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Why must we restore sinning Christians properly? A{af A 1B L 57 Hifg[BIILIRAIEFE?
We act on God’s behalf. FA LRI TH

Purpose: H¥]  The listeners will confess any sin in their lives worthy of church discipline and help others do so.

Wr & 2 AR AZ S B 8 B AR A B A2 A T

Meditation: B4 God is a restoring God #7& — 745 =] A 4

Reading:
Song:

Matthew 18

“Make Us One”1EFAT AN N — or “Holy Spirit”2& R (Getty) or “They Will Know We Are
Christians by Our Love”tH S RIFRATTZ 1M F1E KA 12 Fe B 4E,  or “Bind Us Together” 1h3RAI]
R AHIE

Introduction 5

1.

Crossroads

China

Ministry Map

Interest: [“Kay” and I overcame relational issues through loving confrontation. ]
&5 Kay LA A IETARYS, BE 7 RAITBKR.

a) Some 30 years ago I sang on a music team of seven musicians called Crossroads. If you
can’t tell, [ am the guy who is not Japanese. We shared the gospel in China and eleven other
countries and—ypraise God—we reached over 600 people per concert! In fact, we saw over
10,000 people trust Christ as indicated in comment cards at our 269 concerts. XA 30 4FH[
IAE— A g i 7 NS S REIBAE . BT AL E A AE HAR 11 A4S E 500 =
M. U, FATESEEA 600 2 AN EIN, 5Lk, A 269 HiE R E
R FATAUE TR 1 T2 AR RE B L.

b) Ifyou know anything about spiritual warfare, it is that the enemy of our souls concentrates
his efforts on believers who are having an impact for Christ.

URARPRAE & R Ak 01l BAT TR T d iR LA 52 i I RO 14

¢) In our team, the opposition came from within—relationships that were a challenge. On that
team was one particular woman named Kay. She was a godly woman but in terms of
preferences, styles, and the like we didn’t see eye-to-eye at all. In fact, many times she felt
that I was just a “mister-know-it-all.” (And of, course she was right as I did know it all.) She
didn’t like my mannerisms, my clothes, or my insights in our group Bible studies. She
avoided being around me and it seemed that I could do nothing right! She saw me as really
arrogant.

FATHIHIBN, PR IR AR, AR R PR . AR AN HBA A — N5 A 2oty
Kay. it — LA N o (HIATAE AT E L. MRS, S5 BRI i 5
BEAR—ADTIAFIELE” CAR, BRI BRI S 2 FmE) - ARk
sl AR, EAERANEZ B IE. tha 2wt 5 J I, Rt
LHAKE S WA N BARBLE -

d) So what do you do when you are forced into a working relationship with someone who just
plain does not like you? I found that I couldn’t really avoid Kay. After all, every day we had
four hours of music practice with the team. I had to sing in harmony with her—literally! But
discord often reigned. Then we had a concert to give and /ad to work together.
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WRIRARAEHRANEVARPN LA, EATR? ORI LE R 75
Kay {7208 5258,  FATEE RIS 18] 2> HIA & iR . JILMG SHlrg A H
AR W W R A e (ERBAT R I A AR AR

e) God ministered to me then through two texts in Matthew that became “relational pillars” that
I want to share with you today. These texts literally changed my life. They enabled Kay and
me to reconcile our differences—so much so that three years after our initial differences Kay
actually said “yes” to marrying me! Yes, Kay is her middle name. Her full name is now
Susan Kay Griffith.

FHUEKEEWEE AT T, HRREMKR BN ZM KRR, Xk
SRR T IR AT . IR Kay (A T FRATHIA R-AML Wikt 7 JE A AR 3 4F )5, Kay
JEEIRGIR ! N, RHIE T, Kay £uMiHa 4. W44 2 Susan Kay Griffith.

Need: Have you ever had a problem with another believer? (If you say “no,” then I wonder which
planet you have been living on!) Are you in fellowship with every Christian that you know now—
your family members, your work colleagues, your neighbors and friends? If you’re not in
harmony, what should you do?

i R He S HAMEREA T E? MRIRUERA, IRMBEVR R &S A HER | !
ARG IR, KN, RS, WE, WAAER, BEPE, REEAI?

Issue #1: If you hurt the other person, Matthew 5 tells you what to do. [Read Matt. 5:23-24.] God
places the responsibility to reconcile on you if you are the offender.

R 1 WSRARGGE T RN, K S BIRMIZE AT 2K 5:23-24. WHTAREIE T,
AR Fe AR FH RN 1 TTAT

a) The last I checked, believers weren’t offering up sacrifices at the altar. So what does the
“altar” refer to today {5 A 1EIn LR . HDSRI2 4 RIGHI AT AWE?

b) At the very least, it refers to the Lord’s table—a sign of our fellowship & unity. />, 1Y
T T R-BIFRAEG — K RAE

Issue #2: However, in some situations, you are the offended. The other person is guilty of sin.

Offended

How restore?

Other
Relationships

-

Every church eventually encounters problems with believers living in sin. In these cases a loving
body will restore them to God’s holiness.

[ 2: A0, REE I, AR . REAE S A S GBI . XL T,
—AHZR AR EAT, A AR R R 2 B .

Intro MPI: So how do we restore sinning Christians properly? (This issue is addressed in your
sermon outline.) When someone goes astray from God’s will, what process do we use to bring
that person back? This doesn’t just refer to marriage, nor to serious sins—it's any kind of sin that
can hurt any relationship among believers.

P CAEA Tan ] R St U AR AEAENR 2 CORBI TR RN TR XA HED « AANEIT T
MIEE, FAIZECUER IR BB AN ? ADCETR M, B0 ™ BRI B
MO EEEZ R R AR

Background: Why I am talking about resolving relational problems now?
T TR AN I P B OO AR i 1 2

a) Ijust know that issues surface in every relationship, including ours. At some point, [ am
going to offend you and you will offend me. So what should we do?

2
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RABEAE R RS I, QRERA0. EEETTH, REFILE, HEETER.
B LA AL A TN 2

Matthew 18 b) So our key text today is Matthew 18. The context of Matthew 18 is the value of one—one
elelelel child (1-9), one sheep (10-14), one sinner (15-20), one debtor (21-35). At the heart of this
chapter is verses 15-20...
A4 R LML SRR 18X M S — M E™-1-9 W — %7, 10-14
—HE, 15220 RN, 21-35 MRS N X ERIRZOLSCELZ 15-20
7. Text: In Matthew 18:15-20 Jesus provides God’s plan for loving church discipline. Let’s read it
Read 15-20 together [read 15-20.] K 18:15-20, SCA: HhAGHE 18:15-20 HRERL: H FA A4 LA 00
HOTHR . BAT—EEE 15-20 75,
* How 8.  Preview: This text has two main teachings on restoring Christians in sin. Verses 15-17 give how
« Why to restore them and verses 18-20 give why to restore them. Tl i : X AbZE A WAL T4 [RIJE TR
FEPEA I EET . 15-17 5 AN Ti% Bl AT, 18-20 45ty fa] EE 4R [l AT T
9. Transition: Let’s first see ~ow to restore relationships. God’s way to restore believers in sin is to...
W AERATERWMERE R R EwiRRELIREER T 2
Mp I+ | Keep the matter as private as possible (15-17).FER TR (15-17)
[God’s strategy to bring sinning Christians back is to involve as few people as you can.] L3%# [FEIJ0
FAEHEATT XD AN -
Restoration! o
A. The desired end is restoration, not punishment or excommunication. fig FEAE ) &5 Rt 2 R R IEE, A~
e I IE 2
1. The goal of discipline is behavior change to bring the wayward one back. Unfortunately, too
many churches “excommunicate” to punish rather than restore). & Z{ 1) H b5 2 7 N L3, 0]
REEN . BIRARIR 2 H LB B RAE B A 1% 101 .
2. Restoration is God’s goal for a wandering saint in the sheep image of verses 10-14.4% [F/& 10-14
AR EEIRT O SR R IR R B AR RO
3. Restoration is the explicit teaching of this text in verse 15b.15 575 4 )2 5 E 4 [a]
Gal. 6:1 4. Restoration is the goal of church discipline in other passages like Galatians 6:1.HAhALZE SC 4
6:1, WIRPIFR[RE A EH H AR
4 Steps B. God’s restoring process has four steps that progressively tell more and more people about the sin (15-
17). ERgiiRERR A 450, @@ 2 Ao IR gE (15-17)
Step 1 .
1. Talk to the person by yourself (15). H &2 H £ (15)
a) What’s our human tendency here? It is to tell others about the problem instead of the one
involved, but God commands us to keep the issue as private as possible. FA T A F] 64
We? AT in AL o AN T AS ) 24 3 N30, (R i S AT R AR b B
Offended

b)  This differs from Matthew 5 in that you’re not an offender, but the offended.iXx 5K 5 AN,
ZHERARBEEILE, RIKEL T A

¢) Note also that in Matthew 5 sin may not be in the picture, but Matthew 18 deals specifically
with a believer living in sin. This does not refer simply to differences of opinion on

3
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Step 1

Step 2

d)

g)

h)

debatable matters. 157E RN 5 ATREVHIIAZIERT A, (H2 K 18 BARfZALFEIC 1 5/
{EAEM . XA 4R B R 7 — S i n) @ = A —.

Earlier we saw from Matthew 5:23-24 that God places the responsibility to reconcile on you
if you are the offender. Now whose job is it to initiate if you are the offended? Yes, again it
is your responsibility again! You say, “That’s not fair! Why is it my job in both situations?
Whether I am the offender or the offended 1 still have to make the first move?” Well, if
relationships are not resolved between believers, it has to be through the fault of both—as
both have the command of God to resolve it! § [l FATTE £ K 5:23-24, WAREIL T AN,
LR A 5 ANLF I DU BUE R R R W SRR B I, IR HE R 12 323 ZL AL A )
R ? JEH, [FIRERARKITUE! ARUEIZANAF" NTE 2 M A JORI:3)?
ANERARFPEL 7, THEEEATE? ERURGEMHZ RIS R F AR, P
ANHAT - R DA N 5 IS A A N 25 A 0 ]

While letter writing was very popular in the time of Christ, our Lord specifically says to deal
with these sensitive matters face-to-face. Today this means confrontation should never be
handled via email, SMS, letter, or phone calls. It also prohibits the cowardice of anonymous
communication. 7£ 3= R SR A I AAR AT A5, E 2 32 W U 22 0 1 25 Ak P X SR A80K )
Al IR VLA RAREFIEAE, JE15, 545 BT G R AL B Iy [ . & 2R 3RAT
JEA2 b B 42 7 RV

Our family has tried to do this since our three sons were young—not to let them do the
“Mom! Dad! So-and-so did such-and-such to me!” We just told him, “Matthew 18, bud. If
you can’t solve it, we’ll be step 2...” They rarely came back to us! 31 H M 3 4~ JLF/D
AR B SEAT XA S, A LEAATR A FRATE R . FRATEVRABAT R 187 I AR A
T ATHERER 228 AR IR B CRERA 1, ERIRIATTH .

Now that they are older, they solve the problems among themselves without our intervention.
Some friends were amazed that Kurt and Stephen moved to the US for college and decided to
stay as roommates—for 7 years until they married! SUZEARA TERKK T, AthAl1E 20T DAAG
WL Z TR 1), ASFHEATH T AL ARG, Kurt 1 stephen Bl 2ISEH, #2K
FIUE—BAED 7 RS A

However, most of the time believers don’t keep issues private—or we don’t address them at
all. Why do you think don’t we confront others? Tell the person next to you why! (Small

groups for 1 min.) Why don’t we confront? {H & 18 % {5 fEAFA T AL BE ] B BAR A A AL BE
PRINAFRATT I A AN 25 TE TR0 S AR 2BR 5510 N7 =5 1 0 AR I B o A A 3RATA
ZHR RS ?

« ignorance of what God commands here? ANi& 4 L7 (15 ?

« doubt that it will work? M5 & 5 A H

» failure of past confrontations that didn’t work?:ixt 22 X IR AS 5l T Y 22 56

» fear that we might look bad?55 1H £ il fift ?

» excuses that we can’t get together?4& {8 I i AT & A A K ?

« impurity in our own life? F C.4E iy Fh A AN ik

« unsocial in that we just don’t care enough to risk it? N E A ZE, FATAE IO ULEAR

=13

(So... you should talk to the person by yourself —even though our tendency is to tell others instead.
But what if the offender does not repent? We need step 2 where we... K HLA/R N % H 22 534 AN,

B R 2 YR BB o BRI ANE NBAT IR, BRAT TR BEAT 26 2 20

2. Take one or two others along (16).77_E—MHA AR (16)
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a)

b)

Who should these 1-2 others be? These persons should be individuals whom the offender
respects as they will best help restore him/her. They should not go instead of the offended
believer, but along with this person. X — N ARIZZUENE ? Rz 08 & T = A,
BRI AT ZE 3 Bk A% el . A ATTASREARKR BRI N 25, T — TR 2%

Why take 1-2 others along? The OT law prohibited conviction of crimes based on only one
person’s testimony (read Deut. 19:15). The NT teaching is the same, protecting the offender

from an easily offended or lying accuser. W i Zar — PN N2 ? IHA AR IR BL— A
AR ETE (Harid 19:15) FAWFEREZT, RIJUEFH AU TRE B Bs % 21
N

(What if the offender still does not repent? Go to step 3...) Ul F I HS A N IE A& AN 25 1 sl B304 T

S —

b

3. Expose the sin to the entire church (17a). {24 FIEH F2E e (17: a)

a)

b)

The church leadership certainly must be involved at this point before the matter is brought to
the congregation. They also must see the issue isn’t just a difference of opinion between two
parties; the biblical basis for the offender living in sin must be clearly shown with specific
passages. T A TP AL WIS ML IR BLZ A N o AT TR B A 1] AN
FENLIZ IR AR FE SR A S AR AR T U A R BAR 3

Bringing the matter to the entire church is vital, since without it the sinning person will be
able to find fellowship in other smaller groups within the larger church who do not know of
his/her sin. Such gossip situations inevitably bring disunity, which lead to factions that can
split the body. S 1 B B H SR E L, PENARICIR N AT REFE 2 B/ N T
RE, UXWAREMRTE. ZRRIESATTE AR AE—, WRNETE 2RI
(8

(What, then, should the entire church do once discipline has been determined? Step 4... U7 4= #2311
EHWATEAI? 5 45)

4.  Treat this person as an unbeliever (17b). 151X/ AMEAMEN (17b)

a)

b)

Sometimes this step has been misinterpreted to mean “excommunication” where the errant
person is never contacted again. F I iX — D H RN B HF 2, 5ILEEH ANtHE LR
:%A o

But Jesus said to “treat him as you would a pagan or a tax collector.” Jesus treated pagans
with love and kindness, but he didn’t ask them to evangelize the lost as part of his team. You

shouldn’t be ugly or ungodly, but.. {HZHR ki A CAAG A N BRAT T, HRER DL 22 Fl R 24
XIFHMFEN, AHRR A B A LEARATIN A AT TE A . IRBOZEERUE BAT A1, Hag. ...

(1) In some ways you treat this person like an unbeliever:{H /&7 3 E6 75 [ E X 71X A
LUEIREErS

(a) Don’t refer to him/her as a Christian. (ILL: I have done this with my former
brother-in-law who divorced my sister to marry another woman.) /N E 7 fih & JE &

e CRBUR PR RIRIRIIRT R, 108 1 A 2 N5 IR IR 45
(b) Evangelize this person. 251X N N\ 7> 48 &

(c) Don’t let him/her take the Lord’s Supper. AN 1At 45 3 48

(d) Remove the person from membership. BU/H XA A )& 5
5
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1.

(e) Remove this person from church roles (ILL: My friend Paula was asked to leave
her church kitchen ministry once her adultery was discovered. )5 11X /N A #2311

B0 (R — AR B RLAT O R BN, 75 s o o2 (0 6 s AR D

But in other ways it is more serious than how we treat unbelievers:{H &7 HAth /5 [ X

EE ARr AR A5 A 5 ™R

)

(a) “Deliver over to Satan” one in sex sin (1 Cor. 5:5). Years ago a friend named John
left his wife and two small boys for another woman. My church disciplined him,
but an elder kept up with him to restore him. After five years, he showed up at
church—but he looked 20 years older!$8—ME T 4F ¥ FE N AL 45 4UH (PRAT
5:5)0 JUEERT /MY John FIITAN T — DL NIFEFF T RNV EH A,
B — M S RRFRE I O IR Rl . 54 )5, MhRl2Hes, HER
ERET 20%.

(b) Don’t eat with him/her (1 Cor. 5:11). 54t —FZHR (AKRT 5:11)

(c) Should we prohibit the person from attending church? Some say they, like
unbelievers, should be welcomed in services without taking the Lord’s Supper; but
in most discipline cases this is not even an issue as few disciplined believers seek
to return to the assembly until repentant. FA & 5 25 1L XN N RS IMAE? A
48 N UEAME A RLZXABRALTE, RS T4, (HRE K2 HE 2
By, RARERE, FOVRIRMNR DR RIE s, BRARES T .

(So that’s God’s 4-step process—to keep the matter as private as possible. (FIT LLX 52 # [P RO R 7 JE 1 4
AR ERTfR. D

This is the intent in each of the four steps with the goal of restoration.&F—25 1] H bt 215 9

Intro Subject: But wiy must we do all this? What right do we have to discipline our members? Why must we
restore sinning Christians properly? Because...){H/2 A FATEIX AR ? JATTHH AR E BRI 2K ?
AT EATTERS ST AR R AR TR BB A 2 R

Our church acts as an extension of the authority of God Himself (18-20)!3411 1 RARAT BEALFI
(18-20)
[God’s right to judge is actually delegated to us![#H#2 8 A| FIALFIZZ 4 T A

A.  We act in the place of the Father when we seek to restore someone (18-19). 243 A T 44 0] 5\ )i
fi, FAMCEMRZR (18-19) .

Too often today’s churches act as if they have no authority under God, and yet “binding” here
refers to disciplining (a guilty verdict) while “loosing” refers to releasing from discipline (an

innocent verdict). ILAEIR 22 32> AT IG5 PR T IACH], 31X B E“HR 048 (1) 72 5 2
(—MAEIEMED TBETBO TR M WEZ R CRIEAIT

We should trust that our prayerful judgments are God’s will (19). Ps. 82:6 has a similar idea where
Israel’s rulers are called “gods” in that they rule others. AT EAHAE FATT LARE 5 i H 1) ) ke A Ao
HTMERE (19 . FFR 82:6 ARLIM AR, LLAES| MG — kG AT

(Why should we trust this process in discipline situations? Verse 20 says that...)
NTERAVEE B EAAERZAEFE? 20 7

B. When we seek to restore someone, we act in the presence and authority of Christ (20).24
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FATREEBR BTN, FA R E 1 FIAERIBN -

1.

The “two or three” refers to the witnesses whose testimony enacted discipline (v. 16).
2,3 N NFE A B LE A [F) A DL UIE /5 ZE AT BUMIE N (16)

The point of Christ being “in their midst” is that local church discipline acts with the presence and
authority of Christ Himself. J&E7E 2 v (1) s A2 8 BT i A 2 E 3 O AR
AR o

(So how can we sum up this passage in one sentence? 1’d say it this way...)lf AERAEFRA TR BREA 1 M)k
TREAN? WESEEREL . « o o

g

EAhp= |

Conclusion Z5&
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1.

Main Idea: We must restore sinning members properly since we act on God’s behalf. H.0» L AH :

FAI G ZACGRAR L vt BB AR A i

Restate: When sheep stray, we shepherd them back as loving hands of God’s grace.
HH L HAEERR, ATt B DUR SR A T 51 A AT [ %

God expects each of us to take the initiative—and to do so as far as possible, as Romans 12:18
says [read]. This verse is a great encouragement to do all we can even if others are not responsive.
This verse is a great overall principle in relationships 1 Z LA TR I3, Rig K% 12 icm %
12:18, XSGR FANVLS I ASS 7, RMEXS Al GEIF A . X WESCGRRATH MR R
ORSYEYI

God desires us to truly live out the chorus “Make Us One, Lord”:_I 77 #8 L EFR AT B S v H < = 16T,
EARATTE T 9 — B Rl R

Make us one, Lord, Wi F A 145 1l 4 — make us one Holy Spirit, make us one; =& & il 3¥
fI1&M N —, AW A—. Letyour love flow so the world will know 11455 Ji At L tH: 7 %0
18 We are one in You. FAJEAR B &1 A —

Matthew 18 relates to us in at least three ways: X 18 5AI7E 3 A~ J7 H B A<

a) To be in this_assembly you must submit to its authority under God. This means that we will
lovingly seek to restore you should you fall. 7EIXNET R SKEE, VRELRE RS 4 BT IR 5~ 2
R TR IR FRAE FATHI 52 0SS e d8k [ A3 g N

b) Is there sin in you worthy of discipline? Clean it up now to avoid pain for us all! /R4 iy H 401

PHREREHIOE? ERLIRT, GAHERI T —RE R,

¢) Do you know anyone who needs a private confrontation? Romans 12:18 {R/& {5 HITEH A 7

BIFA T B IE T X IR encourages you to do everything possible to be at peace with all people,
so do it\ iR 255 TR IR K ae 1 5 N .

If you want this message PPT and text, just download it at BibleStudyDownloads.org at the NT
Preaching link. 4R R T 22 PPT B SCA, 3L UF 28 H:

Prayer



