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Where's
the
Square!

How did Leen Ritmeyer locate the original Temple Mount
platform? This plan highlights the clues he used to identify cach
corner of the square structure. Unlike earlier researchers, who
started with their understanding of where the Temple stood and
then tried to outline the platform around it, Ritmeyer first
assembled archaeological clues to pinpoint the square Temple
platform. Only then did he venture to locate the Temple itself.

The Telltale “Step”
(see p.28)

Ritmeyer noted two anomalies
about the bottom step of the
staircase at the northwest
comer of the Muslim platform: it
consists of pre-Herodian

Leen Ritmeyer, “Locating the Original Temple Mount,”
Biblical Archaeology Review 18 (March/April 1992): 27

/R, P ZERRILMERGUE,” ZEEHE 18

This protruding course ends at the point marked
"offset" on the plan, north of the northeastern corner
of the proposed square Temple Mount. Ritmeyer
hypothesized that a defensive tower stood in the
area between the northeast corner of the square
Temple Mount and the offset. A comparable tower
may have been attached at the northwest corner,
between the "step” and the fosse, or moat.

building blocks and it is parallel
not to the Muslim platform but to Antonia Fortress
the eastern wall of the Temple
Mount. Ritmeyer wondered if ——
this step was actually part of an
early wall. He also noted thata
line drawn to the east from the
northern edge of these blocks
passes along a rock scarp (a
sheared- off rock ledge) before
meeting the eastern wall. The “step7wall
length of this line is 861 feet, 7 steps  stops _ offset IP?hg%ggtiwl 5'\‘,‘; "
equal to 500 royal cubits by the [T steps
2067 inches- per-cubit measure. 500 cubits ‘“? Pp- 38'39!
Five hundred cubits is the a\\°‘“‘ gg:g“" A s::ghht be:d . the eastem
measurement given in an W ? wall helped Ritmeyer fix
ancient Jewish source for each e the southeastan comerof
side of the Temple platform. 31‘"““ of the square Temple Mount.
,/ the Rock The famous 19th-century
explorer of Jerusalem
L ] Charles Warren recorded
/ steps ? this bend. When Ritmeyer
) 8 measured it, he found that it
Warren's Gate steps z began exactly 500 royal
cubits south of where his
= steps proposed northern wall
;/ S S intersects the eastern wall.
mgons & Ritmeyer then drew a
perpendicular line west
from where the bend in the
S eastern wall begins and a
Barclay's Gate AN cthis ‘ line directly south from the
o bend “step," yielding two sides
;"‘. each 500 cubits long. Later
Robinson's Arch R — straight||  exPansions of this original
\ joint square platform, as
Ritmeyer reconstructs
= = G : them, are shown on pages
FRie o -31; his placement of t
[ square Temple Mount Double Gate S e 30-31; his placement of the

[""] Hasmonean extension
[] Herodian expansion

Temple appears on page 44.

o

(19924 3/4 B 13): 27




ORIGINAL SQUARE TEMPLE MOUNT
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The four major stages of
development of the Temple
Mount platform are shown
here from two views—as
plans seen from above and as
perspective reconstructions
viewed from the southwest.

SQUARE TEMPLE MOUNT

This square platform (top
drawings) supported the First
Temple, which was destroyed
by the Babylonian ruler
Nebuchadnezzar in 587/586
B.C. and then rebuilt by
Nehemiah and the returnees
from the Babylonian Exile in
about 444 B.C. According to
Nehemiah 3:1 and 12:39, the
towers of Hananeel and Mea
stood at the northwest corner
of the Temple Mount. The
Sheep Gate and Prison Gate
were to the east of them. As
recorded in Jeremiah 31:38
and Zechariah 14:10, Hananeel
existed already at the end of
the First Temple period, which
also indicates that the square
Temple Mount existed then as
well. After the destruction of
Hananeel and Mea in 587/586
B.C., they were rebuilt and
called Baris by the
Hasmonean ruler John
Hyrcanus | (134-104 B.C.).
According to Josephus the
Baris stood on the north side
of the Temple, apparently on
the same spot where
E'reviouslv the towers of
ananeel and Mea stood. This
Baris was destroyed in 63 B.C.
by Pompey. Herod rebuilt
Baris between 37 and 31 B.C.
(that is, before he enlarged
the Temlrle Mount) and
renamed it Antonia after his
patron Mark Antony. This

original Antonin was located

thornlore ot the norfhwest




HASMONEAN EXTENSION (141 B.C.)
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corner of the square Temple
Mount. Herod later built
another fortress, also called
Antonia, at the northwest
corner of his enlarged Temple
Mount.

'SELEUCID ADDITION

In 186 B.C. the Seleucid ruler
of Syria built the Akra
(drawings second from top), a
fortress intended to control
the population of Jerusalem. It
adjoined the southern side of
the Temple Platform.

HASMONEAN EXTENSION

The Hasmoneans extended
the platform (drawings third
from top) along the southern
end of the Temple Mount in
141 B.C., building atop the
dismantled Akra fortress. A
air of tunnels that would
ater be known as the Double
and Triple Gate passageways
were built at the south,
leading up to the Mount.

HERODIAN EXPANSION

The last and most extensive
expansion of the Temple
Mount (bottom drawings)
occurred under King Herod
(37-4 B.C.), who enlarged the
Mount on the north and west
and even further to the south.

At the northwest corner of
the newly expanded platform,
Herod built the Antonia
fortress to defend the Temple
precincts. The north side of
the Temple was most
vulnerable to attack because
it did not have a valley to
hamper assaults, as did the
other three sides. Because the
eastern edge of the Temple
Mount drops off steeply into
the Kidron valley, no
extension was ever made on
that side.
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Peace reigns on the Mount of Olives, where Jewish tombs share a hillside the battle for Jerusalem. Tombs are often destroyed when the city changes

with Christian and Muslim cemeteries —although they, too, play a partin hands; 50,000 Jewish graves were defaced here during Jordanian rule.
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And God said, "I will also.
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and will bring them down into the valley™—called
the viliey of Jehoshaphat in the Book of Joel.
Here=Jews, Christigns, and Muslims believe~
Gad. will render final judgment of the living
and the dead.
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A Divine Mosaic

HE BOOK OF PSALMS calls Jerusalem

the City of God and Zechariah

calls it the City of Truth—but
whose God and whose Truth? While
wrestling with these eternal questions,
the people of Jerusalem have established
their city as center stage and have cast
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characters in a drama
whose plot radiates
from—and converges
the Old City. But
as this epic has unfold-
ed, the boundaries be-
tween fact and faith,
religion and politics, and
the sacred and the secu-
lar have become blurred,
leaving behind conflict
"The past
seems to have lost little if any of its pow-
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and confusion

er to inspire, animate, and provoke,”
writes Israeli novelist Amos Elon. "Where
there is so much destructive memory, a
little forgetfulness may be in order.”
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