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Temptations to Look Down
T LSRR
e How much longere LtFEEHAIEHM
does the Lord IRWSFHB S E
want us to pastor 4 A& ?
and teach in o EHFRILIE John

Singapore? BR 45 EEAl X2 B

How will John REZFEMER?

graduate debt o BAiJREFIWERED

free next year? HEF= BIZHIE
e Will we everown $=FEERHGBRILE

a house or have {R4&FE?

money to retire?




Don't Look Down
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Transition? AN&LET?
Finances? IABUR R ?
Physical? B4R E?
Relational? AfFXR?




How can you
look up to the
LORD during
your struggle?
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The Assyrian Threat F:hfE R

Assyrian Expansion
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Timeline BYjE§H  IsaiahLLEEVF 740-680 BC

United Divided Solitary Post-
Kingdom . Kingdom Kingdom Exile
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Isaiah 40: Three ways to look up...

LETH 40: AXFEHBK=15%...



. Know
that He
cares (1-
11).

. EHNEH
£F (1-
11).




A. God tenderly replaced His
discipline with His glory and Word
(40:1-11).

A. LA EE N RIEIRS
S T E# (40:1-11).




|lsaiah 40:1
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"Speak tenderly to Jerusalem.
Tell her that her sad days are gone
and her sins are pardoned.
Yes, the LORD has punished her twice
over for all her sins.”

MIERREMNEEBNE RENTE

&: N EHELSRET,
M FEEEEZRTT,
ff[JX&E B S I— Y1 3E,

ESMIRFENFEZETERFIT, "
TS N HFANE EER

Isaiah 40:2 NLT




Isaiah: Restoration of the Created Order

Judgment Salvation
(and Salvation) | (and Judgment)

Chapters 1-39 Chapters 40-66
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God's glory would be seen
with His Word (3-8).
R RIZEE B HIEERUER
(3-8).




Listen! It's the voice of someone shouting,
"Clear the way through the wilderness
for the LORD! Make a straight highway
through the wasteland for our God!
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|lsaiah 40:3



4Fill in the valleys, and level the mountains
and hills. Straighten the curves, and smooth
out the rough places. °Then the glory of the
LORD will be revealed, and all people will see it
together. The LORD has spoken!™
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Isaiah 40:4-5



Rough Riders




"Roll out the
red carpet!”




Isaiah 40:6 NLT

A voice said, "Shout!"
| asked, "What should | shout?"
"Shout that people are like the grass.
Their beauty fades as quickly
as the flowers in a field.
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Isaiah 40:7-8 NLT

"The grass withers and the flowers fade
beneath the breath of the LORD.
And so it is with people.
8The grass withers and the flowers fade,
but the word of our God stands forever."
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God cared for Judahf8ii a8 &t F L
tenderly (40:9 NLT) (40:9)

O Zion, messenger of
good news, HRHFE BES R Z R !
shout from the R EﬁJ:.—,IJ.I
mountaintops! RiF{E RIS ERERIEUR Y
Shout it louder, O Mfio] 1
Jerusalem. {RERDIDFE.
Shout, and do not be EifFE, F~Z=1HiA !
afraid. ENFIE R BIAR IR -
Tell the towns of "B, MMy m
Judah,
"Your God is coming!"”




God cared for Judahf8ii a8 &t F L
tenderly (40:10 NLT) (40:10)

10Yes, the Sovereign 10 & HS ! EHRFI4EX 8
LORD is coming in KeeH gzl
power. ﬁﬂﬂ’]ﬂﬁg*gﬁﬂi’.aaﬂ
He will rule witha F# ! #higF ANEGE
powerful arm. See, he fhARE,
brings his reward with 1 A B3R R fth

him as he comes. Bl




He will feed his flock
like a shepherd.

He will carry the lambs
in his arms, holding
them close to his
heart. He will gently
lead the mother sheep
with their young.

fm;Z\ﬁfr&Jﬁz%E O AY3
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#ﬂ?‘ E B4R,
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Isaiah 40:11 NLT




Do you feel that God

cares for yO U ?

mezarwEniTne




Loving Discipline
(Heb. 12:5-6 NLT)

EHEH
(% 1HE$H12:5-6)

"My child, don't make light of the LORD's discipline, and

don't give up when he corrects you. ®For the LORD
disciplines those he loves,
and he punishes each one he accepts as his
child.”

"BIL ! R AR EMNEH,
ZRENERHERt AZERID;
EAXREN, hihE2,

fth X HEFT TN B — 1 L F.




Loving Discipline
(Heb. 12:7 NLT)

ZEHEH
(FEHEH12:7)

’As you endure this divine discipline, remember that
God is treating you as his own children. Who ever heard
of a child who is never disciplined by its father?
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. Know
that He
cares (1-
11).

. EHNEH
£F (1-
11).




. Know that He's able (12-26).
. EXEH#EAEDS (12-26).




A. God rules the world with all
power (12-26).

A. HLLZEEEEHF (12-26).




1. He's bigger than
anything (12-13).

"Who else has held
the oceans in his
hand?”

1. fte it R — ) 254
(12-13).

Isaiah 40:12a N EEAELELHEK 7"




Isaiah 40:12b NLT

Who has measured off
the heavens with his
fingers?

Who else knows the
weight of the earth
or has weighed the
mountains and hills on
a scale?

ENIEX0E ?
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Who is able to advise the Spirit of the

' . LORD? Who knows enough to give

He's wiser ;" dvice or teach him? "Has the
than LORD ever needed anyone's advice?
anyone Does he need instruction about what

(40:13_1 4 iIs good? Did someone teach him
NLT) what is right or show him the path of
' justice?

‘ it I ERRIAEHT R,
ML E gt sSE 2
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(40:13-14). IEERNEESH, EMREK 1,
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He's incomparable (15-26).

th TS0 (15-26).




Isalah 40:15 NLT

No, for all the
nations of the world
are but a drop In
the bucket. They
are nothing more
than dust on the
scales. He picks up
the whole earth as
though it were a
grain of sand.
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All the wood
In Lebanon's
forests and all
Lebanon's
animals
would not be
enough to

make a burnt
offering
worthy of our
God.

Isaiah 40:16
NLT
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The nations of the

world are worth »
nothing to him. In HEE{%EHU!@%;F

his eyes they count —'

for less than EME;I;,;E_L?@ 0
nothing—mere it ¢ o

emptiness and froth.

Isaiah 40:17 NLT




Isaiah 40:18-19 NLT

To whom can you compare
God? What image can you
find to resemble him? °Can
he be compared to an idol
formed in a mold,
overlaid with gold, and
decorated with silver
chains?

R JHEIHESR BR e LLOE 2
MIJAE L R K5 MFHHI0E
f?

EFEE, EEABEN,
BERSTHEAR,
FIET 1 E iR




Isaiah 40:20 NLT

Or if people are too poor
for that, they might at least
choose wood that won't
decay and a skilled
craftsman to carve an
image that won't fall down!
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Haven't you - _
heard? Don't you Isaiah 40:21 NLT

understand?
Are you deaf to the
words of God—
the words he gave
before the world

began? Are you so
ignorant?
fR{IAF L XES 2
fRAIA DT g 2
FRMEHRESESIFZIRIING 2
BMXHRIREIL T LUK, (RIS T
BAgE ?




God sits above the circle of the earth.
The people below seem like grasshoppers to
him! He spreads out the heavens like a
curtain and makes his tent from them.

HLERHMEE 2 £,
dth I B R AR EFIE,
fib §B5IIE X ANTRISIKIE -,
RIF ARG BRI A LUE I

|Isaiah 40:22 NLT




Isaiah 40:23-24 NLT

23He judges the great people of the
world and brings them all to
nothing. 24They hardly get started,

barely taking root, when he blows
on them and they wither. The wind
carries them off like chaff.

23 fih (= AR T T/, it EREHIE A

RE 22, 24 fiaf)F MIRUE £, RIRIF L, #{]ai
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Isaiah 40:25 NLT

"To whom will you
compare me? Who is
my equal?™ asks the

Holy One.

AEH R "R{JIEESR R
fHEE, i EFARZFIRE 2"




"Look up into the heavens. Who
created all the stars? He brings
them out like an army, one after
another, callin each by its name.’

“IRRRZE R ;F
ERECET *‘EH - e é
EEREH BB RM

——iE A HElE? "

9\996‘ ‘

"Rth I KEEX A,
E— AR, "
(LIZETFH 40:26).
"Because of his great power and
incomparable strength, not a single
one is missing" (Isa 40:26 NLT).




A building with its own zip
code!




Hong Kong from my flight
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. Know
that He
cares (1-
11).

. EHNEH
£F (1-
11).




. Know that He's able (12-26).
. EXEH#EAEDS (12-26).




lll. Trust in His strength (27-31).
. {EEMERIEES (27-31).




O Jacob, how can you say the LORD does not
see your troubles? O Israel, how can you say
God ighores your rights?

AW ! IRAELXEFR: LLESIH ! fRAE L
18R - " BB it (R HR FN SRR .
BHIRGEER 2T ?

Isaiah 40:27
NLT




Isaiah 40:28 NLT

Have you never
heard? Have you
never understood?
The LORD is the

everlasting God, the
Creator of all the
earth. He never
grows weak or weary.
No one can measure
the depths of his
understanding.

{RA%0ENS 2
(R 2
KTEER . HRFNLE,
Hh Ak BIEIE E
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29 FZ /), B,  2°He gives power to the
X8, thnh=E, weak and strength to
N RBFRANRIE the powerless.
B, A ths 30Even youths will
RN, become weak and tired,
and young men will fall
In exhaustion.

Isaiah 40:29-30 NLT




But those who trust in the LORD will find new
strength.

EALMEBMFAEBN, BEFTN;

They will soar high on wings like eagles.
They will run and not grow weary.
They will walk and not faint.

)RS — R LS ;
fiufi)zEen, th FEEE,
tfiJ1TE, W FEZ.

Isaiah 40:31 NLT




... They will soar high
on wings like eagles...

LA RE—FRALS...

Isaiah 40:31 NLT



It is not the burdens
. . BEANETEHNAZEA
of lite that welgh Us o yyin> me#ETR

down—it is how we
handle them {iJan{e m ¥IFOLL ER




He cares and He's able,
so trust Him

1 A EEDS,
FrLLE{ESEHE




How can you trust God with your
struggle right now?




The Gaze-Glance Principle ;-84 AN
Seeking God's Hand-S K 7K ¥

Source: Elton &
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2009), 33

Our Request
HAiJH9IER

)




The Gaze-Glance Principle ;- a9 4N
Seeking God's Face K #4435

Source: Elton &
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