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Romans

Rome in the Tlme of Paul

iy

Clrcus of
- Caligula
and Nero

|

Amphﬂhea(er 7
'fmmlﬂ"""n é 5
)

- F Baths.ongrlppa
Theater of \*

7
/——O‘r%_ Basilica Aemilia .’41. )
e Templo of Julius Caesar

Theater of Marcellus

W Theater
:\\ of Balbus

Impernal -
-~ Palaces :

The Neronian
persecution in A.D. 64 was
atransparent attempt by
the emperor to blame
Christians for the great fire
that destro*ad large parts
of the city. The populace,
howaever, blamed Nero and
felt sorry for those unjustly
tortured in the arena (cf.
Tacitus, Annails, 15.44).

D Major structures
in Paul's time

Ma)or moroughlares

“==— Side streets (dotted lines)
for illustration only— R
artist’s concept X

Tomb
f

<]
Cecilia
Metella

P AL ATIN E—Hilis of Rome

In terms of political importance, geographical position and
sheer magnificence, the superlative city of the empire was
Rome, the capital.

Feet 0 1000 2000 3000

Alternatively described as the glorious crowning

Located on a series of jutting foothills and low-lying achievement of mankind and as the sewer of the universe
eminences (the *“‘seven hills") east of a bend in the Tiber where all the scum from every corner of the empire

River some 18 miles from the Mediterranean, Rome was gathered, Rome had reasons for both civic pride in its
celebrated for its impressive public buildings, aqueducts, architecture and shame for staggering urban social
baths, theaters and thoroughfares, many of which led from problems not unlike those of cities today.

distant provinces. The city of the first Christian century had
spread far beyond its fourth-century B.C. ““Servian™ walls
and lay unwalled, secure in its greatness.

The apostle Paul entered the city from the south on the Via
Appia. He first lived under house arrest and then, aftera
period of freedom, as a condemned prisoner in the

The most prominent features were the Capitoline hill, with Mamertime dungeon near the Forum. Remarkably, Paul was
temples to Jupiter and Juno, and the nearby Palatine, able to proclaim the gospel among all classes of people, ~
adorned with imperial palaces, including Nero's *‘Golden from the palace to the prison. According to tradition, he
House." Both hills overlooked the Roman Forum, the hub was executed at a spot on the Ostian Way

of the entire empire. outside Rome in A.D. 68.

© 1989 by Gospel Light Publications. Permission granted 1o purchaser to reproduce this Sheet for class purposes only.
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I. God's sovereign purpose in His dealings with mankind, and the place of

Jew and Gentile in that sovereign purpose. 1:1-11:36
A. Salutation 1:1-7
B. Introduction 1:8-15
C. The gospel is God's provision for both Jew and Gentile. 1:16-17
D. The Gentile is guilty before God. 1:18-32
E. The Jew is likewise quilty before God. 2:1-29
F. The Jew does have certain advantages. 3:1-8
G. However, as to the need for justification, there is no difference,

for all have sinned. 3:9-20
H. All alike are justified by grace, through faith. Even the law and

the prophets testify to this. 3:21-31
I. Abraham and David are examples from the 0.T. who bear out this

statement. 4:1-25
J. The death of Christ is the only adequate basis of acceptance with .

God. Therefore, when we trust in that death, we are justified and

and have peace with God. 5:1-21
K. The doctrine, that we are justified freely by God's grace and are

not under law, does not lead to sin. On the contrary, this is God's

provision for deliverance from sin. 6:1-23
L. Through the death of Christ, we died to the law. The law was holy

but because of the sinfulness of our hearts, the law only provoked

them to sin more. 7:1-25
M. The law could not make us holy or justify us, because the sinful

heart could not and would not obey the law. Therefore God accom-

plished this by sending His Son to die for us. He planned this

provision back in eternity, and now His Spirit dwells within us

and His Son represents us in His presence, and we are kept safe for

evermore. 8:1-39
N. Here are some of the advantages of the Jews. 9:11-5
0. God's promise to the Jewish nation has not failed: God never pro-

mised salvation to all the physical descendants of Abraham. He did

promise to save some Jews, and also tc save Gentiles. 9:6-29
P. The Jews sought to be justified by works rather than by faith, and

so they rejected God's free gift of righteousnecs. 9:30-10:21
Q. However, Isreal's rejection is not complete. 11:1-10

R. Neither is it final, because ultimately Isreal as a whole will be

saved; not until then will the CGentiles be blessed to the fullest

extent. 11:11-32
S. 1In all of this, God's great wisdom and knowledge are manifested.

How unsearchable are His judgements and His ways past finding out!

To Him be glory! 11:33-36
[I. We must fit our lives into that sovereign purpose of God. 12:1-15:13

A. In the light of God's great mercies, we should give ourselves to

Him completely and be holy. 12:1-2
B. That surrender to God shculd be reflected in our relations and

actions towards other individuals. 12:3-21
C. Governmental authorities have been ordained by God. Therefore, in

being subject to Him, we must be subject to them. 13:1-10

D. We will son: stand in God's presence; let us live in light of the fact.13:11-14
E. Even Christ did not please Himself. We ghould be governed by the

same attitude in our dealings with weaker brothers. 14:1-15:13
F. Paul hoped to see the Roman Christians scon. 15:14-33
G. A recommendation, and greetings. : 16:1-16
H. An exhortation 16:17-20
I. More Greetings. 16:21-23

J. The Benediction 16:25-27
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(John D. Grassmick, Romans 206, Dallas Seminary, 1985)

FIVE UNBREAKABLE LINKS IN GOD'S PLAN OF SALVATION

Romans 8:28 And we know that He [God] works all things [even trials and suffering,
cf. vv. 18, 35-36] together [in constructive harmony] for good [our
spiritual benefit in being conformed to the character beauty of Christ,
cf. v. 29] to those who love God [as viewed from the human side], to
those who are called ones according to His purpose [as viewed from the
divine side].

8:29 [We know this] because those whom He [God] foreknew [in electing grace],
He also predestined [His predetermined goal] to take on and have the
likeness [inwardly and outwardly] of His Son in order that He [the Son,
Jesus Christ] might be the firstborn [the preeminent One] among many
brothers [those who are sons/children of God, cf. vv. 14-16],

8:30 and those whom He [God] predestined, these [without the- loss of one)] He
also called [the effectual, conversion-producing call to which a person
responds with the obedience of faith, cf. Rom. 1:5; 10:16; 15:18; 16:261],.
and those whom He called, these [without the loss of one] He also
justified [God's gift of a right standing before Him received by faith,
cf. Rom. 5:1], and those whom He justified, these [without the loss of
one] He also glorified [an already certain event (cf. v. 29) though not
yet realized and thus still future].

A PARABLE ON ROMANS §:28-30

One day a very wise and sRULL{uL sculptor desired to make a beautiful
manble statue.

Foreknowledne From among the many possibilities in the marble quarry he Aelected one
(Foreardination) huge rough stone which he would use for this purpose.

. He marked it and thereby destined it for the beautiful finished product
Prefdestination which he had in mind. That mark preserved it from being discarded and

destroyed.
Calling and Sometime Later he sent his hefper to fetch the stone and place it on
Justification his own work table.
(hy faith)

Then the sculptorn began %o chisel, rasp, and §{fe on that block of
Progressive rough stone shaping it into the £{keness of the clay model that served
Sanctification as his pattern. In the process, however, he did nothing to nuin the
Biernal 5ecurify 4Zone and he saw to it that no one efse marred it either.

Then one day his wonk was done. The statue was complete with all its

features finely honed in §ull conformity with his clay model. The time
Rapture and had come to #emove L& from the clutter of the work bench and fake it
Glorification to the palace court where it would be unvelled fon public display. And

all those who passed by 4mifed their approval and gave accofades of
praise to the wise and sRULLAUL sculpton.

--$ource Unknown
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missions at the edge

Living Like Jesus, a Torah-Observant Jew:
A Guide for Incarnational Witness Among Muslims

Joshua Massey is a cultural anthropolo-
gist, linguist, and missiologist, laboring
among Asian Muslims since 1985. He is
currently coordinating the development of
contextualized evangelistic and disciple-
ship literature for Muslim followers of
Jesus in Asia. He has published several
missiological articles on church planting
and ethnographies on folk-Islamic ritual.
The following excerpt is taken ﬁom a
longer paper expected to appear in a
future issue of -the International Journal
of Frontier Missions.

hristian missionaries have a
serious problem when trying
to proclaim good news to
devout Muslims. Without
major life adjustments, even the most
spiritually vibrant among us tend to
appear to Muslims as unclean pagans,
whose devotion is often mistaken for
irreverence towards God. Many Mus-
lims would not dare to enter Chris-
tian homes lest they become ritually
defiled. Those who embrace contextu-
alization and adjust their diet accord-
ingly may grow a beard and don local
clothes, but the actual practice of their
faith often does not communicate holy
living to onlooking Muslims. Such
missionaries generally do not pray
liturgically in a particular direction,
they do not perform ritual ablutions
before prayer, and they do not pray
at set times throughout each day. In
short, most missionaries to Muslims,
even pro-C4 and C5 workers', simply
do not live and worship according to
Muslim categories of righteousness,
which are typically perceived as legal-
istic and works-oriented ritual.

As a result, most missionaries fail
to earn the spmtual respect needed to
be effective witnesses among devout
Muslims. Ironically, however, these
Muslim categories of righteousness
are extremely similar to the very same
Jewish categories of righteousness
rooted in the Mosaic Law and prac-
ticed by Jesus and his earliest follow-
ers. Therefore, if Gentile missionaries
to Muslims begin to live more like
Jesus and his apostles lived—i.e., like
Torah-observant Jews—we will be

12 November-December 2003 Mission Frontiers
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far more likely to earn their spiritual
respect, and therefore be more effec-
tive messengers of the Gospel.

In order for Gentile Torah-ob-
servance to be genuine, and not some
kind of “contextual fagade” or legalistic
delusion, we need to take a fresh look
at the role of the Law in the new cov-
enant, and Gentile freedom to obey it.
We will be greatly helped in this task
by surveying the theological work of
several Messianic Jewish theologians.

Why spend so much time building
a foundation for incarnational living
on the Torah when Paul’s example of
becoming all things to all men is far
simpler and more than adequate? A
cursory look at Paul’s example in 1 Cor
9 may suffice for ministry to Gentiles,
but we must go much deeper into
Paul’s understanding of the Law if we
want to minister effectively to peoples
whose worldview is dominated by
divine law and religio-legal categories
of thought, as is the case with both
Jewish and Muslim peoples. In minis-
try to Muslims, then, we need to look
less at Paul’s approach to Gentiles,
and closely study how he, Jesus and all
Christ’s apostles reached Jews.

A better understanding and appre-
ciation of the Law is therefore critical-
ly important for four salient reasons:

1) Knowing the difference between
legalism and being free to obey the
Law will help prevent the inconsis-
tencies of “contextual chameleons,”
whose behavior oscillates according to
the people they are with at any given
moment (e.g. Muslims or Christians),
often resulting in a nagging incon-
sistency that can pester missionaries
about their own authenticity, i.e. “If
my Muslim friends saw me now, what
would they think? Might they feel I
have deceived them?”

2) Rooting incarnational witness
in the Law frees a missionary from the
occasional discomfort of wondering
whether or not it is healthy to adopt
Islamic forms which are ultimately
rooted in flawed theology. However,
when Torah-observance guides our
personal liturgical practice and diet

(among other things), it becomes clear
that we are actually living more like
our Lord and his Jewish apostles.

3) Similarly, the Torah provides
a much firmer foundation to explain
our lifestyle adjustments to accusing
Christians who think we've abandoned
the faith or succumbed to syncretism.

4) Fourthly, understanding the .
Law as interpreted by the world’s pre-
eminent rabbinic theologian (i.e., Jesus
Christ our Lord), will not only help us
live incarnationally among Muslims,
but it will help us preach a Gospel
with Law that truly is good news to
Muslims. A gospel without Law may
have been good news to Gentiles in
the first century who didn’t want to
keep the Law in the first place, but it is
not good news to most Muslims, who
share a Jewish appreciation of delight-
ing in the Law as “a lamp unto our

Director of India
South Asia Region

Director will be responsible for developing a staff in
India to implement an effective scripture placement
numsuy mchldmg training church planters and training
to do foll p and lead small group
Bible studies. Additional msponsnbdlhfs include setting
ministry objectives, administering annual budget, and
providing regular financial, inventory, and ministry reports.
Qualified candidate must have overseas ministry experience
and show ability to leam culture quickly. Must have good
communication skills and a strong commitment to service
and the development of leadership capacities in others.

Bible League’s Mission

" We are called by God to provide Scriptures and training
worldwide, so that people prepared by the Holy Spirit will
be brought into the fellowship of Christ and His Church.
Qur Service
‘We accomplish our purpose effectively by:
¢ Providing Bibles and related materials through cost-

efficient placement systems.
* Promoting personal, family, and small group Bible
study.
« Partnering with churches and mission organizations,
supplymg them wxd: Blbles related rna(enals and
ini m church p and Scripture p

Pro g donor i h bility
systems that measure and report the ‘results our minis-
try partners achieve, through the grace of God.

For more information, visit www.bibleleague.org.
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P.O. Box 28000
Chicago, IL. 60628

USCWM - 1605 E. Elizabeth St.-Pasadena, CA 91104-626-797-1111




155aa

gy ; tusal) sgal e

Cudyye gy 2

5l Bjke (83501 < g Joo i)

moving past cultural christianity

feet and a light unto our path” (Ps 119:

105).

Proclaiming “freedom from the
Law” does not sound like Good News
to God-fearing Muslims, but like
antinomianism, a lawless, chaotic
existence that demands unbridled
freedoms and eventually results in
what we see today in the Christian
West: the virtual rebirth of Sodom
and Gomorrah. Young missionar-
ies to Muslims often naively assume
that once a Muslim learns how few
restrictions will be upon them if they
become Christian, naturally they will
convert. However, just the thought of
eating pork is enough to make many
Muslims nauseated.

We also mentioned a fifth reason
to let the Law be our guide for in-
carnational living among Muslims,
especially for pro-C4 and C5 workers

2 2

who want to promote truly indigenous
church planting movements. Living
like a non-Torah-observant Christian
can actually hinder the very indigene-
ity we long to promote as we mentor
Muslim believers. Though they hear

ithout major life

adjustments, even
the most spiritually vi-
brant among us tend
to appear to Muslims as
unclean pagans.

our constant encouragement to remain
culturally Muslim, students are more
likely to follow the example we live

out before them. Living as liturgyless
Gentile Christians, therefore, may well
end up contributing to their “Chris-

tianization” and “de-Muslimization”
which we strive to avoid. As Jesus said,
“A student ... who is fully trained will
be like his teacher” (Lk 6:40).

All of the Law is good if used
properly, including dietary laws, the
law of keeping a beard, the law of
circumcision, and even traditional
developments surrounding observance
of the law to serve God with all your
heart. So while Gentiles are free to let
the Gospel permeate their own society
according to the categories of their
own worldview, incarnational witnesses
to Muslims are free to obey the Torah
for the right reasons, i.e. if they want
to delight in the Law as David did, and
not pervert it into burdensome legalism
as the Judaizers did.

(1) “Pro-C4 and C5" refers to missionaries who
favor the use of biblically permissible Islamic forms
by Muslim followers of Jesus (Massey 2000).

Big Denominations and Their “Second Mission Structures”:

They Really Do Need Each Other

Bob Blincoe is the
U.S. Director of
Frontiers. The fol-
lowing is excerpted
Jfrom “Desired Sym-
biosis: Church and
Mission Structures”,
in the Interna-
tional Journal of
Frontier Missions,
19:3 (Fall 2002).

all it Symbiosis.' Denomina-
tions are governing bodies
that “grow the church where
it is,” while small, scurrying
“second mission structures” initiate
all kinds of pioneering outreaches to
“go to where the church is not.” My
recent survey of 23 denominations and
denomination-related mission agen-
cies supports this idea.

I asked 12 denominations and 12
small denominationally related mis-
sion agencies—Ilet’s call them “second
mission structures”—how they start
new mission initiatives. The question
I e-mailed each of them was:

Suppose your office wanted to send

missionaries to Muslims in a country

where you presently do not have

www.missionfrontiers.org
2024 w21

work-say, in Morocco or Irag-how
would your office go about doing
this? In other words, how would you
proceed to begin mission work in a
new location?

I followed up most of the e-
mails with a phone conversation. An
intriguing pattern emerged: Each
denomination—Lutheran, Presby-
terian, Methodist, Episcopal, Re-
formed—that has defined its mission
as “partnering with existing national
churches” has made room—at times
unenthusiastically—for creative out-
side-the-headquarters structures that
initiate missions “where there is no
partner.”

Andrew Walls, perhaps the fore-
most missiologist of our (i)ay, has called
this pattern the “fortunate subversion”
of the church. Here is Walls:
The voluntary society arose because
none of the classical patterns of
Church government, whether Episco-
pal, Presbyterian, congregational, or
connexional, had any machinery (in
their late-eighteenth century form
anyway) to do the tasks for which mis-
sionary societies came into being. By
its very success, the voluntary society

subverted all the classical forms of
Church government, while fitting com-
fortably into none of them.. . .. From
age to age it becomes necessary to
use new means for the proclamation
of the Gospel beyond the structures
which unduly localize it. Some have
taken the word “sodality” beyond its
special usage in Catholic practice to
stand for all such “use of means” by
which groups voluntarily constituted
labour together for specific Gospel
purposes. The voluntary societies have
been as revolutionary in their effect

as ever the monasteries were in their
sphere. The sodalities we now need
may prove equally disturbing (7he Mis-
sionary Movement in Christian History,
1996, New York: Orbis Books, pp. 247,
253-254).

' Symbiosis 1: the living together in more or less
intimate association or close union of two dissimilar
organisms. 2: the intimate living together of

two dissimilar organisms in a mutually beneficial
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