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A Key Recent Discovery (BAR Nov/Dec 02)
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What is Archaeology?
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Biblical Archaeology’ selects those material remains
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of Palestine and its neighboring countries which relate
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to the biblical period and narrative. These include the remains
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of buildings, art, inscriptions and every artifact which helps the
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understanding of the history, life and customs of the Hebrews and those
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peoples who, like the Egyptians, Phoenicians, Syrians, Assyrians and
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Babylonians, came into contact and influenced them.”
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--D. J. Wiseman, “Archaeology,” New Bible Dictionary, 2d ed. (Wheaton: Tyndale, 1982), 70




What is Archaeology?
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The word itself :E{EF A5
: Greek Meaning: arche (old) + logos (word)
il SO R arche (Fr=&HY)+logos (RHE)
Archaeology = “old words” =& 8= " 2104 K,
Some definitions —LLE

“The science or study of history from the remains of early human cultures as
discovered chiefly by systematic excavations” (Funk & Wagnall's)
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“The scientific study of material remains (as fossil relics, artifacts, monuments)
of past human life and activities” (Webster’s)
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Archaeological Terms
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2 Classification of Objects
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2 Artifacts (e.g., Herodian lamp)
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Schematic drawing of an ancient Palestinian tell showing methods of excavation
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History of Biblical Archaeology
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2 Accident: Rosetta Stone discovery (1799)
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History of Biblical Archaeology
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= Accident: Rosetta Stone
discovery (1799)
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2, Surface: Edward Robinson
& Eli Smith (1838)
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2 Digs: DeSaulcy In
Jerusalem (1863)
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Excavation Sites
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Siloam Inscription
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Methods
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~2 Sounding (vertical) 2 Stratification (entire side)
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;- Stepped trench (portion of tell) .
PR 2R (HR A HY BT 2 Carbon-14 testing
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Schematic drawing of an ancient Palestinian tell showing methods of excavation
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Value of Biblical Archaeology
2 REE

zz Confirmation of Biblical

History (cf. OTB, 201-4)
éﬁ}ﬁng«q—gg(ﬁ«e%%%%jﬁﬂéw
B P. 201-4)




Confirmation of Biblical History

2, Black Sea habitation (OTB, 211a)
FBEEZ (2 IRELEL T &= 0 P.211a)




Confirmation of Biblical History
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2 Place of trumpeting (OTB, 211)
(2 E LKA » P.211)
2 Glhon Spring wall and gate (AD 1999;
OTB, 33-34)
%QJIIZ%EﬁHi%DF?I(Tﬁ1999 » 2%
FEEANEEK T & 0 P.33-34)




Black Sea habitation (OTB, 211a)

FRORREZH (EE S 0 P.211a)

PIace of trumpeting (OTB, 211)

R | (4T = » P.211)

Gihon Spring wall and gate (1999, OTB, 33-34)
FELIIl 2 SRS R P (1999 - B8R & - P. 33-34)
Hezekiah'’s tunnel and Warren’s Shaft (OTB, 31)
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Transmission of Scripture
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2. Masoretic Isalah

Scroll
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2 Dead Sea Isalah Scroll
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Value of Biblical Archaeology
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2z Confirmation of Biblical History (cf.
OTB, 201-4)

BRI SR B (B 4 EE K AT FEP.2014)
= Confirmation of Transmission of

Scripture
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2 Insight into Interpreting Scripture
PR AR 2K S N B =2

2 Source of Revenue for Israel & Her
Neighbors
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Dangers of Biblical Archaeology
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2 Priority: Will one first accept the Bible or archaeology?
BRI et ot S E HE?

2, Subjectivity: Bias Is a problem for liberal and

conservative alike

FEE R R EE I E MR EEFEERNE
2 Incomplete Record: Most of the Bible cannot be
proven by archaeology
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Dangers of Biblical Archaeology
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2 Priority: Will one first accept the Bible or archaeology?
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2 Subjectivity: Bias is a problem for liberal and conservative alike

R (R R T R RS T s FAE

2 Incomplete Record: Most of the Bible cannot be proven by archaeology

AN SEERECER AR EM T BB NS A e 126 B -
2z Complexity: Biblical archaeology is the oldest, most complicated, most
stratified, least substantiated type
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Dangers of Biblical Archaeology
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2 Priority: Will one first accept the Bible or archaeology?
BIeRFrre o B Y
2 Subjectivity: Bias is a problem for liberal and conservative alike

B (R R 1 R 3 R 25 E R R

2 Incomplete Record: Most of the Bible cannot be proven by archaeology

REE ISR KRB EE RN B R e S E -

2z Complexity: Biblical archaeology is the oldest, most complicated, most
stratified, least substantiated type
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2 Limited Apologetic Value: It cannot prove God’s existence or create faith
in Christ
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Can archaeology prove Moses received
the Ten Commandments?
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Archaeology
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2, Excavating Jerusalem’s
Western Wall
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2, Archaeology will never end
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2 The most popular
archaeology
magazine began

in 1975
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10 Great Finds
TR B

22 This BAR article by
Michael D. Coogan
highlights the ten most
significant artifacts
throughout the Middle

East (May/June 1995)
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2 Nineveh, Iraq
@}ﬁzﬁéﬁ &
ip

2 650 BC

ETT:J?U%OEE
2 Flood story similar
to Gen. 6-9
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- DEelll fdsdll Willa
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7 Egypt fﬁ&

2 1850 BC PH A1 18504

2 Attests to Israelites trading in Egypt

fo B ARSI ANTFIR R 4L

2 Joseph story (Gen. 37-50)
SRR (1) 37-90%F)

2. Solomon’s wife (1 Kings 9:16), etc.

FzE I ZE (T F9:16)%

8 wealthy Asiatic men
& 4 women follow
(note beards)

NGl S EEDL B PN
EZZ NERFE (2 850)

Two Egyptians lead 219

the procession
(no beards
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#3 Gezer High Place
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N%ear Tel Aviv, Israel SE3T DL A NG 4
2 1600 BC P57 HIj16004E
2, Covenant made with stones

{ETETTEY

2 Jacob & Laban (Gen. 31:43-54)
HERSSHLE (Bl 31:43-54)

% Joshua at covenant renewal (Josh. 24:25-27)
NE o —2RT4Y (& 24:25-27)




#4 Knife handle
JITA

2 Megiddo, Israel DLEFIEY K 2%
1250 BC P T Hj12504E

2z Shows Egyptian control over Megiddo as well as the
luxury of Canaanite royal courts akin to Solomon’s (1
Kings 6:23-28; Exod. 25:17-22)
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2 Ras Shamra, Syria (ancient Ugarit)
BOF EE BRI DAL (P A CRY
JIOA)

2 1300 BC 75 Caij13004F

2z Ugaritic discovery in 1928 shows
close linkage of Northwest Semitic

cultures

1928 FAE 7 A A 2EER -
BN P AEPIR A B B Y
FHEG L o

2 Ashtart (holiness goddess) called

‘queen of heaven” worshipped in
Israel (Jer. 7:18; 44:17-19)

o Tt (BE VR A 2 ) MR R K
& WAE LS (B
7:18;44:17-19)




223
#6 Gibeon Pool
;E ﬁE%/ﬁfl

210 km north of
Jerusalem

f ARE&Hi 2 LAAE10

H
2 1050 BC

Fa T A 10504F

2z Pool noted in 2 Sam.
2:13; Jer. 41:12

EMECE 213
Al 41:12

2 Shows advanced
Gibeonite engineering
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#7 Beersheba Altar
AR ZHE

—

2z Near Beer-Sheba in ancient Israel’s far south

“fﬁﬁu@mm@ﬁm@ﬁ’m% il

7 750 BC

PHICRITS04E
2 Huge (63" x 63") altar with horns (cf. Exod.
29:12; 1 Kings 1:51; 2:28)
(6363 ) VZIEAY A - (2912, £ |
1:51 » 2:28)
2 Pagan altar of hewn stones prohibited by
Exodus 20:25

fu%2025 SLEN B FHE A AR R S




Then the LORD spoke to
Moses, saying,

HR A S EE PUER:

"Speak to Aaron and to his
sons, saying, 'Thus you
shall bless the sons of
Israel. You shall say to
them:

“ORE e Al Y SR IR
M= Bk B LS ALE
EK AR

The LORD bless you, and
keep you;

FEASFIZE R (R EAIR - PREEEA(R;

The LORD make His face
shine on you, And be
gracious to you,

FEERAIZE AT Ag IR IR - TR
& PK;

The LORD lift up His
countenance on you, And

225
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#8 Silver Scroll Amulet
SRt EESIEE B

2z, Ketef Hinnom, near
Jerusalem
T T ST
EEAUS
2 650-400 BC
79T H1650-4004
2 Earliest inscription of
a biblical text
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] 1‘9 Masada

m:l EEE_&.

2 Southwest shore of Dead
Sea

FESEI G PE e 2
PHICHI1504F

2z Probable site of David’s
stronghold (e.g., 1 Sam.
22:4-3)

Al e N IR LLIZERT

7 3 A9 TR (i
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#10 Mosaic Map
EE DY [
2 Madaba, Jordan

FHA 2R
2 AD 550

PE 75504
2 Largest & oldest
map of Jerusalem,
with Cardo
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