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i WORSHIP IN THE
NEW TESTAMENT
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1. 11 portan’t“The

3: ere is a stunning degree of indifterence to worship as an
orm and a radical intensification of worship as an inward
~ experience of the heart.” (John Piper)

azd o her, “Woman, believe me, the hour is coming when

zﬂier o7 this mountain nor in Jerusalem will you worshp the

* :‘:: -Fajher . But the hour 1s coming, and 1s now here, when the true
wOrshz])ers will worship the Father in spirit and truth, for the

Father 1s seekiing such people to worship Him. God 1s spirit, and

those who worshyp Him must worship in spirit and truth.” (John

4:21,93-24)
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ou therefore brethren, by the mercies of God, to
_ dzes as a lrving sacrifice, holy and accepiable to
’_-zs your spiritual worship. (Romans 12:1)

-__i"

— -—zJ‘And you shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and

.’

~with all your soul and with all your mind and with all your
strength.” (Mark 12:30)
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Testament, all the focus is on the reality of the glory of
he shadow and copy of religious objects and torms. It is
/ Indifferent the New Testament 1s to such things: there
orization in the New Testament for worship buildings, or
_;:e dress or worship times, or worship music, or worship

turgy or WOI‘Shlp SiZe or thlrty—ﬁve -minute sermons, or Advent
=) .;.;;éii—- “choirs or instruments or candles. . . . Almost every worship
= radition we have is culturally shaped rather than Biblically
j’é.ommanded . [We are ]| free to find place and time and dress and
‘size and music and elements and objects that help us orient radically
toward the supremacy of God 1n Christ.

(John Piper)
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t/éérqfore brethren, since we have confidence

re the holy places by the blood of Jesus, by the new and
ay that He opened for us through the curtain, that is,
) s ﬂesh and since we have a greal priest over the house of
’éft us draw near with a true heart in full assurance of faith,

| | h our hearts sprinkled clean from an evil conscience and our
= :i",:«f, ' bodies washed with pure water.

= (Hebrews 10:19-22)
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Barriers between the individual
and God

under the Old Covenant
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e Incarnate Son's

el ames beanee)

Your presence there 1s fullness of 10v;
rzght hand are pleasures forevermore.

(Psalm 16:11)

-

=—— “Behold I and the children God has given Me.”

g (Hebrews 2:13; Isaiah 8:18)
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: e

~ a. tobowdown one’s self in honor,
top yhomage to do reverence, to worship”

> -
c‘_J, N

proskuneo

(similar to OT: fustahavah)

= God 18 spurit, and those who worshiyp Him
~— must worship in spirit and truth.” (John 4:24)

BUT: “Where s he who has been born king of the Jews?
For we saw his star when 1t rose and have come to pay homage to him.”
(Matthew 2:2)
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aoryau therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, to present
‘ z'ef as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which 1s

~ L
-

— your spiritual worship. (Romans 12:1)

—_— '73’67" we are the circumcision, who worship by the Spirit of God and
= glory in Christ Jesus and put no confidence in the flesh. (Philtpprans
3:3)

Therefore let us be grateful for recerving a kingdom that cannot be
shaken, and thus let us offer to God acceptable worship, with
reverence and awe. (Hebrews 12:28)
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~ ¢. OT sacrificial language
- 2
lrving, spiritual) sacrifice (Rom 12:1;

- o

~ 1 Pet2:5;Heb13:15)

= = , priesthood (1 Pet 2:5)

S temple (1 Cor 3:16; Ephes 2:21)

drink offering (Phil 2:17)
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3. Important N'T Passages on Worship

CORINTHIAN
1:20
For asimany as there also
areg the throu im is
pro s of our N to
: the y of
in Hi y are God ghrough




The Ministry of Song
(Ephesians 5:18-20)



A Spirit-filled ministry



A mutual ministry



A varied ministry



A God-focused ministry



An internal ministry



A responsive ministry



A Christ-empowered ministry



4. WORSHIP IN HEBREWS



A BETTER WORSHIP
(Hebrews 10:19-22)







The main focus of His ministry is to glorify

Christ

“When the Spirit of truth comes . .
. He will glorify Me.”

(John 16:13-14)



He glorities Christ by . . .

e Acting in Christ’s earthly ministry (conception, baptism,
miracles, death, resurrection)

e Continuing Christ’s earthly ministry (Christ-centeredness
of all His activities in the New Testament)

“And I will ask the Father, and He will give you another Helper, to be
with you forever.” (John 14:16)

When the Spirit of truth comes, He will guide you into all
the truth, for He will not speak on his own authority, but
whatever He hears He will speak, and He will declare to you the

things that are to come. He will glorify me, for He will take
what 1s mine and declare it to you. (John 16:13-14)



He glorifies Christ by . . .

e Bringing us to faith in Christ

And when He comes, He will convict the world concerning sin
and righteousness and judgment. (John 16:8)

Jesus answered, “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born of
water and the Spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom of God. (John 3:5)

But when the goodness and loving kindness of God our Savior

appeared, He saved us . . . by the washing of regeneration and renewal of
the Holy Spirit. (Titus 3:4-5)



He glorifies Christ by . . .

e Giving us assurance of our relationship to God

in Christ

For you did not recerve the spirit of slavery to fall back
into fear, but you have received the Spirit of adoption as sons, by
whom we cry, “Abba! Father!” (Romans 8:15)

And because you are sons, God has sent the Spirit of His
Son into our hearts, crying, “Abba! Father!” (Galatians 4:6)



He glorifies Christ by . . .

e Motivating and empowering our worship of the
Father through Christ

For we are the true circumcision, who worship by the
Spirit of God and glory in Christ Jesus and put no confidence
in the flesh. (Philippians 3:3)

Be filled with the Spirit, addressing one another in

psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and making
melody to the Lord with your heart. ?Epheszans 5:18-19)



He glorifies Christ by . . .

e Motivating and empowering our worship
of the Father through Christ

& Connecting Revelation and Response/Head
and Heart



Revelation




He glorifies Christ by . . .

e Motivating and empowering our worship of the Father
through Christ

& Connecting Revelation and Response/Head and Heart

& Christ is the Way - the Holy Spirit 1s the Guide

& We CAN come to the Father in worship because of the
ministry of Christ; we WANT to come to the Father in
worship because of the ministry of the Holy Spirit.



He glorifies Christ by . . .

e Producing growth in Christlikeness in us
individually and as a Church.

And we all, with unoveiled face, beholding the glory
of the Lord, are being transformed into the same image from

one degree of glory to another. For this comes from the Lord
who 1s the Spirit. (2 Corinthians 3:18)

In Christ you also are being built together into a
dwelling place for God by the Spirit. (Ephesians 2:22)




The utter Christ-centeredness

of all the Spirit's work

(J. I. Packer)



1. How would you describe the Holy
Spirit’s unique role?

2. Do you think we should worship the
Holy Spirit?
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Jacob’s Ladder:
The Meaning =

of Worship , ‘ 7

WILLIAM NICEHQCLLS
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WIHAT MARIES
WORSHIP “GOOD™?

* the right song?
*the right worship leader?
*the right group of talent?
*the right amount of sincerity?



the sin ot trying to do worship 1 our own
strength
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The former priests, on t‘ﬁe 0 % el _° ‘*‘ reater numbers because
they were prevented by ie {{ nuing, but Jesus, on the other
hand, because He continuesde . hi6lds HIS Elestheod permanently.

Therefore He4 li/ ever those‘whe draw near to ‘God
# throu H1m SL Ace ».-;1 ives to make intercession for them.

rews 7:23-25) i
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HEBREWS 2:12

midst
ngre-
il sing
aise.

and in
of the
gation
Your

| will claim
Your me to
my brethren . . .




Jesus’ dual, two-way mediating ministry

d

REVELATION RESPONSE




JESUS HIMSELF

he ultimate fulfill
the biblical patternfof
ATION AND RESPONSE
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% (John 10:3,4)
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More about Jesus in His Word
holding communion with my Lord;

Hearing His voice 1n every line,
making each taithful saying mine.

More, more about Jesus,

More, more about Jesus;
More of His saving fullness see,

More ot His love who died tor me.



“Faith comes from hearing,

and hearing through the
word of Christ.”

(Romans 10:17)

A

Jesus speaking
through us!

Mission I

Revelation Response
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[1l. A BETTER WORSHIP
(10:19-22)

T

PAST WORK

PRESENT WORK
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HEBREWS 2:12

midst
ngre-
il sing
aise.

and in
of the
gation
Your

| will claim
Your me to
my brethren . . .




JESUS HIMSELF
1s the tulfillment of
the biblical pattern of

REVELATION and RESPONSE
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TRINITARIAN WORSHIP

(not “Unitarian”)

God is not only the One before us, “up there” to
receive our praise [Father]. God is also “alongside
us” in the person of Jesus, perfecting our
otherwise imperfect songs and prayers. God is
also at work “within us” [Holy Spirit] prodding us,
prompting us, encouraging us, and even—when
we are unable to pray—praying through us
(Romans 8:26).

(John Witvliet)
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Who can I
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This 1s the me | issing In the -
literature ofgc ' I‘Shlp [t is too much
about what I ol@h #tcrdoand too little about what
God Ras done '

rod ha§ done for me what 1
cannot do for 1

d1d 1tan Jesus Christ. -
Therefore my*wor offered :t-““*"broken Vessel
that 1s in the proct@ |

1o healed, but is not yet
capable of fullnes :' ,‘ idless intense passion,
absolute exaltafom, 4. n ¢lebration. But Jesus,
who shares in i ahity yet without sin, is not
only my. Sav1or FHe€ 1s-also my complete and
eternal WOI‘Shlp, o‘mg for me, in my place, what I
cannot do. . g o
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