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From 840 B.C. to 430 B.C.
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that

WEDGE!

(N)

P
R

O
P

H
E

T
S

 (
1
7
)

NC

THE PROPHETS 

WROTE IN A  400-

YEAR PERIOD 

AFTER THE 

NATIONAL 

“SPLIT.”

© 2006 TBBMI 9.6.07.
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Approximate Timeline:

From 840 B.C. to 430 B.C.

The Prophets 

were NOT just 

wandering all 

over the Bible…         

…from the first 

page to the last!(S)

(S)

(S)

.

( )

}

*

*(S)

(D)

(CW)

(S)

1 Chron

2 Chron

Ezra

Nehemiah

Esther

1 Samuel

2 Samuel
1 Kings

2 Kings

PROPHETS
WROTE
ACROSS
FOUR
HUNDRED
YEARS

AFTER

“ THE
SPLIT”

*
*

*

(S)

(N)

P
R

O
P

H
E

T
S

 (
1
7
)

NC

Setting Up The Books: 

Lining Up 
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Two problems...

Problem #1:                        

No apparent order.

Grouped only by 

MAJOR prophets 

and

MINOR prophets. 

56 2

(S)

(S)

(S)

.

( )

}

*

*(S)

(D)

(CW)

(S)

1 Chron

2 Chron

Ezra

Nehemiah

Esther

1 Samuel

2 Samuel
1 Kings

2 Kings

PROPHETS
WROTE
ACROSS
FOUR
HUNDRED
YEARS

AFTER

“ THE
SPLIT”

*
*

*

(S)

(N)

P
R

O
P

H
E

T
S

 (
1
7
)

NC
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Lining Up 
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(S)

(S)

(S)

.

( )

}

*

*(S)

(D)

(CW)

(S)

1 Chron

2 Chron

Ezra

Nehemiah

Esther

1 Samuel

2 Samuel
1 Kings

2 Kings

PROPHETS
WROTE
ACROSS
FOUR
HUNDRED
YEARS

AFTER

“ THE
SPLIT”

*
*

*

(S)

(N)

MINOR 

PROPHETS:

Much

shorter

works.

(e.g., Isaiah)

(e.g., Jonah)

MAJOR

PROPHETS:

Very

long 

works.
P

R
O

P
H

E
T

S
 (

1
7
)

NC
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The progress of 

Israel's history 

does not match 

the order of the 

prophetical books. 

58

Two problems...

Problem #2:                     

(S)

(S)

(S)

.

*

*

PROPHETS
WROTE
ACROSS
FOUR
HUNDRED
YEARS

AFTER

“ THE
SPLIT”

*
*

*

(S)

(N)

P
R

O
P

H
E

T
S

 (
1
7
)

( )

}

(S)

(D)

(CW)

(S)

1 Chron

2 Chron

Ezra

Nehemiah

Esther

1 Samuel

2 Samuel
1 Kings

2 Kings
NC
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Lining Up 
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Why not place the 

prophets in an 

order that matches 

the historical order 

of events as the 

biblical record  

(and other history) 

tell us?

59

SO…

(S)

(S)

(S)

.

*

*

PROPHETS
WROTE
ACROSS
FOUR
HUNDRED
YEARS

AFTER

“ THE
SPLIT”

*
*

*

(S)

(N)

1

P
R

O
P

H
E

T
S

 (
1
7
)

( )

}

(S)

(D)

(CW)

(S)

1 Chron

2 Chron

Ezra

Nehemiah

Esther

1 Samuel

2 Samuel
1 Kings

2 Kings
NC

Setting Up The Books: 

Lining Up 

The Old Testament 



© 2006 TBBMI 9.65.07.60

Approximate Timeline:

From 760 B.C. to 430 B.C.

1

“THE PROPHETS”

THE  17 BOOKS OF

REARRANGING(N)

(N)

(S)

(S)

(S)

.

*

*

PROPHETS
WROTE
ACROSS
FOUR
HUNDRED
YEARS

AFTER

“ THE
SPLIT”

*
*

*

(S)

LOOK AT THEM 

CHRONOLOGICALLY!

P
R

O
P

H
E

T
S

 (
1
7
)

( )

}

(S)

(D)

(CW)

(S)

1 Chron

2 Chron

Ezra

Nehemiah

Esther

1 Samuel

2 Samuel
1 Kings

2 Kings
NC
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(N)

(N)

(S)

(S)

(S)

.

*

*

PROPHETS
WROTE
ACROSS
FOUR
HUNDRED
YEARS

AFTER

“ THE
SPLIT”

*
*

(S)

61

Approximate Timeline:

From 760 B.C. to 430 B.C.

2

P
R

O
P

H
E

T
S

 (
1
7
)

“THE PROPHETS”

THE  17 BOOKS OF

REARRANGING

LOOK AT THEM 

CHRONOLOGICALLY!

*

( )

}

(S)

(D)

(CW)

(S)

1 Chron

2 Chron

Ezra

Nehemiah

Esther

1 Samuel

2 Samuel
1 Kings

2 Kings
NC

Setting Up The Books: 

Lining Up 
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“THE PROPHETS”

THE  17 BOOKS OF

REARRANGING

LOOK AT THEM 

CHRONOLOGICALLY!

(S)

(S)

(S)

.

*

*

PROPHETS
WROTE
ACROSS
FOUR
HUNDRED
YEARS

AFTER

“ THE
SPLIT”

*
*

*

TO ISRAEL
(N. KINGDOM)

(S)

(N)

FIRST…                 

THOSE TO ISRAEL 
(NORTHERN KINGDOM)

P
R

O
P

H
E

T
S

 (
1
7
)

( )

}

(S)

(D)

(CW)

(S)

1 Chron

2 Chron

Ezra

Nehemiah

Esther

1 Samuel

2 Samuel
1 Kings

2 Kings
NC

Setting Up The Books: 

Lining Up 

The Old Testament 



© 2006 TBBMI 9.65.07.63

“THE PROPHETS”

THE  17 BOOKS OF

REARRANGING

LOOK AT THEM 

CHRONOLOGICALLY!

(S)

(S)

(S)

.

*

*

PROPHETS
WROTE
ACROSS
FOUR
HUNDRED
YEARS

AFTER

“ THE
SPLIT”

*
*

*

TOJUDAH
IN DECLINE:

TO ISRAEL
(N. KINGDOM)

(S)

(N)

SECOND…                 

THOSE TO JUDAH 
(SOUTHERN KINGDOM)

1

P
R

O
P

H
E

T
S

 (
1
7
)

( )

}

(S)

(D)

(CW)

(S)

1 Chron

2 Chron

Ezra

Nehemiah

Esther

1 Samuel

2 Samuel
1 Kings

2 Kings
NC
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Lining Up 
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(N)

(S)

(S)

(S)

.

*

*

PROPHETS
WROTE
ACROSS
FOUR
HUNDRED
YEARS

AFTER

“ THE
SPLIT”

*
*

*

TOJUDAH
IN DECLINE:

TOJUDAH
IN CRISIS:

TO ISRAEL
(N. KINGDOM)

(S)

64

“THE PROPHETS”

THE  17 BOOKS OF

REARRANGING

LOOK AT THEM 

CHRONOLOGICALLY!

(N)

P
R

O
P

H
E

T
S

 (
1
7
)

SECOND…                 

THOSE TO JUDAH 
(SOUTHERN KINGDOM)

( )

}

(S)

(D)

(CW)

(S)

1 Chron

2 Chron

Ezra

Nehemiah

Esther

1 Samuel

2 Samuel
1 Kings

2 Kings
NC

Setting Up The Books: 

Lining Up 
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“THE PROPHETS”

THE  17 BOOKS OF

REARRANGING

LOOK AT THEM 

CHRONOLOGICALLY!

(N)

(S)

(S)

(S)

.

*

*

PROPHETS
WROTE
ACROSS
FOUR
HUNDRED
YEARS

AFTER

“ THE
SPLIT”

*
*

*

TOJUDAH
IN DECLINE:

TOJUDAH
IN CRISIS:

TOJUDAH
IN CAPTIVITY:

TO ISRAEL
(N. KINGDOM)

(S)

(N)

P
R

O
P

H
E

T
S

 (
1
7
)

SECOND…                 

THOSE TO JUDAH 
(SOUTHERN KINGDOM)

( )

}

(S)

(D)

(CW)

(S)

1 Chron

2 Chron

Ezra

Nehemiah

Esther

1 Samuel

2 Samuel
1 Kings

2 Kings
NC
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Lining Up 
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“THE PROPHETS”

THE  17 BOOKS OF

REARRANGING

LOOK AT THEM 

CHRONOLOGICALLY!

TOJUDAH
IN RETURN:

(N)

(S)

(S)

(S)

.

*

*

PROPHETS
WROTE
ACROSS
FOUR
HUNDRED
YEARS

AFTER

“ THE
SPLIT”

*
*

*

TOJUDAH
IN DECLINE:

TOJUDAH
IN CRISIS:

TOJUDAH
IN CAPTIVITY:

TO ISRAEL
(N. KINGDOM)

P
R

O
P

H
E

T
S

 (
1
7
)

(S)

(N)

SECOND…                 

THOSE TO JUDAH 
(SOUTHERN KINGDOM)

( )

}

(S)

(D)

(CW)

(S)

1 Chron

2 Chron

Ezra

Nehemiah

Esther

1 Samuel

2 Samuel
1 Kings

2 Kings
NC
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“The Prophecies”
THE  17 BOOKS OF

SETTING UP 

THE BOOKS

67

The Non-Writing Prophets                     

Examples:                        

ELIJAH                                

ELISHA                              

(Others)

TOJUDAH
IN RETURN:

(N)

(S)

(S)

(S)

.

*

*

PROPHETS
WROTE
ACROSS
FOUR
HUNDRED
YEARS

AFTER

“ THE
SPLIT”

*
*

*

TOJUDAH
IN DECLINE:

TOJUDAH
IN CRISIS:

TOJUDAH
IN CAPTIVITY:

TO ISRAEL
(N. KINGDOM)

(S)

P
R

O
P

H
E

T
S

 (
1
7
)

( )

}

(S)

(D)

(CW)

(S)

1 Chron

2 Chron

Ezra

Nehemiah

Esther

1 Samuel

2 Samuel
1 Kings

2 Kings
NC
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(N)

The Asterisks:         

Major Prophets

68

“THE PROPHETS”

THE  17 BOOKS OF

REARRANGING

TOJUDAH
IN RETURN:

(S)

(S)

(S)

.

*

*

PROPHETS
WROTE
ACROSS
FOUR
HUNDRED
YEARS

AFTER

“ THE
SPLIT”

*
*

*

TOJUDAH
IN DECLINE:

TOJUDAH
IN CRISIS:

TOJUDAH
IN CAPTIVITY:

TO ISRAEL
(N. KINGDOM)

(S)

(N)

P
R

O
P

H
E

T
S

 (
1
7
)

( )

}

(S)

(D)

(CW)

(S)

1 Chron

2 Chron

Ezra

Nehemiah

Esther

1 Samuel

2 Samuel
1 Kings

2 Kings
NC
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TO the “Northern” Kingdom

…ISRAEL: The Diaspora…

69

Approximate Timeline:

760 B.C. to 730 B.C.

AMOS

HOSEA

JONAH (to Nineveh)

“THE PROPHETS”

THE  17 BOOKS OF

REARRANGING

TOJUDAH
IN RETURN:

(N)

(S)

(S)

(S)

.

*

*

Amos

Hosea

Jonah
(NINEVEH)

PROPHETS
WROTE
ACROSS
FOUR
HUNDRED
YEARS

AFTER

“ THE
SPLIT”

*
*

*

TOJUDAH
IN DECLINE:

TOJUDAH
IN CRISIS:

TOJUDAH
IN CAPTIVITY:

TO ISRAEL
(N. KINGDOM)

(S)

(N)

P
R

O
P

H
E

T
S

 (
1
7
)

( )

}

(S)

(D)

(CW)

(S)

1 Chron

2 Chron

Ezra

Nehemiah

Esther

1 Samuel

2 Samuel
1 Kings

2 Kings
NC
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To the “Southern” Kingdom

…Judah in DECLINE…

70

Approximate Timeline:

830 B.C. to 590 B.C.

“THE PROPHETS”

THE  17 BOOKS OF

REARRANGING

TOJUDAH
IN RETURN:

(S)

(S)

(S)

.

*

*

Amos

Hosea

Isaiah

Joel

Micah

Jonah
(NINEVEH)

Obadiah
(EDOM)

PROPHETS
WROTE
ACROSS
FOUR
HUNDRED
YEARS

AFTER

“ THE
SPLIT”

*
*

*

TOJUDAH
IN DECLINE:

TOJUDAH
IN CRISIS:

TOJUDAH
IN CAPTIVITY:

TO ISRAEL
(N. KINGDOM)

(S)

P
R

O
P

H
E

T
S

 (
1
7
)

(N)

ISAIAH

JOEL

MICAH

OBADIAH (To Edom)

1

( )

}

(S)

(D)

(CW)

(S)

1 Chron

2 Chron

Ezra

Nehemiah

Esther

1 Samuel

2 Samuel
1 Kings

2 Kings
NC
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To the “Southern” Kingdom

…JUDAH in CRISIS…

71

Approximate Timeline:

630 B.C. to 600 B.C.

“THE PROPHETS”

THE  17 BOOKS OF

REARRANGING

TOJUDAH
IN RETURN:

(S)

(S)

(S)

.

*

*

Amos

Hosea

Isaiah

Joel

Micah

Habakkuk

Zephaniah

Jonah
(NINEVEH)

Nahum
(NINEVEH)

Obadiah
(EDOM)

PROPHETS
WROTE
ACROSS
FOUR
HUNDRED
YEARS

AFTER

“ THE
SPLIT”

*
*

*

TOJUDAH
IN DECLINE:

TOJUDAH
IN CRISIS:

TOJUDAH
IN CAPTIVITY:

TO ISRAEL
(N. KINGDOM)

(S)

P
R

O
P

H
E

T
S

 (
1
7
)

(N)

JEREMIAH

LAMENTATIONS

HABAKKUK

NAHUM (To Nineveh)

ZEPHANIAH

1

Lamenta-
tions( )

}

(S)

(D)

(CW)

(S)

1 Chron

2 Chron

Ezra

Nehemiah

Esther

1 Samuel

2 Samuel
1 Kings

2 Kings
NCJeremiah
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To the “Southern” Kingdom: 

72

Approximate Timeline:

About 595 B.C.

The NEW COVENANT

is announced in

Jeremiah 31:31

“THE PROPHETS”

THE  17 BOOKS OF

REARRANGING

(S)

(S)

(S)

(S)

TOJUDAH
IN RETURN:

(S)

(S)

(S)

.

*

*

Amos

Hosea

Isaiah

Joel

Micah

Habakkuk

Zephaniah

Jonah
(NINEVEH)

Nahum
(NINEVEH)

Obadiah
(EDOM)

PROPHETS
WROTE
ACROSS
FOUR
HUNDRED
YEARS

AFTER

“ THE
SPLIT”

*
*

*

TOJUDAH
IN DECLINE:

TOJUDAH
IN CRISIS:

TOJUDAH
IN CAPTIVITY:

TO ISRAEL
(N. KINGDOM)

(S)

Lamenta-
tions

P
R

O
P

H
E

T
S

 (
1
7
)

NC

(N)

( )

}

(S)

(D)

(CW)

(S)

1 Chron

2 Chron

Ezra

Nehemiah

Esther

1 Samuel

2 Samuel
1 Kings

2 Kings
NCJeremiah
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To the “Southern” Kingdom

…JUDAH in CAPTIVITY…

73

Approximate Timeline:

About 600 B.C.

“THE PROPHETS”

THE  17 BOOKS OF

REARRANGING

TOJUDAH
IN RETURN:

(S)

(S)

(S)

.

*

*

Amos

Hosea

Isaiah

Joel

Micah

Habakkuk

Zephaniah

Ezekiel
Daniel

Jonah
(NINEVEH)

Nahum
(NINEVEH)

Obadiah
(EDOM)

PROPHETS
WROTE
ACROSS
FOUR
HUNDRED
YEARS

AFTER

“ THE
SPLIT”

*
*

*

TOJUDAH
IN DECLINE:

TOJUDAH
IN CRISIS:

TOJUDAH
IN CAPTIVITY:

TO ISRAEL
(N. KINGDOM)

(S)

(N)

EZEKIEL

DANIEL

P
R

O
P

H
E

T
S

 (
1
7
)

Lamenta-
tions( )

}

(S)

(D)

(CW)

(S)

1 Chron

2 Chron

Ezra

Nehemiah

Esther

1 Samuel

2 Samuel
1 Kings

2 Kings
NCJeremiah
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To the “Southern” Kingdom

…JUDAH in RETURN…

74

Approximate Timeline:

520 B.C. to 430 B.C.

(N)

“THE PROPHETS”

THE  17 BOOKS OF

REARRANGING

TOJUDAH
IN RETURN:

(S)

(S)

(S)

.

*

*

Amos

Hosea

Isaiah

Joel

Micah

Habakkuk

Zephaniah

Ezekiel
Daniel

Haggai

Zechariah

Malachi

Jonah
(NINEVEH)

Nahum
(NINEVEH)

Obadiah
(EDOM)

PROPHETS
WROTE
ACROSS
FOUR
HUNDRED
YEARS

AFTER

“ THE
SPLIT”

*
*

*

TOJUDAH
IN DECLINE:

TOJUDAH
IN CRISIS:

TOJUDAH
IN CAPTIVITY:

TO ISRAEL
(N. KINGDOM)

(S)

(N)

HAGGAI

ZECHARIAH

MALACHI

P
R

O
P

H
E

T
S

 (
1
7
)

Lamenta-
tions( )

}

(S)

(D)

(CW)

(S)

1 Chron

2 Chron

Ezra

Nehemiah

Esther

1 Samuel

2 Samuel
1 Kings

2 Kings
NCJeremiah
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(N)

TOJUDAH
IN RETURN:

(N)

(S)

(S)

(S)

.

*

*

Amos

Hosea

Isaiah

Joel

Micah

Habakkuk

Zephaniah

Ezekiel
Daniel

Haggai

Zechariah

Malachi

Jonah
(NINEVEH)

Nahum
(NINEVEH)

Obadiah
(EDOM)

PROPHETS
WROTE
ACROSS
FOUR
HUNDRED
YEARS

AFTER

“ THE
SPLIT”

*

TOJUDAH
IN DECLINE:

TOJUDAH
IN CRISIS:

TOJUDAH
IN CAPTIVITY:

TO ISRAEL
(N. KINGDOM)

(S)

75 1

“THE PROPHETS”

THE  17 BOOKS OF

REARRANGING

To the

NORTHERN Kingdom

3 BOOKS

To the

SOUTHERN Kingdom

14 BOOKS

P
R

O
P

H
E

T
S

 (
1
7
)

Lamenta-
tions

*
*( )

}

(S)

(D)

(CW)

(S)

1 Chron

2 Chron

Ezra

Nehemiah

Esther

1 Samuel

2 Samuel
1 Kings

2 Kings
NCJeremiah

Setting Up The Books: 

Lining Up 

The Old Testament 
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A Helpful 

Memory Tool For...

UNTANGLING ALL 

THOSE PROPHETS! 

“THE PROPHETS”

THE  17 BOOKS OF

UNTANGLINGJUDAH:

DECLINE

JUDAH:

RETURN

ISRAEL:

(N.) ONLY

JUDAH:

CRISIS

JUDAH:

CAPTIVE

TO ISRAEL: N.KINGDOM

*

*

*

*

(Edom)

(Niveveh)

(Nineveh)

Obadiah

Isaiah

Micah

Joel

Jeremiah

Habakkuk
Nahum

Jonah

Amos

Hosea 

Ezekiel

Daniel

Haggai

Zechariah

Malachi

Zephaniah

NC

Lamentations*

TO JUDAH

IN RETURN

TO JUDAH

INDECLINE

IN
TO JUDAH

CRISIS:

TO JUDAH

IN CAPTIVITY:

1

P
R

O
P

H
E

T
S

 (
1
7
)

769.6.07.

A

Untangling The

Prophets!

H
J

I
J
M
O

J
L
H

N
Z

E
D

H
Z
M

NC
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NC

A RABIA

AD H
J EWELS

JUDAH:

DECLINE

JUDAH:

RETURN

ISRAEL:

(N.) ONLY

JUDAH:

CRISIS

JUDAH:

CAPTIVE

TO ISRAEL: N.KINGDOM

*

*

*

*

(Edom)

(Niveveh)

(Nineveh)

Obadiah

Isaiah

Micah

Joel

Jeremiah

Habakkuk
Nahum

Jonah

Amos

Hosea 

Ezekiel

Daniel

Haggai

Zechariah

Malachi

Zephaniah

Lamentations*

TO JUDAH

INDECLINE

IN
TO JUDAH

CRISIS:

TO JUDAH

IN CAPTIVITY:

P
R

O
P

H
E

T
S

 (
1
7
)

TO JUDAH

IN RETURN

“Arabia 

Had 

Jewels.” 

“THE PROPHETS”

THE  17 BOOKS OF

UNTANGLING

779.6.07.

MEMORY TOOL:

Setting Up The Books: 

Lining Up 

The Old Testament 



A

Untangling The

Prophets!

BEY

SRAEL

UST

UST

RABIA

AD H
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