVITY File
Because so much of Scripture centers on the lives of great men, significant women in God's Great Plan are often overlooked. (The first evangelized person in Europe was a woman!) One of the Bible’s most famous women and crucial characters, Esther, was in a unique position to save her people, the Jews. She could easily have lost her own life. However, she trusted God to protect her. Result: she saved her people from the plot of its enemies.
Application #1
What do we do in times of danger? Do we panic? Do we run away or hide? Esther took counsel from her uncle, taking one step at a time – with patience – to let God work through her situation so that His plans could move forward. Result: Esther saved her people providing the line of descent that eventually saw Jesus Christ born through Mary, the mother of our Lord! In our time, women should be challenged into roles of Christian service, whatever it might be.
FOR THE GROUP: Have students discuss the idea that we must learn personal patience that allows God to work out His own timetable of events. How can such patience provide future blessings of great value to us and possibly to every person on earth? As Christians do we each have a specific role to fulfill during our lifetimes? Does my life matter? Did Esther's life matter in the long line of history?
Application #2
Through childhood and on into maturity as adults we all have acquired certain ideas, morals and teachings that have proven of enormous value over long periods of time. The Jews in Babylon held on to such training and ideas throughout their captivity.
FOR THE GROUP: What would have been the result in the following centuries had the Jews forsaken their already ancient traditions and instructions from God through Moses and the Torah? What do we learn from this for living and planning our own lives?
_________________________________________________________
Life Application from: The SILENCE File
History shows that God moves characters around on the world stage, many of whom were neither Jews nor Christians. Alexander the Great was such a man. Young as he was he conquered the known world of his day. We wonder how that could be. God wanted the world to have a coherent language -- and Greek ways of logical, ethical thinking -- for later communication of the Gospel message. Thus, he allowed Alexander to accomplish that enormous task. Following Alexander, the Romans greatly improved travel and social organization along with a stable government.
Application #1
Taken together – a convenient international language and relatively easy travel about the Empire – these events allowed the rapid movement of the message of Christ’s gospel when He entered the Earth. History is not the making of men or governments. History is God’s own handiwork. And we are a part of God’s history. Many unbelievers can be reached through secular history as an introduction to God's Word.
FOR THE GROUP: Where is YOUR place in the continuing history of the Church? Great or small, each of us has a godly assignment. As Christians we will not be comfortable in our life situations until we discover that assignment and set off to accomplish it! Discuss the implications of such decisions on personal and family lives. Any reflections on Abraham here?
Application #2
This is an opportunity to remind all students that Christianity is an historic faith! Much that we know of its early history comes from outside the Bible. The more one reads about and researches those early days, the more credible the Gospel becomes not only to ourselves but in the public witnessing opportunities that arrive in time for every believer.
FOR THE GROUP: Have the students reflect from their own education or day-to-day learning of the Greek and Roman times and how those times came to affect the lives and messages of the Savior and his closest associates. Discuss the many parallels of life and times between the Silent Period and our own times.
_________________________________________________________
Life Application from: The JESUS File
Jesus Christ came to earth to save those people who otherwise would be lost for eternity. With His coming, however, He also brought with him a great gift, which was left permanently in the Earth after He returned to His Father in Heaven. The gift He left is called the Holy Spirit. Now that each believer has the Holy Spirit living in his heart, he is never alone, never isolated or without hope.
Application #1
Coming to more fully appreciate the challenges and difficulties that prevailed during the early years of Christianity's development causes us to have a renewed appreciation for the work of the Apostles and early disciples. In our lives of relative modern comfort, comparatively speaking, we fail to appreciate the heroic and unrelenting expressions of faith demonstrated in those ancient lives.
FOR THE GROUP: Have students talk about the challenges of leaving their comfort zones, moving out to serve the Body of Christ in an endless variety of ways, some with high visibility, some in humble surroundings scarcely ever observed. Does anyone, among the students, feel a direct urge to become more active in serving the Body of Christ? If so, ask for a description of those feelings or urges.
Application #2
We are to live our lives under the Holy Spirit’s control, in a constant attitude of prayer and gratitude for the blessings and provision that are ours at this time in history. In return we should always be available for submission to the Spirit’s leading. We must prayerfully search for our own place in carrying out the Great Commission. Our Lord’s last instruction was to spread the Gospel to all parts of the earth, whether in our own neighborhoods or on the opposite side of the planet! Are you spreading the Word to a sad and needy world? The time is now. The need is great.
FOR THE GROUP: Now that students have experienced the 4,000-year- old story of the development of Christianity -- from Abraham to Jesus Christ, the WHAT and the WHY -- have them express their changes of attitude (if any) resulting from new insights into the faith or increased commitments toward service to the Body of Christ, wherever that might lead.

______________________________________________________

FINAL OVERALL QUESTIONS:

Number 1
How has THE BIBLE...BASICALLY® experience changed your view of Scripture, the credibility of the Word and the meaning of Jesus' Gospel and its ministry to the whole world?
Number 2

Can you now see more clearly your own role in God's Great Plan for Man?  If so, how?  What do you plan to do about it?
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