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What Should I Give a King?

Malachi 1

Topic:
Worship

Theme:
God gave you His best

Thrust:
so give him your best

Purpose:
The listeners will change apathy in worship to give God their best.


Introduction

1. Interest: [Sometimes we get tired of worshipping God.]

a) [Video Clip Plays Automatically: EDS Cat Herding]

b) One reason herding cats is so tough is because they’re just plain apathetic.  They only do what they want to do.

c) Unfortunately, sometimes people are just like cats.  It’s hard to move them in the same direction—the right direction.

d)  George Bernard Shaw noted, “The worst sin towards our fellow creatures is not to hate them, but to be indifferent to them.”

e) If apathy towards people is wrong, how much more serious to show apathy towards God!  God longs to lead us into a deeper walk with him, but too often we’re heading the other way like cats.

2. Need: I wonder, are you getting weary of serving the Lord—even apathetic?

a) Has worship become a burden to you?  One church I attended had a guest, when asked if she would return, said, “Why should I again want to watch a bunch of middle-age women singing old praise songs?”  It made me wonder why she came to church in the first place.

b) I wonder if any of us get tired of church, God’s Word, and even God himself—do you?  

3. Subject: How can you worship God without apathy?  How should we respond to Him in light of His many blessings to us?  That’s the question in your bulletin outline.

4. Background: 

a) You may remember that toward the end of the OT, God’s people had accumulated a host of sins—especially worshipping idols.  God judged his people’s idolatry by exiling them to Babylon.

b) Then, after 70 years in Babylon (Iraq), their faithful God wonderfully restored them to their homeland.

c) However, they quickly prospered and built paneled houses while neglecting the temple.

d) So God raised up two prophets—Haggai and Zechariah—who motivated them to finish the temple reconstruction.

e) By the time of Malachi around 425 BC they had been back in the land for over 100 years.  They continued to stay wealthy.

f) How would they respond now to God’s grace?

g) Not so good.  Israel’s hope of a restored kingdom had been dashed and replaced with apathy a century later.

h) Some wondered if God forgot about his covenant promises, but most just went through the motions of worship with apathy towards God.

i) How did God respond to Israel’s discouragement and excuses?

5. Text: We can struggle with the same apathy they experienced, so Malachi 1 can help us know how to handle apathy.

6. Preview: This chapter first shows what God does to address our apathy, then what we should do in response.

7. Transition: So what does God say to us in our times of discouragement?

I.
God chose you for blessing (1-5).

 [God greets our apathy with an encouraging reminder of his calling—his electing us.]  

A. Election: God told these apathetic Jews that he chose them (1-5).

1. God began the dialogue with the Jews of Malachi’s day by affirming his love for them (1-2a).

(Now if someone you love tells you, “I love you,” how do you respond?  Are you like Han Solo in Star Wars?  Remember when Princess Lea is being dragged away from him, she says, “I love you!”  He responds, “I know!”  This arrogant response sounds like Israel in verse 2 except that…)

2. Israel doubted if God really loved them (2b).

3. God’s response to their apathy was to contrast His restoring Israel with his destruction of Edom (2c-5).

a) Who were the Edomites?  They were descendants of Jacob’s brother Esau.  Remember how Jacob deceived his father Isaac for Esau’s blessing? 

b) Esau settled southeast of Jacob.  Then Jacob’s descendants became the Israelites while Esau’s offspring became the Edomites.

c) But did God really hate the Esau (2-3)?

(1) The word for “hate” here is a covenant word that means Edom was rejected as carriers of God’s covenant (Merrill, 391). 

(2) Instead, God’s covenant to bless the world was passed from Abraham to Isaac to Jacob’s descendants—not Esau’s.

d) When was Edom destroyed (3)?

(1) This had already happened before Malachi’s time (425 BC) so verse 3 is in the past tense.

(2) The Babylonians destroyed both Israel and Edom one century earlier (605-540 BC).

e) But didn’t the Babylonians also destroy Israel?  So what’s the difference between these two nations?

(1) Israel was restored to her land whereas the Edomites didn't survive.  

(2) In fact, as verse 4 shows, the Edomite remnant tried to rebuild.  However, the Nabateans finished off the final small remnant of Edomites in 312 BC (v. 4).

(So what’s the message here?  Despite Israel’s doubts about God’s love, he still reaffirmed his love for them!  He had chosen them to be his people that he would bless forever!  But what about us?)

B. A solution to our apathy is to remember that God chose us too.

1. Maybe you genuinely wonder whether God loves you.  Do you have doubts?

2. I wonder how many of us here really have an appreciation for God choosing to bless us with his salvation plan.  

a) Ephesians 1:3-11 is perhaps the clearest text in the Bible on election [read].

b) It says four times that we’re predestined or chosen by God for salvation.

(So if you feel some sense of apathy to spiritual things, one of the key things God wants you to know today is that he loves you.  He chose you for a fantastic future!  Even though we may be apathetic, in verses 1-5 God reminds us that he chose us for blessing.  But what should we do in response?)

II.
Give your best to him (6-14).

[The LORD expects his choosing us to result in us giving him our best—not our junk!]

But how do you give God your best?

A. Evaluate your actions in worship (6-9).

1. God rebuked the priest’s service—they sacrificed defiled animals (6-9).

a) God had a system for all Israelites to be able to give decent animals.

(1) Sometimes Jews couldn’t afford to give an unblemished ram or goat—so they would be tempted to substitute a less valuable, deformed one.

(2) The Lord said in such cases that they should never substitute a defiled animal.  Instead, they should offer a less costly animal—even a dove.

b) Yet God’s people disrespected him by giving him blind, crippled, and diseased animals that they would never offer their governor (7c-8).

(Could we ever possibly worship God in such a sloppy and apathetic manner?)

2. One solution to our apathy is to make sure God accepts our worship.

a) A few years ago while eating lunch at SBC I saw an old washing machine next to our table.  I asked one of our staff who was eating at my table.  She said, “Oh, it wasn’t here last night.  Someone dropped it off for the college but none of us knows who did it.  This often happens so people don’t have to pay someone to take it away after they get a new one.”

b) Can you imagine doing that at the Istana?  “PM Lee, I appreciate so much what you are doing for the country.  Here’s my old washing machine as a token of my appreciation!”  If we wouldn’t do this even to our immediate boss, why do it to our ultimate King?

B. Not only actions, but go deeper to evaluate your attitudes in worship (10-14).

1. God rebuked the priest’s pride (10-14).

a) They failed to see that no offering is better than a defiled offering (10). 

b) They thought that being Jews was enough, but God says that future pagans will please him with offerings (11).  

(1) The NLT or RSV present tense here should be future like the NIV, NASB, and KJV.

(2) We are often so racist—but God isn’t! [video clip]  These Jews thought themselves so special that they didn’t need to honor God!

c) They dishonored God by disdaining his altar (12).

d) They claimed that serving God was a burden too hard to do (13a).

e) The reason God cursed the cheat who gives a defective ram when he has the power to give a fine one is because God is a great king (13b-4).

2. Do we also show pride in worship?  How can we approach God more humbly?

a)  Approach his presence with eagerness—and on time.  

(1) I like Bill Gothard’s definition of punctuality: “Showing high regard for others and their time.”  If punctuality honors people, it certainly honors God!

(2) Would you consistently arrive 10 minutes late to work?  No?  Then lets’ not make Tom Anderson feel he has to herd cats for worship.

(3) Be a greeter—then you’ll be motivated to be on time!

b) Respond when reading Scripture aloud & sing aloud.  Get up to get a bulletin even if you forget earlier so you can take notes.

c) Sign up as an usher, help lead the Men’s or Woman’s or Youth Ministry.

d) One of you gave me a list of 23 areas where he is willing to serve!  May his tribe increase!

(What’s the point of Malachi 1—What is God saying to apathetic people today?)

Conclusion

1. God gave you His best so give him your best (Main Idea).

2. Since God gave you His best in election, you should give him your best in worship (Main Idea expanded).

3. [Main Points:]

a) Give God your best in your actions (6-9).

b) Give God your best in your attitudes (10-14).

4. Let’s bow: How can you give God your best in worship?  What specifically is the Spirit of God telling you today?

a) Is he telling you to show more concern to be on time to meet your Heavenly Boss than your earthly boss?

b) Have been giving God your leftovers rather than your best?

5. Prayer

Study Questions (Step 1)

Context:
What did the author record just prior to this passage?

1. This is the first part of Malachi’s prophecy.

Purpose:
Why is this passage in the Bible?

1. God knows we tend to fall into lifeless worship—as if there’s something wrong with God.

2. The problem is with us!

Background:
What historical context helps us understand this passage?

1. Idol-worshipping Jews who saw Jerusalem destroyed were exiled for 70 years in Babylon (Iraq) but wonderfully restored by God to their homeland.

2. However, they quickly prospered and built paneled houses while neglecting the temple.

3. So God raised up two prophets—Haggai and Zechariah—who motivated them to finish the temple reconstruction.

4. Now in the time of Malachi they had been back in the land for over 100 years.  They continued to stay wealthy.

5. How would they respond now to God’s grace?

Questions

1. Did God really hate the Edomites (2-3)?

a) God doesn’t really hate anyone.
b) The word for “hate” here is a covenant word that means Edom was rejected as carriers of God’s covenant (Merrill, 391). 

c) Instead, God’s covenant to bless the world was passed from Abraham to Isaac to Jacob’s descendants—not Esau’s.
2. When was Edom destroyed (3)?

a) This had already happened before Malachi’s time (425 BC) as it is in the past tense.

b) The Babylonians destroyed both Israel and Edom one century earlier (605-540 BC).

c) However, Israel was restored to her land whereas the Edomites didn't survive.  The Nabateans finished off the final small remnant of Edomites in 312 BC (v. 4).

3. How could God’s name be great among the pagan nations in their offerings and incense (11)?  This is present tense in NLT & RSV but future in ESV, NAU & NIV.  The future is better as it is allowed in Hebrew and does not indicate God’s favor upon pagan worship!

Tentative Theme/Thrust Statements (Step 5)

General Service:

Theme:
God gave you His best

Thrust:
so give him your best

Worship: 

Possible Illustrations (Step 6)

4. Tiresome ministry & apathy

5. Giving to God Generally

a) Washing machine given to SBC

b) Why do we honor our immediate boss more than we do our ultimate King?

c) What showed the wise men so wise was that they gave the Baby Jesus their best gifts.

6. Money

a) $1650 given for India

b) God put a system in place for the poor to still be able to give decent animals.

(1) Sometimes Israelites couldn’t afford to give an unblemished ram or goat—so they would be tempted to substitute a less valuable, deformed one.

(2) The Lord said in such cases that they should never substitute a defiled animal.  Instead, they should offer a less costly animal—even a dove.

7. Worship

a) EDS Clip: Herding cats (Let’s not make it hard for our leaders to lead us)

b) EDS Clip: Building airplanes in the sky (Let’s still work on our ability to worship even though we aren’t complete yet)

Possible Applications (Step 6)

8. Worship

a) Sit near the front.

b) Arrive on Time: Would you consistently arrive 10 minutes late to work?  No?  Yet we continue to honor the age-old Baptist tradition of punishing those late by giving them the best seats in the room!

c) Respond in reading Scripture publicly & singing

d) Lord’s Table

Outlines (Steps 2-5)

What Would You Give a King?

Malachi 1

Exegetical Outline (Steps 2-3)
Exegetical Idea (CPT): The way that Israel should have responded to God’s loving choice of them was by sacrificing their best animals.

I.
Election: The way that God responded to Israel’s apathy was to choose them for blessing while continuing to judge Edom (1-5).

A. The way that God addressed the hypocritical Jews of Malachi’s day was to affirm his love for them (1-2a).

B. Israel apathetically questioned whether God really loved them (2b).

C. The way God responded to their apathy was to affirm His choice of Israel over its neighbor Edom by noting that his judgment of Edom was permanent (2c-5).

II.
Response: The way that Israel should have responded to God’s loving choice of them was by sacrificing their best animals (6-14).

A. God rebuked the priest’s service—they sacrificed defiled animals (6-9).

1. God rebuked the leaders for dishonoring him (6)

2. The priests denied dishonoring him with defiled sacrifices (6b-7b).

3. God rebuked their offering him their worst animals (7c-9).

a) They disrespected God by giving him blind, crippled, and diseased animals that they would never offer their governor (7c-8).

b) God disciplines those who offer defiled sacrifices (9).

B. God rebuked the priest’s pride (10-14).

1. They failed to see that no offering is better than a defiled offering (10). 

2. They thought that being Jews was enough, but God says that future pagans will please him with offerings (11).

3. They dishonored God by disdaining his altar (12).

4. They claimed that serving God was a burden too hard to do (13).

5. The reason God cursed the cheat who gives a defective ram when he has the power to give a fine one is because God is a great king (14).

Purpose or Desired Listener Response (Step 4)
The listeners will give God their best in worship.

Homiletical Outline (Cyclical inductive form)—Steps 5-6

Introduction

1. Interest: Sometimes we get tired of serving God.

2. Need: Are you getting weary of serving the Lord—even apathetic?

3. Subject: How can we worship God without apathy? 
4. Background: Israel’s hope of a restored kingdom had been dashed and replaced with apathy a century later.

5. Text: Malachi 1 can help us know how to handle apathy.

6. Preview: This chapter first shows what God does to address our apathy, then what we should do in response.

7. Transition: So what does God do to help us in our times of discouragement?

I.
God chose you for blessing (1-5).

A. Election: God told these apathetic Jews that he chose them (1-5).

B. A solution to our apathy is to remember that God chose us.

II.
Give your best to him (6-14).

A. Evaluate your actions in worship (6-9).

1. God rebuked the priest’s service—they sacrificed defiled animals (6-9).

2. One solution to our apathy is to make sure God accepts our worship.

B. Evaluate your attitudes in worship (10-14).

1. God rebuked the priest’s pride (10-14).

2. Do we also show pride—especially in worship?

Conclusion

1. God gave you His best so give him your best (Main Idea).

2. Since God gave you His best in election, you should give him your best in worship (Main Idea expanded).

3. Main Points

a) Give God your best in your actions (6-9).

b) Give God your best in your attitudes (10-14).

4. How can I give God my best in worship?

Warning of judgment for hypocrisy

1—3
Rebuke of seven sins

1:1
Title: Burden

1:2—3:18
Israel's 7 Questions
God's 7 Responses



“I have loved you” (1:2a)

1:2b-5
"How have you loved us?"
Election

1:6—2:9
"How have we despised Your name?"
Unacceptable sacrifices

2:10-16
"Why do You despise our offerings?"
Divorce

2:17—3:7a
"Why aren't you just?"
Messiah will judge

3:7b-8a
"How can we repent?"
Stop robbing Me

3:8b-12
"How have we robbed You?"
Withholding tithes

3:13-18
"How have we blasphemed You?"
Materialistic motives

4
Blessing by heeding Elijah

4:1-3
Day of judgment/blessing

4:4
Obey Law

4:5-6
Heed Elijah

Outline

Summary Statement for the Book

The LORD rebukes His backslidden people Israel for their sin by answering their defensive questions in order to encourage them to leave their sinful lifestyle and return to Him in preparation for the coming day of judgment and blessing.

I. (Chs. 1—3) Seven self-defensive questions from Israel are answered by God to encourage the nation to leave its lifestyle of sin and return to the LORD.

A.
(1:1) The title of the book (a “burden” or “oracle”) indicates that the Lord rebukes His people Israel through Malachi.

B.
(1:2—3:18) Seven self-defensive questions from Israel are answered by God to encourage the nation to leave its lifestyle of sin and return to the LORD.

1.
(1:2-5) When Israel questions God's love, God affirms His choice of Israel over its neighbor Edom even while the nation is living in rebellion so that the nation would respond to His love despite His rebuke.

2.
(1:6—2:9) When Israel questions despising God, He proves it to the priests who offer unacceptable Levitical offerings in disregard for the Law to encourage the nation to honor God.

3.
(2:10-16) When Israel questions why God rejects its offerings, God says it is because of the nation's divorce of fellow Israelites for intermarriage with pagans to exhort His people to be faithful to their own marriage covenants.
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What Should I Give a King?

Malachi 1

Topic:
Service

Theme:
God gave you His best

Thrust:
so give him your best

Purpose:
The listeners will give God the best of their time, talents, and treasure.

Introduction

1. Sometimes we get tired of serving God.

2. How can we worship God without apathy?  

I.
God chose you for blessing (1-5).

A. Election: God told these apathetic Jews that he chose them (1-5).

B. A solution to our apathy is to remember that God chose us.

II.
Give your best to him (6-14).

A. Evaluate your actions in worship (6-9).

B. Evaluate your attitudes in worship (10-14).

Conclusion

1. God gave you His best so give him your best (Main Idea).

2. How can I give God my best in worship?

What Should I Give a King?

Malachi 1

Introduction

1. Sometimes we get tired of serving God.

2. How can we worship God without ______________?  

I.
God chose you for ______________ (1-5).

A. Election: God told these apathetic Jews that he chose them (1-5).

B. A solution to our apathy is to remember that God chose us.

II.
Give your _________   to him (6-14).

A. Evaluate your ______________ in worship (6-9).

B. Evaluate your ______________ in worship (10-14).

Conclusion

1. God gave you His _________ so give him your _________ (Main Idea).

2. How can I give God my best in worship?
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