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Exegetical Outline
Esther 9:1-17

Prologue:

The Jews were first threatened with ‘extinction,’ a plot by Haman to destroy all the Jews through the hand of King Xerxes, in which the king was persuaded by Haman to issue an edict to destroy all Jews. However, by God’s providence through Queen Esther and through King Xerxes’ discovery of Mordecai’s favor which delivered the king from being assassinated, there began the reversing of the situation where the Jews began to gain favor from the king. As a result, their greatest enemy, Haman, was killed, the edict to kill all Jews was cancelled, and the Jews were spared from ‘extinction.’
Exegetical Idea
The Jews remember and celebrate their victory over their enemies because it was God who brought victory to the Jews. 
I. God brought victory to the Jews by reversing the situation. (1-10)
A. God brought victory to the Jews by empowering them for the war.
B. God brought victory to the Jews by destroying the power of their enemies.

II. God brought victory to the Jews by His providence through Queen Esther. (11-16)

A. God brought victory to the Jews by granting Queen Esther the courage to pursue further attacks on the enemies.
B. God brought victory to the Jews by granting Queen Esther favor before King Xerxes. 

III. The fact that it was God who made the Jews won the war is the reason the Jews must remember and celebrate this victory. (17)

Source: 

Balwin, Joyce G. Esther, Tyndale Old Testament Commentary. Downers Grove: Inter-Varsity Press, 1984. 
Longman III, Tremper. Dillard, Raymond B. An Introduction To The Old Testament. Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1994.
McConville, J. G. Ezra, Nehemiah, and Esther, DSB. Philadelphia: Westminster Press, 1985.
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Expository Sermon Outline

A Time to Remember

Esther 9:1-17 (Cyclical Inductive)

Introduction

1. Need: The need to be thankful to God.

2. Subject: How does God help us in difficulties?

3. Background: Haman’s plot to destroy all the Jews had failed and the Jews’ victory began. That is almost the end of the story, the Jews won, what else in chapter 9?

4. Preview: Esther 9:1-17 explain the origin of Purim. It records that, firstly, God reversed the situation for the Jews. Then God continued His providence, through Queen Esther and bring victory to the Jews. The Jews’ victory is then celebrated by the institution of Purim.

(Purim celebrates victory. One important thing to do during this celebration is to remember. Firstly it remembers that…)

I. God brought victory to the Jews by reversing the situation. (1-10)
A. God empowers the Jews to fight for the war (vv.1-4).

B. God destroy the powers of their enemies. (vv.5-10)

[ILL: God reversed my internal situation and renew my motivation and courage to press on.]

(In verses 1-10, God brought them victory by reversing the situation. Next, we see in verses 11-15 that…)

II. God brought victory to the Jews by His providence through Queen Esther. (11-16)

A. God gave Queen Esther the courage to pursue further attacks on the enemies. (11-13)

B. God grant Queen Esther favor before King Xerxes. (14-16)

[ILL: God’s providence in my study in SBC]

(The author of the book of Esther wants us to see that…)

Conclusion

1. God always help us through difficulties is the reason we must always be thankful to God. [MI] (17)
a. Three highlight: (1) the phrase “But they do not lay their hands of the plunder,” (2) the numbers of the enemies killed, and (3) the date of the Jews’ victory. 

2. [ILL: Reflection on celebration of our graduation.] 

3. [APP: Let our remembrance of God’s providence in the past be the foundation of our trust in God’s faithfulness and the source of our motivation to press on for God in the future.] 

Expository Sermon Manuscript

A Time to Remember

Esther 9:1-17 (Cyclical Inductive)

Topic

: Thanksgiving

Subject

: How does God help us in difficulties?

Complement
: By reversing our situation and continuous providence.

Purpose
: The listener will see that we cannot solve all our difficulties by merely 

   human effort, it is indeed God that help us through our difficulties.

Introduction

Arouse Need: Some of us here had gone through difficulties when we are trying to come to SBC. Some of us struggle every semester to get all our assignments done. Some of us would worry of how we could pay the school fees at the beginning of every semester. Some had gone through lost of our loved ones during our study in SBC. Some had gone through heart-breaking experiences with people that you encounter. All these difficulties have past, now we are still here, pressing on with our studies and excitingly anticipating our graduation. But whenever you look back, have you thought of how you could sustain all those difficulties.
Subject: How does God help us in difficulties?

Background: Esther chapter 3 started Haman’s plot to destroy all the Jews. As the story continues to develop, we see how God, through His providence, used Mordecai and Esther to deliver the Jews. At the end of chapter 8, Haman was killed, the edict to kill all the Jews was cancelled, the Jews were granted edict from the King, the right to protect themselves and to destroy all their enemies, and now all their enemies were afraid of them and the Jews were already in the winning and celebrative mode. That is almost the end of the story, the Jews won, what else in chapter 9?

Preview: Esther 9:1-17 explain the origin of Purim. It records that, firstly, God reversed the situation for the Jews. Then God continued His providence, through Queen Esther and bring victory to the Jews. The Jews’ victory is then celebrated by the institution of Purim.

(Purim celebrates victory. One important thing to do during this celebration is to remember. Firstly it remembers that…)

I. God brought victory to the Jews by reversing the situation. (1-10)

From a no-way-out situation, God reversed the whole story so that the Jews are now at the upper hand over their enemies. (Restatement) 

(God reversed the situation by firstly…)

A. God empowers the Jews to fight for the war (vv.1-4).

i. When King Xerxes granted Haman the edict to destroy the Jews. We could imagine a scene of Haman and the army attacking the Jews. All the Jews were totally helpless and incapable of protecting themselves.

ii. But now, instead of a scene of the Jews being attacked, we see a reversed scene. The Jews had gained power to attack their enemies, people of the other nations were afraid of the Jews and Mordecai continued to gain power.

(God reversed this situation by empowering them to fight for the war. Secondly, God reverse the situation by…)

B. God destroy the powers of their enemies. (vv.5-10)

i. Verses 5-10 records the number of people that was killed. And it also records, and names them one by one, the ten sons of Haman that were killed. This is an account of the destruction of their enemies.

As student in SBC, I often find myself stuck in situations where I had hard times completing my assignments. There are times I felt like giving up. There are times I wished God would reverse the situation and the lecturer would announce in class that the assignments are cancelled. However, God never reverse the situation as I wanted. I remember that more than about a year ago, during one of the evening chapel we had Dr. Albert Ting sharing with us. He told us that most of us were discouraged not because the assignments were difficult, the assignment loads are almost the same every semester, we were discouraged because we had lost the motivation, we had forgotten why we are here, thus we started grumbling, complaining, and lose our focus on God. That message really struck me and that evening I confessed with my roommate and we encouraged one another, and through this God renewed our courage and motivation in doing our assignments again. God did not reverse the external situation as I wished, indeed, He reverse the internal situation and helped me to recall my calling and renewed my courage to move on. Thus God empowered me by renewing my courage to press on, and He destroyed my enemy which is my very own self and all my negative thoughts. 

(Esther 9:1-10 wants us to remember that it was God who gave them victory. God brought them victory by reversing the situation. Next, we see in verses 11-15 that…)

II. God brought victory to the Jews by His providence through Queen Esther. (11-15)

God used Queen Esther as a mean to provide further victory to the Jews (restatement)

(God continued His providence by…)

A. God gave Queen Esther the courage to pursue further attacks on the enemies. (11-13)

i. At the end of the day, the death toll in the king’s fighting men was reported to the king. What do you think the king would feel to have five hundred people died in his place in just one day? If the Jews could do so well in Susa, they could do as well or even better in other provinces of the kingdom. And the king is now offering Queen Esther further attacks? Did he know what he was doing? He’s going to see more people die in his kingdom. He must be kidding.

ii. However, we do not know exactly why the king is doing this, but we know God is working behind this to make the king opened such an opportunity for Queen Esther. And we must appreciate how God gave Queen Esther the courage to ask for further attacks.

(In God’s providence, He gave Queen Esther the courage to ask for further attacks, not only so, God also…)

B. God grant Queen Esther favor before King Xerxes. (14-16)

i. It may seem unbelievable to us that King Xerxes would grant the request of Queen Esther. Yet God is the one who made all the impossible happen. God used King Xerxes to provide to the Jews, to allow the Jews for further attacks on their enemies and hence ensure further security for the Jews.

As I recall my life in SBC, in those times when I was struggling with my studies, with my assignments, with financial difficulties, and even with my relationships, there were times I thought I could never get through these troubles. Yet, God always send help at the crucial time so that I could overcome these situations. These helps could be messages during the chapels and Sunday services, lessons in classes, testimonies by classmates, encouragements from my roommates, advices from seniors, lecturers, and pastors, financial support from brothers and sisters, prayers by supporting groups, etc. I was always reminded that God cares for me by sending people around me to support me, to provide for my needs, and to pray for me. God is the only reason that keeps me going in these almost four years of study in SBC.

(The author of the book of Esther wants us to see that…)

Conclusion

1. God always help us through difficulties is the reason we must always be thankful to God. [MI] (17)
a. This is the summary of Esther 9:1-16 telling us the Jews had won and they celebrate their victory. 

b. There are three things that I want to highlight in my conclusion, i.e. the phrase “But they did not lay their hands on the plunder,” the number of people killed, and the date of their victory.

c. This phrase “But they did not lay their hands on the plunder” appears three times in the passage (v.10b, v.15b, v.16b). We can be very sure that the Jews did not make any gain from their victory, they were not fighting for selfish desire, but they fought as a people of God to protect themselves. 

d. Secondly, the numbers of people killed, we see in verse 12, there were five hundred killed, in verse 15, three hundred killed, and in verse 16, seventy-five thousand killed. The numbers are one of the details in this war. It reminds the Jews that if it was not God’s intervention, the number of the Jews remaining now should be zero. However, instead of letting their number perish, God gave numbers for their victory.

e. Thirdly, the author intentionally recorded the dates that the Jews attacked and won over their enemies. The date of the Jews victory became the date for celebrating the feast of Purim.

f. This passage gives a detailed account of how God helped the Jews to win the battle, firstly, in verses 1-10, God reversed the situation, secondly, in verses 11-16, God continued His providence through Queen Esther. Now the summary statement in verses17 explains why they celebrated the day of their victory. The reason the Jews remember and celebrate this victory is because Yahweh has won the battle for His people and thus preserved His people.

g. Verse 17 alone is enough to tell us that the Jews won the war and they celebrated their victory. Why then did the author make such effort to tell us the details of the war? I think the reason is if we do not make effort to remember them we will forget that it was God that brought victory to us, without remembrance of God, our celebration will be meaningless.

2. In about three months, most of us here will graduate from SBC. 11th May 2008 is the day of our graduation. Shall we celebrate our graduation because we have made it or because God has made it for us? The next day after our graduation we will have to come to SBC to collect our certificates. You can imagine the scene of you coming out from the school office, holding a piece of paper on your hand, exclaiming “I have made it.” Beside coming to the school office the next day, you might want to consider spending the next day lock yourself up in your room, then recall, as much as you could, every single event of how God helped you through your lives in SBC, write them down one by one on a piece of paper. At the end of that day, you would see yourself coming out from your room with a piece of paper on you hand, probably with tears on your face, exclaiming God has made it for you. Our graduation is worthy of celebration is because God has bring victory to us. If our study in SBC was dependent merely on our fleshly will and desire, it will all be in vain. It is the belief that God has led us through our study in SBC that give us the assurance that in future God will surely be there for us no matter what trials come our way. (ILL)

3. We will surely face greater challenges in our future ministry. However, we must not forget the detail of many incidents where God has helped us through all our trials. Let our remembrance of God’s providence in the past be the foundation of our trust in God’s faithful providence and let it be the source of our motivation to press on for God in the future. (APP) 

