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Key Word: 	Division

Key Verse:	“But I will not take the whole kingdom out of Solomon’s hand; I have made him ruler all the days of his life for the sake of David my servant, whom I chose and who observed my commands and statutes.  I will take the kingdom from his son’s hands and give you [Jeroboam] ten tribes” (1 Kings 11:34-35).

Summary Statement:
Solomon’s prosperity from loyalty to the Law ends in disobedience that causes the division of the kingdom with mostly evil kings in Israel and Judah to remind Judah of God's loyalty to the Davidic Covenant and its own need to obey the Law.

Application:
The test of a true servant of God is the ability to end well.

Discerning people of God learn from the mistakes of their predecessors and do not repeat these sins themselves.

1 Kings

Introduction

I.	Title   First and Second Kings originally comprised only one book in the Hebrew canon called "Kings" (~ykil,m,) after the first word in 1:1 ("Now King"; &l,M,h;w>). However, this single scroll was arbitrarily divided in the Septuagint (250 BC) since the Greek required a greater amount of scroll space.  The Septuagint titles were Third and Fourth Kingdoms (since 1 and 2 Samuel were designated 1 and 2 Kingdoms).  Jerome called 1 and 2 Kings "The Book of the Kings" about six centuries later.  These titles are appropriate as these books record and interpret the reign of every king of Israel and Judah except Saul (David has brief mention in 1 Kings 1:1–2:12).

II. Authorship

A.	External Evidence: Jewish tradition ascribes the authorship of the Books of Kings to Jeremiah, and this gains weight from literary parallels between this record and the prophecy of Jeremiah.

B.	Internal Evidence: The prophetic-like descriptions of Israel's apostasy indicate that the author was a prophet/historian.  Also, this compiler had several historical documents at his fingertips: “the book of the acts of Solomon” (1 Kings 11:41), “the book of the chronicles of the kings of Israel” (1 Kings 14:19), and “the book of the chronicles of the kings of Judah” (1 Kings 14:29; 15:7).  These books may be attributed to the official secretary Shebna and/or the official recorder Joah, son of Asaph (2 Kings 18:18; cf. Isa. 36:11).  Parallels between 2 Kings 18–20 and Isaiah 36–39 also reveal that Isaiah's scroll also was a source.  No firm evidence exists to refute the tradition that Jeremiah authored the Book of Kings.

III. Circumstances

A.	Date: Three lines of evidence indicate that First Kings and even most of Second Kings were written before the Babylonian Captivity (586 BC). The ark still resided in Solomon's temple (1 Kings 8:8), Israel was still in rebellion against Judah (1 Kings 12:19), and Samaria's idolatry persisted even after its resettlement (2 Kings 17:34, 41).  However, the final two chapters of Second Kings record up to 26 years after this captivity and may have been recorded by a Jewish captive in Babylon or by Jeremiah himself, who would have been at least 84 years old.  

	First Kings covers a period of history totaling 120 years, beginning in 971 BC with the inauguration of Solomon and ending in 852 BC near the end of Ahaziah's reign.  The year 931 BC marks the most significant date when Solomon's kingdom split into the northern nation of Israel and the southern kingdom of Judah after his death.

	Second Kings picks up at 852 BC and traces the account through the falls of Samaria (722 BC) and Jerusalem (586 BC) until the release of Jehoiachin in Babylon in 560 BC—a period of over 293 years.

B.	Recipients: The Book of Kings was written to the remaining kingdom of Judah before (1 Kings 1–2 Kings 23) and after (2 Kings 24–25) its own exile in Babylon.

C.	Occasion: Jeremiah's prophecy and Lamentations record his eyewitness account of Babylon's siege and destruction of Jerusalem for the nation's sins.  In addition to his own prophetic word, the Holy Spirit moved him to record an historical compilation to give the context and justification for God's judgments on these two nations.  The leaders and the people sinned through ungodliness and idolatry, and, true to the curses of Deuteronomy 28, God gave them the consequences of their disobedience.  Therefore, the purpose of the record is to show how the welfare of Israel and Judah depended upon the faithfulness of the king and people to the covenant of Moses to teach the exiles to learn from the past mistakes of their ancestors.  In large part this purpose was accomplished in history as Israel has not since the Captivity had a problem with idolatry.

IV. Characteristics

A.	The Books of Kings record more national leaders than any book in Scripture. 

B.	Kings and Chronicles overlap in their records of the kingdom era, but have some notable differences in emphasis (Constable, BKC, 1:484; Merrill, BKC, 1:591; Zuck, BTOT, 162):

	
	Kings
	Chronicles

	Kings of…
	Israel and Judah
	Judah (almost exclusively)

	Elements
	Royal/prophetic
	Priestly (temple and worship)

	Evaluation
	Based on Mosaic Law
	Based on David/worship of Yahweh

	Purpose
	Ethical: Judging both nations
	Covenant: Blessing Judah due to David 

	Author
	Jeremiah the prophet/priest
	Ezra the priest

	Faith
	Man's faithlessness
	God's faithfulness

	Outlook
	Negative: rebellion/tragedy
	Positive: hope amidst apostasy/tragedy

	Recipients
	[bookmark: _GoBack]Exilic Jews (ca. 560 BC)
	Postexilic Jews (ca. 440 BC)

	Chronology
	971-586 BC
	1011-538 BC

	Emphasis
	Political: emphasizes the throne
	Spiritual: emphasizes the temple

	Content
	Historical
	Theological

	Attributes
	God's justice
	God's grace

	Protagonist
	Human responsibility
	Divine sovereignty



Memory Acronym: KEEP A FORCE CAP (using the first letters of each category above)

C.	Reconciling the chronology of the kings in Kings and Chronicles perplexed scholars for centuries until the work of Seventh-day Adventist scholar Edwin R. Thiele (pronounced Teé-lee) in the 20th century.  His books, A Chronology of the Hebrew Kings  (Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1977) and especially The Mysterious Numbers of the Hebrew Kings (rev. ed.; Chicago: Univ. of Chicago Press, 1983), have insightfully answered several chronological difficulties, particularly of Judah (Constable, BKC, 1:484).  Thiele notes that differences in dating can be attributed to various factors (cf. OTS, 231-32):

1.	Co-regencies and vice-regencies often answer how chronologies overlap.

2.	Judah and Israel used two different methods to determine when a king's reign began, and both nations changed these methods at least once!

3.	Judah and Israel used different calendars, beginning their years at different times!

4.	The names of kings can often be confusing:

a.	Some kings had the same name (two kings had the names Jeroboam, Jehoram, Jehoahaz, Ahaziah, etc.).  Once two kings with the same name even reigned simultaneously (Jehorams of both Israel and Judah)!

b.	Two different names sometimes referred to the same king (e.g., Uzziah = Azariah, Abijah = Abijam, Joram = Jehoram, Joash = Jehoash).  

c.	Also, 24 of the 39 kings had names beginning with "A" or "J."

Therefore, the chronologies are very difficult to harmonize exactly; however, in most cases the various systems differ by only one or two years.


D.	One difficult verse is 1 Kings 4:21, which states, “And Solomon ruled over all the kingdoms from the River to the land of the Philistines, as far as the border of Egypt. These countries brought tribute and were Solomon’s subjects all his life.”  Is this the fulfillment of the promise to Abraham in Genesis 15:18 that his descendants would possess the land from the Wadi of Egypt to the Euphrates River (modern Iraq)?  The following shows that this was only a partial fulfillment of this promise so that a future, full fulfillment yet awaits us:
[image: Rick SSD:Users:griffith:Documents:All PPT:Maps from Beitzel Atlas PPT:28 Dav-Sol.jpg]
1.	God clarified this promise to Abraham in Ezekiel by saying that this covenant with Jerusalem is an eternal covenant (Gen. 17:8; cf. Ezek. 16:1, 60).

2.	Solomon only collected tribute from these areas, which is different than saying that Israel possessed this land and lived in it (“I will give this land,” Gen. 15:18).

3.	The time of fulfillment is after exile and national repentance (Deut. 30:2, 6, 8, 10; Jer. 17:24-27; 18:7-10) that would take place after the return from Babylon (Zech. 10:9-10), which was long after Solomon’s time.  This will not occur until the Second Coming of Christ (Rom. 11:26-27).


Argument

The Book of 1 Kings records the first part of the history of the kings of Israel and Judah but does so with a purpose.  The author's motive seems to be an ethical one—to convince his readers from the lessons of the past that God blesses obedience to his covenant but judges disobedience.  This is observable in the greater part of the reign of Solomon (1 Kings 1–11), who prospers in a United Kingdom as he obeys (1 Kings 1–8) but loses the kingdom after his sins of materialism, intermarriage, and especially idol worship (1 Kings 9–11).  After the kingdom divides, both the north and the south experience instability and division depending on the obedience of each king (1 Kings 12–22).  The book also shows God's commitment to the Davidic Covenant through Solomon and the kings of Judah who retain only one dynasty in contrast to the four dynasties of the northern kingdom that do not possess the promise of the Davidic Covenant.


Synthesis

Early divided kingdom covenant disobedience	Division of the Kingdom

1–11	Solomon's prosperity from obedience
1–2	Establishment
1	Anointed king
2	Purges opposition
3–8	Rise: obedience
3	Wisdom
4	Administration
5–8	Temple
9–11	Decline: disobedience 
9:1-9	Davidic Covenant reaffirmed
9:10–11:8	Disobedience
11:9-43	Judgment: Opposition & Rehoboam

12–22	Early divided kingdom	Key to Morality of Kings
12–14	Jeroboam/Rehoboam	I = Israel (all bad kings)
12:1-24	Division over work	J = Judah (good kings in bold)
12:25–14:20	Jeroboam (1; I)–idolatry	(1) = Israel dynasties
14:21-31	Rehoboam (J)–idolatry
15:1-8	Abijam (Abijah; J)
15:9-24	Asa (J)
15:25-26	Nadab (I)
15:27–16:7	Baasha (2; I)
16:8-14	Elah (I)
16:15-20	Zimri (3; I)
16:21-28	Omri (4; I) 
16:29–22:40	Ahab (I) vs. Elijah/Micaiah
16:29-34	Idolatry/Baal worship
17–19	Judgment (YHWH is God!)
17	Drought vs. ravens/widow
18	Mt. Carmel
19	Murder thwarted vs. God's protection
20	Victory over Syria
21	Naboth
22:1-40	Death at Ramoth-Gilead
22:41-50	Jehoshaphat (J)
22:51-53	Ahaziah (I)

Outline

Summary Statement for the Book
Solomon’s prosperity from loyalty to the Law ends in disobedience that causes the division of the kingdom with mostly evil kings in Israel and Judah to remind Judah of God's loyalty to the Davidic Covenant and its own need to obey the Law.
The end of Solomon’s united and prosperous kingdom due to his idolatry reminds Judah of God's loyalty to the Davidic Covenant and its need to obey the Law (1 Kings 1–11; 971-931 BC).
The establishment of Solomon as king in his anointing and purging the kingdom of rivals confirmed God's loyalty to the Davidic Covenant (1 Kings 1–2).
Solomon’s anointing as king in response to his brother Adonijah's plot to seize the kingship verifies God's transfer of the Davidic Covenant from David to Solomon (1 Kings 1).
Solomon purged opposition to the throne in obedience to David's charge before his death to establish the kingdom in his hands (1 Kings 2).
David charged Solomon to obey the Law and execute rivals to his throne before his death (2:1-12).
Solomon purged the kingdom of four competitors (2:13-46).
Adonijah died trying to steal the kingdom by marrying David's attendant Abishag (2:13-25).
Abiathar's priesthood transferred to Zadok to fulfill the prophecy that Eli's line of priests would be cut off, thus showing God faithful to his word (2:26-27; cf. 1 Sam. 2:30-35).
Joab was executed for conspiring with Adonijah and killing Abner and Amasa (2:28-35; cf. 2 Sam. 3:22-30; 20:8-10).
Shimei was executed for disobeying Solomon's exile on him and for cursing David (2:36-46).
The rise of Solomon as king shows God's blessing upon him as the legitimate heir to the Davidic Covenant promises to instruct Israel in the benefits of following the Law (1 Kings 3–8).
Solomon's wisdom granted by God for obeying the Law and shown by judging between two prostitutes shows that God made him the rightful heir of the Davidic Covenant (1 Kings 3).
Solomon's administration through chief officials, governors, and officers receives international acclaim due to his great wisdom instructs Israel in the benefits of following the Law (1 Kings 4).
Solomon's temple was constructed, dedicated, and filled with God’s glory to affirm God's blessing on his obedience (1 Kings 5–8).
Construction of the temple took seven years and employed thousands of Hiram's men and 213,000 Israelite workmen (1 Kings 5–6)!
In contrast, construction of Solomon's much larger palace took 13 years (7:1-12)!
[image: Screen Shot 2017-12-28 at 5]

	Solomon’s… 
	Temple (1 Kings 6:1-2)
	Palace (1 Kings 7:1-2)

	
Height
	
30 cubits (13.5 meters)
	
30 cubits (13.5 meters)


	Width
	20 cubits (9 meters)
	50 cubits (23 meters)


	Length
	60 cubits (27 meters)
	100 cubits (46 meters)


	Construction
	966-959 BC (7 years; 1 Kings 6:38)
	959-946 BC (13 years; cf. Hag. 1:2-4)


	Location
	Rock of Moriah: place where Abraham offered Isaac (Gen. 22:14), later the threshing floor of Araunah (2 Sam. 24:16), and later the temple (1 Chron. 22:1; 2 Chron. 3:1)
	Just south of the temple, which was next to the palace of Pharaoh’s daughter, wife of Solomon (2 Chron. 8:11)


Temple furnishings were built and brought into the temple (7:13-51).
After the return of the ark and Shekinah glory, Solomon dedicated the temple with a message and prayer which met both God's and the people's approval (1 Kings 8).
The decline of Solomon from disobeying the Mosaic Covenant resulted in God opposing him and granting him only one tribe of his entire kingdom for a godless son (1 Kings 9–11).
The LORD reaffirmed the Davidic Covenant to Solomon at the height of his life with a stern warning not to forsake the Mosaic Covenant (9:1-9).
Despite his great wisdom, splendor, and God's warning, Solomon disobeyed the Law (9:10–11:8).
He tried to pay Hiram 20 Israelite towns contrary to the Law (9:10-14; cf. Josh 1:3-4).
He enslaved Canaanites rather than exterminating them (9:15-28; cf. Exod 23:31-33).
He amassed wealth contrary to the Law (10:1-25; cf. Deut 17:17b).
He multiplied horses contrary to the Law (10:26-29; cf. Deut 17:16).
He intermarried with foreigners contrary to the Law (11:1-2; cf. Exod 34:15-16).
He multiplied wives contrary to the Law (11:3; cf. Deut 17:17a).
He worshipped pagan gods and built them altars contrary to the Law (11:4-8; cf. Exod 34:15-16).
God disciplined Solomon’s disobedience to the Law by opposition and succession of his godless son Rehoboam who would rule only one tribe (11:9-43).
The LORD promised to judge Solomon's disobedience by having his heir rule only the tribe of Judah in a divided rather than a united kingdom (11:9-13).
God raised up both external and internal opposition to Solomon because of his disobedience to the Mosaic Covenant (11:14-40).
External opposition came from Hadad the Edomite and Rezon the Zobahite, both unconquered enemies of David (11:14-25).
Internal opposition came from God's promise to Jeroboam, one of Solomon's own officials, that he would give him the northern nation of ten tribes (11:26-40).
At Solomon's death after a 40-year rule his throne went to his godless son Rehoboam to rule only the tribe of Judah (11:41-43).

	The Kingdom in Tranquility
	Chapter 12
Split 
of the Kingdom
	The Kingdoms in Turmoil


	God rules his people through a king:
SOLOMON
	
	God speaks to his people through a prophet:
ELIJAH



The Significance of 1 Kings 12
Irving L. Jensen, Jensen’s Survey of the OT, 196
The unstable divided kingdom under early kings of Israel and Judah by ignoring the Law reminds Israel to obey the Law—not repeat the past (1 Kings 12–22; 931-852 BC).
The kingdom divided under the idolatry and evil reigns of Jeroboam and Rehoboam to remind Israel to obey the Law rather than repeat the sins of the past (1 Kings 12–14).
The division of the kingdom due to Rehoboam's commitment to overwork the people teaches that God blesses righteous leadership but punishes evil (12:1-24).
God judged Jeroboam's evil reign in the first of nine dynasties in Israel for promoting idolatry to show God faithful to his word and committed to the Davidic Covenant (12:25–14:20).
Jeroboam protected his evil grasp on the northern tribes by making pagan altars at Bethel and Dan to keep his people from worship at Jerusalem (12:25-33).
God sent a prophet to warn Jeroboam of his evil ways who also became an example of the perils of disobedience, yet Jeroboam persisted in idolatry (1 Kings 13).
Ahijah predicted to Jeroboam's wife her son’s death and end of his dynasty to show God’s fidelity to his word and commitment to the Davidic Covenant in Judah (14:1-20).
God judged Rehoboam's evil reign of idolatry in the only dynasty in Judah by Shishak of Egypt stealing Solomon's gold temple shields to show the cost of defying the Law (14:21-31).
The mixed reigns of two kings in Judah saw more idolatry then its removal from the land (15:1-24).
Abijam (Abijah) repeated the same idolatry committed by his father Rehoboam (15:1-8).
Asa’s good reign purged idolatry except at the high places and brought some reform to Judah (15:9-24).
Gog judged the evil reigns of five kings in Israel for disobeying the Mosaic Covenant (15:25–16:28).
Nadab committed evil and was judged by the loss of his dynasty (15:25-26).
Baasha (Second Dynasty) committed evil despite warnings from the prophet Jehu (15:27–16:7).
Elah committed evil and was judged by the loss of his dynasty (16:8-14).
Zimri (Third Dynasty) murdered Baasha's entire family and then reigned only seven days before his suicide and was therefore judged by the loss of his dynasty (16:15-20).
Omri  (Fourth Dynasty) built the city of Samaria but was judged for sinning worse than any previous king—especially for enticing Israel to idol worship (16:21-28).
The prophets Elijah and Micaiah confronted wicked Ahab of Israel to show the LORD's sovereignty over Baal (16:29–22:40).
Ahab not only encouraged idolatry but after marrying the Sidonian princess Jezebel, he introduced Baal worship in Israel (16:29-34).
God judged Ahab and Jezebel for their sin but protected Elijah from harm to teach that Yahweh—not Baal—is God (1 Kings 17–19).
Elijah predicted to Ahab a 3½-year drought but God miraculously fed Elijah by ravens and a widow to show that Yahweh—not Baal—is God (1 Kings 17).
Elijah revealed God’s power at Carmel and murdered Baal's prophets to show Ahab and Jezebel that Yahweh—not Baal— deserves worship (1 Kings 18).
Jezebel tried to kill Elijah but God gave him food, an appearance, and a new disciple to show that Yahweh protected Elijah but Baal was silent (1 Kings 19).
Ahab defeated Syria at Samaria and Aphek but was prophesied death because he trusted Ben-Hadad by sparing his life instead of trusting God above false gods (1 Kings 20).
The result of Ahab’s murder of Naboth and seizure of his vineyard inheritance was God’s announcement that his family line would be cut off after his son’s rule (1 Kings 21).
The way Ahab abused his authority was to let Jezebel seize Naboth’s vineyard and kill him (21:1-16).
The result of Ahab’s abuse of his authority was God’s announcement that his family line would be cut off after his son rules (21:17-29).
God judged Ahab through death at Ramoth-Gilead to fulfill Micaiah and Elijah’s prophecies since Ahab trusted the powerless prophets of Baal instead of God’s true prophet (22:1-40).
Jehoshaphat's good reign in Judah purged the male shrine prostitutes and lacked only removal of the high places (22:41-50).
The beginning of Ahaziah's evil reign in Israel continued the Baal worship begun by his father Ahab (22:51-53). NOTE: The rest of his reign is completed in 2 Kings 1.

Note: For a helpful guide in correlating the various accounts in the lives of the kings of Israel and Judah, consult the following harmony.  It generally places the narratives chronologically in parallel columns but is strongest in its literary comparisons (see a page of Newsome on p. 267b).

Newsome, James D., Jr.  A Synoptic Harmony of Samuel, Kings, and Chronicles: With Related Passages from Psalms, Isaiah, Jeremiah, and Ezra.  Grand Rapids: Baker, 1986.  275 pp. 



Quiz on Leaders in 1 Kings

Fill in the names of one prophet and the seven kings all found in 1 Kings.
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The Divided Kingdoms
Adapted and expanded from Huang Sabin, OT Made Simple; 
Andrew E. Hill & John H. Walton, A Survey of the Old Testament, 3rd ed., 290


	Israel
	Judah

	
North
	
South

	10 tribes
	2 tribes

	9 ruling dynasties
	1 ruling dynasty*

	20 kings**
	19 kings, 1 queen

	20 evil kings
	12 evil kings/queens

	0 good kings
	8 good kings


	7 assassinations
	5 assassinations

	1 suicide
	0 suicides


	1 “stricken by God”
	2 “stricken by God”

	0 kings exiled to foreign lands
	3 kings exiled to foreign lands


	First king: Jeroboam
	First king: Rehoboam

	Last king: Hoshea
	Last king: Zedekiah

	Lasted 209 years
	Lasted 345 years


	People exiled in 722 BC
	People exiled from 605-586 BC

	Exiled to Assyria’s conquered lands
	Exiled to Babylon

	Never returned to land of Israel 
	Remnant returned after 70 years

	Only tribes migrating to Judah returned
	Returned in 538 BC



* 	Queen Athaliah of Judah interrupted the Davidic dynasty but it resumed after her death so she acted more as a parenthesis as opposed to the elimination of the previous dynasties in Israel.

**	The competing reign of Tibni for three of Omri’s years is included here.


Dr. Rick Griffith	Old Testament Survey: 1 Kings	227a
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The Bible Visual Resource Book, 68



Possible Locations of Solomon’s Temple 
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Geography of the Divided Kingdom
[image: Screen Shot 2017-12-29 at 3]The Bible Visual Resource Book, 75
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Chart of Old Testament Kings and Prophets
[image: Screen Shot 2017-12-29 at 3]John C. Whitcomb (1 of 2)


(It’s OK to cover the above title)
Chart of Old Testament Kings and Prophets
John C. Whitcomb (2 of 2)
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(It’s OK to cover the above title)
Chart of Old Testament Kings and Prophets (Blank)
John C. Whitcomb (Outline of the Previous Page)
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Chronology of Kings and Prophets
Dr. E. N. Poulson, Grace Baptist Church, Singapore (used with permission)
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 Rulers of Israel and Judah
The Bible Visual Resource Book, 71
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Kings of Israel
Walk Thru the Old Testament
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Kings of Judah
Walk Thru the Old Testament
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Genealogical Chart of the Kings of Judah
Paul Maier, Josephus: The Essential Writings, 388, adapted
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Summaries of the Kings’ Reigns
Allen P. Ross, Dallas Theological Seminary (1 of 3) 
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Summaries of the Kings’ Reigns
Allen P. Ross (2 of 3) 
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Summaries of the Kings’ Reigns
Allen P. Ross (3 of 3), adapted 
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Chronicles Clip #1
C. Zanziper (Brooklyn, New York)
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(It’s OK to cover the above title)


Chronicles Clip #2
C. Zanziper (Brooklyn, New York)
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Modern News Clips on Solomon 
Newspaper Sources and Dates from Dallas, Texas before 1985
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Did God Approve of Solomon’s Polygamy? 
Norman Geisler, Ethics: Alternatives and Issues, 204-5
(See also page Error! Bookmark not defined. of these notes)
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See the separate files on the OT Survey link for these studies:


OTS 245a-d Historicity of David & Solomon.doc
Historicity of David and Solomon
“The Bible in Its Context: A Reliable Record?” (Prof. Alan Millard, BGST, 7 Sept 2004)

OTS 245e-f 1 Kings Polygamy in Judah.doc
Polygamy in the Line of Judah
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Elijah’s Travels
Adapted from Donald Campbell, Dallas Theological Seminary (class handout)

[image: Screen Shot 2017-12-29 at 4]

Solomon’s Jerusalem, Elijah and Elisha
The Bible Visual Resource Book, 73
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The Appeal of Idols
Life Application Bible, 575
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Contrasting Elijah and Elisha
Huang Sabin, OT Made Simple except * from Leon Wood, A Survey of Israel’s History 
and # from J. Hampton Keathley III, Biblical Studies foundation (www.Bible.org)

	Prophets
	Elijah
	Elisha

	
Background*
	
Poor
	
Wealthy


	Emotional 
Make-up*
	Man of moods—extreme courage & despair
	Self-controlled & even-tempered


	Kings
	Ahab & Ahaziah
	Jehoram & Jehu


	Nature of Ministry
	Mainly public & confrontational with 
sins of kings
	Mainly private & ministering to people’s needs



	Miracles#
	9
	14


	Duration*
	22 years
	50 years


	Message
	Repentance
	Deeds of kindness


	Mentored by
	God?
	Elijah


	Mentored
	Elisha
	Gehazi


	Memorable Incident
	Confrontation with prophets of Baal at 
Mount Carmel
	Judgment upon 42 insulting youths at Bethel






Kingdom Crossword Puzzle
Adapted from Mr. Ashley Bryant, International Community School, Singapore (undated)
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ACROSS	

1. He was the son of Nabat and servant of David, who rebelled against Solomon to establish his own kingdom, which split the kingdom of Israel (1 Kings 12:3-4)
2. This man was God’s choice for king over Israel so that God will establish his kingly line forever (1 Sam. 16:13; 2 Sam. 7)
3. He was chosen king by the people because of his stature (1 Sam. 8:19; 10:1)
4. The means by which God establishes a relationship of responsibility between Himself and his people.  It is a divine promise. 
5. He anointed both Saul and David as king (1 Sam. 10:1; 16:13)
6. God revealed both his promise and his judgment to David through this man (2 Sam. 7:4-7; chapter 12) 


DOWN	

1. The King of kings and Lord of lords who descended from the line of David to establish his kingdom forever (2 Sam. 7; 1 Tim. 6:14-15)
2. This is the covenant God established with David promising him that his throne would be established forever (2 Sam. 7:12-16)
3. They wanted a king they could see and touch to rule over them just like the other nations (1 Sam. 8:19)
4. He was the son of Solomon through whom the line from David to Christ would continue (Matt. 1:7; 1 Kings 12:1)
5. He was the son of David though whom God’s promise to David would continue (1 Kings 1:30)
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Solomon’s Temple and Furnishings
The Bible Visual Resource Book, 68

1 Kings

Solomon’s Temple

960-586 B.C.
1 Kings &

Temple source
materials are

interpretation,
and subsequent
ant recon-
structions vary.
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N " Movable
stands of bronze

The temple of Solomon, located adjacent to the king's
palace, functioned as God's royal palace and Israel’s
national center of worship. The Lord said to Solomon, “I

have consecrated this temple. . .by putting my Name there

forever. My eyes and my heart will always be there” (1 K
9:3). By its cosmological and royal symbolism, the

sanctuary taught the absolute sovereignty of the Lord over

the whole creation and his special headship over Israel.

The floor plan is a type that has a long history in Semitic
religion, particularly among the West Semites. An early
example of the tripartite division into ‘ulam, hekal, and
debir (portico, main hall, and inner sanctuary) has been
found at Syrian Ebla (c. 2300 8.C.) and, much later but
‘more contemporaneous with Solomon, at Tell Tainat

in the Orontes basin (c. 900 8.C.). Like Solomon's, the

Most Holy Place with ‘This reconstruction
ool covenant recognizes influence
from the desert

Holy Place (30 cubits

high) with golden tables tabernacle, accepts
for bread of the Presence, general Near Eastern
gold lampstands, and cultural diffusion, and
altar of incense. rejects overt pagan

i Canaanite symbols.

Portico tuses known
archaeological
rallels to supplement

xt, and assumes

~——The ornate
cast bronze
pillars, "'Jakin
and Boaz"

later temple has three divisions, contains
two columns supporting the entrance, and is
located adjacent to the royal palace.

Many archaeological parallels can be drawn to the
methods of construction used in the temple, e.g., the
“‘stone and cedar beam" technique described in 1Ki 6:36.
Interestingly, evidence for the largest bronze-casting
industry ever found in Palestine comes from the same locale
and period as that indicated in Scripture: Zarethan in the
Jordan Valley c. 10008.C. © Hugh Claycombe 1986

Temple Furnishings

Glimpses of the rich ornamentation of Solomon's temple
can be gained through recent discoveries that illumine the
textof 1Ki6-7.

MOVABLE

Cherubs with wings

:oﬂlblc basins used in the

courtyard of the temple has come from
archaeological excavations on Cyprus. This
representation combines elements from the
Biblical text with the archaeological evidence.

TABLE FOR
THE BREAD
OF THE
PRESENCE

Astone incense altar having four horns on the
‘corners was found at Megiddo. It provides a
clear idea of the shape of the gold incense
altar in the temple. The table for the bread of
the Presence was also made of gold.

‘were added ten tables (2Ch 4:8). Ritual \|
sevenfold lamps have been found at several
places In Palestine, including Hazor and
Dothan. The stand itself is modeled on bronze
©ones from the excavations at Megiddo.

LAMPSTAND

INCENSE
ALTAR

© 1989 by Gospel Light Publications. Permission granted to purchaser o reproduce this Sheet for class purposes only.
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The division of

Solomon’s kingdom
had geographical and
political causes, with
roots reaching back to
earlier tribal rivalries.
Israel was closer to
Phoenician cities and
major trade routes than
Judah, whose heartland
was a plateau-like ridge
higher than the district
around Samaria.

The Aramean wars were fierce
. g,‘l'.".‘;"' and destructive contests

_between the kingdom of
Damascus and Israel during the
greater part of the ninth century.
These so-called Aramean-
Ephraimitic wars ended with the
conquests of Jeroboam Il and an
era of great prosperity for Israel.

Samaria e
Shechem *

« Aphek

Gibbethon
The campaigns of Tiglath-
Pileser lll of Assyria were
enormously destructive,
following a celebrated pattern of
siege warfare. By 732 B.C. the
northern kingdom was tributary
to the Assyrians.

Amon RA\“*\-\ The final capture and destruction
N

. of Samaria took place in 722/721
B.C. after along siege. The

MOAB surviving inhabitants were exiled
Kir Hareseth to di;tant places in the Assyrian
empire, and new settlers were
brought to Samaria.

The Benjamite frontier was an
issue that brought Judah and
Israel into conflict early in their
history. After a struggle between
Asa and Baasha, the border was
finally fixed south of Bethel in the
territory of Benjamin.

The role of Mesha king of Moab
was first that of a vassal and then
arebel, as both the Bible and the
Mesha stele make clear.

14A03

Periods of expansion and contraction characterized the two kingdoms
during the period 930-722 B.C. Judah was to some extent protected by
its geography, but Israel was forced to develop an efficient standing
army with substantial chariotry to defend against frequent attacks.

Original Assyrian records mention that Ahab of Israel provided 2,000

borders b chariots—by far the largest contingent—in the battle of Qargar in 853

¢.9308.C. . B8.C. This militarism in part explains Israel's unstable dynastic history,

T for the usurpers were usually army officers.

Borders of Judah'’s prosperity was intermittent and depended in large part on

Israel and Judah control of the trade routes to Egypt and the Red Sea. Border fortresses

under Jeroboam If in the Judahite desert guarded the approaches from Edom. The “front
door” of Judah was through Lachish and from there up to Hebron and

and Uzziah

Jerusalem. The capital was besieged many times, most forcefully by
the Assyrians in 701 8.C. and by the Babylonians in 597 and 586,
leading to the destruction of Jerusalem by Nebuchadnezzar and
marking the end of the monarchy.

An impressive devotion to the Davidic dynastic line characterized the
southern kingdom and helped to maintain stability, in contrast to the
more mercurial northern kingdom.

Eastern arm
of the
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INTRODUCTION

The chronological problems connected
with the period of the Divided Monarchy in
the Old Testament have defied solution for
well over 2,000 years. Recently, however,
Edwin R. Thiele's book The Mysterious
Numbers of the Hebrew Kings (2d ed.;
Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1965) has gained
international recoi:u‘tion for its remarkable
harmonization of the biblical and extrabibli-
cal chronological data.which are, available, for
this important period of ancient Near East-
emn history. Some of the more important
features of Dr. Thiele’s system are as fol-
lows:

(1) From the time of the division of the
kingdom after the death of Solomon, the
official scribes of the southern kingdom of
f:;lnh counted the regnal years of their

ings from the month Tishr (September-
October), while the scribes of the northern
kin"ghdom of Israel reckoned the regnal years
of their kings from the month Nisan (March-
April). Proof that Tishri reckoning was em-
ployed in Judah may be found by compar-
ing II Kin?s 22:3 with 23:23, where the
discovery of the law by Hilkiah and the sub-
sequent -Passover in Nisan, which must have
occurred several months later, are both
dated in the 18th year of Josiah. Although
no scriptural evidence is available for the
time of the beginning of the regnal year in
the northern kingdom of Israel, Thiele dem-
onstrates that “when a Nisan-to-Nisan reg-
nal year is used for Israel together with a
Tishri-to-Tishri year for Judah, the perplex-
ing discrepancies disappear and a harmoni-
ous chronological pattern results” (p. 30).

(2) The scribes of Israel used the Egyp-
tian nonaccession-year, (postdating) system
in reckoning the reigns of their kings from
the division of the kingdom down to 798
B.C, and the Babylonian accession-yean
(antedating) system from that year onward.
According to the nonaccession-year system,
that portion of a year which followed a
king’s accession to the throne and which
preceded the official New Year (whether
Tishri 1 or Nisan 1) was counted as his first
official year. But according to the accession-
ear system, that initial period was called

is accession r{e“’ and not until after the
New Year did his first official year begin.
Proof that Israel followed the nonaccession-

ear system during the 9th century B.c. may
ge found in the fact that Jehu (according to
Assyrian records) paid tribute to Shalmane-
ser III only 12 years after Ahab fought in
the Battle of garqar, while the scribes of
Israel attributed 14 years to the reigns of
the two inteweninﬁ kings, Ahaziah and Jor-
am. On the other hand, the scribes of Judah
must_have employed the accession-year sys-
tem for their kings, except during that dark
period of their history wnen the influence of
the northern kingdom, through Queen Atha-
liah, was predominant (848-796 ».c.); for
only by means of this assumption is it possi-
ble to {Iarmonize the synchronisms employed
by the northern and southern scribes.

(3) When the scribes of one kingdom
synchronized the reiin of their king with the
reign of the neighboring king, they em-

loyed their own system of reckoning for
Bo kings instead of employing the foreign
system for the foreign king.

(4) Many of the kings of Judah (and
also Jehoash of Israel) associated their sons
with them on their thrones during the final
years of their reigns, thus necessitating the
allowance of considerable overlappings, or
‘coregencies.

(5) The entire system of Old Testament
chronology for the kings of Israel and Judah
can be interlocked at vital points with the
astronomically verified absolute chmnnlngz
of the Assyrian eponym lists and thus wit!

the other important chronological systems
of the ancient Near East. Smnex of the major
points of contact between the biblical and
the Assyrian records are the Battle of Qar-
qar (853), the tribute of Jehu (841), the
first western campaign of Tiglathpileser III
(743), the conquest of Samaria (722), and
Sennacherib’s attack on Jerusalem (701).
In addition to these synchronisms with As-
syrian records, we have Pharoah Shishak’s
invasion of Judah in 925 B.c., the conquest
of djudah by Nebuchadnezzar in 605. ».c.,
and Nebuchadnezzar’s deportation of Jehoi-
achin in 597 s.c.

Through a careful application of these
basic chronological principles, Dr. Thiele
has apparently succeeded in solving most of
the problems associated with the chronology
of this complex period of Old Testament his-
tory. One serious problem that still remains
is the harmonizing of II Kings 17:1; 18:1,
9-10 with other chronological references. For
a recent proposed solution of this problem,
see Harold G. Stigers, “The Interphased
Chronology of Jotham, Ahaz, Hezekiah and
Hoshea,” Bulletin of the Evangelical The-
ological Society, 1X ' (Spring, 1966), 81-90.

If we adopt 931 B.c. as the date of Solo-
mon'’s death and the division of the kingdom,
then Solomon’s 40-year reign began in 971
B.C. and David's 40-year reign began in
1011 B.c. We learn from Acts 13:21 that
Saul’s m‘ﬁn lasted 40 years; but this may be
conside as the duration of his dynasty,
which ended with the death of Ishbosheth 7
years after his own death on Mt. Gilboa (cf.
Hebrew text of I Sam. 13:1 with II Sam.
2:10). For the chronology of Samuel, Sam-
son, and the earlier judges, as well as the
period back to Abraham, see the companion
study-graph of Old Testament Patriarchs
and Judges.

The earlg date for the prophet Obadiah is
suggested by the fact that Jeremiah (49:7-
22) seems to quote from him, and not the
reverse. Thus, the cruelty referred to in
Obadiah 10-14 must refer to the invasion of
Jerusalem in the reign of Jehoram (II Chron.
21:16-17; cf. II Kings 8:20-22). For sup-
porting_arguments, see Gleason L. Archer,
Jr., A Survey of Old Testament Introduction
(Chicago: Moody, rev,, 1974, ?p. 299-303).
Support for the earlyidate of:the prophet
Joel is given by Archer (ibid., pp. 303-307)
and Edward J. Young in An Introduction to
ithe Old Testament Grand Rapids:|Eerdmans,
rev. ed., 1960), pp. 270-73. The chronolo-
gy of the kings of Damascus is discussed in
Merrill F. Unger's Israel and the Aramaeans
gfgslgt;nuucm (London: James Clarke & Co.,

The prophets Jeremiah, Ezekiel, Haggai,
and Zechariah used Nisan (srring to spring)
reckoning for Jewish as well as Babylonian
and Persian kings. The only exceptions are
Jeremiah 39:1-10 and 52:1-34, where Tishri
(autumn to autumn) reckoning is employed
for Jewish kings as in the book of Kings.
Thus, the apparent discrepancy between
Daniel 1:1 and Jeremiah 25:1 may be ex-
plained on the basis of Tishri as o})posed
to Nisan reckoning for the reign of King
Jehoiakim (lhe phrase “first year of Nebu-
chadnezzar” in Jeremiah 25:1 should be
translated “accession yearrd of Nebucl;nd;ez—
zar’—August, 605 to April, 604 B.c.). Fur-
thermore, it becomes clear on this basis that
the seige of Jerusalem lasted for two and a
half years instead of one and a half years
as many have thought; for on Tishri reckon-
ing, it began on January 15, 588, and ended
on July 18, 588 B.c. This is confirmed by
the fact that Ezekiel 24:1 must be dated in
January, 588 n.c., to be in Zedekiah’s 9th
{«-_nr, while Ezekiel 33:21 (which is obvious-

ly just three years after this and about six
months after the fall of Jerusalem) must be
in January, 585 n.c.

While Jeremiah 25:1-14 and Daniel 9:1-2
seem to indicate rather clearly that the 70-
Fom 605 0 o 548 mie. it s Do okcm
rom B.C. to B.C., it is e
to reckon a 70-year period of desolations for
Jerusalem and ‘its temple from 586 B.c. to
516 B.c. (cf." Zech. 1:12 and 16131 For a
recent defense of the early date (6th ce:

B.C.) .é'dwhg‘mdlt;y )of % l:yool;l ofMlzd‘

see . C. itcomb, Jr., Darius the : A
Siods i Hhivomeal Hom (Nutley,
N. J.: Presbyterian and Reformed, 1963),
pp. 1-3, 50-63. :

That Nehemiah employed Tishri reckon-
ing even for Persian ﬁngs is evidenced
the fact that he puts the month Kislev (
month) and the subsequent month Nisan
(1st month) both in the 20th year of Ar-
taxerxes (cf. Neh. 1:1 and 2:1). Ezra prob-
ably used the same system, since the &:k:
of Ezra and Nehemiah were counted &s a
unit in the Hebrew Bible. On this bl.nﬁ
the first year of Cyrus (Ezra 1:1) woul
have lasted from the fall of 538 to the fall
of 537 B.c., and the second month of the
second year, when the temple foundation
was laid (Ezra 3:8), would have been April-
May, 536 (the months always being num-
bered from Nisan, even in Tishri reckoning).
Now the first official year of Artaxerxes I on
the basis of Tishri reckoning must have be-
gun on October 19, 465 b.c., for the murder
R 165 5.0 by Riard A~ o i
ugust, B.C., by Ricl . Parker
Waldo 5. Dubbertein. i their dehnicue®
work, Babglom‘an Chronology 626 B.C.-A.D.
75_(Providence, R. L: Brown University,
1956), p. 17. Therefore, Ezra’s exsedit.ion
miust have left Babylon for Jerusalem on
April 8, 458 B.c., arriving there on August
24 (cf. Ezra 7:8-9); Nehemiah must have
received permission to rebuild the walls of
Jerusalem in April or May, 445 s.c. (cf.
Neh. 2:1-8); and his return to Babylon, af-
ter twelve years in Jerusalem (Nen 13:6;
cf. 5:14), must have taken place between
October, 434 B.c., and September, 433 B.c.
After an interval of time long enough for
many abuses to arise in Jerusalem (Neh. 13:
4-5, 7-31), presumably in the early part of
the reign of Darius II (423-404 B.c.), Nehe-
miah returned to Jerusalem and carried out
additional reforms.

Many have insisted that the “Darius the
Persian” of Nehemiah 12:22 must be Darius
III Codomannus (335-331 B.c.) and that
“Jaddua” mentioned in the same verse must
be the high priest of that name referred to
by Josephus (Ant., 11:8:4) as a contempo-
rary of Alexander the Great. On this basis,
it is denied that Nehemiah could have writ-
ten the book that has been traditionally at-
tributed to him. But it is entirely possible
that “Darius the Persian” was Darius II
Ochus (423-404 s.c.), and that Jaddua the
son of Johanan could have become hi

riest before the death of Darius II. In
Ersl place, Jaddua must have been well over
thirty years of age by 404 s.c., for he was
only fye generations removed, from Joshua
(Neh.¥12:10-11) who was high priest in
538 B.c. (Ezra 3:2). In the second ?hee,
the Elephantine Papyri mention his father
Johanan as being higr priest in 408 B.c. In
the third place, Josephus is far from accu-
rate in his reconstruction of the events of
this period, and even if he were accurate,
the Jaddua he mentions could have been a
later high priest of the same name. In the
light ofg these considerations, we Imay con-

ude t}{“;h Nehanlnhngvetg to l:eec,(;:ld“lhs be-
come hi; riest a at he ve
been the .ult,ho: of the entire book of Ne-
hemiah.
Order the paper edition of this chart (18"x
25") from BMH Books, Box 544, Winona
Lake, IN 46590; or Dr. John C. Whitcomb,
Graco Sominary, Winona Lake, IN 46590.
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1 Kings 71
DATA AND DATES IN
ORDER OF SEQUENCE
1. 1K 12:1-24 Rehoboam (Judah) 17 years 930-913 22. 2K 14:1-22 Amaziah (Judah) . 2nd of Jehoash 29years 796-767
14:21:31 Overlap with Azariah  792-767
2. 1Ki12:25—14:20 Jeroboam | (Israel) 22years 930-909 23. 2K 14:23-29 Jeroboam i (Israel) Co-egencywith Jehoash ~ 793-782
. 41years Totalreign  793-753
3. 1Ki 15:1-8 Abljah {Ju?ah) 18th of Jeroboam 3 years 913-910 15thof Amaziah Boginning ofsole 782
4. 1K 15:9-24 Asa (Judah) 20th of Jeroboam 41 years 910-869 24 201507 Acariah (Judah) OverlapwithAmaziah  792.757
5. 1Ki 15:25-31 Nadab (lsraei) 2nd of Asa 2years 909-908 52years Totalreign  792-740
6. 1Ki15:32—16:7 Baasha(israsl)  3rdof Asa 24 years 908-886 27th of Jeroboam Beginning of sole reign 767
7. 16 16:844 Elah (israef) 26thof Asa 2years 886-885 25. 2K115:8-12 Zechariah (srael)  38th of Azariah 6months 753
8. 1K118:1520 Ziml (srasf) 27thof Asa 7days 885 26. 2115:13-15 Shallum (Israel)  39th of Azariah 1 month 752
9. 1 18:21:22 Tibni (srael) OverlapwithOmri B85-80 27. 2Ki 15:18-22 Menahem (Israel)  39th of Azariah 10years Ruled in Samarla  752-742
10.1K116:2328  Omrl (1srael) 27thot Asa Madekingbythepeople 885 28.2K115:2328  Pekahlah(Israel)  50thof Azariah 2years 742-740
. OverlapwithTibni  885-880 29. 2K 15:27-31 Pekah (Israel) InGilead; overlappingyears  752-740
12years  Officlalreign = 11actualyears 885-874 20Y“’§, Totalreign 752-732
31stof Asa Beginning of solereign 880 52nd of Azariah Beginningofsolereign 740
11. 1Ki 16:20—22:40 Ahab (israel) 38thof Asa 22years  Officialreign = 21 actualyears 874-853 30. 2Ki 15:32-38 Jotham (Judah) Co-regency with Azarigh  750-740
12 1Ki22:4150  Jehoshaphat (Judah) Co-regencywithAsa  872-869 2K 15:30 16years Official relgn  750-735
25years Official relgn  872-848 ondof P ””9"”:;”2"”'7"’ 750-732
4thof Ahab Beginning of solereign 869 ekah Boeginningofco-regency 750
HasJehoramasregent 853-848 31. 2K 18 Ahaz (Judah) Totalreign 735715
17th of Pekah 735.

13. ;’)g :21::1-— Ahaziah (Israel) 17thof Jehoshaphat 2years  Officialreign = 1yr.actualreign 853-852 16yars From20thof Jotham 732715
14, 2G1:17 Joram(israel)  2nd of Jehoram 852 2. %:-’7’13" Hoshea (1srael) 12thof Ahaz* o 20thof Jotham gm
2Ki3:1-8:15 18thof Jehoshaphat 12years  Official reign = 11 actualyears 852-841 Ahaz years -
15, 2K1 8:16:24 horam (Judah)  5thof K Boginningof solereign 848 33. 2K118:1—20:21  Hezekish(Judah) 3rd of Hoshea 29years 715-888

8years Official reign = 7 actualyears 848-841 34. 2KG21:1-18 Manasseh (Judah) Co-regency with Hezokiah 697-688

16. 2K18:25:29 Ahaziah(Judah)  12th of Joram fyear  Nonaccession-yearreckoning 841 S5ysars Totalrslgn  697-842

2Ki9:29 11th of Joram Accesslon-year reckoning 841 35. 2K121:19-28 Amon (Judah) 2years 642-840

17. 2Ki9:30—10:38  Jehu (Israel) 28 years 841-814 36. 2K122:1—23:30  Joslah (Judah) 31 yoars 840-609
18. 2K 11 Athalish (Judah) 7 years 841-835 37. 2K123:3133 Jehoahaz (Judah) 3months 609

19. 25312 Joash (Judah) 7th of Jehu 40yoars 835-798 38. 2Ki23:34—24:7  Jeholakim (Judah) 11yoars 609-598

20. 2K113:1-9 Jehoshaz(lsrasl)  23rd of Joash 17 yoars 814-798 39. 2K124:8-17 Jeholachin (Judah) 3months 598-597

21, 2K113:10-25 Jehoash (lsrael)  37th of Joash 16years 798-782 40. 2K124:18—25:26 Zedsiiah (Judah) 11 yoars 5975568

© 1989 by Gospel Light Publications. Permission granted to purchaser to reproduce this Sheet for class purposes only.

*These data arise when the reign of Hoshea

is thrown 12 years in advance of its historical position.

Halics denote kings of Judah.

Nontalic type denotes kings of israel.

Adapted from: A Chronology of the Hebrew Kings by Edwin R. Thiele.
© 1977 by The Zondervan Corporation. Used by permission.
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estament

Kings of Israel

Name Relation to
Dynasty (Character) Length of Reign* Predecessor Manner of Death 1&2Kings 2 Chronicles
| 1 Jeroboam | (Bad) 931/30-910/09 = 22 Stricken by God 1Kings 11:26-14:20 2Chr.9:29-13:22
2 Nadab (Bad) 910/09-909/08 = 2 Son Murdered by Baasha 1Kings 15:25-28
I 3 Baasha(Bad) 909/08 - 886/85 = 24 Died 1Kings 15:27-16:7 2Chr. 16:1-6
4  Elah(Bad) 886/85-885/84 =2 Son Murdered by Zimri 1Kings 16:6-14
[} 5  Zimri(Bad) 885/84 = 7 days Captain of Suicide by fire 1Kings 16:9-20
Chariots
IV. 6 Omri**(Bad) 885/84 -874/73t1 =12 Captainof Army  Died 1Kings 16:15-28
Ahab (Bad) 874/73-853 = 21 Son Wounded in battle 1 Kings 16:28-22:40 2Chr. 18:1-34
8 Ahaziah (Bad) 853-852 =1 Son Fellthrough lattice 1 Kings 22:40- 2Chr.20:35-37
2Kings 1:18
9 Jehoram™ (Bad) 852-841 = 11 Brother Murdered by Jehu 2Kings 3:1-9:25 2Chr.22:5-7
V 10 Jehu(Bad) 841-814/13 =28 Died 2Kings 9:1-10:36 2Chr.22:7-12
11 Jehoahaz (Bad) 814/13-798 = 16 Son Died 2Kings 13:1-9
12  Jehoashit (Bad) 798-782/81 =16 Son Died 2Kings 13:10-14:16 2Chr.25:17-24
13 Jeroboam ll (Bad) 793/92-7531 = 40 Son Died 2Kings 14:23-29
14  Zechariah (Bad) 753-752 = 6 months Son Murdered by Shallum 2Kings 14:29-15:12
VI 15  Shallum (Bad) 752 = 1 month Murdered by Menahem 2Kings 15:10-15
VIl 16  Menahem (Bad) 752-742/41 =10 Died 2Kings 15:14-22
17  Pekahiah (Bad) 742/41-740/39 =2 Son Murdered by Pekah 2Kings 15:22-26
VIl 18  Pekah (Bad) 752-732/311 =20 Captainof Army  Murdered by Hoshea 2Kings 15:27-31 2Chr.28:5-8
IX 19 Hoshea(Bad) 732/31-723/22=9 Deposed to Assyria 2Kings 15:30-17:6

*According to Edwin R. Thiele. **Tibni coregency unsuccessful. tOverlapping/coregency.
“Also Joram. tAlso Joash.

—
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2 stament

Kings of Judah
T B T e e T T P T e

Dynasty F(.':almsacter) Length of Reign* Efézgggggor Manner of Death 1&2Kings 2 Chronicles
I 1 Rehoboam (Bad) 931/30-913 =17 Son Died 1Kings 11:42-14:31 2Chr.9:31-12:16
2  Abijam (Bad) 913-911/10=3 Son Died 1Kings 14:31-15:8 2Chr.13:1-22
3 Asa(Good) 911/10-870/69 = 41 Son Died 1Kings 15:8-24 2Chr.14:1-16:14
4  Jehoshaphat (Good) 873/72-848* =25 Son Died 1 Kings 22:41-50 2Chr.17:1-20:37
5 Jehbram (Bad) 853-841"=8 Son Stricken by God (Bowels) 2Kings 8:16-24 2Chr.21:1-20
6  Ahaziah (Bad) 841 =1 Son Murdered by Jehu 2Kings 8:24-9:29 2Chr.22:1-9
7 ¥ Athaliah (Bad)( &l[(ﬂ\\ 841-835=6 Mother Murdered by Army 2Kings 11:1-20 2Chr.22:1-23:21
8 Joash(Good) 835-796 = 40 Grandson Murdered by servants 2Kings 11:1-12:21 2Chr.22:10-24:27
9  Amaziah (Good) 796 -767 = 29 Son Murdered by court members 2 Kings 14:1-20 2Chr.25:1-28
10  Azariah® (Good) 792/91-740/39" = 52 Son Stricken by God (Leprosy) 2Kings 15:1-7 2Chr.26:1-23
11 Jotham (Good) 750-732/31* =18 Son Died 2Kings 15:32-38 2Chr.27:1-9
12  Ahaz(Bad) 735-716/15" =19 Son Died 2Kings 16:1-20 2Chr.28:1-27
(HEST HNG)I 3 Hezekiah (Good) 716/15-687/86 = 29 Son Died 2Kings 18:1-20:21 2Chr.29:1-32:33
(?}‘;{; 2265)14 Manasseh (Bad) 697/96 - 643/42* = 55 Son Died 2Kings21:1-18 2Chr. 33:1-20
15 Amon(Bad) 643/42-641/40=2 Son Murdered by servants 2Kings21:19-26 2Chr.33:21-25
16  Josiah (Good) 641/40-609 = 31 Son Wounded in battle 2Kings 22:1-23:30 2Chr.34:1-35:27
17  Jehoahaz (Bad) 609 = 3 months Son Deposed to Egypt 2Kings 23:31-33 2Chr.36:1-4
18  Jehoiakim (Bad) 609-598 = 11 Brother Diedin Babylonian Siege?  2Kings 23:34-24:5 2Chr.36:5-7
19  Johoiachin (Bad) 598 -597 = 3months Son Deposed to Babylon 2Kings24:6-16 2Chr.36:8-10
20 Zedekiah (Bad) 597-586 = 11 Uncle Deposed to Babylon 2Kings 24:17-25:30 2Chr.36:11-21
#Also Uzziah.

* According to Edwin R. Thiele. Some overlapping/coregencies.
These are biblical numbers and do not always reflect coregencies.

¥ Amost wiped out allof the bobies in the messianic (inesge (all ecept Toash)

©1978, Walk Thru the Bible Press, Inc.

(15
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THe KinGs oF THE UNITED KINGDOM

SAUL
(c.1030-10108.c.) _
Maacah = DAVID =  Bathsheba
I (c.10109718c) |
Absalom SOLOMON =  Naaman
The symbol “=" denotes | (c.971-9318.c.)
“marriage to.”
Names in capitals denote THE KINGS OFJU.DAH
(after the division of the kingdom)
those who were rulers. |
Maacah = REHOBOAM
Those with dates indicate ABUIAH (931-913s.c.)
Ki
ings of Judth O13-5108)
ASA =  Azubah
ETHBAAL  OMRI (910-8708.c.)
King (if Phoenicia  King of Ilsrael
Jezebel =  AHAB, King of Israel n?;gf;’;: }1‘37
AHAZIAH J(?‘R/}M ATHALIAH = JEHORAM
JEHORAM
ong o Tl (mij % Isr)ael (841-8358.C.) I (848-842 B.c.)
\ - AHAZIAH = Zibiah
. 842-8413.c.
Kilked by Jehy ¢ )|
JOASH = Jehoaddin

(835-8008.c.) l

Jecolish = AMAZIAH
| ®o0-7915.c)

Jerusha = UZZIAH (AzARIAH)
(791-740B.c.)
JOTHAM
(740-7358.C.)

AHAZ = Abijah

(735-71158.c) |
HEZEKIAH = Hephzibah

(c.721-6868.c.) |
MANASSEH = Meshullemeth

(696-6418.c) |
Jedidah = AMON
| (641-6398.c.)
Zebidah =  JOSIAH - Hamutal
(639-6095.c.)
JEHOAHAZ ZEDEKIAH
JEHOIAKIM (6098B.c.) (597-587B.c.)

Nehushta =
(609-5988.c.)
JEHOIACHIN

(598-597B.c.)

Zerubbabel, I Shealtiel Shenazzar,

governor of (?—Sheshbazzar,
5 o.l_“‘sdli o “prince of Judah”)
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THE KINGS OF JUDAH AND ISRAEL

Dr. Allen P. Ross
Dallas Theological Seminary

122

THE HOUSE OF OMRI

(FOURTH Y™

5TY)

JUDAH ISRAEL .
. . . . 880 1. Omri (1 K 16:16-28)
HCUSE OF DAVID THE HOUSE OF JEROBOAM 8. b
2 LY Lo SeRUDUAN . bagen in 31st yeasr of Asa
THE ONLY DYNASTY) (FIRST DYNASTY) b. moved the casit s
. i feat Ti! 3
1. Rehoboan (1 K 12; 14:21-31) 931 V. Jeroboem I (1 K 12:12-14:20) c. ncousaged Sdatessy et
8. followed Solomon:on throne a. founder of northern king- d. he reigned 12 yeacs
b. precipitated disruption by dom by prophetic sanction
foolish position i b. set up idolatry: bulls and 874 2. Ahab (1 K 16:29-22:27)
€. priests and Levites allied robble as priests
with Judsh c. mode Isracl to sin :' 353::3" :?i"pﬁ
d. invaded by Shishak d. he reigned 22 years 4. Jehoshaphat (1 K 22:1-50) 870 " wife, tekes lead
:- :h cities and defences 8. began in Ahob's 4th year v €. Naboth's vincyeszd s
f. he reigned 17 years b. set teachers of the law d. frightful ststs o
. f f A . Elijah: bas
2. Abifen (1 X 15:1-8) 913 © e retoins hign praces: * Fligne o ergnr "5
a. bejsn in the 18th year of d. Alliance with Ahab to go of Hazasl, Jefu,
Jeroboam to Ramoth-Gilead; Micaish f. wors with Syria
b. his moral declension . and Zedekiah prophesy g. he reigned 22 yes:s
c. his conflict with Israel . e. wicked alliance with Aha- . .
d. he reigned 3 years 2igh 853 3. Ahazizh (1 K 22:50-521)
. f. strengthened forces and
3. Asa (1 X 15:9-24) 911 garrisons a. jﬂg-"hi"h'Z‘-h yees of
b in the 20th r . . g. ships broken in Eziongeber b d’ oS! !gd.b £1
8. began in the year o 910 2. Nadob (1 K 15:25-28) word of Eliezer fulfilled + denounced by E14)
Jeroboan . h. tribute money from Philis c. fell throuch » la
*b. his reformotory work 8. becgan in 2nd year of Asas and horscs from Arabia : (2 K 1:1-139)
c. his leogue with Syria b. slain by Baasha i :
d. hi 3 i. he reigned 25 yeors "
« his war with Doosha c. he reigned 2 yesrs b in 873 d. his sickress and uizy
e. reproved for defection coregency began in of Baalzebub at fiz
f. he reigned 41 yenrs THE HOUSE OF BAASHA . e. death oredicted by SEL]
. (SECOND DYNASTY) f. mirsculous destruztisn of
. . . kings messengers
909 1. Daosha (1 K 15:27-16:7) 9. reigned 2 yeacs
a. began in 3rd yeor of Asa -
b. wars with Asa who allied 852 4. Jehorsm (2 K 1:17-9:25)
with Ben-hadad -
€. sinful reign of 24 years ;: ::i::;:ti:':u:g'gl‘ h and
" . mantle on Elisha: = es
886 2, Eloh (1 K 16:8-14) c. rebellion of Moeb Yy eshs,
a. began in 28th year of Asas Israzl end Edom cefeat Moa3
b. slain by Zimri . 5. Jchoram (2 K 8:16-24) 848 by water vision
€. reigned 2 yeoars . : d. Elisha: multiplies cil end
8. 32 at coronation pronises a son %o wans
THE WOUSE OF zIMAlL B o pny o™ of Ahob and restoration of ch
THIRD DYNASTY) €. sinful course of Isracl by :u‘.teqs;hfe;dxng ’ .
high places and fornication e. Haaman e leper, sin o
885 1. Zimri (1 K 16:15-20) d. Yohwch stirred up enemies Gehazi
8. he reigned 1 week e. revolt of Edom f. Syria at war with Iszsel
b. he wos besciged by Omri f. died of incursble illness work of Elijch, seise of
.and perished in the . not buried with kings . Samoris . eﬂ'iv’:’f‘“
palace " g. hc-reigned 0 yeors 9. Shunamite's land -estored
884 2, Tibni (1 K. 16:21,22) coregency began in 853

nover ruled: Omri began 885
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T.

Ahszioh (2 X 8:25-9:29)

8. bagan in 12th year of
Jehores .

b, house of Ahob counsellors

c. son of Jchoram ond Athaliah

d. combined with Israsl in a
wor with Syria

e. he reigned 1 yeor

f. Jehu sleya Ahoziah at
Mcgiddo

Athellsh (2°K 1151221)

a, wife of Jchoram and mother
of Ahpzish

b. attempted to destroy the
1line of David, grandson
Joosh was hidden by the
sister of Ahozish R

c. slain by order of Jehoiada
who restored Yahwisa

Jogsh (2 K 12:1-21)

@, pon of Ahszish and grand-
son of Athalioh

b. 7 yeors old when began. to
reign

c. temple repsired under the
direction of Jchoiaca

d. hallowsd things of Judah
given to Hazael who then
sttacked

e. evil after death of priest
Jehoiado, left high places

f. slein by his servants

g+ he reigned 40 yoors

Amazioh (2 K Mx'-‘l_))

a. begon in 2nd year of king
Jehoash

b. was "righi” but not with a .

perfect heost

€. slew the servants who had
killed Joash

d. defcated the Edomites in
velley of salt: 10,200

e. challenges Jehoash a3 the
"thistle king:" defcated

f. slain by consairocy

9. he reigned 29 ycors

B4t

125

€lisha in Domascus: Hozael
tokes thronc from DenHadad
Israel and Judoh at war
with Syria, Jehorom wounded
Jehu anointed by Elisha
Jehu slays Jchoram

R 4

841 THE HOUSE OF JEHU

B4t 1.

IFTH DYNASTY)
Jehy (2 X 9:30-10)

a. death of Jezebel

b. exterminotes house of Ahab
by word of Elijoh

c. deatroys the brothers of
Ahazigh ond Daalism in a
feast house

" d. & sinful follower of

835
814 2.
798 3.
796

Jeroboam, but God's promise
to Jehu: 4 gencrations
e, he reigned 28 ycars

Jehoohaz (2 X 13:1-9)

a. began in 23rd yeor of
Joash

b. sinful reign, groves left

c. delivered in hands of Syria
to Hazacl and Benhadad 11

d. in onswer to proyer o
"savior” (Assyria) is given
dsliver from Syris

e. he reigned 17 years

Jehoosh (2 K 13:10-14:16)

a. began in J7th yeor of Joash

b. d-oth of Elicha: Moabite
roised

c. recovered cities of Israel
from Syria

d. defcots Syria: bow ond
arrows, strikes ground

e, defeats Amazioh of Judah
and loots Jcrusaslem

f. he rcigned 16 years

782

9. Uzziah (Azsriah) (2 K.14:21,22 767

and 15:1-7) . -

a. began in I'Ith. year of king

Jeroboom ..

b. coregency began in 792

c. sought Gnd in the days of
Zechariah

d. great cnpocity for ruling
administration

e. defented Philistines and
Arabians

f. built engines and towers
dug wells

9. 8ssumed place of priest
and smitten with leprosy

h. Issioh appeored on scene
commissioned at his death

i. he reigned for 52 yeors

10. Jotham (2 K 15:32-38)

a. began in second year of |
Pekah

b. coregency began in 750

c. his mother the daughter
of Zadok X

d. permitted idols to remain

e. great building program of

© temple gate, walls of

753

752

752

742

740

o 126
4. Jeroboam 11 (2 X 14:23-29)

8. began in 15th year of ki=g
Amazish

b. corzgency began in 72272

€. recovered lost territozy =
Isrecl throush wesd of J=-

d. works of Amos and Hosea

e. long end sinfyl reign of
"41 yeors®

S. Zecharish (2 X 15:9-:2)

a. bejan in 38N year of Uzzir
v. b, sinful 6 month reign
. slein by Shallua: complete:
promise to Jshy

THE HOUSE OF SHALLLZ

(SIXTH DYNASTY)
1. Shzllem (2 K 18:12.15)
a. began in 39th year of Uzzi:

b. reigned but one renth
+ €. 8lain by Menahea

THE HOUSE OF MENAHEM
(SEVENTH DYHNASTY)

1. Menshem (2 K 15:15-22)

horrible cruslties in the
sniting of Tishsah: preg~a-
women ripped up

b. Pul of Assyria invades: le:
© tribute exacted

2. Pekshich (2 K 15:22-256)

8, tegan in 50%th yea= of Uzzis

b. slain by his car4ein, Pekan
and 50 Gileacites

c. he reigned 2 years

THE HOUSE OF PEKAH
(EIGHTH CYNASTY)

1. Peksh (2 X 15:27-31)

8. bzgan in 52nZ yees of Uzzie

b. coregency began in 752

€. counted as reigning 20 yee:
but 9 by himsels

d. Tiglath-pileses of Assyris
carried away

e, sinful reisn
by Hoshea

nZs when slal
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f.

9.

Ophel, forts and towers in
Judesn hills

put Ammonites under his
tribute

conflict with Rezin of

- Syris end Pekah of Israel

11, Ahsz (2 X 16:1-20)

12,

8.
b.

c.

cureqen:y begen in 735
idolatrous acts: offersd
his sons on altar
sttacked by Syrian-lsrseli
coalition

made an alliance with the
Assyrians to save Judah
from Syria: gave away the
riches of temple

Hozekiah (2 X 18:1-20:21)

b,
c.

d.

f.

h.

i.

coregent in 728 since the
city of Ssmeria fell in
his 6th year

great revival: dastrnyed
high pleaces

Israel csrried away by
Shalmaneser-Sargon
Sennacherib's invesion of
Judsh over refusal of the
payment of tribute
Robshekah's message, fear
of Hezekish, comfort from
Issish, prayer of Hezekiah
answer from Issish: death
of 185,000 Assyrians by
Yahweh

Hezekiazh's sicknass ond
praycr for recovery’
visit of Berodach-bsledin
of Babylon and the mis-
take of Hezekish
Iseioh predicts ceptivity

132

T2

T16

708
701

127

THE HOUSE OF HOSHEA
TNINTH DYNASTY)

1. Hoshea (2 K 17:1-23)

subdued by Shalmaneser of
Assyria and made servant
conspired with So of Egypt
and is shut in prison
Samaria is beseiged for J
y=ars

Israel falls to Assyria ond
northern tribes taken into
captivity as judgment from

" God (17:6-23)

Israel undervcuptrol of Sennacherib

lerasel o prnvlnﬁeunder Sargon II

13, Monosseh (2 K 21:1-18)

: 123
687

a. begon a3 a coregent in 697/696 and reigned 5SS years
b. idolatry and sinfulness worse than psgen nations

c. judgment on him: token contive to Assyris

d. his repentence, restoration and attempts at refora

(prayer in Apocryphs)
14, Amon (2 K 21:19-26)

621

a. followed his father's idolatry and not reform

b. slain by his servent
,€. he reigned 2 years

15, Josioh (2 K 22-23:30)

8. 8 years old at sccession

(13

b. picty: fincs lost book of the lsw.in the temple

and leads reform

c. covenant with Yshweh to suppress idn!-‘.ry

d. Jeremish (not mentioned in Kings) ‘sssociated

0. Josioh's foolish conflict with Pharoah-Necho and

is slain in battle

16. Jehooho: (2 K 23:31-34)

0. he reigned 3 months and was evil
b. land under tribute %o Egypt
c. carried off by Necho Il

17. Jehoiskim (Eliokim)(2 K 23:34-24:6)

a. placed on the throne by Pharoah Necho II
b. battle of Carchemish in his fourth yesr

6C3

609

c. mad: the servont of Nebuchadnezzer (605-562)
sgainst whom he rebelled (first stage of captivity)

18. Jehoiachin (2 K 24:8-17}

398

8. Jerusalem wos looted by Nebuchadnezzer on the 15th

+or 16th of March in

597 B.C.

b. Jchoiachin and 10,000 people csrried to Babylon
including the miqhty (second, stage of captivity)

19, Zedekiaoh (2 K 24:18-25:21)

8. olso called Mattaniah

"
o
-

b. evil reign of 11 yeors and ‘rebellion against Babylon
c. Jerusalem beseiged in his ninth year (589) and farmine
d. flight from Jerusalem, captured at Jericho, eyes put

out sfter sons ore slain
e. foll and destruction of Jerusalem

: s87

f. Zcd=kioh ond people and tressures carried off to

Babylon (third stage of captivity)

g. remnont left in the land under governorship of

Gedalish

h. Gednliah is slain and people flee to Egypt
i. Kind trcatment of Jehoiachim in Babylon by

Evil-mcrodach: the book ends in & rsy of hope!
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After 3 Years at Sea

Dur Fleet is Back

By & Staty Writer

CTTION-GEVER, 13 Tishri— Niaetora of King Seio-
Tows I3 shipe that set out for the discant sderes o
Ophir 3 years ago recursed te lLarasl today, bringiag|
#ith them & straage assorument o plant And aaimals,
e well aa large quantitivs of gold And other treasaree.
Tee vewsel was lost ln &g over the fact at

o the 2
teavy siorm ou e igh|dU4 o the siorm, tha fleerd
e Har crvw waa saved, [STUVAL 8 Lirnl oS S
1t Ber carge waat to Dol sy s result of which 15
tiem of the sea

|cargs ‘canot be used in
The unlosding of the U6 construction or decti-
leets precious cargo was |AUOR of the Temy
<Fua ac ence.

trery and Algun

E— Amoag the  materials
Amons o ammals that [MésUosed By the capuin
R S e 4a suiabie Tor wueh pur
P IVl i poses are ivory ad wigum
& bird- trom whoba round

o The latter product
13 St new to Larael, Aaviag

(siade from elephaats
fucs) has been seen in this
councry.
Although toc late for the
Temple, these asd ocher
materials il
ndoudtediz be utlized in
the conscruction of the Ro-
yal Palace 304 other pub
lie duldisgs now ia van

iavbour srea, to foreseall
By p v acempn by

PRECAUTION

1-Day Galebration
Throughout Israsl

(Royal News Serves)
T Otfice of the King's
Recorder o€ Eresc o
Zoumcedyuterday  stiee.
man il the  dedication
Ceiabration would continue
oougnaut the. country for
the remainiag . days of
13e “Tabermacies  fasival
Toe v hotidays wi be
Soserred slmuliaasousiy.

Fumies from ul parts
o ths eountry wi s
Save aa - opporsuaity 1
e 'to “Terummiem 0
Sring thar secnicas,

R aotice has besa. lamued,
by tne Oii of e Hign
Friet, comvayiag & netn
armisg o Lariaites not
et on sy ot B
S placea 1t aiss o
haaisds - that | hescetartn
5 Mihnces of any xina
mky ok piace outade the
Tempie 1a Jerusmam, evea
e ol sanctuaries
whicn had previously beea
ned by ne” ctical priese
bood.

Expact 100,000
- Offerings

(Boyal News Service)
Priests actached fo the
Tempie's Recepuon Centre

' the people’s octerings
estimate that ia the course
of the Teday heidsy ihe
Bumber of sacrifices
brought 1o the Temple will
azcerd 100,005

Preparations for hasd-
ling %0 Buge & sumber of
otertags were > ¢ g ua
£.0atha ag0, 454 the prieats
say thay e equipped Lo
cope with the mtuation.
Upecial cattle  markets
Bave beea set up az the
ity gue, to cater to
hous ‘who' Bave come &
loog way asd did sat briag.
eir salmals wih tham.
Frovision for Neady
The Kiag. furermors,
bas leeued isaCructioos o
e efect ar famuy
Besds who are ot in &
position,  financially, | to
buy & seerfical asimal
may, upsa presestation of
o wiitten tesumonial siga-
ed by the Mders of thair
tows or village, receive &
sheep from the Royul Peas.

ATTENTION, VisrroRs
FEOX ABROAD:

GATES TEMPLE

©
Leads People in Solemn Procession

3y« star Wrier

The Temple of the Lerd, constructed by King Solomon and com-
pleted only & few days ago, was solemnly dedicated here yescerday
morning with the installation of the Ark of the Covenant in the Holy
of Holies — the innermost chamber of th. Seactuary.

Hundreds of thousands of joyous celebrants from all over the
country filled the Temple square, the surrounding moustain slopes.
and all the screets of the city, in order to watch the procession and
the ceremony which followed.

Never ia the history of Waugt (e Temple was
thly nation has there. been | 3¢ focus of wil acuvity B
mich "4 glorious spectacie |Lbe Gty throughout  the
o Jaguabiry and spland |eay.
our, aod the people made| 13 the early morsing,
he mar of e tceasicn. Lo Hely o Holies amu

The day aise marked
(e commencement of the
Feust of Tabersacies

Highlight o the dedica-
on * corvmony was tha
prayer actered up By Kiag
Solomon. Thia wes folow.
e
(Bxcerpia from King Soio-

NO IRON USED
No iroa was wed i3
asy of the construcuon
work for the Temple.
soce & wem csoudered
improper o s, for

"It G i Majestys)
wish, the royal sasausce-
mest seates, -that every
house ia Lirael without

Thare s importast
news tor you

ON PAGE 3

plassing asd
Ia order to misimize
any lowes that mugnt

comstruction.

exception, should briag its

sacrifice ia (e Temple® |misg ia the sarly sutuma

mows Proyer — Fase 3 | priet. 1adoe, sesscied 57
PO g Pieggied
g B4 Guards egunent, Jed|s Beavy cloud descended
Sl e ‘wwml‘l-ll-mumvwmnu-
ook ia e L ot S| e sroea i iaterir.
ses. Special. services will o wers followed by -
T T, T2 | e searing e Ark| T Xiags Pray
abie every citizan to bring|Of 134 (ovessa: asd toe| Whan all the sacred ves-
Eemgfaie: Ay ¥ | cavite musciazs, wa soa. [Mls 5ad beem put 1a e
"0 aa Tereie acon. | roper piacen 4 sgaad for
Focus of Acuvity ot with  music  asd |SUeSce was fives, asd e
Its galien eaterior pies- | 0oF, Then chme Busdrecs|excited  Subous | of e

cetur aa n resuit
piracy o some sacural
Gsascer, the gold asd
mest of the otaer trea-

sures  mxes  oa at
Opatr  were  aivided
smosg all the vewseis

The tocal quantity of
Foid brougnt frve Opair
i closaly  puaried

—, Caken tha Quess soce 1600

idomite bands oe by Ara-
“ean or Ammosite slaves
com the Seardy mizes aad

The Queea armved wita
& powerrul esort moust-,
€ oa borses ad drome-
cartes, sne herselt Seia|
borne aoft 1a 3 speciall
bult iltter supported
Ber pgaatie Nubtaa ac
wxdaats. A loag trais ol
animals — iscludiag some
<aormous beasts sever be-
fore sewa 1 Laraal
brougat te Guee's fifts
Foid, Ivory ead precious
stases for Kiog Tolomon.

Battie ot Wite

M Majesty e Kisg
e (e Quewa of Shebe 1t

o eatraace te the Royu
Pace. The Quess was
much moved. she dectared
later, by the reception 4za
by e grasdeur of we
Court  which,  she s
ety murpusd he e
pectations, formed 40 tne
basiz of the glowiag e

The capeals of ome of
he veses expressed b

REIFORCEMENTS
SENT T0 TADMOR

(oAremctan News Sorviae)
ADMOE, 11 Tiar —

s acrow the Lraaste
ader. It e hs avowed
@t resors  Aramean
wee a0 Daraascus.
To thwart mea & move
ag Solomon Bas Mt
1 20 oasis of Tadmor —
the Cuphrates and
imascus — iua s atraag. |

Dt with L purmases,
Frisea.

By a 3talf Writer
Amidat & fantare of drame 2ad Erumpecs, aad with

thootands scraiaieg o eaich a gllmpes o

beealiril woman in the world”, the Quess of Shaba ta-

day ade Bar satry late Jacsssiem. Her journey bad

of Shebe, La scathers Arabla. o the capital of lrmel
= in fut uader three moaths.

Queen of Sheba Arrives in Jerusalem

e |

ies — (e ey
- o The air of the capital

s Buzuicg with rumours
about the rest motive
of the Queea’s visit
iing Soloman's court 1a

ports that had resched her
ears 1a Ber far-ot? domass.

Ia particular, the Quees
had neard of King Selo-
mon's skl 1a writing poe
uy asd propovadiag rid.
Glex. The Queea — Barseit

= it S
icnawa What aae is loaiing
forward o tia opporcuaity
o maiesing wis with the
Sagucious Solomoo.
Amosg Hla  Majestys

courtiars. the outcome ot
this mental tournament be-

Commercial )
By & Staty Writer

ission? your Saart be perfet wita
e Lord yous God.
Thea came e s
fow, wita Kisg Solemon
toang e wad and the
peopia folicwing wut, one
By ane Temple guaris
srteced for e sew tarx

1o t2e husg few oece, G
aveta procasiag tae Tempue
s win taer wesposs.
10 the sccompeniment o
severss trumpec biasta, the
outer gases of tae Tempie
opeses, ana Kiag, ugs
o 4sa Ark-oearers

merchast Gest asd be

Opair, stoppiag a¢ Ara-

Saa asq Eiiopias ||ierva e suter courtyara | KIPC TR, S5 e “Sim
Since Lovites Siag ansected  withowt et
Taoaporation || Whea wey rescued the [dest

by sew s faster, saser.

o Sheve, wbo owss 50
aipe, fousd Berself vo-
abe o competa with
Kiog  Solomoa's 3ew
merchast aavy, 4ad her
carvvess lost 4 e
mesdous  ameust o

Veteran Priest
Among Marchers

trade. ol
¥ you eeerisstimg eoors| AmOOE tne motadies ioi-
it la buleved ln woo || ons tne King of plory |WIRG tae ATk of e Co-
somie circies hers ot come i Teotms theega the strveca
e Quess will &y te || The Ark Sow puseed - [0 Devida Giy yesersay
76 Selaman to llmit bie |20 tae Bands o Zadox, a9 (WA2 O Avacar wo
ommercial acavities o ||Hign Frise and sia two|%Ted 84 HIGY Priesc s
Ma former sphere of 'a- ||scos who Gepousied i in [DOTE tme.
[y 20 Hoiy' o Hodes ' iba| Aviathar was exied to
o saiain trem Kiag @4 ec eater iais|Anaiot fo. Ma part ia the
most sacred part % ioe|seruive Adesivasa upeis
Tempia. ip aguinac Soismon afiar
Ar the priests emerged |King | Dunds saais Af

=%
P

from the isser chamoer.|the fequest o¢ Kiag Soio-
o Ba:
the vesecable ex-Higs

Prierc was grasted species
permussion 1o come o Je-
russiem, 20 1 2 oe asie
o marta with te otmer
priers oa s st o<

He s the only ooe of
those who Bad parucipac
e i e sau-golomes
ccnspuracy who was oot
executed Suid Selomen At

3¢ thar moment 1. dedi-
cauon seriice had seen
* |otterea up—and acce
The people prompuly fell { re my father
their faces 154 called decaue you
\fictes 3 all whercia my
|racser was attiictea
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o Cost OF
Solomon’s Temple

The cost of the most magnifi-
cent of modern buildings is a tri-
fle compared to that of Solomon's
temple, which, according to  es-
timates given in the bulletin of
the Ilinols Socisty of Architects,
reached the tremendous total of
more than $87,000.000,000 accord-
Ing ‘to present-day values. lo-
mon's temple and its internal de-
corations and the paraphernalia
was onc of the wonders of the
olden times." According to Villa-
pa:adus, the talents of gold sil-
ver and brass used in its con-
struction were “vaiued_at_the

enormous sum of $34,399,110,000.

The worth of jexsls is gener-
ally placeQ at a figure equally as
high. The vessels of gold, accord-
ing ‘to Josephus, were valued at

140,000 .talents, ~Which reduced,
according Chapel's reduction
tables, to€very-day coinage equals

the sum of $1.876,481,515. The
vessels of silver, according to the
same authority, were still more
valuable, beéing set down as worth
$3,2467720,000. “The priests vest-
MeNnts and tobes of singers, $10,-
050,000; the trumpets were worth
$1.000,000. P S .
p Y R

To the above“add the expense
of_Bullding ma fegals labor —and
the like, and some wonderful {i-
gUras present themselves. Ten
thousand ‘. men  hewing cedars,
60,000 bearers of burdens, 80,000
hewers of stone, 3,300 overseers,
all. of whom were employed for
seven years, and upon whom, be-
slde their wages, Solomon bestqw-
ed $33,669,885. - :

I the daily food was worth-f.

| ‘. ° : \
King Solomeon’s

mine said found

WASHINGTON (UPD) — King Solomon's lost gold
mine, the fabled biblical Ophir, appears to have been
found between Mecca and Medira in Saudi Arabia.

According to a report Sunday from the U.S. Geolog-
ical Survey, a team of American and Saudi geologists
believes the most likely place for the rich mine of the
10th century B.C. is a site called Mahd Adh Dhabab
{Cradle of Gold).

Dr. Robert Luce, a USGS geologist and a member of
the team, said engineers who operated the mine be-
tween 1939 and 1954 suspected it was the biblical
* Ophir. . .

The Bible reports that King Solomon, who reigned
from 970 to 931 B.C.. and King Hiram brought 31 tons
of gold to Jerusalem from Ophir. Although four books l
. of the Bible mention Ophir, its location is never
pirpointed.

The Revised Standard Edition of the Bible in I

Kings, Chapter 9, Verse 26, speaks of those who “went
to Ophir, and brought frora there gold, to the amount |
of four hundred and twenty talents; and they brought
¢ it to King Solomon."
i The rest of I Kings desls with Solomon and the
) Queen of Sheba, an interesting tale, but biblical re-
| Searchers have been equally fascinated by the legend-
ary Ophir, thought to be 1n Arabia.

“Our investigations have now confirmed that the
old mine could have been as rich as described in
bitlical accounts and, indesd. is a logical candidate to !
be the lost Ophir," Luce said. ' We believe the legend-
1 ary King-Solomon's lost mines are no longer lost.”

{
H
!
i
i
i
{
{
(
t
l

ty-five cents each. the sum total
for_feeding_this_army of_work-
men during the tin _o(__b&d-x_gg
fotals up to $344,385.440. = The
Mmiaterial 1o the rough 5 estimat-
ed as having been worth $12,-
726,685,000. The several estim-
ates show the total cust Lo have
been, $37,212,210,840,

L seenien

-“No, Francine. Solomon did not have 300 porcupines.”
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subject. Romans chapter one speaks of homosexuality as that whii),
“exchanged natural relations for unnatural . .. ” (v. 26). Tt is a “sh.p.-
less act” which results from vile passions (v. 27). In another Pttt
Paul wrote, “Do not be deceived; neither the immoral, nor idolatess,
nor adulterers, nor homosexuals . . . will inherit the kingdom of Guod”
(1 Cor. 6:9). These arc all a perversion of the proper use of
Hetercosexual acts are wrong outside marriage because they et up
a husband-wife relation between those who are not hushand and wil-,
Homosexual acts are wrong because they set up a unique hushand
wife relation between those who cannot be husband and wife, sin
they are both of the same sex.

Of course, the biblical prohibitions on homosexuality do not refe
to close friendships (with physical affection) between those of the
same sex. Such friendships are both normal and beautiful. David and
Jonathan are a classic example. The Scriptures say, “The soul of Joma:
than was knit to the soul of David, and Jonathan loved him as his own
soul” (1 Sam. 18:1). Intimate friendship is one thing; illegitimate
and unnatural sexual encounters are quite another thing.

4. The Role of Sex in Multiple Marriages — There is little question
that polygamy was permitted by God in biblical times. Even some of
the great saints had several wives (cf. Abraham, David, Solomon).
The real problem is not whether God permitted polygamy but whether
He planned it. That is, was polygamy, like divorce, something Cud
tolerated but did not really desire?

There is ample evidence, even within the Old Testament, that po-
lyaamy was not God’s idcal for man. _That monogamy was Tiis ideal

for man is obvious from several perspectives. (1) God made only one
WMWMWw ideal precedent for the
race. (2) Polygamy is first mentioned as part of the wicked Cainite
civilization (Gen. 4:23). (3) Cod clearly forbade the kings of Isracl
(lcaders were the persons who became polygamists) saying, “And he
shall not multiply wives for himsclf, lest his heart turn away again
(Deut. 17:17). (4) The saints who became polygamists paid for their
sins. 1 Kings 11:1,3 says, “Now King Solomon loved many forcipm
women. . . . Ile had seven hundred wives, princesses, and three hun-
dred concubines; and his wives turned away his heart.” (5) The
greatest polygamist of the Old Testament, Solomon, gave testimony to
the fact that he had only one true love, for whom he wrote "Ilr:'
Song of Songs.” The Canticles stand as the greatest polygamists
greatest rebuke to polygamy. Even Solomon with his 1,000 wives had
only one truc love. (6) Polygamy is usually situated in the context of
sin in the Old Testament. Abraham’s marviage of Hagar was cleuly
a carnal act of unbelief (Gen. 16:1f). David was not at a spiritual

peak when he added Abigail and Ahinoam as his wives (1 Sam. 20

1 Kings
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42, 43), nor was Jacob when he married Leah and Rachel (Gen. 29:23,
25). (7) The polygamous relation was less than ideal. It was one of
jealousy among the wives. Jacob loved Rachel more than Leah (Gen.
29:31). Elkanal’s one wife was considered a “rival” or adversary by
the other, who “used to provoke her sorely, to irritate her . . .” (1
Sam. 1:6). (8) When polygamy is referred to, the conditional, not
ihe imperative, is used. “If he takes another wife to himself, he shall
not diminish her food, her clothing, or her marital rights” (Ex. 21:10).
'olygamy is not the moral ideal, but the polygamist must be moral.
() The New Testament scts down monogamy as a precondition for
church leaders. “Now a bishop must be above reproach, the hushand
of one wife . . .7 (1 Tim. 3:2), wrote the apostle. (10) Monogamy
was not only required for church leaders but it was recommended for
all men. Paul wrote, “But because of the temptation to immorality,
cach man should have his own wife and each woman her own hus-
band” (1 Cor. 7:2).

There are other arguments against polygamy, such as the relatively
cqual number of males and females in the world, which would
scem to imply that one woman is made for one man. However,
it must be conceded that polygamy is better than immorality, even
though it is not as good as monogamy. At least, polygamy is a
closed system; it is not free love. It is better to take a woman as a
sccond wife than to use her as a harlot, even though both fall short
of God’s ideal. Polygamy is at least a relationship where the other
can be treated as a perscn and not merely used as a thing. None-
theless, polygamy is inferior to monogamy because one cannot have
a unique (one-of-a-kind) relationship with more than one wife.
The other wives will never be more than second best and not part
of that most intimate union which God designed for marriage.

Jealousy and hatred will be natural outcomes of the polygamous
relation.

1. Hieranciicar Basis For A CumisTiAN VIEW OF SEx

Does not the special case of polygamy provide an exception to
the moral principle that sex is to be a unique and abiding personal
rclation between a man and a woman? Furthermore, does not the
justifiable case of divorce (viz., when one’s partner has been unfaith-
ful) mentioned by Jesus (Matt. 19:9) provide an exception to the
morality of the marital bond? From a biblical and hierarchical point
of view the answer to both questions is no. There are no excep-
tions to the singularity of the marital relation (i.e., one man for
one woman); there are only some exemptions in view of higher
obligations. Likewise, there are no legitimate exceptions to the
permanence of the marriage bond (divorce as such is wrong); there
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1 Kings

Solomon’s Jerusalem -

v
950 B.C. L2t

A
Solomon extended the city oo
northward from the original ot
site and there built his P

magnificent temple.

His royal residence was
nearby; however, its
architecture and location
are unknown.

Jerusalem is shown from
. above and at an angle; and
therefore wall shapes appear different from
those on flat maps. Wall locations have been
determined from limited archaeological evidence;
= houses are artist's concept.

I «&* Hugh Claycombe 1982

For further relerence 1o the development of Jerusalem see: page 63, The City of the Jebusites and David's Jerusalem; page 99, Jerusalem of the Retuming
Exiles; page 139, Jerusalem During the Time of the Prophets.
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THE APPEAL

OF IDOLS

On the surface,
the lives of the
kings don't make
sense. How could
they run to
idolatry so fast
when they had
God's Word (at
least some of it),
prophets, and the
example of
David? Here are
some of the
reasons for the
enticement of
idols:

POWER

PLEASURE

PASSION

PRAISE AND

POPULARITY

The appeal of Idols

The people wanted freedom
from the authority of both God
and the priests. They wanted
their religion to fit their life-style,
not their life-style to fit their
religion.

Idol worship exalted fsenSUaIity

without responsibility or guilt. -+ =

People acted out the vicious
and sensuous personalities of
the gods they worshiped, thus
gaining approval for their :
degradedlives. -

Mankind was reduced to little™

-more than animals. The-people :

did not have to be viewed.as.

unique individuals, but could be .

exploited sexua!ly, pohtloally,

~and economlcally Y -
“The high and holy hature of God'

was replaced by gods who were
more a reflection of human
nature, thus more culturally
suitable to the people. These
gods no longer required
sacrifice, just a token of
appeasement.

Modern parallel

People do not want to answer to
a greater authority. Instead of
having power over others, God
wants us to have the Holy
Spirit's power to help others.

People deify pleasure, seeking it
at the expense of everything
else. Instead of seeking
pleasure that leads to long-

- range disaster, God calls us to

seek the kind of pleasure that
leads.to long-range rewards.

Like animals, people et physical
.. drives:and passion rule them.
‘Instead of seeking passion that
exploits others God calls us to
“redirect our passu)ns to areas
~ ““that build others up:”

- Sacrifice-is seen as self mﬂ;cted
“punishment, making no sense.

Success is to be sought at all

‘costs. Instead of seeking praise

for ourselves, God calls us to

“praise him and those who honor
him. ‘

As societies change, they often throw out norms and values no longer considered necessary or
acceptable. Believers must be careful not to follow society's example if it d|scards God s Word. When
society does that, only. godlessness and evil remam
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Crossword Puzzle:
Kings and Covenants
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