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ory, for example. We often credit the account with only one
they did not always lead to belief on the part of the witnesses.
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The two births of Advent are miraculous yet inconvenient. We can too easily lose the wonder of the stories similar to Zechariah
who missed the wonder of John’s birth due to his doubt. This resulted in months of inability to speak God’s praises.

In contrast, Mary’s simple faith is admirable. This fits Luke’s purpose in his gospel to present Jesus not as the Jewish Saviour, but

as the universal Saviour. Luke’s gospel often highlights Christ’'s grace towards women and other outcasts of society. Mary lacked

Zechariah’s many years of godly living, yet in humility she accepted God'’s inconvenient but marvelous plan for her to be humanity’s
one and only virgin mother. As a result, rather than being prevented from praise as was true of Zechariah, Mary used her tongue

to praise His name.

May we also see God’s grace in these miracles and praise God before others in response.
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