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When God Guides, He Provides

Nehemiah 1

Topic:
Guidance 

Subject:
How can you know if God wants you to do a certain task?

Complement:
God gives us the information, vision and position you need to do His will.

Purpose:
The listeners will commit themselves to use information, vision and place of influence has He given them.

Introduction

1. Interest: God met me in Jerusalem in December 1995.
a) At that time I had served on the faculty of Singapore Bible College for four years and I started teaching some courses for the fourth time––that can lose its challenge.

b) But the chance came to lead trips to Israel.  I’d never been there before, but 25 daring souls braved to pay the $3000 to come with me.

c) But at the antiquities shop in Jerusalem I was stunned to see one of my tour members argue with the shop owner about the price of an artifact.  “What? You want $20?  I saw this for $18 down the street!”
d) I was so embarrassed that I left the shop, sat down on the curb, and pouted like Elijah.  “What are you doing here, Rick?” I sensed God say to me (not audibly, yet still real).

e) “Lord, I’m bringing Your people to Your land to get to know Your Word.”

f) “No, you’re not,” I sensed God saying to me.  “You can’t afford to come Israel so you rounded up 25 wealthy people to pay your way.”
g) Then it struck me how little time Jesus spent in Jerusalem.  Sure, he was a faithful Jew who made the required pilgrimages three times a year––and he spent the last week of his life in Jerusalem since he came there to die.  But Jesus wasn’t impressed with the wealth and power of Jerusalem.

h) Instead, he wanted to change the world through the poor. Jesus said that he had come to preach the gospel to the poor. And, as I thought about it, I realized that Jesus spent most of his ministry up in the poor north, in Galilee. He spent his time and energy in what people considered to be the place for roughnecks and insurrectionists.

i) Then I thought about the students that I had at SBC up to that point.  I realized that the ones who came from the wealthy churches had to return back to their wealthy churches to pay back these churches for their support during seminary.

j) But the ones from the poor countries returned to their countries without no one to pay back.  Rather, they had a tremendous impact for the cause of Christ.

k) So I said, “OK, Lord, what do you want me to do? Where do you want me to go?”

l) Then God put on my mind Mongolia.  “Mongolia?  Are you telling me to go to Outer Mongolia? I don’t know a soul in Mongolia!”
2. Need: Is there something you would do for God if you could?  Or maybe the issue isn’t whether you could, but it’s whether you should!
3. Subject: How can you know if God wants you to do a certain task?  Related to your life work, your discretionary time, your church or school or family ministry?

4. Speakers: The book of Nehemiah can really help here.  That’s Knee-High-My-Ah!  
5. Focus: Most evangelical commentaries expound the Book of Nehemiah as if it’s a manual on effective leadership. Chuck Swindoll has Hand Me Another Brick.  There’s even a coaching book based on Nehemiah. Gene Getz lists Nehemiah’s approach to problems and Donald Campbell wrote Nehemiah: Man in Charge with 21 leadership principles.
6. Others follow the leadership idea in their teaching, but who is the real hero in the book?
7. Since it’s not Nehemiah, I’m hoping we will really give this series a “God focus.” I think looking at the book as simply a leadership manual has at least six problems:
a) 1: It is debatable that the author’s intent is to train readers to be leaders.  

b) 2: This view places undue emphasis to the human instrument, Nehemiah himself, rather than on the God who sovereignly led him to accomplish the task.  Throughout the book Nehemiah gives God credit (1:5, 9-11; 2:4b, 8b, 12, 18, 20).  

c) 3: The leadership manual idea stresses how the Jerusalem walls were built but that’s a minor focus.  The real emphasis is why the walls needed to be rebuilt (2:17).

d) 4: Ezra and Nehemiah in the Hebrew Bible are one book and therefore should share a common theme.  Since Ezra is not a manual on leadership then this should not be expected of Nehemiah as well.

e) 5: This view also limits proper application only to those in leadership positions.  

f) 6: The leadership view hardly takes into account the historical situation.  A careful evaluation of the setting and how the book fits into the total plan of God brings the Lord to center-stage as the sovereign, covenant-keeping God.

8. Background: So what is that background?  

a) Through the prophets (esp. Isaiah), God had promised Israel a marvelous kingdom where Messiah would reign over the nation—and all other nations.

b) A huge problem came when the people were forced out of their land into exile in Babylon. When Israel was taken away from her land things looked hopeless—could the nation once again be completely restored?

c) Assyrians had already dispersed Israel in the north, but Judah came back—preserved for Messiah to come!

d) The Book of Ezra records a partial restoration with the temple being rebuilt under Zerubbabel, and the Law restored under Ezra, but the city walls were still destroyed.  Was God still with them and still the sovereign Lord?  Yes!  He raised up Nehemiah to help rebuild the walls.  That’s Z-E-N leaders: Zerubbabel, Ezra, and Nehemiah—actually during the same time as the birth of Buddhism in China.

9. Series Preview: So the next 15 weeks we will delve into Nehemiah to see how God is a God involved in “Rebuilding Broken Dreams.”

10. Preview: So back to our subject: How can we see that God is really, sovereignly leading us (subject restated)?  We will see three ways God shows us His will.  The first way God confirms what he wants us to do is…

I.
God gives us the information we need to do His will.

[When the Lord has something for us to do, He always gives us the needed facts.]

A. God informed Nehemiah of Jerusalem’s sad state without a wall (1-3).  

1. Nehemiah wrote from exile in Susa 100 years after the temple rebuilding. Three Persian kings had already come and gone, and it was now during the twentieth year of the Persian king Artaxerxes I, which was Nov-Dec 444 BC.

2. Where was Susa (1b)?  It was the capital of the great Persian Empire that stretched over 120 provinces from Greece to India.

3. At this time, Nehemiah asked his guests visiting from Jerusalem how things were with the people and the city (2).

4. They told him three “Rs”: Remnant small, Reproached Jews, and Ruined walls (3).

5. Why would it be so surprising to hear that the walls were broken down (3)?  Weren’t they broken down in 586 BC, which was over 100 years before?  Yes, but perhaps Nehemiah had thought that they would have been rebuilt by now.  

6. Why was it so vital for Jerusalem to have walls?  At least two reasons…

a) God promised Abraham that his descendants would occupy the land from the River of Egypt to the Euphrates (Gen. 15:18), yet Israel in Babylon was living outside of these boundaries.  The nation needed to fully return to the land.

b) The Messiah had already been prophesied to be born in Bethlehem (Micah 5:2). 

7. In any case, God was gracious to provide Nehemiah with accurate information, as distressing as it was—and Nehemiah was godly enough to really want the facts.

B. God also informs us how to serve Him.

1. In this room we have a vast amount of knowledge in different areas—education, banking, business, missions, theology, etc.  It’s amazing to think about!

2. Of course, we live in an information-overload age.  More info is not necessarily better.  I’m just saying that God does inform us of what he wants us to do!

3. One great thing about God is that He doesn’t hide from us any info that we need!

4. I wonder what God has recently informed you about?  What’s on your mind today?  I recently learned that 85% of church guests return if visited within 36 hours, but this decreases to 60% if in 72 hours and 15% if visited in 7 days.  People need soul care—is God calling you to care for souls?
5. Well, you may wonder what happened to my December 1995 prayer about Mongolia.  I returned to Singapore and three weeks later in the new semester, in walked a young lady and sat right in the front row—right in front of me.  He name was Sarnai, and—you guest it—she was from Mongolia!  She also ended up babysitting our boys!


(So God is the real hero here.  God alone had brought a remnant back to Judah.  God arranged men to inform Nehemiah.  God is the one who informs us as well.  But information alone is not enough.  What else does God do to lead us into His will?  He not only informs us, but also…)
II.
God gives us the vision we need to do His will.

[When the Lord has something for us to do, He puts in us a burden for His plan.]

A. God gave Nehemiah the vision to rebuild Jerusalem’s wall (4-11a).

1. This seemed an impossible project—how could he build a huge wall in a city months of travel away?  No money… no contractors… no building experience… no time off from work… But God gave him vision!

2. In Nehemiah’s prayer, we see that God moved Nehemiah to recognize both Israel’s sin and His promises and ability to restore the nation.

3. It’s true that Nehemiah cared enough to ask (2), and Nehemiah cared enough to weep (4a), but notice how he focuses attention on God here (4b-11a): 

a) He was called “the God of heaven” (4b).

b) He was “the great and awesome God who keeps his covenant of love…” (5).

c) God listens to prayer (6, 11a).

d) God graciously gave commands, decrees, and laws through Moses (7).

e) God promised not only exile but also return (8-9).

f) God redeemed this remnant by His great strength (10)

g) The end of his prayer focuses on God as well.

4. It’s interesting how this day in Nehemiah’s life likely began as did any other—he got up, did his job, etc.—but he was open to God giving him a vision that day that would change his life and the life of Israel through him forever!

B. God also grants us the vision to serve Him. What’s on your heart today?

1. This often happens in an otherwise mundane day.  Warren Wiersbe notes, “Like large doors, great life-changing events can swing on very small hinges. It was just another day when Moses went out to care for his sheep, but on that day he heard the Lord’s call and became a prophet (Ex. 3). It was an ordinary day when David was called home from shepherding his flock; but on that day, he was anointed king (1 Sam. 16). It was an ordinary day when Peter, Andrew, James, and John were mending their nets after a night of failure; but that was the day Jesus called them to become fishers of men (Luke 5:1–11). You never know what God has in store, even in a commonplace conversation with a friend or relative; so keep your heart open to God’s providential leading. I attended a birthday party one evening when I was nineteen years old, and a statement made to me there by a friend helped direct my life into the plans God had for me; and I will be forever grateful.”

2. That reminds me of my fear of attending Dallas Seminary when I was 23 years old.  I had a good friend that went to Dallas and didn’t survive his first semester.  He said he stayed up until midnight studying every night but still flunked Greek and had to leave the school.  He noted, “The guys that passed stayed up to 2 AM.”  I remember saying to my roommate, “There’s no way I could ever learn Greek and Hebrew.  I’m terrible at languages too.”  My roommate John replied, “Rick, you could do it.”  God used John’s statement of confidence to change my life, giving me the faith to trust Him.  Little did I realize that I would not only be able to pass at DTS, but I would learn Greek, Hebrew, French and German and go on to get my PhD there too.  The encouragement of others is great, but ultimately it is God behind it all to provide the passion to do His will.

(God not only informs us and gives us the vision to do His will, but also…)
III.
God gives us the position we need to do His will.

[When the Lord has something for us to do, He puts us in the right place at the right time.]

A. God gave Nehemiah the position of status required to rebuild Jerusalem’s wall (11b).  

1. Wiersbe also notes, “A cupbearer was much more than our modern ‘butler’ (see Gen. 40). It was a position of great responsibility and privilege. At each meal, he tested the king’s wine to make sure it wasn’t poisoned. A man who stood that close to the king in public had to be handsome, cultured, knowledgeable in court procedures, and able to converse with the king and advise him if asked (see 41:1–13). Because he had access to the king, the cupbearer was a man of great influence, which he could use for good or for evil.”

2. “That Nehemiah, a Jew, held such an important position in the palace speaks well of his character and ability (Dan. 1:1–4). For nearly a century, the Jewish remnant had been back in their own land, and Nehemiah could have joined them; but he chose to remain in the palace. It turned out that God had a work for him to do there that he could not have accomplished elsewhere. God put Nehemiah in Susa just as He had put Esther there a generation before, and just as He had put Joseph in Egypt and Daniel in Babylon. When God wants to accomplish a work, He always prepares His workers and puts them in the right places at the right time.”

 (What about us?)

B. God also gives us strategic positions to serve Him.

1. So what has happened in Mongolia starting from that curb in Jerusalem?  

a) So what happened regarding Mongolia? The physical climate hasn’t changed––but the spiritual climate sure has!
b) On my first trip to teach preaching there in 1997, three of my 34 students volunteered to preach in the class.  All three became pastors, all three have graduated from SBC with their master degree, and returned to train hundreds of more pastors.
c) We have had over 10 Mongols graduate from SBC!

d) And God has opened doors to other poor countries so that as of May 2015 I have taken 53 training trip to a dozen countries.

2. In 2006 God put me in a similar place of need.  I agonized over the need in Singapore for more international churches with expository teaching—as did some of you who were like Hanani was to Nehemiah.  We first met together in October 2006 and prayed, and Crossroads International Church was born a month later on 19 November 2006.

(So what’s the big idea in this chapter?)

Conclusion

1. We began with the question, “How can you know that God wants you to accomplish a certain task?”  Do you know the answer now?
2. Key Idea: God gives you the information, vision and position you need to do His will.

3. God gave Nehemiah the vision and position to rebuild Jerusalem’s wall (ch. 1).  He had both the burden and ability to address this need.

4. Chapter 2 will show how God also gives the resources and credibility to do His tasks.

5. When God guides, He provides!  He always equips us to accomplish His will.

6. Application: What know-how, faith, and place of influence has He given you?

a) I came across this ad based on the Rosie the Riveter theme.  It’s not all us and it’s not all God. Amazingly, he calls us into partnership with himself!

b) In 2009 our member, Evan Legaspi, shared with me his vision to set up a coffee station at the door.  He’s in banking and this is below his abilities, but he had the vision to do it.  He only asked me for the position of influence, so I said, “You’re hired!”  We have had our coffee and tea and snacks table now for four years, even though Evan now serves in Hong Kong.  But it started with a vision.
c) What knowledge, faith, and place of influence has He given you?  What does God want you to do with it?  What burden has the Lord placed on your heart?  Soul care?  How can we help you achieve this vision so you have all you need to do His will?  

7. Prayer

Preliminary Questions

Verses
Questions
Context:
What did the author record just prior to this passage?

Purpose:
Why is this passage in the Bible?

Background:
What historical context helps us understand this passage?

Questions

1. What is the 20th year (1)?  The 20th year of what? It was the twentieth year of the Persian king Artaxerxes I, which as Nov-Dec 446

2. Where was Susa (1b)?  It was the capital of the great Persian empire that stretched over 120 provinces from India.

3. Why would it be so surprising to hear that the walls were broken down (3)?  Weren’t they broken down in 586 BC, which was over 100 years before?  Yes, but perhaps Nehemiah had thought that they would have been rebuilt by now.  

Focusing Your Narrative Idea on Authorial Intent

An Example from Nehemiah 1—2

B. A Different Approach
1. Nearly all of the evangelical commentaries expound the Book of Nehemiah as if it’s a manual on effective leadership (see Edwin M. Yamauchi, “Ezra-Nehemiah,” EBC, 4:591; Donald K. Campbell, Nehemiah: Man in Charge, 23; Charles R. Swindoll, Hand Me Another Brick: A Study in Nehemiah; Gene A. Getz, “Nehemiah,” BKC, 1:673-74).  I think this emphasis has problems:

2. It is highly questionable that the authorial intent of the Book of Nehemiah is to train readers as better leaders.  I feel that it is unlikely that the first readers saw the primary purpose of the book as holding up the man Nehemiah as a model to follow.

3. This perspective places undue attention to the human instrument, Nehemiah himself, rather than on the God who sovereignly led him to the accomplish the task (1:5, 9-11; 2:4b, 8b, 12, 18, 20).  

4. It puts the stress on how the walls of Jerusalem were raised which is but a minor focus.  The real emphasis should be why the walls needed to be rebuilt (2:17).

5. Ezra and Nehemiah in the Hebrew Bible constitute one book and therefore should share a common theme.  Since Ezra is not a manual on leadership then this should not be expected of Nehemiah as well.

6. This view also limits proper application only to those in leadership positions.  

7. The leadership view hardly takes into account the historical background and chronology.  A careful evaluation of the historical situation and how the book fits into the total plan of God brings the Lord to center-stage as the sovereign, covenant-keeping God.

C. Exegetical Outline
1. Prologue

a) Historical background: About 1500 years earlier God had promised Abraham that He would make his descendants into a great nation possessing the entire land from the River of Egypt to the Euphrates (Gen. 12:1-3; 15:18f.).  Hundreds of years later God further spoke through Isaiah and many other prophets that a Davidic king called the Messiah would rule Israel in this geographical domain.  However, the nation rebelled against the Lord and went into exile as the Law had warned (Deut. 28). The key question in the minds of the exiled Jews was whether God would still fulfill His promise of a new nation in the land of Israel under the Messiah as ruler.  Was He still sovereign even though His people were in such distress?

b) Historical foreground: No doubt people wondered how a Messiah could be offered to the nation if Israel was still in exile.  For example, one of the messianic prophecies stated that He would be born in Bethlehem (cf. Micah 5:2, written nearly 200 years earlier). Surely the nation would have to somehow return to its homeland for the Messiah to offer the kingdom—an offer that indeed did occur under Christ (Matt. 10:7) but was rejected.  Furthermore, Daniel had recorded only a few years earlier that Artaxerxes’ command to rebuild Jerusalem under Nehemiah (444 BC) would begin “seventy sevens” (490 years) of prophetic years in the nation’s history (Dan. 9:25).  The 69th prophetic year (483rd year) would culminate in the death of Messiah in AD 33 (Dan. 9:26).

c) The post-exilic era testifies to the gracious hand of a sovereign God who had not forgotten His promises, for under Zerubbabel and Ezra a small remnant had returned from Babylon, rebuilt the temple and begun reforms.  The building under Nehemiah completes this record with a direct fulfillment of Daniel 9:25.  Thus, the account of Ezra-Nehemiah shows that God is indeed the God over all gods (Ezra 1:2), a covenant-keeping God.  Likewise, His people need to keep the covenant as well (Yamauchi, EBC, 4:590).

Tentative Subject/Complement Statements

Text

Possible Illustrations

2. George Orwell wrote his classic book 1984 in 1949.  He envisioned a day when “Big Brother” would look over everyone’s shoulders and censor all his information.  

a) I remember when the real year 1984 hit.  I saw that Orwell had many things right.  The government did, indeed, know many things about us all.

b) What Orwell got wrong, though, was that everything would be censored.

(1) We don’t have a problem getting information anymore.  With the Internet, in seconds we can often find all the information we need—and much more!

(2) And that’s the problem.  There’s a huge amount of information coming at us, so we must censor ourselves.

3. God informs us of ministry issues through emails from those whom we support.  Just recently we learned of Budmaa’s computer that died in Mongolia.  This is a vital part of his ministry there in evangelizing the entire nation.

4. Back a few months ago we also learned of some distressing facts—that 25,000 of our brothers and sisters in Christ in Orissa, India, were living in the forests due to being pushed out of their homes by Hindu extremists…

D. God also gives us strategic positions to serve Him.

1. I remember the concern Susan and I had about educating our sons when we arrived in Singapore in 1991.  

a) I knew that the preaching professor at SBC in the mid-1980s had left since there was no affordable western school for his kids to attend.  Then his replacement soon left for the same reason!  

b) After having my small sons not adjust to local schools for a year and a half, I saw that I was in no different situation.  (In fact, after 22 years here, I still do not know even one family with both a Caucasian father and mother who have educated their kids in local schools through both primary and secondary school!)  

c) I had hoped that OMF would move their school in Penang down to Singapore, but when they saw the high prices here, they abandoned the plan.

d) Somehow I got the name of Joe Hale, who had started four Christian international schools in Korea.  So I wrote him a letter in 1991 and asked him to help us here.  Five of us formed a steering committee in 1992 and International Community School opened its doors in 1993.  The 16 students that first day has grown to over 420 now.  Little did I know that God had put me at SBC partly for ICS!

Where God Guides, God Provides

Nehemiah 1

Exegetical Outline
Exegetical Idea: The means by which God sovereignly fulfills His promise to preserve Israel in a restored Jerusalem was through preparing Nehemiah to rebuild the city wall.

I.
(Ch. 1) The means by which the sovereign God (“God of heaven,” vv. 4, 5) prepared to restore the covenant city of Jerusalem was through placing upon Nehemiah both the burden and position to be used of God.

A. (1:1-3) God informed Nehemiah that the covenant people and city were in shame.

1. Nehemiah wrote about when he lived in exile in Susa during the twentieth year of the Persian king Artaxerxes I, which as Nov-Dec 446 BC (1).

2. Nehemiah asked his guests visiting from Jerusalem how things were with the people and the city (2).

3. They told him that the situation was one of trouble, disgrace, broken walls, and burned gates (3).

B. (1:4-11a) God moved Nehemiah to recognize both Israel’s sin and His promises and ability to restore the nation.

C.  (1:11b) God placed Nehemiah in a prominent position to restore Jerusalem to the stature befitting Jerusalem as the city inhabited by the sovereign Lord.

II.
(2:1-8) The means by which the sovereign God prepared to restore Jerusalem was through granting Nehemiah’s requests before King Artaxerxes.

III. (2:9-20) The means by which the sovereign God prepared to restore Jerusalem was through granting Nehemiah honor among the people after his inspection of the walls despite opposition from those outside of the covenant community.

A. (2:9-10) God granted Nehemiah honor before the Persian officials over the opposition.

B. (2:11-16) God granted Nehemiah honor before the people by being informed of the task.

C. (2:17-20) God granted Nehemiah honor before the people by reminding them that God was surely in their work despite opposition.

Homiletical Exposition  (cyclical inductive form)     

Title: “Where God Guides, God Provides”

Introduction

1. Interest: Interest: Have you ever noticed that there are more opportunities to serve God than there are time and resources to do them?  

2. Need: Is there something you would do for God if you could?  

3. Subject: How can you know if God wants you to do a certain task?

4. Background: Was God still with the remnant and still the sovereign Lord?  

5. Preview: We will see three ways God shows us His will.  The first way God confirms what he wants us to do is…

IF PREACHING ONLY CHAPTER 1:

I.
God gives us the information we need to do His will.

A. God informed Nehemiah of Jerusalem’s sad state without a wall (1-3).  

B. God also informs us how to serve Him.  

II.
God gives us the vision we need to do His will.

A. God gave Nehemiah the vision to rebuild Jerusalem’s wall (4-11a).  

B. God also grants us the vision to serve Him.  

III.
God gives us the position we need to do His will.

A. God gave Nehemiah the position of status required to rebuild Jerusalem’s wall (11b).  

B. God also gives us strategic positions to serve Him.  

Conclusion

1. Key Idea: God gives you the information, vision and position you need to do His will.

2. Application: What knowledge, faith, and place of influence has He given you?

IF PREACHING CHAPTERS 1 AND 2:

I.
God provides the vision and position to do certain ministries.

A. God gave Nehemiah the vision and position to rebuild Jerusalem’s wall (ch. 1).  He had both the burden and ability to address this need.

B. God gives us vision and strategic positions to serve Him.  

II.  God prepares other key people as resources to help His people do His tasks.

A. God granted Nehemiah’s requests before King Artaxerxes (2:1-8).

B. God prepares the hearts of others to enable us to do His will too.

III. God gives His leaders the respect they need to accomplish His tasks.

A. God gave Nehemiah honor among the people despite opposition after he inspected the walls (2:9-20).

B. God gives us the credibility needed to do His will.

For Bulletin:

Title: “Where God Guides, God Provides”

Introduction

1. Interest: Have you ever noticed that there are more opportunities to serve God than there are time and resources to do them?  

2. Subject: How can you know if God wants you to do a certain task?

3. Background: Was God still with the remnant and still the sovereign Lord?  

I.
God gives us the information we need to do His will.

A. God informed Nehemiah of Jerusalem’s sad state without a wall (1-3).  

B. God also informs us how to serve Him.  

II.
God gives us the vision we need to do His will.

A. God gave Nehemiah the vision to rebuild Jerusalem’s wall (4-11a).  

B. God also grants us the vision to serve Him.  

III.
God gives us the position we need to do His will.

A. God gave Nehemiah the position of status required to rebuild Jerusalem’s wall (11b).  

B. God also gives us strategic positions to serve Him.  

Conclusion

1. Key Idea: God gives you the information, vision and position you need to do His will.

2. Application: What knowledge, faith, and place of influence has He given you?

For Bulletin:

Title: “Where God Guides, God Provides”

Introduction

1. Subject: How can you know if God ____________ you to do a certain task?

2. Background: Was God still with the remnant and still the sovereign Lord?  

I.
God gives us the ____________ we need to do His will.

II.
God gives us the ____________ we need to do His will.

III.
God gives us the ____________ we need to do His will.

Conclusion

1. Key Idea: God gives you the ____________, ____________ and ____________ you need to do His will.

2. Application: What knowledge, faith, and place of influence has He given you?
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When God Guides, He Provides
Nehemiah 1
Introduction

1. God often calls us in the strangest times and ways.

2. How can you know if God ____________ you to do a certain task?

3. Background: Was God still with the remnant and still the sovereign Lord?  

I.
God gives us the ____________ we need to do His will.

A. God informed Nehemiah of Jerusalem’s sad state without a wall (1-3).  

B. God also informs us how to serve Him.  

II.
God gives us the ____________ we need to do His will.

A. God gave Nehemiah the vision to rebuild Jerusalem’s wall (4-11a).  

B. God also grants us the vision to serve Him.  

III.
God gives us the ____________ we need to do His will.

A. God gave Nehemiah the position of status required to rebuild Jerusalem’s wall (11b).  

B. God also gives us strategic positions to serve Him.  

Conclusion

1. Key Idea: God gives you the ____________, ____________ and ____________ you need to do His will.

2. Application: What knowledge, faith, and place of influence has He given you?  What does God want you to do with it?
Thought Questions:

1. Read Nehemiah 1 aloud.  Use your imagination and put verses 1-3 in a modern setting, relating to your own country and people.
2. What elements of Nehemiah’s prayer are the most striking to you?
Text
Text
Text
Text
3. How did you answer the conclusion questions above in your own life?  


• What knowledge, faith, and place of influence has He given you?  


• What does God want you to do with it?
Text
Text
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