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The Singapore Bible College “The Bible… Basically” Translation Project

Report by Dr. Rick Griffith (Updated 27 April 2013)

Singapore Bible College students have translated TBB since 2007.  This was in lieu of research papers in both bachelors and masters courses: Old Testament Backgrounds, Old Testament Survey, New Testament Backgrounds and New Testament Survey. The Chinese translation was edited in Beijing and is being taught around China, with its 1.2 billion people speaking Mandarin.   Translations of the entire seminar are now complete in Chinese, Indonesian, Malay, Mongolian, Russian, Spanish and Korean.  In addition, 26 other languages are now in process as well.

Each language requires translation of three parts of Dr. John Fryman’s seminar:

1. The PowerPoint comprises 15 presentation files of 945 PPT slides to provide visuals for the audience to see.  This is the heart of the seminar, so this was the priority for translation.

2. The Student Handbook is composed of two parts: The Quick Chronology narrates the biblical story to supplement the seminar after it is over and the Study Helps appendix provides fill-in outlines to use during the seminar itself.  This handbook comprises 80 pages of material.

3. The Teacher Script is the leader’s word-by-word guide as to what to say with each of the 945 PPT slides.  This 424-page book is so huge that we have only two translations of it.

The following chart summarizes how much of each language at SBC has been translated to date:

	Asian Language
	Speakers Worldwide*
	PPT 
Files
	Quick Chron.
	Study Helps
	Teacher Script
	Estimated Attendance

	Arabic (Middle East/N. Africa)
	
	0%
	
	
	
	

	Bangla/Bengali (Bangladesh)
	
	30%
	
	
	
	

	Bisayas (Philippines)
	
	6%
	
	
	
	

	Burmese (Myanmar)
	
	100%
	50%
	100%
	33%
	200

	Chin (Burma)
	
	40%
	
	
	
	

	Chinese (Mandarin)
	1.2 billion
	100%
	100%
	100%
	100%
	500

	Dutch (Netherlands, Indonesia)
	
	15%
	
	
	
	

	French (Mauritius, Ghana)
	
	60%
	
	
	
	

	Hindi (India national language)
	
	50%
	
	
	
	

	Indonesian (Indonesia)
	250 million
	100%
	100%
	100%
	100%
	2000

	Japanese (Japan)
	130 million
	67%
	
	
	
	

	Kachin (Myanmar)
	
	6%
	
	
	
	

	Khmer (Cambodia)
	
	100%
	
	
	
	

	Kiswahili (Kenya)
	
	80%
	
	
	
	

	Korean (Korea)
	60 million
	100%
	100%
	100%
	100%
	100

	Lotha (Nagaland in NE India)
	
	10%
	
	
	
	

	Malay (Malaysia)
	
	100%
	100%
	100%
	100%
	1000

	Malayalam (India)
	30 million
	85%
	
	
	
	

	Mao (Nagaland, NE India)
	
	40%
	
	
	
	

	Mizo (Nagaland, NE India)
	
	10%
	
	
	
	

	Mongolian (Mongolia)
	7 million
	100%
	100%
	100%
	100%
	3000

	Nepali (Nepal)
	
	30%
	
	
	
	

	Nias (Sumatra Is. in Indonesia)
	
	13%
	
	
	
	

	Paite (Manipur in NE India)
	
	13%
	
	
	
	

	Russian (Russia, Mongolia, etc.)
	
	100%
	100%
	100%
	100%
	

	Spanish (Americas/Spain)
	
	100%
	100%
	100%
	100%
	

	Sumi (Manipur, India)
	
	13%
	
	
	
	

	Tagalog (Philippines)
	80 million
	100%
	
	100%
	30%
	

	Tamil (Sri Lanka/India)
	
	100%
	
	100%
	80%
	

	Tangkhul (Manipur in NE India)
	
	93%
	
	
	
	

	Tenyidie (Nagaland, India)
	
	67%
	
	
	
	

	Thai (Thailand)
	
	47%
	
	
	
	

	Vaipei (Manipur in NE India)
	
	47%
	
	
	
	

	Vietnamese (Vietnam)
	90 million
	100%
	50%
	100%
	
	

	34 Languages
	
	
	
	
	
	


*The Cambridge Factfinder, 1993 (www.davidpbrown.co.uk/help/foreign-language-speakers.html)

** Translation handled in Sri Lanka by Caleb, translation director at Lanka Bible College

