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Syllabus

I.
Catalogue Course Description

Sharpens skills in effective sermon preparation and delivery begun in Homiletics I.  Gives added instruction on converting exegetical outlines to sermon outlines for accurate expository messages, topical messages, proper use of illustrations, and sermon delivery.  Students preach at least two sermons in the class.  Prerequisite: Homiletics I.

II. Course Objectives

By the end of the course the student should be able to…

A.
More clearly articulate the essential material taught in Homiletics I.
B.
Better develop exegetical and homiletical outlines than was possible in Homiletics I.

C.
Gain even more confidence preaching biblical passages before the class.

D.
Articulate the problems unique to preaching certain types of sermons (narrative, evangelistic, topical, wedding, funeral, controversial, etc.).

E.
Understand the essentials of preaching better by translating them into another language (preferred) or else by teaching five sessions (for monolinguals).
F.
Make relevant applications from a text of Scripture.

G.
Evaluate his/her own and others’ sermons and know why they were good or bad so as to know how to improve them.

H.
Preach narrative, topical, monologue, evangelistic, wedding, and funeral sermons.
I.
Gain the skill and confidence to design PowerPoint to use in preaching.

III. Course Requirements

A.
Readings (5%) will be assigned for most class periods.  The Reading Report will be handed in at the end of the course and returned to you with your grade for the semester.  Required reading includes chapters from selected homiletics texts and additional readings from books of your choice (explained later).  Students should all have their volume of my Homiletics notes.
B.
A Review Exam (5%) covering the content of Homiletics I will be given after the first week of the course.  This exam aims to reinforce the student’s foundation in preaching before we “put up the walls and roof” in this course.

C.
A Project (20%) is designed to help you and others better comprehend preaching essentials.
1. Translate Homiletics PPT into your native tongue.  Download your 100+ slides at http://biblestudydownloads.com/Homiletics_Preaching/Homiletics_Preaching.html.  After the course I will upload your presentations for all to use.  For more instructions, please read the TBB_Translation_Instructions.doc file on page M and also available for download at the TBB link.  Your grade sheet is on page P.

2. Teach Homiletics presentations #4-8 in at least 5 sessions to a group of 5+ adults (preferably to the same group of adults). You may use or edit the PPT already designed for this course or may make your own.  You are not required to develop more materials, but obviously those who work hard in this area tend to get better grades on the assignment and I would love to have what you develop to upload for others to use in the future.  Teaching can be at a home Bible study, cell group, Sunday school class, etc.  Have your students fill in the attached course evaluation (p. R) at the last session, but you should also submit to me with these a 2-page report that explains what you did, what you learned, who you taught, etc.  You may teach in another language but please translate all student evaluation forms for me before submitting them.  You will be graded with the Teacher Report Grade Sheet (p. Q), so fulfill its requirements.  This option also requires 162 or more pages of reading (see p. G). 
D.
Assignments (20%) must be typed (except #5-6) and submitted on time for full credit:
1.
Turn in your Q&A exegetical work with an exegetical idea/outline of your Mark text that you will preach for your first sermon in this course. Your EO should be like the top of page 46 with EI and all MPs in Z1+X+Z2+Y form (cf. pp. 22, 29-32).  I subtract 3% for each point missed on the Exegetical Outlining Checklist (p. 22).  Include your sources.
2.
Hand in your (a) original graded Assignment #1 or #3 (EO1), (b) a reworked Assignment #1 (EO2) with changes suggested by the professor, and (c) a corresponding homiletical outline (cf. pp. 46, 152).  This HO should be a single page, full-sentence, expository sermon outline on your text, including a sermon title, your structure, the main idea at the right place, an introduction, main points in the body (with applications and illustrations), and a conclusion.  Use the Ecclesiastes 5 sermon outline (p. 51) as a sample. I subtract 3% for each point missed on the Homiletical Outlining Checklist (p. 23).
3-4.
Repeat assignments #1-2 for your topical sermon (#3=#1, #4=#2).  Make sure the EI for each passage appears in an overall EI that summarizes the respective passages.

5-6.
Evaluate six sermons by students using the Sermon Evaluation Form (pp. 25-26).  This way each student will have input from three students and the professor on his/her sermons plus doing a self-evaluation.  The first three evaluations will be graded for Assignment #5 and the second three for Assignment #6.  
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	Speaker
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	Narrative

Passages
	Preacher’s
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#
	1st

Eval
	2nd

Eval
	3rd

Eval
	Type
	Speaker

#
	1st

Eval
	2nd

Eval
	3rd

Eval

	1:1-13
	KK
	1
	3
	6
	9
	Wedding
	1
	4
	7
	11

	1:14-39
	Evi
	2
	4
	7
	10
	Funeral
	2
	5
	8
	12

	1:40–2:12
	Tim
	3
	5
	8
	11
	Monologue
	3
	6
	9
	1

	2:13–3:6
	Vincent
	4
	6
	9
	12
	Evangelistic
	4
	7
	10
	2

	3:7-19
	Leslie
	5
	7
	10
	1
	Controversial
	5
	8
	11
	3

	3:20-35
	Ki Tam
	6
	8
	11
	2
	Wedding
	6
	9
	12
	4

	4:1-34
	Samuel
	7
	9
	12
	3
	Funeral
	7
	10
	1
	5

	4:35–5:20
	Carol
	8
	10
	1
	4
	Monologue
	8
	11
	2
	6

	5:21-43
	Wendy
	9
	11
	2
	5
	Evangelistic
	9
	12
	3
	7

	6:1-13
	Zhi Hong
	10
	12
	3
	6
	Controversial
	10
	1
	4
	8

	6:14-56
	Phil
	11
	1
	4
	7
	Wedding
	11
	2
	5
	9

	7:1-23
	Zimik
	12
	2
	5
	8
	Funeral
	12
	3
	6
	10


Evaluation forms will be passed out in class to provide each student input from fellow students and the professor on his/her sermons plus doing a self-evaluation.  All graded forms will be returned to the speaker, not the evaluator.  To see your grade, chase down the speaker and take a peek.  No top grades will be given to evaluators who do not give the speaker a letter grade and suggestions for improvement.  Try to be honest to benefit your fellow students.  If you grade a bad sermon as good, it will show on your evaluation grade—likewise it you are overly critical of a good sermon.

E.
Classroom Speaking (50%): The cost of not speaking on your assigned day is failing the assignment (no make-ups).  All students will preach to the class two times:

1.
Narrative Sermon (25%): A 15-minute sermon on a narrative passage (15-40 verses) will be preached to the class.  This must be the Mark passage assigned to you on page B.  It should include all of the guidelines discussed in Homiletics I and summarized on the Speaking Grade Sheet (p. 21).  That is, it should have a clear statement of the main idea, a brief introduction and conclusion, and the development of the body of the sermon to at least two levels of subordination: main points (I, II, etc.) and sub-points (A, B, etc.).  


Hand in by 2 PM the day before you preach: 
(1) the three assignments already graded for this sermon (EO1, EO2, & HO1),
(2) your 1-page homiletical outline (HO2) modified from assignment #2 (or #4)
(3) your column-annotated full manuscript (approx. 5 double-spaced pages; see sample how to do it on pp. 82-85 and how not to do it on pp. 91-92). 
(4) Your PowerPoint (cf. page L) and one-page sermon outline (cf. page 51)  


On the day you preach bring: 
(1) your digital media device (hard drive, memory key, etc.) to view later.  


(2) 13 copies of your 1-page outline (HO2) modified from assignment #2 (or #4), 



Points will be deducted for speaking too long (-1%/minute overtime) and for lacking a manuscript column design (-5%), one-page outline (-5%), PPT (-10%), or the manuscript (-10%).  Notes will not be allowed and students sneaking them will fail the assignment.  Please evaluate your video sermon using the Sermon Self Evaluation (p. 104) within two days after your sermon and return your completed sheet to my mailbox (L19) or under my office door.  Those submitting reports first will receive their grades first.

2.
Topical Sermon (25%): The same guidelines and requirements noted above for the narrative sermon apply here except that this message should be topical (including exposition of at least two texts on the same topic) and one of the special types discussed early in this course (monologue, evangelistic, wedding, funeral, or controversial).  Be sure to submit the same items as in Sermon #1 the day before you preach as well as the Sermon Self Evaluation (p. 104) within two days after preaching.

N.B.
Each of the written requirements has a 3% grade penalty per class day late.  Also, points may be deducted for not including your full name and box number on assignments, and improper grammar and spelling (especially of my name).  

IV. Other Matters

A.
Contacting Me: Contact me at SBC by box L19 or by phone (6559-1513).  Also, my home is at Block 2-302 on the SBC campus, mobile is 9113-7090, and home phone number is 6762-2011 (email griffith@sbc.edu.sg).  My office hours to talk are from 11:00-1:00 on Thursday and Friday and afternoons on Tuesday, Thursday, and Friday.  Let’s have lunch too!
B.
Copying Class Notes: Permission granted until you make a lot of money publishing them.  You may also copy all course PPT and translate them into other languages.
V. Course Bibliography

* 
On reserve in the library for this course and/or my other homiletics courses

† 
Required readings for this course

Achtemeier, Elizabeth.  Preaching from the Old Testament.  Louisville: Westminster/John Knox, 1989.  187 pp.

Though approaches the OT from a liberal mindset, this contains helpful chapters on the various genre and sees the Bible as “the Community-creating Word.”

*Alter, Robert.  The Art of Biblical Narrative.  London: Basic Books (Division of Harper/Collins Pub.), 1981.  xii + 195 pp.  220.4 ALT
Explains how all OT narrative conveys theology.  Haddon Robinson recommends this approach to literature, although Alter believes that OT narrative is fiction.  Alter is a Jewish scholar and Professor of Hebrew and Comparative Literature at the University of California at Berkeley.  Although liberal he has many good things to say.

†*Bennett, Bill.  Thirty Minutes to Raise the Dead.  Nashville: Nelson, 1991.

Practical advice from a Baptist pastor on preaching expository and evangelistic messages to people who have heard their share.  The title alone wakes you up!  

*Borden, Richard C.  How to Communicate Ideas.  Fairfield, NJ: The Economics Press, 1935.  Previously published under the title Public Speaking as Listeners Like It!
This 20-page booklet will revolutionize your speaking ability by following its four simple steps: (1) Ho hum!, (2) Why bring that up? (3) For instance! and (4) So what?  It is a classic in secular public speaking circles.

†*Chapell, Bryan.  Using Illustrations to Preach With Power.  Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1992.  223 pp.  

Addresses how to use real life situations to make sermons more interesting, as opposed to textbook-type illustrations.  Outlines in detail the process preachers should use in constructing and delivering illustrations and includes 34 excellent illustrations.  Chapell is professor of practical theology at Covenant Theological Seminary in St. Louis.

†*Davis, Ken.  Secrets of Dynamic Communication: Preparing and Delivering Powerful Speeches.  Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1991.  169 pp.

An excellent resource from a recognized speaker, writer, humorist, and teacher.  Deals with areas often missing in preaching books: practical advice on illustrations, humour, body language, audience involvement, evaluating your message—even lighting!

Fasol, Al.  A Guide to Self-Improvement in Sermon Delivery.  Grand Rapids: Baker, 1983. 

Help in often overlooked issues of delivery: voice projection, speaking mechanics, etc.

†*Erickson, Millard, and Heflin, James L.  Old Wine in New Wineskins: Doctrinal Preaching in a Changing World.  Grand Rapids: Baker, 1997.  269 pp.

Co-authored by a theology and homiletics professor, respectively.  Includes practical help how to communicate theology in preaching to our “how to” generation, addressing both doctrinal content and sermonic form in expositional, topical, narrative, and dramatic sermons.  It deals with the value and difficulties of doctrine today, including how to express doctrine in universal principles and specific applications.  Out of print.

*Grant, Reg, and Reed, John.  Telling Stories to Touch the Heart: How to Use Stories to Communicate God’s Truth.  Wheaton: Victor, 1990.  131 pp.

The art of storytelling has been neglected in our fast-paced, proposition-oriented generation, yet people still love stories!  The authors boil down their 68 years of storytelling experience into four practical steps.  Five sample monologues and a helpful bibliography are also included.   Very readable and basic. 268.15 GRA
*_______.  The Power Sermon: Countdown to Quality Messages for Maximum Impact.  Grand Rapids: Baker, 1993.  198 pp.  US$10.99.BibSac603:375
Details a “user friendly,” eleven-step procedure for sermon development which includes exegesis, proposition, purpose, destination, introductions, body, transitions, conclusions, supporting material (illustrations, etc.), manuscript, time lines, memory, creativity and theology (Robinson’s Biblical Preaching does not address these last four areas).  The appendices provide a sample sermon and a basic form to use in developing expository sermons.  Drs. Grant and Reed teach preaching at Dallas Seminary.

*Greidanus, Sidney.  The Modern Preacher and the Ancient Text.  Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1988; Leicester: InterVarsity, 1988.  374 pp.  

An in-depth, technical text on preaching various types of biblical literature.  Especially helps identify unacceptable methods of applying the text (copied at notes, 142-47).

See a review of Greidanus by Ramesh in Bib Sac 146 (October-December 1989): 472-74.
Hostetler, Michael J.  Illustrating the Sermon.  Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1989.  87 pp.

Addresses types, styles, qualities, sources, storage, and evaluations of illustrations.

*__________.  Introducing the Sermon: The Art of Compelling Beginnings.  Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1986.  89 pp.  Paper, US$5.95.  Lawrence BS 574:238
A book on a much neglected topic with graphic imagery, including summaries at key points, many positive and negative examples, and how to have good introductions.  Unfortunately he illustrates only how to introduce a topic rather than an entire subject. 

†*Hybels, Bill; Robinson, Haddon; & Briscoe, Stuart.  Mastering Contemporary Preaching.  Mastering Ministry Series, vol. 1.  Portland: Multnomah, 1989.  171 pp.

Twelve chapters on practical issues preachers face (e.g., preacher’s authority, speaking to the secularized mind, giving applications, being interesting, addressing controversial subjects, speaking on sex and money, talking about yourself in the pulpit, etc.).

Koller, Charles W.  How to Preach Without Notes.  Grand Rapids: Baker, 1979.  144 pp.

Shows how to preach expository and other sermons more effectively and naturally without notes.  He is president of Northern Baptist Theological Seminary, Chicago.

†*Kuhatschek, Jack. Applying the Bible.  Originally Taking the Guesswork Out of Applying the Bible.  Downers Grove: IVP, 1990; reprint, Grand Rapids: Zondervan.  163 pp.

Explores how to derive principles and applications from selected biblical passages, with many examples.  This is a practical guide on an important but often overlooked area.

*Liefeld, Walter L.  New Testament Exposition: From Text to Sermon.  Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1984.  180 pp.  US$10.95.  

A guide to sermon preparation for the busy pastor; emphasizes literary structure and flow of thought instead of parsing, sentence diagramming, and word studies; addresses how to preach from difficult texts such as parables, miracles, proverbial sayings, obscure passages, passages susceptible to contrary interpretations, and especially apparent discrepancies in the gospel accounts.  See Sunukjian in BibSac 569:89-90.
*Litfin, A. Duane.  Public Speaking: A Handbook for Christians.  Grand Rapids: Baker, 1981.  352 pp.

An excellent guide similar in method to Robinson’s Biblical Preaching but broader as it addresses several types of speaking situations.  Comprehensive (yet concise), addresses both religious and nonreligious speeches and settings, has an index, and practical (a “how-to” book with exercises following each of the ten chapters).  Litfin taught homiletics at Dallas Seminary for many years but now pastors in Tennessee.

†MacArthur, John, Jr.  Rediscovering Expository Preaching.  Edited by Richard Mayhue and Robert L. Thomas.  Dallas: Word, 1992.  411 pp.

Nineteen articles by Masters Seminary faculty (seven by MacArthur), addressing the priority of exposition, preparing the expositor, and method.  Has chapters unavailable in most homiletics texts: inerrancy, history of exposition, study tools, Bible translations, titles, and the role of prayer, being a man of God, and the Spirit’s role in exposition.

*Mawhinney, Bruce.  Preaching with Freshness.  Eugene, OR: Harvest, 1991; reprinted, Grand Rapids: Kregel, 1997.  259 pp.

Written in narrative form (which is fresh itself!).  Will help you build good habits in your weekly schedule to prepare well for preaching as well as get out of the habits which make your sermons all sound the same.  You may not feel the need for this one yet, but reach for it after your 100th sermon!

McCarty, C. Barry.  Well Said and Worth Saying: A Public Speaking Guide for Church Leaders.  Nashville, TN: Broadman, 1991.  152 pp.

Especially helpful on the dynamics of speech and delivery.  Addresses the steps to effective topical preaching, including organizing ideas, supporting them with illustrations, and manuscripting for proper word choice.  Out of print.

McKenzie, Alyce M.  Preaching Proverbs: Wisdom for the Pulpit.  Louisville: Westminster John Knox, 1996.  170 pp.

Argues that proverbs are the least preached biblical genre; contains six model sermons on proverbs.  She is a preaching consultant to United Methodist Church pastors.

*Richard, Ramesh P. Preparing Expository Sermons (formerly Scripture Sculpture): A Do-It-Yourself Manual for Biblical Preaching.  2d. ed.  Grand Rapids: Baker, 1995, 2001.  215 pp.  US$10.95 pb.

A very practical seven-step procedure for expository preaching is explained by this professor of homiletics at Dallas Seminary.  Dr. Richard (from Delhi) has presented this content to pastors all over the world—a tested method!  Eleven appendices too!

*Robinson, Haddon.  Biblical Preaching.  2d ed.  Grand Rapids: Baker, 1980, 2000.  230 pp.

Here’s the classic book on expository preaching used in Bible colleges and seminaries worldwide, and for good reason.  Robinson built Dallas Seminary’s emphasis on exposition through the 10 simple steps in this book.  The book, however, is weak in explaining how to get the exegetical idea and how to make applications for listeners.

†*__________., ed.  Biblical Sermons.  Grand Rapids: Baker, 1989.  264 pp.

Whereas his first book has 10 expository steps, this one has 12 expository “steppers”—one sermon each from 12 of Robinson’s students now in ministries of exposition.  The sermons don’t practice everything in Biblical Preaching, but each is excellent and includes Robinson’s commentary on the sermon and an interview with the preacher.

Stott, R. John.  Between Two Worlds: The Art of Preaching in the Twentieth Century.  London: Hodder & Stoughton, and Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1982.  351 pp.

Emphasizes the messenger more than the message, the preacher more than the sermon.  Begins with a history of great preachers, then explores some contemporary objections to preaching, its theological foundations, and finally (too brief) steps to how to prepare sermons which bridge the cultural gap with sincerity, earnestness, courage, and humility.  Unfortunately the book lacks an index which limits it as a reference tool.

Vines, Jerry.  A Practical Guide to Sermon Preparation.  Chicago: Moody, 1985.  173 pp.

Gives steps to preach expositions, starting with the preacher’s own personal integrity, devotional life, study, physical fitness, etc. and ending with preaching without notes.

†*Wiersbe, Warren, and Wiersbe, David.  The Elements of Preaching: The Art of Biblical Preaching—Clearly and Simply Presented.  Wheaton: Tyndale, 1986.  109 pp.

Composed of 26 preaching principles and 14 preaching prohibitions—most given in bite-size two page chapters.  Excellent to read at many sittings.

Reading Reflection (Supplemental Reading for Those Teaching Instead of Translating):

Besides required readings, read at least one other whole book.  Pick one of these options: 

(1)
Read one of the above books by Bennett (190 pp.), Chapell (189 pp.), Hybels (171 pp.), or Kuhatschek (163 pp.) or…

(2)
Read both Hostetler, Introducing the Sermon (89 pp.) and Wiersbe (109 pp.).

(3)
Read at least 175 pages from MacArthur (411 pp.) or other preaching books.

Write a 1-2 page reflection, showing how your reading benefited you.  Don’t just summarize the book’s content, but show your applications from it.  This is due near the end of the course.

VI. Reading Report Name
 
Course Grade _____ 
Box 

2013 the 2-hour course with 12 students so each preached only 2x. Erickson out of print so assigned as articles only
 (Please tick if completed in full on time.  Mark “L” if late, “P” if read partially, and leave blank if not read at all.)

	Session
	Date  (Wed)
	Subject
	Assignment
	

	
	9 Jan (W)
	Dr Jeannie Yip Seminar
	No class or assignments
	

	1
	16 Jan (W1)
	Syllabus & Introduction
	No assignments
	

	2
	16 Jan (W2)
	Seven Steps Review (pp. 27-28)

	Review Homiletics, 21-34, 38-51

Read this syllabus through
	

	3
	23 Jan (W1)
	Humour & Storytelling
	Davis, 117-30 (notes, 365-372)
	

	4
	23 Jan (W2)
	Review Exam
	
	

	5
	13 Feb (W1)
	Designing Sermon PPT 1
	Assign. #1: Exegetical Outline
	

	6
	13 Feb (W2)
	Designing Sermon PPT 2
	Read notes, I-L; bring laptop to class with PPT installed for workshop
	

	7
	30 Jan (W1)
	Topical Sermons
	Richard, 198-203 (topical preaching)
Biblical Sermons, 31-43 (Adultery in notes, 336-342) TopicalSerm
	

	8
	30 Jan (W2)
	Monologues
	Notes, 160-88
	

	9
	6 Feb (W1)
	Evangelistic, Wedding, 

& Funeral Sermons
	Biblical Sermons, 201-19 (notes, 326-35LarryMoyer); Assign. #2: Homiletical Outline
	

	10
	6 Feb (W2)
	Preaching Calendars & 

The “Don’ts” of Preaching
	Richard, 153-54; Hybels, 45-53;
Wiersbe, 71-109
	

	
	13 Feb (W)
	Chinese New Year Break
	No class or assignments
	

	11
	20 Feb (W1)
	Preaching Controversial Subjects
	Mawhinney, 78-116 controversial sub Hybels, 79-112 controversial sub
	

	12
	20 Feb (W2)
	Gathering Doctrinal Content
	Erickson/Heflin, 39-57 (notes, 265-275); Strategy Submit Sermon #2 texts DocSerm
	

	13
	27 Feb (W1)
	Narrative 1-2
	Erickson/Heflin, 115-131 (notes, 278-286) NarDoc
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	14
	27 Feb (W2)
	Narrative 3-4
	
	

	15
	6 Mar (W1)
	Narrative 5-6
	Erickson/Heflin, 183-99 (notes, 287-295) Topical Doctrinal Preaching
	

	16
	6 Mar (W2)
	Narrative 7-8
	Assign. #3: Exegetical Outline
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	20 Mar (W)
	Mid-Semester Break
	No class or assignments
	

	
	25-27 Mar
	Extended PCG Retreat
	No class or assignments
	

	17
	3 Apr (W1)
	Narrative 9-10
	Erickson/Heflin, 200-219 (notes, 296-305) NarSerm
	

	18
	3 Apr (W2)
	Narrative 11-12
	Assign. #4: Homiletical Outline
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	19
	10 Apr (W1)
	Topical 1-2
	Erickson/Heflin, 243-60 (notes, 316-325)
	

	20
	10 Apr (W2)
	Topical 3-4
	Biblical Sermons, 51-67 (Goliath in notes, 343-351)
	

	21
	17 Apr (W1)
	Topical 5-6
	Biblical Sermons, 89-112 (Ps 127 in notes, 352-364)
	

	22
	17 Apr (W2)
	Topical 7-8
	
	

	23
	24 Apr (W1)
	Topical 9-10
	Project Due (or finish reading your extra book + reading reflection)
	

	24
	24 Apr (W2)
	Topical 11-12
	
	

	
	1 May (W)
	Labour Day & Study Week
	No class or assignments
	


5th ed. 11 Dec 2016 


