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Sweet and Sour Leading
Exodus 1

Topic:
God's Leading

Theme:
Thank God for both your sweet and sour events.

Thrust:
Both can lead you in His will.

Purpose:
The listeners will thank God either: (a) for their privileges (by seeing how God is using these blessings to protect them) or (b) for their difficulties (by seeing how God is using trials to direct their lives. 

Meditation:
Romans 8:28
Reading:
Exodus 1

Songs:
He Leadeth Me, In His Time, Blessed Be Your Name, God Will Make a Way

Introduction

1. Interest: One of the most delightful things about Singapore to me is the food.  And my favorite is sweet and sour.  I wouldn't normally think of mixing something sweet with something sour, but actually they taste delicious together.

2. How are you doing today?  "How are you really doing?"  Like the Chinese dish, life is mixed with sweet and sour events and probably both mix together here today.

3. Need:  Is right now a sweet time—or a sour time—for you?

a) Maybe your present situation is basically a positive one—you have enough money, you're getting along with your family, your living situation is pleasant, and you're enjoying your work or ministry.

b) But maybe you are going through some difficult times—you don't have enough money, you're not getting along with your family, your living situation is unbearable, or you despise your work or ministry.

4. Subject: Why do sweet and sour experiences occur to us?  This question is in your bulletin outline.  What's God doing in your sweet situation?  Or what's His plan in your sour time?

5. Preview: Today we're doing to look at God's purposes for both of these in this order—the sweet grapes first, followed by the sour grapes in our lives.

6. Text: We find both the sweet and the sour in Exodus 1, which is our text for today.

7. Transition: Let's first ask this—why does God allow the sweet?  One reason your life may be positive now is because… [orients to MPI]

I.
God makes life sweet to protect us from harm and bless us.

     [He often gives us refreshment and growth to keep us from the wrong crowd or priorities.]

A. God led Jacob's family to Egypt to protect them from starving and make them a nation (1-7).

1. Israel found themselves related to Joseph, ruler of Egypt.  

2. Although they had only 70 people when they went to Egypt (see verse 5), they still had God’s promise of a great nation.

3. But after 400 years in Egypt, based on Numbers 1 where 600,000 men served in the army, conservatives estimate that there were about 2 million people.  What super growth!  In fact, verse 1 is the last time that the term "sons of Israel" is used to describe Jacob's immediate family in the OT.  From verse 7 on they were called “the Israelites.”
4. God was fulfilling his promise in Genesis 12:2 to make Abraham into a great nation.
5. Under Pharaoh they had protection and blessing.  This was a sweet situation for Israel in which they both escaped Canaan's famine and also saw God's blessing in amazing ways.

(Does God still do the same today—protect us and bless us?  He sure does!)

B. God may have sweetened your life now to protect you from negative influences.

1. Some of you have seen God work in your parents' lives in amazing ways since you became a Christian—your parents have come to faith themselves, or at least they haven't really opposed you.  How many of you have seen your parents wonderfully change their opinion about you after you became a Christian? 

2. I was the first Christian in my family but my parents were very receptive to me starting to go to church.

a) They thought “a little religion” would be good for me.

b) They liked the kinds of friends I was hanging around—good, clean, moral folks.

c) Life was sweet—and I flourished in this soil, studying the Bible on my own up to 2 AM, having a Bible study in my home for my secondary school friends, etc.

d) This helped protect me from a lot of bad influences that could have wrecked my life—drugs, immorality, and the like.  I even lived at home all four years of college that prevented me from having a huge school debt.

3. Others of you basically have a sweet environment too.

a) You have enough money to meet your needs.

b) You like your job and ministry.

c) Your friends and family are supportive.

4. You should thank God for your lot in life because God's blessing here protects you from harmful influences.  A recent study of Christian students entering state universities in the US showed that four years later, 51% said they were not Christians!  Many negative influences are out there!  Thank God for protecting you!

(But God sometimes allows the sweet to sour.  Maybe it hasn't happened to you yet, but this is only a matter of time.  Some of you are already there right now.  Why does God allow the sweet to sour?  There can be many reasons, but…)

II.
God sometimes lets sweet situations sour to lead us on to higher purposes.

      [Desired situations can become difficult ones when God wants to move us to a better situation.]

A. Notice in the rest of the chapter how Egypt's attacks on the Israelites strengthened and motivated them to seek refuge in Canaan where God wanted to fulfill His promise (8-22).

1. The king enslaved them—but God used it to strengthen Israel to defeat Canaan (8-14).

a) The new king here may be a Hyksos ruler—a Semitic king that ruled Egypt at this time.  Since he was a foreigner, he would not have known about Joseph.  

b) Others say he was Egyptian.  In any case, the ruler saw that Israel was growing fast and becoming a threat—so he enslaved them ruthlessly.

c) Remember how much Israel complained in the desert once they got out of Egypt?  I wonder how weak they would have been without any slavery to strengthen them!

2. This king even tried to destroy them through the midwives—but God used it to make Israel willing to leave Egypt (15-22).

a) You may be asking how two midwives could have delivered the babies for 2 million Israelites (15).  And you think your workload is heavy!   Probably these were the head midwives with other midwives under them.

b) But did God bless the deception of these Hebrew midwives (17-21)?  

(1) No, He blessed them for honoring life itself over honoring evil commands from an authority (like the apostles obeyed God rather than man in Acts 5:29).  

(2) Walter Kaiser notes that they probably didn't lie here at all but only commented on what was true without giving all the details.

3. But what was God doing here?

a) You will remember that in Genesis 15:18 God promised Israel a wonderful plot of land from the Wadi of Egypt and the Euphrates River.  But by the time we get to the end of Genesis, Israel isn't even in the land at all!  And 400 years later Israel is still there in Egypt!  What was happening?

b) God was using tough times both to strengthen them to leave and motivate them to go to Canaan to fulfill His promise to Abraham.  Exodus 1 shows God preparing Israel to enter Canaan and the following chapters show God preparing their leader, Moses.

(Does this give us any hint about how God may be working in our lives today?  Yes!)

B. God may be using your sour situations to move you into a new area to serve.

1. Once I worked at a boat store called Crook’s Boats (the owner was Ernie Crook).  This was the best paying job I’d ever had up to that point—really sweet!  But later I refused to participate in the discussions in the staff room about various prostitutes the others had visited, so I was soon fired from my job.  Yet this sour situation led me to a new, sweet job—a Christian job at a Bible bookstore.

2. Earlier I told you about my sweet family situation as a new Christian.  But as I approached my university graduation, this situation soured.  My parents became bitter about me attending church when they discovered that, although I was graduating from business school, I had no intention of going into business.  God had allowed this sweet situation to sour to move me onto greater things.  I soon found myself in the Philippines as a missionary.

(So what am I saying?  And what's the message of this whole text?  Simply this…)

Conclusion

1. Thank God for both your sweet and sour events.  Both can lead you in His will (CPS).

2. He guides us through both blessings and trials—so praise Him (CPSR).

3. [Psalm 23]

a) Let me ask you a question: What kind of animal are you?  Biblically speaking! 

b) You’re a sheep!  One of the most near-sighted, dirty, stupid, and vulnerable of all of God’s creatures!

c) Psalm 23 is the most quoted and memorized poem in history.  What is it about?

d) Notice how many times this psalm refers to God’s leading [explain highlighted text].

4. [“He Leadeth Me” Background]: Back in 1862, during the most trying time ever in US History, a 28-year-old man named Joseph Gilmore wrote this account.  

a) “As a young man who re​cent​ly had been grad​u​at​ed from Brown Un​i​ver​si​ty and Newton The​o​lo​gic​al In​sti​tu​tion, I was sup​ply​ing for a cou​ple of Sun​days the pul​pit of the First Bap​tist Church in Phil​a​del​phia [Penn​syl​van​ia]. At the mid-week ser​vice, on the 26th of March, 1862, I set out to give the peo​ple an ex​po​si​tion of the Twen​ty-third Psalm, which I had giv​en be​fore on three or four oc​ca​sions, but this time I did not get fur​ther than the words “He Lead​eth Me.” Those words took hold of me as they had ne​ver done be​fore, and I saw them in a sig​ni​fi​cance and won​drous beau​ty of which I had ne​ver dreamed.

b) “It was the dark​est hour of the Ci​vil War. I did not re​fer to that fact—that is, I don’t think I did—but it may sub​con​sciou​sly have led me to real​ize that God’s lead​er​ship is the one sig​nif​i​cant fact in hu​man ex​per​i​ence, that it makes no dif​fer​ence how we are led, or whi​ther we are led, so long as we are sure God is lead​ing us.

c) “At the close of the meet​ing a few of us in the par​lor of my host, good Dea​con Wattson, kept on talk​ing about the thought which I had em​pha​sized; and then and there, on a blank page of the brief from which I had in​tend​ed to speak, I pen​ciled the hymn, talk​ing and writ​ing at the same time, then hand​ed it to my wife and thought no more about it. She sent it to The Watch​man and Re​flect​or, a pa​per pub​lished in Bos​ton, where it was first print​ed. I did not know un​til 1865 that my hymn had been set to mu​sic by Will​iam B. Brad​bu​ry. I went to Ro​ches​ter [New York] to preach as a can​di​date be​fore the Se​cond Bap​tist Church. Go​ing in​to their cha​pel on ar​riv​al in the ci​ty, I picked up a hymn​al to see what they were sing​ing, and opened it at my own hymn, “He Lead​eth Me.

d) Gilmore went on to be a well-known preacher and seminary professor, living to age 84.  However, nothing in his life is better known than his marveling at God’s leading in this often-sung hymn.

e) Let’s see these four stanzas [read them].

5. Would you bow—and let's ponder how today's two situations relate to us?

a) Sweet: If your situation is basically positive…

(1) Have you thanked God for how He has protected and provided for you?

(a) Think of how God has protected you in times of danger and uncertainty.  Will you thank God for His protection right now?

(b) Also, hasn't the Lord protected you when others have opposed you?  When you've been vulnerable in other ways?

(c) Many of you can praise God that He has helped you avoid the perils of youth—immorality, abortion, drugs…

(2) Are you willing for God to let this sweet situation turn sour to lead to His higher purposes?  

b) Sour: If your situation is difficult now…

(1) Is God using it to move you on to another field of service (1 Cor. 10:13)?  

(2) What lessons do you need to learn now before He can do this?

(3) What character traits does God want to build in you before His next step for you—patience, unconditional love, or perseverance?

6. [Small group sharing of “sweet and sour” experiences right now.]

7. Congregation sings “He Leadeth Me”
8. Optional: "Where He Leads Me" (Susan's solo with cassette backup)

9. [Background of "He Leadeth Me" as intro to the closing song]

a) In March 1862, during the dark days of the American Civil War, a young Baptist preacher named Joseph Gilmore preached on Psalm 23.  Through the psalm he was struck with a new awareness that God Himself—the Almighty—led him!
b) That afternoon he jotted these lines on the back of his sermon notes: "He leadeth me!  O blessed thought; O words with heavenly comfort fraught; Whate'er I do, where'er I be, still tis God's hand that leadeth me."

c) Four stanzas and a chorus later he stopped, amazed at God's leading—through both the sweet and sour events of life.

d) It's our privilege to join Gilmore in amazement at the same great truth—that God leads us too—as we sing Hymn 441.

10. "He Leadeth Me" (Hymn 441)

Discussion Questions:

1. If your life situation is difficult, does this mean that God always wants you to get out of it?

2. Is a basically positive situation in life an indication that you are doing God's will?

3. How else besides circumstances can you know God's leading in your life?

(The rest of the file comprises my study notes)

Preliminary Questions

Context:
What did the author record just prior to this passage?

1. Exodus 1 begins the second book of Scripture, so the context must be determined from the last part of Genesis.

2. Here we see that God sovereignly worked through many events to bring Joseph to Egypt years ahead of a famine in Canaan in order to provide protection for his family there in Egypt.

Purpose:
Why is this passage in the Bible?

1. This chapter sets the stage for the preparations needed among Jacob's family (to multiply into a nation) and Moses specifically (to lead Israel) for Israel to return to Canaan in fulfillment of God's promise to Abraham.

2. It shows God's faithfulness to create the situation necessary for His people to trust Him to act.

Background:
What historical context helps us understand this passage?

1. Egypt was one of the superpowers of the ancient world.  Humanly speaking, no one could defeat them.  Under Joseph's leadership during the recent famine Egypt had become eve stronger since Egypt alone had the stockpiles of food that other countries purchased.

2. Given Egypt's strength and Israel's weakness at the end of Genesis, the situation was about as bleak as it could be for God's promises to ever be fulfilled.

3. Optional Background: The "sweet" situation brings us to the last few chapters of Genesis when God had brought Jacob's family to Egypt.

a) Here we see God's sovereign work in many events.  He brought Joseph to Egypt years ahead of a famine in Canaan to protect his family who joined him in Egypt.

b) Egypt was one of the superpowers of the ancient world, which provided them protection.  Humanly speaking, no one could defeat them.  

c) Yet we have also seen that when you get on the bad side of a superpower (like Afghanistan or Iraq did with the USA), things can turn pretty sour.

Questions

1. How is this setting of Israelites being numerous significant (7)?  It shows that God was fulfilling his promise to make Abraham's family into a great nation (cf. Gen. 12:2; 15:5; 22:17).  This is clearly indicated by the verbs in verse 7—"fruitful," "multiplied," and "became exceedingly numerous"—all which remind us of Genesis 1:21-22, 28.

2. How could this new king not know about Joseph since Joseph was used of God to save the entire country (8)?  Kaiser summarizes the choices here:

a) Some believe this ruler was actually a Hyksos ruler, who was a Semite (Kaiser, EBC, 2:305; Rea, BETS 3 [1960] or Grace Journal [Winter 1961]; 5, 80; cf. OTS, 108b).  This would be 1730 BC, making the bondage less than 300 years before the Exodus in 1445.  Although this is short of the 400 years of bondage noted in Genesis 15:13, this 400 years may be the total time of sojourn.

b) The NIVSB text note (cf. Cook) says that the new king was probably Ahmose, founder of the 18th dynasty, who expelled the Hyksos (foreign Semitic rulers) from Egypt.  Evidence for him being Egyptian is in the designation of the Egyptians as being "his people" (1:8; Childs, 15).  If this king was Ahmose, then he would have not known about Joseph because Joseph's administration was under foreign rulers.  But the Hyksos were not expelled until 1575, which leaves only 130 years of bondage.

c) Others say this was Rameses I, founder of the 19th dynasty or his son, Seti I (Rawlinson).

d) Finally others say it was Rameses II, the first strong ruler of the 19th dynasty (Rylaarsdam).

3. How could they have built these cities since they were named after later rulers (11)?  Some say these as indicate a late date for the Exodus (Cole, 54).  But this is likely inspired editorial updating to clarify which cities were built.  Pharaohs often named previously built cities after themselves.

4. How could two midwives have delivered the babies for 2 million Israelites (15)?  Probably these were the head midwives with other midwives under them.  Cole, 55, supposes that they are noted by name because they are the only two who disobeyed the order.

5. Did God bless the deception of the Hebrew midwives (17-21)?  

a) No, He blessed their commitment to honor life itself over honoring evil commands from an authority (like the apostles said they must obey God rather than man in Acts 5:29).  

b) Actually, they probably didn't lie here but only commented on what was true without giving all the details (Kaiser).

6. Does the end justify the means today as well (17)?  It's not an issue of ends and means, but rather an issue of priority of obedience (God vs. man).

7. Interestingly, the king's killing all the boys would have eliminated his slave force!  But such is the desperation of one opposed to God.  

Tentative Subject/Complement Statements

God uses both sweet and sour events to lead us in His will.

Both sweet and sour events can lead us in fulfilling God's promises.

Theme:
Thank God for both your sweet and sour events.

Thrust:
Both can lead you in His will.

Possible Illustrations

8. God led me from a great job at Crook's Boats to an even better job working at a Christian Book Store.

9. Samuel Cheung went through a very difficult year 2001 to motivate him to return to California.

10. Difficulties can move churches into a new phase of God's will.

a) I wonder what difficulties this church is experiencing now.  Allow God to use these to motivate you to serve Him in new areas.

b) Many churches in Singapore are without pastors.  I think one reason for this is that God wants each church body to seriously re-evaluate how it treats its pastors.  He wants us to re-think how the members can step in to serve, relieving pastors of many of the burdens that bog them down in ministry.
11. Individual trials can also direct us into new areas of service.

Sweet and Sour Leading
Exodus 1

(Israel’s Enslavement in Egypt)
Exegetical Outline
Exegetical Idea: The purpose Israel was enslaved in Egypt was so that the nation would embrace God’s desire that they move to the Promised Land in fulfillment of the Abrahamic Covenant.
I.
The purpose God brought Jacob’s family to Egypt was to rescue them from famine and make them into a great nation (1-7).

A. When Jacob's family went to Egypt to escape destruction by the famine in Canaan, it was a small family of 12 brothers and only 70 persons (1-5; cf. Gen. 46:26-27).

B. However, in Egypt God began to multiply the family into a great a nation due to His promise to Abraham (6-7; cf. Gen. 12:1-3).

II.
The reason the Egyptians were unsuccessful in thwarting God’s blessing on Israel was because God was creating a nation that was both strong and willing to subdue Canaan in fulfillment of the Abrahamic Covenant (8-22).

A. The Egyptians’ first attempt to thwart God’s blessing of children on the Israelites by enslaving them made Israel physically strong to enter Canaan (8-14).

B. The Egyptians’ second attempt to thwart God’s blessing of children on the Israelites by seeking to kill their baby boys made Israel willing to enter Canaan (15-22).

Homiletical Outline (Cyclical inductive)

Introduction

1. Interest: Probably one of the most delightful things about Singapore is the food.  And my favorite is sweet and sour.  I wouldn't normally think of mixing something sweet with something sour, but actually they taste delicious together.

2. How are you doing today?  I mean, "How are you really doing?"  Like the Chinese dish, life is mixed with sweet and sour events and probably both mix together here today.

3. Need:  Is right now a sweet time or a sour time for you?

4. Subject: Why do sweet and sour experiences have to happen in our lives?

5. Preview: Today we're doing to look at God's purposes for both of these in this order—the sweet grapes first, followed by the sour grapes in our lives.

6. Background: The "sweet" situation brings us to the last few chapters of Genesis when God had brought Jacob's family to Egypt…

7. Text: We find both the sweet and the sour in Exodus 1.

8. Transition: Let's first ask this—why does God allow the sweet?  One reason your life may be positive now is because… (orients to MPI)

I.
God makes life sweet to protect us from harm and bless us.

A. God led Jacob's family to Egypt to protect them from starving and make them a nation (1-7).

B. God may have sweetened your life now to protect you from negative influences (SBC, me).

II.
God sometimes lets sweet situations sour to lead us on to higher purposes.

A. Notice in the rest of the chapter how Egypt's attacks on the Israelites strengthened and motivated them to seek refuge in Canaan where God wanted to fulfill His promise (8-22).

1. The king enslaved them—but God used it to make Israel strong to defeat Canaan (8-14).

2. This king even tried to destroy them—but God used it to make Israel willing to leave Egypt (15-22).

3. But what was God doing here?

B. God may be using sour situations in your life now to move you into a new area to serve.

1. Church difficulties can move us into a new phase of God's will (venue, GBC).

2. Individual trials can also direct us into new areas of service (Crook’s, CCC).

Conclusion

1. Thank God for both your sweet and sour events.  Both can lead us in His will (CPS).

2. Would you bow—and let's ponder how today's two situations relate to us?

a) Sweet: If your situation is basically positive…

(1) Have you thanked God for how He has protected and provided for you (men, women, youth perils)?

(2) Are you willing for God to let this sweet situation turn sour to lead to His higher purposes?  

b) Sour: If your situation is difficult now…

(1) Is God using it to move you on to another field of service (1 Cor. 10:13)?  

(2) What lessons do you need to learn now before He can do this?

(3) What is God trying to tell you?

3. "Where He Leads Me" (Susan's solo with cassette backup)

4. [Background of "He Leadeth Me"]

5. "He Leadeth Me" (Hymn 441)

6. Offering
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Sweet and Sour Leading
Exodus 1

Topic:
God's Leading

Theme:
Thank God for both your sweet and sour events.

Thrust:
Both can lead you in His will.

Purpose:
The listeners will thank God either: (a) for their privileges (by seeing how God is using these blessings to protect them) or (b) for their difficulties (by seeing how God is using trials to direct their lives. 

Meditation:
Romans 8:28
Reading:
Exodus 1

Sermon Outline for Designing Service (blanks filled in)

Introduction

Question: Why do sweet and sour experiences have to happen in our lives?

I.
God makes life sweet to protect us from harm and bless us.

A. God led Jacob's family to Egypt to protect them from starving and make them a nation (1-7).

B. God may have sweetened your life now to protect you from negative influences.

II.
God sometimes lets sweet situations sour to lead us on to higher purposes.

A. Egypt's attacks on the Israelites strengthened and motivated them to seek refuge in Canaan where God wanted to fulfill His promise (8-22).

B. God may be using sour situations in your life now to move you into a new area to serve.

Conclusion

*Thank God for both your sweet and sour events.  Both can lead us in His will (Main Idea).

One the next page is the Sermon Outline for Bulletin (blanks not filled in)
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Sweet and Sour Leading
Exodus 1

Introduction

Question: Why do _____________ and ___________ experiences happen in our lives?
I.
God makes life sweet to protect us from _____________ and bless us.

A. God led Jacob's family to Egypt to protect them from starving and make them a nation (1-7).
B. God may have sweetened your life now to protect you from negative influences.
II.
God sometimes lets sweet situations sour to lead us on to higher _____________.

A. Egypt's attacks on the Israelites strengthened and motivated them to seek refuge in Canaan where God wanted to fulfill His land promises (8-22).
B. God may be using sour situations in your life now to move you into a new area to serve.
Conclusion

1.
Thank God for both your sweet and sour events.  Both can lead us in His _____ (Main Idea).
2.
Joseph Gilmore (1834-1918) knew of God’s leading in his life.
3.
My sweet or sour experience today is…
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