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Commitment
Theme:
Make your commitment to God practical
Thrust:
by following His individual plan for you
Purpose:
The listeners will be willing to serve the Lord in inconvenient ways

Introduction

1. Interest: Commitment is shown in perseverance despite opposition (story of burning of Koinonia Farm by the KKK in Georgia) 
a) Clarence Jordan was a man of unusual abilities and commitment. He had two PhDs, one in agriculture and one in Greek and Hebrew. So gifted was he, he could have chosen to do anything he wanted. He chose to serve the poor.  In the 1940’s, he founded a farm in Americus Georgia, and called it Koinonia Farm. It was a community for poor whites and poor blacks. 
b) As you might guess, such an idea did not go over well in the Deep South of the ’40’s. Ironically, much of the resistance came from good church people who followed the laws of segregation as much as the other folks in town. The town people tried everything to stop Clarence. They tried boycotting him, and slashing worker’s tires when they came to town. Over and over, for fourteen years, they tried to stop him. 
c) Finally, in 1954, the Ku Klux Klan had had enough of Clarence Jordan, so they decided to get rid of him once and for all. They came one night with guns and torches and set fire to every building on Koinonia farm, except Clarence’s house, which they riddled with bullets. And they chased off all the families except one black family, which refused to leave. Clarence recognized the voices of many of the Klansmen, and some of them were church people. Another was the local newspaper’s reporter. 
d) The next day the reporter came out to see what remained of the farm. The rubble still smoldered and the land was scorched, but he found Clarence in the field, hoeing and planting. "I heard the awful news," he called to Clarence, "and I came out to do a story on the tragedy of your farm closing." Clarence just kept hoeing and planting. The reporter kept prodding, kept poking, trying to get a rise from this quietly determined man who seemed to be planting instead of packing his bags. So, finally, the reporter said in a haughty voice, "Well, Dr. Jordan, you got two of them Ph.D.s and you’ve put fourteen years into this farm, and there’s nothing left of it at all. Just how successful do you think you’ve been?" 
e) Clarence stopped hoeing, turning toward the reporter with his penetrating blue eyes, and said quietly but firmly, "About as successful as the cross. Sir, I don’t think you understand us. What we’re about is not success, but faithfulness. We’re staying. Good day." 
f) Beginning that day, Clarence and his companions rebuilt Koinonia and the farm is still going strong today (Tim Hansel, at sermoncentral.com). 
2. Need: Do we make your faith practical?  How do you put “feet” to your faith?

a) On an individual basis… Are you committed to Christ?  If you were, what would that look like?  If you were brought to court with the charge that your faith in Christ really affects your life, would there be enough evidence to convict you?

b) On a church-wide basis… Are we committed to Christ corporately?  If we were, what would that look like?  If we were brought to court with the charge that our faith in Christ is really seen in the life of our congregation to others, would there be enough evidence to convict us?  Or would it be said that CIC is only a “harmless bunch of semi-religious people”?
3. Subject: How can we make our commitment to God practical?  How can we put “feet” to our faith?
4. Background: This is now message 13 of our 15 sermons on the book of Nehemiah.  What have we seen thus far?

a) God’s design had always been to give Israel the strategic land at the crossroads between Europe, Asia, and Africa.  

b) Key to Israel having this influence was establishing Jerusalem at the center of the country—the navel of Israel, it was said. 

c) The returned exiles to Judah have gone a long way in reestablishing Jerusalem between Judah and Benjamin.

d) In fact, the border between the two tribes lay just south of the city where they have rebuilt Jerusalem’s walls (the hardware), confessed their sins in a spiritual revival (the software) and even covenanted on paper and in word their commitment to God.  What else is left to do?  

e) Nehemiah 7:1-4 provides the background to chapter 11 [read Neh. 7:1-4]… so we have a city with strong walls but hardly anyone living inside!
5. Text: Today we focus on Nehemiah 11:1–12:26.  Honestly, it’s chapters like these that really challenge our commitment to sequential exposition of the Bible!  These verses are basically humongous lists of unpronounceable names.  Can God really speak through these lists?  Yes!  Here are numerous “Clarence Jordans” who made their commitment to God practical and…
6. Preview: These two chapters will reveal three ways that we can make our commitment to God practical too.
7. Transition: The first way to really show our dedication to God is…
I.
Some of us make our commitment practical by doing the inconvenient.
[God asks some of us to walk the difficult road when serving Him.]

A. Ten percent of the returned exiles moved into Jerusalem (11:1-24).

1. The leaders already had moved into Jerusalem (11:1a).

2. Others followed their leaders by moving into Jerusalem as well (11:1b-24).

a) Question: Why was it so important for the people to move into Jerusalem?  Why not just stay in their towns—move only into the city when attacked?  

b) Answer: Well, since there weren’t many houses built yet, the city wouldn’t really provide much security.  You need more than walls to sustain an enemy attack—you need homes, food, water, and other infrastructure.

c) A summary of the plan to move into Jerusalem shows that enough people moved to revitalize the city (11:1b-4a).

(1) A tenth of the total number of people in nearby Judah and Benjamin were selected by lot to move into Jerusalem (11:1b).
(a) Do you think the Jews preferred to live in their small towns or in the big city? They certainly were used to being farmers—and even the priests and Levites who lived outside the city farmed their land.  

(b) Does the fact that they had to cast lots indicate that the people weren’t that thrilled to move to the city?  It seems so, for otherwise why cast lots?  

(c) Why was 10% moving to Jerusalem the right number?  Most societies until the Industrial Revolution rather recently had about 90% of their people in food production.  “Nehemiah saw to it that the agricultural work was not hampered unnecessarily by his measures” (Fensham, Ezra & Nehemiah, NICOT, 243).

(2) The remaining 90% of the people living in the south continued living outside the city (11:1c).

(3) All the people commended those who volunteered to live in Jerusalem (11:2).

(4) The provincial officials who moved into Jerusalem were unlike other leaders in Judah who stayed in their towns (11:3).

(5) However, some of the people from Judah and Benjamin also resettled in Jerusalem (11:4a).

d) The list of provincial officials who moved into Jerusalem included 3,044 men with their families (11:4b-19).

(1) Some 468 laymen from Judah moved into Jerusalem (11:4b-6).

(2) Some 928 laymen from Benjamin moved into Jerusalem (11:7-9).

(3) Some 1192 priests moved into Jerusalem (11:10-14).

(4) Some 284 Levites moved into Jerusalem (11:15-18).

(5) Some 172 gatekeepers moved into Jerusalem (11:19).

e) The rest of the Israelites lived outside Jerusalem except for the Temple servants who lived in the Ophel hill south of the Temple (11:20-24).
B. Discipleship often includes doing things we don’t like to do.

1. We all seem to really like the present worship environment at SA.

2. However, the recent 50% increase in rent is killing us financially.

3. We must move our worship location to a far cheaper place to support a pastor.  

4. This is not all that surprising, is it?  Millions of organizations around the world this year are cutting costs to sustain themselves.

5. Discipleship involves change.  It certainly did for these Jews who gave up a rural lifestyle for the hustle-bustle of city life.  At least in our case we’re not proposing a change of home and occupation.

(But did God call all of them to make this move?  No, only 10% made their commitment practical by doing the inconvenient.  In contrast…)

II.
 Most of us make our commitment practical by doing the normal.
       [God enables most of us to serve him right where we already are.]

A. Most repopulated the region in nearby Judah and Benjamin (11:25-36).

1. People of Judah lived south of Jerusalem in 17 towns in a long north-south area from Beersheba in the extreme south right up to Jerusalem itself (11:25-30).
2. People of Benjamin lived north of Jerusalem in 15 towns (11:31-35).

3. Some of the Levites who lived in Judah were sent to live with the tribe of Benjamin (11:36).
4. Was it wrong for some of the people not to want to live in Jerusalem?  Were they not obeying the Lord?  The text never says this.  There was certainly nothing wrong with them continuing to serve God right where they lived.

B. God calls most of us to continue ministering right where we’re at.

1. God often wants us to “bloom where we’re planted” rather than uproot our lives.

2. Ministry-wise, our desire is not for our people all to uproot from their present ministries but rather to be more effective in them.

3. CIC is unique in that God has brought to us mostly people who want further equipping for the ministry in which they already serve.  Did you know that 54% of us are “full-time Christian workers” involved in 23 other ministries?  Some may lament this, but personally I feel it a privilege to invest in you who so successfully invest in others.

(So commitment to God for some is inconvenient, for most it’s continuing in their normal ministry, but for all…)

III. All of us make our commitment practical by following God’s leaders.
A. The list of priests and Levites as far back as Zerubbabel almost 100 years earlier proves that the temple had legitimate leaders (12:1-26).

1. The list of 22 priests who returned in 538 BC shows that their present descendents are from the proper line (12:1-7).

2. The list of 8 Levites who returned in 538 BC is given (12:8-9).
3. The high priestly lineage from Jeshua in Zerubabbel’s day (538 BC) to Eliashib of Nehemiah’s day (cf. 3:1; 13:4, 7, 28) goes three more generations to his great-grandson Jaddua who was likely very young at that time (12:10-11).
4. Heads of priestly families are listed when Joiakim was high priest a generation earlier (12:12-21).
5. Records of the Levites kept from a generation earlier to Nehemiah’s time to prove that the temple had legitimate leaders (12:22-26).

6. What’s the point of all these names?  After all they had been through, Judah still had priests in the right family line: God was still faithful to give them leaders that they could follow!
(I’ve seen God’s faithfulness to us in the same way.  Did you know that last Sunday we had the 700th person attend our services?  Many, of course, were guests only for one Sunday while traveling through Singapore.  Others became leaders that served a while until the Lord sent them from us to Thailand, Mongolia, the US, Argentina, and many other countries.  Last summer we lost 20 people, but 40 joined us in their place.)

B. Pray that God will bring the right leaders to CIC.

1. Pray that the remaining positions needed for the summer will be filled—especially worship leader for five Sundays, a new set-up crew, and a new team of women for the church dinners.

2. Pray that God would complete our elder team.

3. Pray that God would enable us to bring on a full-time pastor.  We have a very qualified candidate who contacted us from the Dallas Seminary alumni website.  In fact, he used to minister in Singapore, his kids are grown, his wife is excited to return, he has his PhD already—all we need except for the money to pay him!  I believe, though, that if we could substantially reduce our rent, then we could afford him and this church could begin to reach its potential on the island.  Do you believe this?
Conclusion

1. Make your commitment to God practical by following His individual plan for you (MI).

2. What does that plan look like? (MPs)

a) For some, it means some big changes (moving, college, etc.)

b) For most, it means faithfulness where you’re at now.

c) For all, it means good followership. 
3. Exhortation: 

a) Are you willing to serve the Lord in ways that inconvenience you? 

(1) This summer Roy and Amy are moving to HK, Wayne and Diana to Istanbul, and Sharon Gorman to Argentina. 

(2) In each case they are looking at the inconvenience of new languages, new cultures, new ways of doing things compared to Singapore—yet each senses God’s hand in this move.  We will miss each one, but praise God that they care more about God’s will than they do inconvenience.

b) Put feet to your faith.

(1) A huge crowd once gathered to watch the famous tightrope walker, Blondin, cross Niagara Falls one day in 1860. He crossed it numerous times—a 1,000-foot trip, 160 feet above the raging waters. Then he asked the crowd if they believed he could take one person across this 1,000-foot trip. They all consented. And then he approached one man and asked him to get on his back and go with him for this short journey. Unexpectedly, the man refused! 

(2) Are you willing to piggyback on the LORD to bring you wherever he can most assuredly sustain you?
c) Prayer
Study Questions (Step 1)

Context:
What did the author record just prior to this passage?

1. The people had just committed themselves in covenant relation with each other by their leaders signing a binding agreement (9:38–10:27).

2. They all vowed to obey God’s laws, marry only Jews, obey the Sabbath and support the Temple (10:28-39).
Purpose:
Why is this passage in the Bible?

1. It shows that, when we want to be serious with God, we must be willing to put “feet to our faith” so that we follow God not in word only but also in actions.
Background:
What historical context helps us understand this passage?

1. “At that time the city was large and spacious, but the population was small, and none of the houses had been rebuilt” (7:4, NLT).
2. In other words, up to this point, we have walls finished around the city but no real movement of people into the city.  If the people don’t live there, you can be sure that the houses won’t be rebuilt and the city actually be reconstituted.
Questions

1. Why was it so important for the people to move into Jerusalem (1)?  Why not just stay in their towns and move only into the city if under attack?  Well, since there weren’t many houses built yet, the city wouldn’t really provide much security.  You need more than walls to sustain an enemy attack—you need homes, food, water, and other infrastructure.

2. What is the significance of Jerusalem being referred to here as “the holy city” (1)?  This way to refer to the city is used nine times in the Bible (Neh 11:1, 18; Isa. 48:2; 52:1; Dan. 9:24; Matt. 4:5; 27:53; Rev. 11:2; 21:2, 10; 22:19).  It seems to me to be a subtle rebuke—that God’s very presence resided there 500 years, but they weren’t sure they wanted to live there themselves!
	Neh 11:1
	The leaders of the people were living in Jerusalem, the holy city. A tenth of the people from the other towns of Judah and Benjamin were chosen by sacred lots to live there, too, while the rest stayed where they were.

	Neh 11:18
	In all, there were 284 Levites in the holy city.

	Isa 48:2
	even though you call yourself the holy city and talk about depending on the God of Israel, whose name is the Lord of Heaven’s Armies.

	Matt 4:5
	Then the devil took him to the holy city, Jerusalem, to the highest point of the Temple,

	Matt 27:53
	They left the cemetery after Jesus’ resurrection, went into the holy city of Jerusalem, and appeared to many people.

	Rev 11:2
	But do not measure the outer courtyard, for it has been turned over to the nations. They will trample the holy city for 42 months.

	Rev 21:2
	And I saw the holy city, the new Jerusalem, coming down from God out of heaven like a bride beautifully dressed for her husband.

	Rev 21:10
	So he took me in the Spirit to a great, high mountain, and he showed me the holy city, Jerusalem, descending out of heaven from God.

	Rev 22:19
	And if anyone removes any of the words from this book of prophecy, God will remove that person’s share in the tree of life and in the holy city that are described in this book.


3. Would the people prefer to live in their small towns or in the big city?  Why?  They certainly were used to being farmers—and even the priests and Levites who lived outside the city farmed their land.  

4. Why was 10% moving to Jerusalem the right number?  Most societies until the Industrial Revolution rather recently had about 90% of their occupations in food production.  “Nehemiah saw to it that the agricultural work was not hampered unnecessarily by his measures” (Fensham, Ezra & Nehemiah, NICOT, 243).

5. Does the fact that they had to cast lots indicate that the people weren’t that thrilled to move to the city?  It seems so, for otherwise why cast lots?  Should we make decisions where people live today by casting lots?

6. When verse 2 says, “And the people commended everyone who volunteered to resettle in Jerusalem,” are these the same people as those selected by lot (because they accepted it gladly)? Or is this genuine group of volunteers?
7. Was it wrong for some of the people not to want to live in Jerusalem?  Were they not obeying the Lord?  The text never says this.  There was certainly nothing wrong with them continuing to serve God right where they lived.

8. What’s the difference between a priest and a Levite?
Tentative Theme/Thrust Statements (Step 5)

Follow the leader
Possible Illustrations (Step 6)

9. People hate to move house

10. As the Jews were privileged to live in Jerusalem close to the temple, so my recent move right onto the SBC campus has also enabled me to be close to God’s people.

11. Ministries outside CIC where our people take leadership:

BEE

BGR International

CCC

DMA (Manik)

EAST

EE

IBS

ICS

NAVs

OM

Other churches: IBC, Mt Hermon BP, Vietnamese Fellowship

Other schools: JETS, Himalayan GST, Lanka Bible College, MEGST, UBTC
SBC

Strategic Solutions

WorldVenture

Young Life/WyldLife

FAITH demonstrated with action (James 2:17)

A huge crowd once gathered to watch the famous tightrope walker, Blondin, cross Niagara Falls one day in 1860. He crossed it numerous times—a 1,000-foot trip, 160 feet above the raging waters. Then he asked the crowd if they believed he could take one person across this 1,000-foot trip. They all consented. And then he approached one man and asked him to get on his back and go with him for this short journey. Unexpectedly, the man refused! 

Mental consent or even verbal consent is not real belief. Believing in the Jesus Christ is not only mental consent or verbal consent; it is to lean our whole weight upon the Lord Jesus Christ and totally trust in Him.

Elder Sammy Wee, Immanuel Community Church, 6th Oct., 2008
Possible Applications (Step 6)

12. Are you willing to serve the Lord in ways that inconvenience you? 

a) This summer Roy and Amy are moving to HK, Wayne and Diana to Istanbul, and Sharon Gorman to Argentina. In each case they are looking at the inconvenience of new languages, new cultures, new ways of doing things compared to Singapore—yet each senses God’s hand in this move.  We will miss each one, but praise God for their willingness.

Outlines (Steps 2-5)
Feet to Faith
Nehemiah 11:1–12:26
Exegetical Outline (Steps 2-3)
Exegetical Idea (CPT): The way the returned exiles made their verbal commitment to community renewal practical was by the resettling Jerusalem.
I.
The way the commitment to community renewal was made practical was by ten percent of the returned exiles moving into Jerusalem (11:1-24).

A. The leaders already had moved into Jerusalem (11:1a).

B. Others followed their lead by moving into Jerusalem as well (11:1b-24).

1. A summary of the plan to move into Jerusalem shows that enough people moved to revitalize the city (11:1b-4a).

a) A tenth of the total number of people in nearby Judah and Benjamin were selected by lot to move into Jerusalem (11:1b).
b) The remaining 90% of the people living in the south continued living outside the city (11:1c).

c) All the people commended those who volunteered to live in Jerusalem (11:2).

d) The provincial officials who moved into Jerusalem were unlike other leaders in Judah who stayed in their towns (11:3).

e) However, some of the people from Judah and Benjamin also resettled in Jerusalem (11:4a).

2. The list of provincial officials who moved into Jerusalem included 3,044 men with their families (11:4b-19).

a) Some 468 laymen from Judah moved into Jerusalem (11:4b-6).

b) Some 928 laymen from Benjamin moved into Jerusalem (11:7-9).

c) Some 1192 priests moved into Jerusalem (11:10-14).

d) Some 284 Levites moved into Jerusalem (11:15-18).

e) Some 172 gatekeepers moved into Jerusalem (11:19).

3. The rest of the Israelites lived outside Jerusalem except for the Temple servants who lived in the Ophel hill south of the Temple (11:20-24).
II.
The list of occupied towns in nearby Judah and Benjamin shows that the people had repopulated the region successfully (11:25-36).

A. People of Judah lived south of Jerusalem in 17 towns in a long north-south area from Beersheba in the extreme south right up to Jerusalem itself (11:25-30).
B. People of Benjamin lived north of Jerusalem in 15 towns (11:31-35).

C. Some of the Levites who lived in Judah were sent to live with the tribe of Benjamin (11:36).
III. The list of priests and Levites as far back as Zerubbabel almost 100 years earlier prove that the temple had legitimate leaders (12:1-26).

A. The list of 22 priests who returned in 538 BC show that their present descendents are from the proper line (12:1-7).

B. The list of 8 Levites who returned in 538 BC is given (12:8-9).
C. The high priestly lineage from Jeshua in Zerubabbel’s day (538 BC) to Eliashib of Nehemiah’s day (cf. 3:1; 13:4, 7, 28) goes three more generations to his great-grandson Jaddua who was likely very young at that time (12:10-11).
D. Heads of priestly families are listed when Joiakim was high priest a generation earlier (12:12-21).
E. Records of the Levites kept from a generation earlier to Nehemiah’s time to prove that the temple had legitimate leaders (12:22-26).
Purpose or Desired Listener Response (Step 4)
The listeners will

Homiletical Outline (Cyclical inductive form)—Steps 5-6

Subject: How can we make our commitment to God really practical?
Introduction

1. Interest: Commitment is shown in perseverance despite opposition (story of burning of Koinonia Farm by KKK in Georgia) 
2. Need: Do we make our faith practical?

3. Subject: How can we make our commitment to God practical?
4. Background: The returned exiles to Judah have rebuilt Jerusalem’s walls (the hardware), confessed their sins in a spiritual revival (the software) and even covenanted on paper and in word their commitment to God.  What else is left to do?  Nehemiah 7:1-4 provides the background to chapter 11…
5. Text: 

6. Preview: Nehemiah 11:1–12:26 will reveal three ways that we can make our commitment to God practical.
7. Transition: The first way to really show our dedication to God is…
I.
Some of us make our commitment practical by doing the inconvenient.
A. Ten percent of the returned exiles moved into Jerusalem (11:1-24).

1. The leaders already had moved into Jerusalem (11:1a).

2. Others followed their lead by moving into Jerusalem as well (11:1b-24).

B. Discipleship often includes doing things we don’t like to do.

II.
 Most of us make our commitment practical by doing the normal.
A. Most repopulated the region in nearby Judah and Benjamin (11:25-36).

B. God calls most of us to continue ministering right where we’re at.

III. All of us make our commitment practical by following God’s leaders.
A. The list of priests and Levites as far back as Zerubbabel almost 100 years earlier proves that the temple had legitimate leaders (12:1-26).

B. Pray that God will bring the right leaders to CIC.

Conclusion

1. Make your commitment to God practical by following His individual plan for you (MI).

2. What does that plan look like? (MPs)

3. Exhortation: 

a) Are you willing to serve the Lord in ways that inconvenience you? 

b) Put feet to your faith (ILL: tightrope walker)
Introduction

1. Commitment is shown in perseverance despite opposition. 
2. How can we make our commitment to God practical?
I.
Some of us make our commitment practical by doing the inconvenient.
A. Ten percent of the returned exiles moved into Jerusalem (11:1-24).

B. Discipleship often includes doing things we don’t like to do.

II.
 Most of us make our commitment practical by doing the normal.
A. Most repopulated the region in nearby Judah and Benjamin (11:25-36).

B. God calls most of us to continue ministering right where we’re at.

III. All of us make our commitment practical by following God’s leaders.
A. The list of priests and Levites as far back as Zerubbabel almost 100 years earlier proves that the temple had legitimate leaders (12:1-26).

B. Pray that God will bring the right leaders to CIC.

Conclusion

1. Make your commitment to God practical by following His individual plan for you (Main Idea).

2. Will you serve the Lord in ways that inconvenience you? 

3. Put feet to your faith.
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