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Exegetical Outline
Esther 9:18-10:3

Context 
In the early section of Esther, the author put his attention on how the Israelites were delivered from the hands of the enemy. However, in the final two chapters, the author wanted the reader to understand the reason for celebrating the Feast of Purim (9:18-32). Even though the book was name after Queen Esther, the writer had the intention to honor Mordecai’s work for his people. (10:1-3)

Purpose: To remind ministers that they have the responsibilities to protect the weak, especially domestic helper in our society.
Background: Purim mean ‘lots’. Hamaan was seeking his gods for the date to destroy Israel.   

EI: The purpose the author recorded the establishment of the feast of Purim was so that the people would remember that God blessed Mordecai for saving the Jews  

i The purpose the author recorded the story of God’s providential saving of the Jews was so that the origins of the celebration of Purim would be remembered. (9:18-32)
A. The purpose for Mordecai giving instructions to the Jews was so that the date would be remembered. (vv18-22)
B. The purpose for Mordecai giving description of Haman’s destruction was so that the reason for celebration would be remembered. (vv23-28)
C. The purpose for Esther authorizing the feast was so that the celebration of Purim could be established. (vv29-32)
ii The purpose the author exalted Mordecai was so that the people could remember him for saving the Jews. (10:1-3)
Topic: Discipleship 

Theme: God care for those who are unable to protect themselves

Thrust: Christian should stand up for those who are unable to protect themselves.   

Purpose: The listener will remember those who needs God’s protection in their church

Amazing Grace: Homiletical Outline 
Esther 9:18-10:3 (Cyclical Inductive)

Introduction 

1. Interest: [ILL: I saw a young boy was bullied in public but I did not try to help.]

2. Need:  If you are in my situation, would you try to defend the boy? It’s important to keep your church growing but we must remember to protect the weak and oppressed in our church.    
3. Subject: But why do we need to protect the weak and oppressed in our church?
4. Text: Esther 9:18-10:3
5. Background: Finally, we have come to an end of the book of Esther but the author intention is tell his reader why we celebrate Purim. 
6. Transition: But how does Purim come about? There are three significances about the Purim and the first is…
i Our God is a gracious God. 
A Purim means ‘lot’. Ironically, Haman cast to determine the date for his own death    
B Unlike Jewish festival that were commanded by Moses, Purim was a spontaneous respond of God’s people to God’s saving grace  
C Finally, the most significance is the message behind Purim. The Jews were saved by God’s grace. The Jews were unable to deliver themselves but God came to protect them. vv23-28 
D You should protect the weak in your church because our God is a gracious God. His grace extends to all people.
a. We do not deserve to be saved but God came to redeemed us from our enemy; Satan! 
b. Jesus came to save the poor, weak and the oppressed. Luke 4: 18-19 [ILL: You will find God in the midst of the poor and weak] 

[We need to protect them because God is gracious to them but the second reason…] [Trans]
ii Your protection reflects God’s grace in your life. [True Faith is visible]  
A Mordecai was commended for his faith and speaking on behalf of the Jews vv10:1-3.

a. The name Esther gives title to the story, but Mordecai’s faith is commendable. 

b. His faith is expressed by when Mordecai had no idea how God would use him but he knew God would deliver them.
c. He believed that even if Esther kept silent at such a time as this God would still deliver the Jews from another place or person.
B Mordecai action reflects God’s grace for the Jews.          
C You action reflect God’s when you choose to protect the weak and oppressed; 
D [ILL: God’s grace is seen in William Wiberforce’s life because he dedicated his life to the abolition of slavery.]           
Conclusion 

1. Why should you protect the weak and oppressed in our church? [Sub restate]

2. God has called you to protect those who unable to deliver themselves (MI).

3. God will protect the weak and oppressed because he is a gracious God. You should protect them because your protection will reflect God’s grace in your life.    

4. Remember when we were unable to deliver our sin; God came to redeem us from the enemy because of His grace.
5. When you begin your ministry seeks out for people who are in this category. If possible speak up for them in your church. [App]
Amazing Grace: Manuscript
Esther 9:18-10:3 (Cyclical Inductive)

Introduction 

Interest: [ILL: I saw a young boy was bullied by a group of older boy but I didn’t try to help.]

I was at East Point Mall doing my shopping and I saw a group of boys coming towards me. It seem liked they were having fun but I was wrong. They were making fun of one of the younger boys. One guy grabbed his neck by his arm and forced him to eat and do something that was very embarrassing. I was upset and I wanted to do something about it but unfortunately I did not. What would you do if you are in my situation? What would you if you see the rich taking advantage of the poor in your church? Would you speak for them?   
Need: Most of you will be graduating soon. Some will become missionaries, a few of you will become pastors and others will call to be the elder of the church. I can assure you that once you are into the ministry; you are going to be busy with many things but there is something I hope you will always keep in mind. It’s important to keep your church growing but we must remember people who are outcasts in our church.
Subject: But why do we need to protect the weak and oppressed?
Read the Text: Turn with me in your Bibles to Esther 9: 18-32- 10:3
Background: Finally, we have come to an end of the book of Esther but you will realize that the author main purpose is to say, “See, this is why we celebrate Purim as we do!” In fact, Purim continues to be celebrated by the Jewish people around the world today. On this day there will be parade, dancing, partying and feasting. It is a very joyful occasion.
Transition: [But how does Purim come about? There are three significances about the Purim and the first is…]
A The word Purim means ‘lot’ or singular of dice. In the ancient, people used this method to seek Yahweh’s will. For instance, Joshua used the lot to divide the Promised Land among the tribe.  When Haman cast, he was seeking guidance from his gods. In this case, he was cast in divination to determine the day of the death for the Jewish race. Ironically, he was actually casting his own death date. Vv 26 
B Purim was ordered by Esther and Mordecai to celebrate annually on the fourteenth and fifteenth of the month of Ada (V21), but the significance of this event was different from the Jewish Feast that were commanded by Moses. Rather than being imposed on the people, Purim began as the spontaneous response of God’s people to His faithfulness. Vv27    
C Finally the third and the most significance of the celebration is the message behind Purim. The Jews knew they were unable to deliver themselves but God somehow came to protect them. vv23-25 
D Why does God want to do that? It is quite interesting to note that in Esther there is nothing the God‘s attention. In fact, it was in their disobedience that God gave the nation to their enemy. Why God still want to save them? The Jewish was saved because of God’s grace.  
i Our God is a gracious God. His grace is extend to all people  
We do not deserved to be saved but God came to redeemed us from our enemy; Satan. We are where we are today because of God’s grace
Moreover, the gospel of Luke tells that one of the purposes Christ came to earth is to deliver the poor and oppressed. Luke 4: 18-19
Someone said if you want to know where God is, go to the poor and you will find Him. There was once I brought a group of youth with to some of the poorest and neglected town in Singapore. My main purpose was for them to encounter God. We went to a few units and passed them some canned food. We would spend some times with them if they allowed us to enter. Through project many of them were impacted because they heard the heart beat of God for these people.      

[We need to protect them because God’s grace extends to them and the second reason, why you should protect them is because…..]

ii Your protection will reflect God’s grace. [God’s grace has to be visible]  
Mordecai was commended for his faith by speaking on behalf of the Jews vv10:1-3.

Though the name Esther gives title to the story, Mordecai’s faith is commendable. But how is faith is being expressed?
We can see it when he told Esther that if she kept silent at such a time as this God would still deliver the Jews from another place, but her father household would be perish. In other words, he was not saying that Esther was the only hope to save the Jews; rather he was saying that God would definitely deliver his people but if she chose to keep quiet, she and her father household life would be at risk.
I believe in that situation Mordecai had no idea how God would use him, but somehow he just knew God would deliver the Jews. However, he did not sit there and wait for thing to happen. He tried by interceding for the Jews through Esther. He expressed his faith by doing whatever he can to help the people. But God’s grace became visible when he took the risk to save Jews.

By the late 18th Century, many Africans included children and women had been taken by the West and American to be used as slave. In fact, the slave trade was considered acceptable business. One thousand came on board but few survive. Many men, women and children were tortured and died. Their values are not much better than an animal. Many people knew it was not but very few were brave enough to speak out. However, there was a politician who gave his whole life to protect those people he did not even know. His name was William Wilberforce. He did not just end the slave trade; he continued to fight for the injustice and reform the countryman by caring for the weak and oppressed.    
William Wilberforce protect the African slaves by dedicated his life to the abolition of the slavery. He did it because he understood God’s grace in his life  

Conclusion 

Why you should protect the weak and oppressed? [Sub restate]

You should protect them because God has called you to protect those who are unable to defend themselves (MI).

God will protect the weak and oppressed because he is a gracious God. You should protect them because your protection will reflect God’s grace.  
Remember when we were unable to deliver our sin; God came to redeem us from the enemy because of his grace. 
What can you do when you enter into your ministry? 
First, take some time to look around who the members is your church who need your protection. Second, create that awareness in your church by preaching the word. 
Trust me, when you start to do that, you will not just please God; you will love by them.
Let’s prayer
